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lllinois State Fair announces
“Adventure Awaits”

SPRINGFIELD, IL. —
Adventure Awaits at the
2025 Illinois State Fair! The
theme for this year’s fair sets
the tone for an unforgettable
journey through all that
makes the Illinois State
Fair a must-see event—
livestock competitions,
jaw-dropping performances,
thrilling carnival rides,
delicious food, and nonstop
entertainment.

This theme also sets the
stage for one of Springfield’s
favorite traditions:
the Illinois State Fair
Twilight Parade, stepping
off at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
August 7. The parade kicks
off the 11-day celebration
of Illinois agriculture,
community, and creativity,
winding through Springfield

streets and into the heart of
the fairgrounds.

From high school bands
and community groups to
classic cars and creative
floats, the Twilight Parade is
an annual tradition.

“The Twilight Parade
is the perfect way to kick
off this adventure,” said
Jerry Costello II, Director
of the Illinois Department
of Agriculture. “This year’s
theme invites every fairgoer
to discover something new,
and it all starts with the
parade.”

“There’s a world of
fun waiting inside the
gates,” added Illinois State

Fair Manager Rebecca Clark.

“We encourage families to
grab a lemon shake-up, find
their favorite curbside spot,

and enjoy this time-honored
tradition. We cannot wait
for you to experience all the
adventure the Illinois State
Fair has to offer.”

The Twilight Parade
will start at 5:30 p.m. in
Lincoln Park and travel
onto Sangamon Avenue,
entering the fairgrounds
through the Main Gate.
From there, the parade
marches down Main Street,
turns left onto Grandstand
Avenue, marching past
the Grandstand, and exits
through Lot 21.

Opening Day Highlights -
Thursday, August 7:

« Fairgrounds admission:
$5 for adults, $3 for seniors,
free for kids 12 and under

- Carnival rides open at
noon — all rides just $3 all

day on August 7

- “Double the Fun”
parking deal — pay to park
on August 7, and return with
free parking on August 12,
13, 0or 14

« Monsters of Destruction
roars into The Arena at 7:30
p.m. — plan ahead and enter
through Gate 6 to avoid
parade traffic. Tickets can
be purchased at StateFair.
Illinois.gov

The 2025 Illinois State
Fair runs from August
7 through August 17 in
Springfield. Stay up to
date with all the latest
news and announcements
by connecting with us
via Facebook and Instagram.

Adventure Awaits — don’t
miss your chance to be part
of it!

201 W. Main St., Marion, IL 62939
618.997.3500 | sielderlaw.com

Du Quoin
State Fair Box
Office opens

DU QUOIN, IL - The Du
Quoin State Fair Box Office
is now open for in-person
ticket purchases.

Regular box office hours
are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday. During
the Fair, August 22 to
September 1, the box office
will be open from 9 a.m.
until 9 p.m.

Tickets are on sale now
for the River Radio/Pepsi
Mid-America Stage shows:

David Lee Roth — August
23

Little River Band -
August 24

Tesla — August 28

Jake Owen — August 29

Tucker Wetmore —
August 30

Gabby Barrett —
September 1

Online sales are also
available anytime at dsf.
illinois.gov.

Carnival wristbands,
which offer one full day of
unlimited rides, are also on
sale now through August
21, 2025, for only $25. Once
the fair begins on August
22, wristbands will sell for
$30 for weekdays and $35
for weekends.

“The Du Quoin State
Fair is an end-of-summer
family tradition in
southern Illinois,” said
Luke Davison, Du Quoin
State Fair Manager. “We
have a line up packed with
entertainment options
for the whole family, and
now is a great time to buy
concert tickets and carnival
wristbands to plan ahead
for family fun.”

The 2025 Du Quoin
State Fair will take place
August 22 to September 1.
For questions about the
Grandstand, please call the
Ticket Office at 618.542.1535.
For questions about
Carnival Wristbands, please
call 618.542.1515. Visit dsf.
illinois.gov/ for the latest
news and updates.
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How to build stronger

Small towns and
rural communities
may not always get the
attention they deserve,
and it’s easy for their
needs to be eclipsed
by larger cities. Small
town needs are ever-
changing and unique
to their respective
locations.

While some
rural communities
have experienced
a downward trend
between 2010 and
2020, the numbers
are complex and not
universally applicable.
Still, many of these
areas can use help, as
they are facing steep
population declines,
according to FWD.
us. This bipartisan
political organization
says in the last 20 years
departures from rural
counties outweighed
new arrivals by 700,000
people.

Empowering rural
communities and
helping them grow
comes down to some
key areas of focus.

» Create a walkable
Main Street. Planning
boards can carefully
consider where
well-thought-out

development should go.

While it’s important
to maintain the
integrity of the rural
community without
too much building,

having a walkable and
attractive town center
where businesses can

thrive is key. Families

can live close by to
daily destinations, and
this may encourage
more people to relocate

to or stay in these

areas, according to
the Environmental
Protection Agency.

» Help for farmers.
Government officials
need to hear more
about the challenges
farmers face. Tom
Vilsack, former Iowa
governor and the
U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture during
the Obama and Biden
administrations,
says programs like
the Climate Smart
Commodities Program
can help farmers.
This program pays
farmers a premium
for using sustainable
agriculture tools, or
practices that make
use of innovative farm
products that produce
renewable energy.
Farms that work
efficiently and lower
the burden of labor on
farmers are a boon for
rural communities.
U.S. Department of
Agriculture statistics
indicate the majority
of farmers in the
United States have
to supplement their
incomes with off-farm
jobs because smaller
farms simply can’t
keep up to make ends
meet. Fighting for
policies that keep more
money going to small
farms can strengthen
rural communities.

e Improve
infrastructure and
resources. Rural
communities need

rural communities

access to the right
resources in order
to thrive. Improving
access to high-speed
internet, for example,
can bring new business
and educational
initiatives to rural
areas and small
towns. Lenders can
be more receptive to
local entrepreneurs
to help stimulate
economic growth
and job creation in
these communities,
according to
the professional
development group
StrengthenND. Priority
also should be given to
improving roadways
so residents can safely
get to and from homes,
stores and businesses.
» Protect open
spaces. Rural
communities can
rally to protect the
landscape and help
preserve open spaces.
Focus also should be
placed on providing
places for recreation,
and not only for
local residents. Such
features can make
smaller towns more
appealing to tourists,
which in turn can
increase investments
in the local economy.
Small towns and
rural communities can
use certain strategies
to foster growth and
sustainability.

The agricultural
sector continues to
face unique challenges.
Issues affecting the
agricultural sector
have a ripple effect
that affects domestic
food security and the
economic strength of
rural communities.

In order to adapt
to the changing
landscape, farmers
need to identify
strengths and
weaknesses in their

6 issues affecting farmers

operations, and then
collaborate with
policyholders to

create a more resilient
agricultural sector that
benefits all involved.
The following are six
notable challenges

organization.

1. Labor shortages

Finding and
retaining skilled
agricultural labor is
a notable challenge.
The aging farmer

farmers face in modern population coupled

agriculture, based on
data from Verdesian, a
nutrient use efficiency
company; AgAmerica,
an agriculture lending
firm; and Pinion, a
business advisory

with labor shortages

is a concern. There

is a need for new

talent in farming as
older generations are
retiring and younger
ones are failing to fill in

PRODUCTIVE TILLABLE FARMLAND
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the gaps.

2. Depletion
of agricultural
resources

The global
population continues
to grow, which means
the demand for food
and other agricultural

products is increasing.

This puts a strain on

the resources farmers
rely on that may be in
short supply. Farming
utilizes a considerable

ONLI

yim

PROPERTY LOCATION:
at the intersection of CR
1475 E and 2500 N.

TRACT 1: 40+~ Acres
36.7*"Woods *
0.4+ Non-Tillable

amount of the world’s
freshwater supply,
and farmers must
continually identify
ways to manage water
resources efficiently,
including wastewater
reuse initiatives. As
fossil fuels also may
be finite resources,
the agricultural
industry needs to pivot
to renewable energy
alternatives, some of
which may require
considerable costs

NE at halderman.com
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to retrofit current
operations.

3. Inflation and
food prices

Although the cost
of food is no longer as
high as it was just a few
years ago, consumers
are still feeling the
pinch at supermarkets
and other retail stores.
Shoppers may continue
to tighten their budgets

see GARDENING,
page 3

TILLABLE CROPLAND * WOODS ¢ PHILLIPS TWP, WHITE CO, ILLINOIS

THURSDAY
JULY 24TH
4PM - 6PM cT

v

TRACT 2
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How to involve more young people in agriculture

The agricultural
industry will undergo
exciting changes as
it looks to overcome
developing challenges
in the decades ahead.
Technology will
continue to play a
pivotal role in the
agricultural sector,
making agriculture an
evolving and exciting
career path for young
professionals.

Much has been
made of projections
that suggest the
world population is
increasingly looking
to urban areas to
call home. Though
data from the United
Nations indicates
urban areas could
grow by 2.5 billion
people by 2050,
more recent UN
data indicates that
90 percent of that
increase will take place
in Asia and Africa. All
told, estimates indicate
that rural areas will
remain home to 3.1
billion people by 2050.

A sizable rural
population and the
challenges climate
change and population
growth will present
underscores how
important the
agricultural sector
will be in the coming
decades. That means

there should be plenty
of opportunities for
young people to make
an impact, especially if
more efforts are made
to encourage them to
consider careers in
agriculture.

- Encourage
agriculture-based
curriculum. After
recognizing that the
majority of Kenyan
students had no access
to farming training
and education, the
organization Farm
Africa initiated a
program to make
agriculture more
accessible to students.
Students who
participated learned
about everything from
keeping livestock to
marketing produce
for global markets.
Similar programs
can be encouraged in
developed countries
where opportunities in
the field of agriculture
figure to increase in
the years to come.

- Emphasize
technological
advancements in the
field. Modern young
people are growing
up with technology
all around them, but
few may be aware
of the vital role
technology plays in
the agricultural sector.

and spend less on food,
which may translate
into reduced demand
for produce and other
food products. The
food price outlook

is uncertain, and
historical data
indicates food price
deflation only occurred
once in the past

50 years. Farmers

may have to adjust
operations to produce
more for less to be
competitive in the
marketplace.

4. Technological
overhauls

It’s becoming
increasingly necessary
for farms to utilize
new technologies and
embrace automation.
Some farmers may
not be trained in
the utilization and
application of these
technologies, and
conversion to new
farming practices may
require education/
skills to manage new
tools, or the hiring of
skilled technicians
from a shrinking
agricultural workforce.

5. Climate change

Climate change and
extreme weather can
have a notable impact
on farming. Weather

events like droughts,
floods and storms have
become more common
and severe. Farmers
are vulnerable

to unpredictable
conditions and crop
yields.

6. Animal illnesses

One only has to look
to the recent avian
influenza outbreak
to understand the
disruption illnesses
can have on livestock.
The disease has led
to mass culling of
infested flocks, which
has caused widespread
losses in chickens,
financial burdens to
poultry farms and
disruptions to egg
production that has
driven up costs. Bird
flu is not isolated
to poultry, either.
Avian flu can affect
dairy cattle, causing
decreased milk
production and cow
death. The need for
cleanup procedures
and biosecurity
measures from these
illnesses puts an added
financial burden on
farmers.

Modern farmers
face many different
challenges that require
adjustment to meet
consumer demands.

Young people’s ears
may perk up upon
hearing terms like
“robotics” technologies
are now a big part
of life on the farm.
Recognition of that
may compel more
young people to pursue
careers in agriculture.
» Highlight the

challenges ahead

and how agricultural
professionals can help
overcome them. UN
projections indicate
the global population
will grow by more than
two billion people by
2050. Finding a way

to feed all of those
people in the face of

climate change will be
no small task, but it’s
a task that will require
dedicated agricultural
professionals.
Educators and parents
can emphasize these
challenges when
speaking to young
people about a career
in the agricultural

sector, noting that such
careers will present
real opportunities to
make a difference.
Young people looking
for rewarding careers
in an exciting, ever-
evolving field can be
encouraged to consider
the agricultural sector.

54+ /- ACRE FARM FOR SALE

Lake Village, Arkansas. Very good income producing cropland
with beautiful view of Lake Chicot. Beautiful home sites.

766 +/- ACRE PROPERTY FOR SALE

Beautiful property located near Town Creek, Alabama. This
previously wooded property is being cleared and converted to
farm land, with approximately 300 acres already converted.
Very good soils for cotton, corn, and soybeans. Would also
make a spectacular cattle ranch. Excellent hunting with large

bucks and lots of turkeys. MORE LAND AVAILABLE!

284 ACRE FARM FOR SALE

Excellent 284 acres farm for sale in southeast Arkansas,
including very fertile, precision leveled, and irrigated farm
land, plus exceptional duck and deer hunting. Super location,
fronting on excellent paved highway.

BUYING & SELLING LAND ANYWHERE

GIVE US A CALL

Call Us For All Your
Auction NeedsInAL =

Brett Underwood (256) 655-9266

Ricky Underwood (256) 679-2039
2806D Winchester Rd. * New Market, AL 35761
ricky@underwoodlandcompany.com
brett@underwoodlandcompany.com

A Real Estate & Auction Company
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Underwood Land Company, Inc.

www.underwoodlandcompany.com
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How to keep an AC
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Air conditioners are
a lifeline come the dog
days of summer, when
soaring temperatures
make a well-cooled
home a welcome respite
from the outdoors.
Maintaining an AC unit
ensures it will be there
to keep everyone cool
when the mercury rises.
The following are some
steps homeowners can
take to keep their AC
units in tip-top shape
this summer.

» Replace the air filter
on the unit. Dirt, dust,
debris, and pollen can
quickly fill the filter on
an AC unit. Replacing
these filters prior to
summer can make
the unit operate more
efficiently and keep
cool air circulating
throughout the house all
summer. Homeowners
can first identify which
type of unit they have
and then find an online
tutorial to see how

unit running strong

to replace the filter.
Some filters are more
expensive than others,
but the cost is still low
and the energy savings
can be substantial.

» Schedule annual
maintenance on
the unit. Routine
maintenance performed
by a local HVAC
technician is another
way to ensure an AC
unit is running at
peak capacity when
it’s most needed. Such
maintenance is perhaps
most effective in spring,
as that ensures the unit
is running strong from
the first heat wave of
the summer all the way
through Labor Day.
HVAC technicians can
identify problems and
recommend services
that homeowners may
not recognize they need
until it’s already hot out.
Annual maintenance
appointments also give
HVAC professionals

a chance to assess a
system compared to the
previous year, which
can help them identify
if a unit is nearing its
end. That can ensure
homeowners are not
caught off guard

when the unit needs to
replaced.

» Help the unit make
it through the summer.
Whether it’s a typical
summer or one marked
by a handful of heat
waves, AC units can
use a little help to get
through the season.
Closing curtains
throughout the house
on hot afternoons is a
natural way to keep a
home cool during a heat
wave, and that can cut
back on home cooling
costs and protect a unit
from being overworked.
Ceiling fans also can be
installed to keep rooms
cool and circulate air,
which also makes a hot
summer a little less

taxing on an AC unit.
 Use a programmable
thermostat.
Programmable
thermostats allow
homeowners to set
the temperatures
inside their homes
throughout the day. If
no one is home during
the afternoon, there’s
no reason to have the
AC cranking. Program
the thermostat so the
house is comfortable
when people are home,
but raise the desired
temperature when no
one is around. That
gives the AC unit
a break during the
day and can help to
dramatically reduce the
cost of cooling the home.
AC units will not
last forever, but some
simple maintenance
can improve their life
expectancy and keep
homes comfortable
throughout the summer.

Save you lawn during

start to reap the benefits
of this hard work when
the thick, green grass
fills in. Your curb
appeal peaks and your

watering restrictions

increase infiltration

of water into the soil,
and improve the lawn’s
ability to store water. Be
sure to evenly distribute

no rain. With reservoirs
showing depleting
water levels, drought
restrictions are issued
in your neighborhood,

restrictions may specify
which hours and days
you are allowed to water.

landscape is picture-
perfect.

Enter the harsh
weather of summer and
a long stretch of little to

Has this scenario
happened to you? You
toil throughout the
early spring seeding and

fertilizing your lawn and Change your grass

LARGE DEALE

AUGTION!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 |10 AM CDT

Equipment located at various
H&R Agri-Power &
Truland Equipment locations!

T AN
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Late model tractors, combines, heads,
skidloaders & other miscellaneous equipment!

Auction Representative:

ZACH HINER (260) 437-2771
Som MaW Fenancing nvaifolfe & quefified bugers/

 MERTTAUCTIONS —

“Specializing in Farm Real Estate & Ag Equipment”

(833) 273-9300
www.MeritAuctions.com
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and you are mandated
to greatly reduce water
usage and perhaps even
cease watering the lawn.

Certain species of
grass are more resilient
in drought conditions.
According to Scotts,

the clippings so they
don’t clump and choke
the grass.

Is this the end of that Bermuda, Zoysia, St. Consider an
great, green carpet of Augustine, Bahia, and amendment
grass? Buffalo grasses are Hydretain is a soil

On the surface it
may seem like keeping
a lawn healthy during
watering restrictions
is a losing battle. After
all, grass needs water
to thrive. However,
there are some things
homeowners can do to
prolong the life of their
lawns until restrictions
are lifted.

Mouw less often

Tall grass can
shade the soil and its
delicate roots, helping
to avoid even further
evaporation of what
precious water the lawn
is getting. Space out
mowing to every other
week or even every two
weeks, particularly if
you notice the grass is
growing more slowly
due to less watering.
Mowing stresses a lawn,
and the grass is already
stressed from lack of
water. Mowing less
frequently can help.

Water early on
Maximize the benefits
of any irrigation system
by watering during the
early morning hours,
or between 2 and 9
a.m. This is when wind
speeds are usually lower
and evaporation from
wind and sun is less
likely to occur. Keep
in mind that watering

more drought-tolerant
than others in southern
climates. Drought-
resistant grasses for
northern climates
include Tall Fescue and
Kentucky Bluegrass.
You may consider
switching to one of these
types if drought and
water restrictions in
your area have become
more common in recent
years.

Utilize grass
clippings

Lack of water can
contribute to higher soil
temperatures, which
affects soil organic
matter, says The Grass
Outlet. Grass clippings
left on the lawn can
reduce soil temperature,

moisture manager that
its producer attests

can extend watering
intervals for grass,
trees, shrubs, and
plants by as much as
two to three times. It
also is supposed to
minimize drought stress
and help lower water
usage, and thus avoid
watering restriction
fines. The product’s
hygroscopic and
humectant components
attach to plant root
hairs, drawing moisture
vapor from the soil and
turning that vapor into
droplets.

A proactive approach
can help individuals
protect their lawns
when water restrictions
are in place.
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lllinois State Fair postcard design winners at Ridgely Elementary School in Springfield.

lllinois State Fair, Ridgely
Elementary School unveil
winners of 2025 Postcard Contest

SPRINGFIELD, IL
- Students at Ridgely
Elementary put their
creativity on display
through a unique
partnership between
Springfield Public
Schools District 186
and the Illinois State
Fair.

For the third year in
a row, students were
invited to participate
in a contest to design
a postcard for the
Illinois State Fair.

In their art class,
students captured the
theme of ‘Agriculture
at the Fair’ in their
postcard designs, and
staff selected one
postcard from each
grade level as the
winner.

“The Illinois State
Fair is all about
creating community,
and Ridgely
Elementary School

is a great neighbor,”
said Rebecca Clark,
Illinois State Fair
Manager. “We value
our partnership with
District 186 and the
opportunity to shine a
spotlight on the talent
and creativity of
Ridgely students.”

The six winning
postcards will be
printed and available
for free in the
Emmerson Building
during the 11 days of
the Illinois State Fair
in August. Kids of all
ages are encouraged
to write a message to
a friend or loved one
and mail them, free
of charge, at the U.S.
Post Office, located in
the Expo Building on
the fairgrounds.

“The Illinois State
Fair isn’t just an
event—it’s a part of
our school’s extended

family. We’re proud
to share a corner of
the city with them
and grateful for the
way they invest in
our students, staff,
and community each
year,” said Ridgely
Elementary Principal
Jennifer Butcher.
Students
throughout District
186 are invited
to enter their art
projects in the
Illinois State Fair
Art Competition.
Entries are due by
July 15 and include
categories such as
painting, watercolors,
drawings, sculptures,
crafts, photography
and digital imagery.
Cash prices are
offered. More details
can be found on the
Illinois State Fair
website, StateFair.
Illinois.gov

Braili — First Grade Winner

Braelynne — Second Grade Winner

Belle

— Third G

Brock — Fourth Grade Winner

Jakobi — Fifth Grade

ot e

Winner

Country star Jake Owen to headline
Illinois State Fair grandstand

SPRINGFIELD,

IL — Country music
hitmaker Jake Owen
will headline the
Illinois State Fair
Grandstand on Friday,
August 8.

With 10 No. 1 singles
and more than 2.5
billion U.S. on-demand
streams, Owen is a
standout performer
in the country music
scene. His laid-back
style and chart-topping
songs like “Barefoot
Blue Jean Night,”
“Beachin’,” and “The
One That Got Away”
have made him a
household name.

“August 8is
Agriculture Day at the
Illinois State Fair, and
this is the perfect way
to celebrate,” said Jerry
Costello II, Director of
the Illinois Department
of Agriculture.
“Country artists are
a crowd favorite in
central Illinois, and
we are excited to bring
Jake Owen to the
Grandstand.”

The gold and
platinum-selling
recording artist, and
ACM award winner,
has released nine
studio albums. He also
appeared in the film

Always a call
or click away

Our Friend (2019).
Jake is currently in
the recording studio
preparing to release
two new projects in
mid-to-late 2025.
“Jake Owen brings
the kind of feel-good,
singalong energy that
defines summer nights
at the Illinois State
Fair,” said Illinois
State Fair Manager
Rebecca Clark. “We’re
excited to welcome
him to Springfield and
give fairgoers another
reason to celebrate
with us this August.”
Tickets for Jake
Owen will go on sale
Saturday, May 17 at 10

Call me for a quote today

o StateFarm’

Bob Bahr
Agent

2015 W Main Street

Carbondale, IL 62901-2276

Bus: 618-457-2113

bob.bahr.by15@statefarm.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

a.m. via Ticketmaster.

Tier 3 - $30 / Tier 2 -
$35 / Tier 1 - $40 / Track
- $50 / Blue Ribbon
Zone - $95

*A $30 Pre-Show
Party ticket is offered
as an additional
upgrade for all paid
concerts.

Mark your calendars
for the 2025 Illinois
State Fair, August 7
through August 17 in
Springfield.

Stay up to date with
all the latest news and
announcements from
the Illinois State Fair
by connecting with us
via Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.
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..1n a troubled world

When miracles seem so far away

By Teresa LeNeave
Leneave2@comcast.net

I believe God
intervenes in the
affairs of man, but I
have to admit there
are times when He
doesn’t work as
quickly as I would
like. ... Times when
miracles seem so far
away. I was taught
that God is always
available and eager
to respond to our
prayers. So, when I
hear of bad things
happening all around
us, I just can’t believe
God leaves us to
random chance.
Somehow, I believe He
will intervene.

I believe,
somewhere in all
that happens in this
world; in all the wars
and fighting and
hatred and in all the
mistakes we make,
there is a God whose
watching with eyes
full of grace and
mercy. I believe He
allows us to make our
own mistakes so we
can learn from them,
but I don’t believe we
are on an island alone
left to struggle to the

death.

Do we ever really
learn? Why does man
keep doing the same
things over and over?
After thousands of
years of war and
revenge will man
ever learn love and
kindness is a better
way? Let’s bring it
closer to home. Why
don’t we learn that in
our families and our
churches?

God wants His
people to live
victorious lives. I am
sure of that, but there
are so many people
who fill church pews
who are struggling
with life; struggling to
hold faith close when
everything is against
them. Let me remind
you, God is on your
side if you really love
Him. The Bible is full
of redemption. Of
second chances. Of
miracles. Of healing.
Faith, the Bible says,
is the victory that
overcomes the world
(I John 54).

His plan is that we
love God with all our
heart, soul, mind and
strength and love our
neighbor as ourselves

(Luke 10:27).

I know, loving
people we love is
hard enough, but
loving our enemy is
even harder. There
is a very complex
scripture hidden in
the pages of the Bible
that I, personally,
had a battle with.
Matthew wrote, “You
have heard that it has
been said, you shalt
love your neighbor,
and hate your enemy.
But I say unto you,
love your enemies,
bless them that curse
you, do good to them

that hate you and
pray for them which
despitefully use you,
and persecute you;
that you may be the
children of your
Father which is in
heaven: for he makes
His sun to rise on
the evil and on the
good, and sends rain
on the just and on
the unjust (Matthew
5:43-45). That’s a hard
command to follow
when nothing seems
to be working out.
There are times
when prayer is like
fighting a battle and

-

miracles seem so far
away. It’s those times,
when we are blinded
by circumstances,
that we can spend
too much time trying
to figure things out
on our own and not
enough time trusting
God close the mouths
of the lions.

In tough times, it is
in our nature to think
logically and use what
knowledge we have to
search out a solution,
and I think we should
do that, but not to the
extent of letting stress
and anxiety defeat

our faith. Paul said
God can be strong in
our weakness if we
just let Him be. “And
He said to me, my
grace is sufficient for
you: for my strength
is made perfect
in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9a).
Matthew 17:20 tells
us that if we have
even the smallest
amount of faith, we
can do what seems
impossible. What
I guess I'm trying
to say, is “don’t
be defeated by
circumstances. They
are subject to change,
and if they don’t God
will change us and
give us strength”. I
believe it was King
David who said, “I
have been young and
now am old; I've never
seen the righteous
forsaken, or His seed
begging for bread. He
is ever merciful, and
lends; and his seed are
blessed. Depart from
evil, and do good;
and dwell for ever
more (Psalm 37:25-27).
When miracles seem
so far away, that’s a
great promise to hold
on to.

Bro. Brandon G. Bramlett
Bandana Baptist Church

You rarely notice
it happening—but
if it ever ceased, the
whole world would
notice. It happens
in the mountain
streams—they
generously pour
themselves into
lakes only to be
replenished by rain.
What they give
always comes back.
It happens in the
clouds above you.
These rolling giants
bountifully bless the
earth with rainfall
only to be refilled
with the rising mists
of evaporation. What
they give away is

The

boomerang o

always given back.
This is not just
the way things work
in nature—this is
how God’s economy
of blessing works
as well. Believers
are blessed to be a
blessing to others,
and blessings come
to those who bless.
As Solomon assured,
“Cast thy bread upon
the waters: for thou
shalt find it after
many days” (Eccl.
11:1, KJV). Jesus
also taught the same
truth: “Give, and
it will be given to
you. Good measure,
pressed down,
shaken together,
running over, will be
put into your lap. For

with the measure
you use it will be
measured back to
you” (Luke 6:38).
Believers can
bless others through
burden-bearing,
need-meeting,
forgiveness-giving,
truth-telling, and
countless other
Spirit-empowered
actions. And those
who do experience a
“boomerang effect,”
wherein God richly
replenishes what is
given—either in this

life or the next (Matt.

19:29). It happens
like this: “Whoever
brings blessing will
be enriched, and
one who waters will
himself be watered”

(Prov. 11:25; cf.

2 Cor. 9:6). God
notices when you
lavishly give your
time, talents, and
treasures to others,
and that’s when He
opens the windows
of heaven to “pour
down for you a
blessing until there
is no more need”
(Mal. 3:10; cf. Prov.
19:17).

The hoarding
Christian who never
gives becomes like
the stagnant and
lifeless Dead Sea,
which only receives
water but never
gives it. A garden
plant heavy with
fruit will collapse
and wither if it

blessing

doesn’t release what
it bears. A soaking
sponge never wrung
out will grow moldy.
A well never drawn
might be full, but

it quenches no

one’s thirst with its
water locked away.
Likewise, stashing
away and stockpiling
our blessings
willfully interrupts
God’s cycle of
blessing, resulting
in spiritual decay,
disintegration, and
dryness.

Of course, we do
not give just to get.
We give to please
the Lord, not to
manipulate His
process of blessing.
In obedience to God,

the widow woman
from Zarephath
gave Elijah the little
oil and flour she

had left, and God
provided her with a
feast of bread, and
the resurrection of
her son (1 Kings 17:8-
24). Mary of Bethany
anointed Christ
with a costly jar of
perfume to honor
her Lord, not to gain
a blessing—and yet,
she is honored every
time the gospel is
preached (Mark
14:3-9). We give for
the glory of God and
the good of others.
But often, when
blessing others, we
are blessed all over
again.

Let not your heart bhe troubled: ye helieve in God,

helieve also in me.

— Joun 14:1
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GOOD EATING

T DIGGETY DO

It’s National Hot Dog Month!

I-Iot Dog Casserole

Ingredients

3 tablespoons butter

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 to 1-1/2 teaspoons salt

1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon pepper
1-1/2 cups 2% milk

5 medium red potatoes, thinly
sliced

1 package (1 pound) hot dogs,
halved lengthwise and cut into
1/2-inch slices

1 medium onion, chopped

1/3 cup shredded cheddar cheese
Chopped green onions, optional

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350°. In a small
saucepan, melt butter. Stir in the

Gradually add milk. Bring to a boil;
cook and stir until thickened and
bubbly, about 2 minutes.

2.1n a greased 2-1/2-qt. baking
dish, layer with a third of the
potatoes, half the hot dogs and
half the onion. Repeat layers. Top
with remaining potatoes. Pour
white sauce over all.

3. Bake, covered, for 1 hour.
Uncover; sprinkle with cheese.
Bake until potatoes are tender,
10-15 minutes longer. If desired,
garnish with green onions.

flour, salt and pepper until smooth.

Hot Dog Pie

Ingredients

1/2 pound ground beef

4 hot dogs, cut in half lengthwise and sliced
1 can (16 ounces) baked beans

1/2 cup ketchup

2 tablespoons brown sugar

2 tablespoons prepared mustard

2 ounces process cheese (Velveeta), cubed
1 frozen deep-dish pie crust (9 inches)

4 slices American cheese

Directions

Preheat oven to 400°. In a large saucepan,
cook beef over medium heat until no longer
pink; drain. Add hot dogs, beans, ketchup,
brown sugar, mustard and cheese cubes. Cook
and stir until cheese is melted.

Meanwhile, prick crust with a fork. Bake for
10 minutes. Fill with hot beef mixture. Cut each
cheese slice into four strips; make a lattice
topping over pie. Bake until cheese is melted,
5-10 minutes longer.

Did You Know?

American purchase about 9 billion
hot dogs a year! That works out to
about 70 hot dogs per person!

Corn Dogs

Ingredients 2/3 cup 2% milk
3/4 cup yellow cornmeal 10 pop sticks
3/4 cup self-rising flour 10 hot dogs

1 large egg, lightly beaten Oil for deep-fat frying

Directions

In a large bowl, combine cornmeal, flour and egg. Stir in milk to make
a thick batter; let stand 4 minutes. Insert sticks into hot dogs; dip into
batter.

In an electric skillet or deep-fat fryer, heat oil to 375°. Fry corn dogs,
a few at a time, until golden brown, 6-8 minutes, turning occasionally.
Drain on paper towels.

Hot Dog Roll-Ups

Ingredients

8 hot dogs

1 block (4 ounces) cheddar cheese, cut into 8 strips
2 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled

1 tube (8 ounces) refrigerated crescent rolls

Directions

Cut a lengthwise slit in each hot dog; fill with a strip of cheese and
about 1/2 teaspoon bacon.

Separate crescent dough into 8 triangles.

Place a hot dog on the wide end of each triangle; roll toward the
point.

Place cheese side up on an ungreased baking sheet.

Bake at 375° until golden brown, 12 minutes or until golden brown.
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