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By Teresa Pearson
Farmers’ Quarterly writer

Benny Cooper 
Farm in Ballard 
County will be 
kicking off Grain Bin 
Safety Awareness 
week in honor of 
Benny this year.

On March 24, there 
will be a Safety and 
Accident Prevention 
Day beginning with a 
4:30pm ceremony at 
Abell Place Grain 
Bins, followed by a 
tractor and 
emergency vehicle 
procession to 
Bandana Baptist 
Family Life Center. 
They will have a 
chili cook off by area 
first responders and 
a health screening by 
Raising Hope Mobile 
Unit. At 6 pm will be 
Grain Bin safety and 
rescue training for 
first responders and 
farmers. Times are 
tentative.

Benny Cooper was 
a Ballard County 
farmer who 

passed away in a 
grain bin accident 
early this year.

Also on March 22 
at 6 pm, there will be 
a FFA Alumni Trivia 
Night to raise money 
for a Benny Cooper 
BMHS Scholarship 
Fund. $20 per person, 
up to 6 people per 
team, door prizes, 
bring your own 
snacks. Doors open 
at 5:30pm. 

If you are unable to 
attend, but would 
like to donate to the 
Scholarship Fund, 
Please Contact: Mark 
Williams (270) 
832-0314 Or Ryan 
Buchanan (270) 
748-2806.

Two events honoring 
Ballard County 

farmer Benny Cooper

By Teresa Pearson
Farmers’ Quarterly writer

 
The McBride 

Family Farms is a 
registered Angus 
cattle operation 
specializing in high 
quality powerful 
bulls and maternal 
females. The family 
also provides the 
best possible high 
quality Angus beef 
at their farm in 
South Pittsburg, 
Tennessee. 

For over 20 years, 
the McBride family 
has been refining 
their herd of quality 
Angus cattle by 
selectively breeding 
them for industry-
leading traits. 
Today, their almost 
200 mama cows 
reside on the rolling 
hills of northern 

Coffee County in 
Middle Tennessee 
where the family 
provides them with 
wholesome feed and 
the best possible 
care.

Each spring, cows 
and yearling bulls 
are offered at an 
on-farm production 
sale. In addition, 
other animals are 
marketed directly to 
other cattlemen 
through private 
treaty sales. Calves 
destined for 
consumption rather 
than breeding are 
grain finished for 
60-90 days and then 
processed at 
McBride Meats Co. 
and offered for sale 
at the on-farm store 
and at the McBride 
Meats butcher shop 
in South Pittsburg.

The Calf Buyback 
Program: McBride 
Angus offers 
something the others 
can’t do, because 
they also own the 
largest USDA 
slaughterhouse.

McBride Angus 
offers a guaranteed 
bid based on the top 
of the market from a 
previous report of 
your local sale barn 
within two weeks. 
With no price 
docking and same 
day pay, this is the 
best program you 
can find. With the 
buyback program 
you get the best 
price, without 
dealing with a sale 
barn.

Matthew McBride 
says, “If you trust us 
with the bull that is 
50% of your herd, 

then you shouldn’t 
receive average 
prices.”

Customer Casey 
Botts said, “Being a 
small producer, the 
McBride buyback 
program works well 
for my operation. I 
was skeptical at 
first, but Matthew 
has lived up to his 
word in every 
aspect. I have been 
pleased with the ease 
of transactions and 
Matthew’s 
willingness to 
answer any 
questions I have 
had.”

The McBride 
Angus Farms is 
family owned and 
operated and seeks 
to serve God by:

McBride Angus Farms offers 
Calf Buyback Program

see BUYBACK, 
page A3

WAVE River counties 
AG well represented 

at state YFA
By Teresa Pearson
Farmers’ Quarterly writer

 
WAVE River 

Counties AG 
Initiative member 
Collin Cooper and 
WAVE AG Secretary 
Madi Schmidt with 
the Young Farmer 
Association Chapter 

attended the 
67th annual State 
Young Farmer 
Association 
Convention at Lake 
Cumberland State 
Park, over the 
weekend. 

see YFA, 
page A7

A Section
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purplewave.com
FAST TURNAROUND. PROVEN SUCCESS.

Call us today!  866.608.9283

Upgrade your fleet  •  Pass on a legacy  •  Turn extra assets into cash

— WITH YOU FOR A STRONGER AG COMMUNITY —

FOR GENERATIONS, farmers have 

trusted auctions. Now, Purple Wave 

brings them online with no reserves, 

reaching a global community. Fueling 

the ag market to keep legacies alive, 

we host ag auctions every other 

Wednesday.

ZZ9999 ‘00 
00

EQ1127 ‘13 John Deere 6125M 
MFWD tractor

ZZ9999 ‘00 
00

YA0355 ‘19 John Deere 9800i 
forage harvester

ZZ9999 ‘00 
00

DP6181 ‘05 Apache AS1010 
sprayer  

EY9887  
‘13 Fendt 828 
Vario MFWD 
tractor

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2
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From Ag Commissioner Jonathan Shell

Ag Education Week offers firsthand look at local farms

• sharing His love 
with others,

• showing respect 
for the land and 
animals he has 
allowed us to 
manage,

• supplying other 
farmers with 
genetics that will 
improve their herds 
and livelihoods, and

•  improving the 

diets and quality of 
life of our customers 
by providing them 
with nutritious beef 
protein.

McBride Angus 
Farms Headquarters 
is located at 2225 
Gnat Hill Rd 
Manchester, TN 
37355 Check out their 
website or Facebook 
page for 
more information.
mcbrideangus.com

BUYBACK, 
from page A1

By Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell

The Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture is 
launching a new 
initiative in March as 
part of Ag Education 
Week, offering 
agriculture tours that 
give young 
Kentuckians a 
firsthand look at local 
farms and agri-
businesses. These 
experiences will 
connect students with 
the people and 
processes that keep 
our agriculture 
industry thriving, 
helping them 
understand the vital 
role agriculture plays 
in their daily lives and 
future careers.

The Real Ag 
Experience provides a 
chance for students to 
meet farmers, florists, 
veterinarians, 
landscapers, 
greenhouse managers, 
farm store owners, 
and ag finance and 
insurance 
professionals in their 
communities. It allows 
them to make the 
crucial connection 
between agricultural 
products that they 
rely on and the hard-
working people who 
produce them.

The program 
provides hands-on 
learning opportunities 
for students to explore 
the various aspects of 
agriculture and 
farming in Kentucky. 
There are interactive 

events, farm tours, 
and activities 
designed to teach 
students about the 
importance of 
agriculture in 
Kentucky’s economy, 
the environment, and 
their daily lives.

The initiative is 
targeted at school 
youth, but it’s open to 
anyone interested in 
learning more about 
the industry. The goal 
is to create a better 
understanding of 
where food comes 
from, how it’s 
produced, and the 
range of career 
opportunities 
available in 
agriculture.

The program 
emphasizes the 
connection between 
agriculture and the 
state’s rich cultural 
heritage, while also 
highlighting 
innovations in 
modern farming 
practices. It’s a fun 
and educational way 
to engage the next 
generation in 
conversations about 
the future of farming 
and food production.

The Real Ag 
Experience initiative 
offers several benefits 
to students, especially 
those who may not 
have direct exposure 
to agriculture. They 
include:

• Hands-on 
learning: Students 
get to experience 
farming and 
agriculture firsthand, 
allowing them to learn 
in a more interactive 
and engaging way 

compared to 
traditional classroom 
settings. This type of 
experiential learning 
can deepen their 
understanding of 
complex concepts 
related to food 
production, 
sustainability, and 
environmental 
stewardship.

• Career 
exploration: The 
initiative exposes 
students to a wide 
variety of career paths 
in agriculture, from 
farming and animal 
care to agricultural 
technology, research, 
and agribusiness. This 
helps them think 

about potential career 
interests that they 
might not have 
considered before.

• Developing 
practical skills: By 
participating in the 
program, students can 
gain practical, real-
world skills such as 
teamwork, problem-
solving, and an 
appreciation for hard 
work. These skills are 
valuable not only in 
agriculture but in any 
future career or 
personal development.

• The journey from 
farm to table: The 
program helps 
students understand 
where food comes 

from and how it gets 
to  the table. This can 
lead to healthier 
eating habits, a 
greater appreciation 
for the work behind 
food production, and a 
stronger sense of 
responsibility toward 
sustainable practices.

• Connection to 
local communities: 
The initiative fosters a 
sense of community 
pride as students learn 
about Kentucky’s 
agricultural traditions 
and how local farming 
supports the state’s 
economy. It helps 
them feel more 
connected to their 
heritage and the local 

farming community.
Overall, the Real Ag 

Experience gives 
students the tools to 
make informed 
decisions about food, 
sustainability, and 
their own future 
career paths, while 
fostering a deeper 
connection to 
agriculture.
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Kentucky Hemp Association denounces 
restrictive hemp beverage bill

www.bunchbrothers.com

P.O. BOX 175 ★ Wingo, KY 42088
270.748.8080 ★ Fax: 270.376.2997

Steven J Bunch, Auctioneer  ★  Joe Bunch, Auctioneer

2-DAY LOUISVILLE 
SPRING AUCTION

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
APRIL 22ND & 23RD

AT 9:00 A.M. EST  •  KENTUCKY EXPO CENTER

To consign your equipment or receive a seller’s packet contact Steven Bunch 
(270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or email Lori@bunchbrothers.com

Have your list to us by March 21st for nationwide 
advertising deadlines!

Selling Heavy 
Equipment, 

Trucks, Trailers, 
Attachments

 & More!

(Frankfort, KY -- ) 
Kentucky lawmakers 
and media have been 
misled about hemp 
beverage regulations. 
While some have 
suggested that a deal 
has been reached 
between lawmakers 
and the hemp industry, 
no such agreement 
exists. In reality, since 
the passage of Rep 
Raymer’s HB 544, 
hemp stakeholders 
have spent years 
developing safety and 
testing protocols—
protocols now being 
disregarded in favor of 
rushed legislation that 
would hand control of 
the industry to Big 
Alcohol. 

SB 202 was 
introduced late in the 
session without input 
from Kentucky’s hemp 
industry, imposing an 
unnecessary 
moratorium on hemp 
beverages. The floor 
amendment to SB 202 
— which was not 
discussed with the 
state’s leading hemp 
trade organization 

— ignores prior 
agreements and 
legislative processes, 
instead handing 
regulatory control to 
the Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission (ABC) 

“The amendment to 
SB202 undermines the 
entrepreneurial spirit 
that drives innovation 
in the beverage 
market. It hands a 
fast-growing, popular, 
and profitable new 
product to the ABC and 
Big Alcohol. There are 
few consumer 
protections in this 
amendment, but it does 
serve to protect the 
special interests that 
view hemp beverages 
as a threat to their 
bottom line,” said 
KYHA board member 
Katie Moyer, owner of 
Kentucky Hemp 
Works. 

Kentucky’s hemp 
beverage industry 
contributes $330M to 
the state’s economy 
and employs over 3,000 
people. This 
amendment would 
cripple local 

businesses while 
giving out-of-state 
competitors an unfair 
advantage in direct-to-
consumer sales. 

Kentucky hemp 
farmer Michael Adair, 
a board member for 
KYHA said “If this 
model is adopted, other 
states will likely follow 
suit, causing the sales 
of hemp products to 
shrink across the 
country. The more 
limited the 
distribution, the fewer 
outlets will exist to sell 
the products, which in 
turn impacts the 
livelihoods of 
Kentucky’s hemp 
farmers.” 

The timeline of 
events shows a pattern 
of exclusion and 
rushed decision-
making, ignoring the 
very stakeholders who 
helped build the 
industry: 

Sept 26, 2024 – KYHA 
leaders testified 
against ABC control in 
Senator Adams’ 
committee hearing. 

Feb 18, 2025 – KYHA 

met with Chairman 
Matt Koch to discuss 
hemp beverage 
regulation; concessions 
were made but 
ignored. 

March 4, 2025 – 
Senator Adams 
introduced SB 202, 
placing a moratorium 
on hemp beverages 
until 2026. 

March 7, 2025 – A 
surprise floor 
amendment (SFA2) 
was introduced, 
forcing hemp 
beverages under Big 
Alcohol control. 

What This 
Legislation Does 
Wrong: 

Removes existing 
oversight from CHFS 
(which has already 
regulated 146 
compliant hemp 
beverages), replacing it 
with ABC control, 
despite ABC having 
zero funding allocated 
for hemp regulation. 

Violates federal 
commerce law by 
restricting hemp 
beverage sales across 
state lines, blocking 

Kentucky businesses 
from selling products 
that remain legal 
elsewhere. 

Eliminates consumer 
choice by forcing hemp 
beverages into alcohol 
distribution channels, 
requiring hemp 
retailers to obtain a 
quota retail package 
license despite those 
licenses being strictly 
limited and already 
allocated. (See: Page 35, 
(2)(c)) 

Bans in-house 
service of hemp 
beverages for 
businesses that sell 
them in retail, further 
restricting small 
business operations. 
(See: Page 36, (4)) 

Hinders research 
and development by 
capping THC levels 
based on arbitrary 
limits rather than 
established industry 
standards or ongoing 
university research 
(See: Section 35) 

Forces rapid product 
disposal, giving 
businesses just 30 days 
to liquidate inventory, 

resulting in significant 
financial losses and 
waste. (See: Page 47 (2)) 

Restricts delivery 
options, banning hemp 
beverages from being 
shipped to dry 
counties, further 
limiting accessibility 
for consumers and 
businesses. (See: Page 
37 (2)(b)) 

Kentucky’s hemp 
industry has followed 
every regulation set 
forth by the CHFS, 
investing millions in 
compliance and safety 
standards. This 
legislation undermines 
that progress, disrupts 
an entire industry, and 
serves corporate 
interests over 
Kentucky small 
businesses. The KYHA 
urges lawmakers and 
their constituents to 
oppose SB 202 and any 
amendments that hand 
control of hemp 
beverages to Big 
Alcohol. 

Dee Dee Taylor, 
President 502-409-2292 
Chris Ware, Vice 
President 205-960-8009



WWW.KY-NEWS.COM • 270.442.7389	 	 FARMERS’ QUARTERLY/MARCH 2025  A5

2018 MACK PINNACLE CXU613, 
Nice truck, fleet maintained, runs 
excellent! Power right w/m/d, dump 
valve, A/S 5th, diff lock, gd trs
Stk. #18CXU567DC ................. $20,000

2020 VOLVO VNR64T300, Good 
truck runs excellent, fleet main-
tained, air seat, tilt/tele, differential 
lock, dump valve, cruise
Stk. #20AV582VNRDC............ $23,000

2022 VOLVO VNR64T300, VERY 
good truck, runs excellent, fleet 
maintained, air seat, tilt/tele, diff lock, 
cruise, power w/d/m
Stk. #22D13520VNRDC ...........$36,000

2014 KENWORTH T800, Nice truck, 
runs great, clean! Air seat, air brakes, 
diff lock, full locking rears, A/S 5th, 
dump valve, cruise.
Stk. #14MX648T8DC .............. $20,000

2015 MACK PINNACLE CXU615, Nice 
truck, fleet maintined, runs excellent! 
Power right window, pm/pdl, dump 
valve, A/S 5th, diff locks.
Stk. #15CXU638TADC ............ $16,000

2016 PETERBILT 579, Good truck, 
fleet maintened, runs and drives per-
fect! Good tires, clean cab, pw/m/d, 
tilt/tele, dump valve
Stk. #16MX807579DC ............ $20,000

2013 VOLVO VNL64T300,  Nice truck, 
runs great, clean, air seat, A?S 5th, diff 
lock, dump valve, fleet maintained, 
power windows/mirr, htd mirr, tilt/tele
Stk. #13D13729VNLDC ......... $11,000

2025 WITZCO CHALLENGER RG-52-
TON/23 FT WELL, New 52 ton low boy 
trailer, chain tie downs, d-rings, Honda 
Pony engine, chain/binder storate, pad 
ft on lift cylinder, well built
Stk. # 25WIT114RG52 ...............$50,000

2015 CATERPILLAR 416F, Nice ma-
chine, good tires, runs and operates 
excellent, outriggers, 2WD, ROPS, ra-
dial tires, 2 open fenders
Stk. #15CAT416BHOE ............ $35,000

2020 TIMPTE 40 FT HOPPER, Nice 
trailer, good shape, dump valve, good 
tires, good tarp, 2 hoppers, roll tarp, 
ladder.
Stk. #20TIM101HOPPER ..........$33,000

2015 JET 42 FT HOPPER, Nice trailer, 
excellent shape, good roll tarp, 
good doors, nice wagon, 2 speed 
landing gear, front and rear ladders, 
2 hoppers.
Stk. #15JET844HOPPER ........ $22,000

2017 KENWORTH T880, Nice truck, 
runs great, clean, fleet maintained! Air 
set, pw/pm/heated mirrors, diff lock, 
dump valve
Stk. #17MX636T880DC ......... $25,000

OVER 1000 USED TRUCKS IN INVENTORY ALL THE TIME!OVER 1000 USED TRUCKS IN INVENTORY ALL THE TIME!

20 to 
choose 

from

2021 KENWORTH T680,  Very nice 
truck, fleet maintained! Air seat, power 
win/mirr/heated mirror, dump valve, 
sliding 5th wheel, diff lock, good tires
Stk. #21MX510T680DC ......... $11,000

2017 PETERBILT 337,  Good truck, 
very clean, runs and drives excellent, air 
seat, air brakes, auto trans, dump valve, 
power window.
Stk. #17PETE375SADC ........... $20,000

2022 PETERBILT 579, Very nice truck, 
runs excellent, fleet maintained! Air 
seat, tilt/tele, diff lock, dump valve, 
cruise, good tires, power win, low mil.
Stk. #22MX177579DC ........... $45,000

2019 FREIGHTLINER CORONADO 
122 SD, Nice truck, runs and drives ex-
cellent, good virgin tires, southern ran 
truck, not rusty, wet kit, full lkg rears. 
Stk. #19DET673CORDC ......... $30,000

2017 PETERBILT 579,  Very nice truck, 
fleet maintained! PTO/PUMP! Full gu. 
pkg, differential lock, dump valve, pw/d, 
air seat, tilt/tele, heated mirrors! Full 
locking rears, single comp 4750 gal tank
Stk. #17MX548579FUEL........ $35,000

2019 MACK ANTHEM 64T,  Very nice 
truck, runs great, very clean, air seat, 
pw/d/m, heated mirrors, dump valve, 
differential lock, tilt/tele, 425 HP
Stk. #19591ANTHDC .............. $28,000

2016 CATERPILLAR CT660S,  Very 
nice truck, runs and drives excellent! 
Diff lock, dump valve, A/S 5th wheel, 
wet kit, heated mirrors, pw/m, good 
tires, clean frame, no rust! full gu. pkg.
Stk. #16CAT233HDDC............ $30,000

2017 WESTERN STAR 5700XE, Nice 
truck, runs excellent, clean, air seats, 
power right window, tilt/tele, cruise, 
full locking rears, sliding 5th wheel, 
dump valve
Stk. #17DET527WSDC ........... $20,000

2020 INTERNATIONAL RH, Good 
truck, runs excellent, fleet maintained, 
power win/door locks, smart wheel, 
cruise, A/S 5th, dump valve, tilt/tele
Stk. #20YEL610PRODC .......... $15,000

2020 KENWORTH T680,  Good truck, 
fleet maintained, runs great, clean, air 
seat, air brakes, tilt/tele, pw/m, heated 
mirrors, super nice truck!
Stk. #20MX529T680DC ......... $30,000

2017 FREIGHTLINER 122SD, Good 
truck, truck, runs great, clean, well 
maintained, air seat, air brakes, nice 
cab, diff lock, dump valve, A/S 5th, tilt/
tele, pw/m, wet kit
Stk. #17DET430SDDC ............ $32,000

2020 FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA 
116,  Nice truck, runs great, clean, air 
seat, dump valve, diff lock, power w/m, 
heated mirrors, tilt/tele, smart wheel, 
Fleet maintained!
Stk. #20DET803CASDC ......... $22,000

2012 HITACHI ZX85USB-3, Nice 
machine, runs and operates excellent! 
Push blade, side shift boom, 18 in 
bucket, nice cab, good glass, good 
U/C, A/C, ROPS
Stk. #12HIT85EXC ................... $32,000

2017 DEERE 210G, Clean machine, 
runs and operates excellent! Straight 
body!, steel track, bolt-on pads, 12,782 
hours
Stk. #17JD210EXC ................... $35,000

2010 KOMATSU PC350 LC-8,  Nice 
machine, runs and operates excellent, 
nice cab, tight machine, 56 in bucket, 
clean overall shape, ROPS
Stk. #10KOM350EXC .............. $40,000

2005 CATERPILLAR 938G II,  Nice 
wheel loader, normal wear, good cab, 
not rusty, radial tire, ROPS, A/C/H, lever 
control
Stk. #05CAT938WLOAD ........ $35,000

2013 DEERE 524K,  Good running 
machine, nice cab, not rusty, runs and 
operates well, center pin has wear/sell 
as-is! ROPS, A/C
Stk. #13DEERE524WLOAD ... $40,000

2006 DEERE 310SG, Runs and 
operates excellent, good buckets, 
ROPS, open interior, Powertrain, 4 
WD, outriggers, standard battery
Stk. #06DEERE755BHOE ....... $25,000
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By Chris Aldridge
Kentucky Ag News

March 17-21 will 
mark a milestone 
in Kentucky’s 
educational 
landscape as the 
state celebrates its 
first-ever 
Agriculture 
Education Week. 
This initiative 
promises to deliver 
a dynamic learning 
experience for 
students, equip 
educators with 
invaluable 
resources, and 
foster stronger 
connections 
between 
agriculture and 
local communities. 
The week will 
serve as an 
interactive 
opportunity to help 
students 
understand 
agriculture’s vital 
role in everyday 

life, regardless of 
whether they 
aspire to work in 
the industry.

In today’s digital 
age, many students 
are increasingly 
detached from the 
origins of their 
food, fiber, and 
fuel. Agriculture 
Education Week 

aims to bridge that 
gap and provide a 
comprehensive 
learning 
experience while 
helping students 
explore agriculture 
as a possible career 
option.

“Ag Education 
Week is about 
more than just 

teaching kids 
where their food 
comes from; It’s 
about showing 
them the 
opportunities 
agriculture offers 
and inspiring them 
to be part of its 
future,” Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell 
said. “By engaging 
students early, 
we’re not only 
fostering 
appreciation but 
also preparing the 
next generation of 
farmers, scientists, 
business leaders, 
and innovators 
who will keep 
Kentucky 
agriculture strong. 
Investing in ag 
education today 
ensures a thriving, 
sustainable 
industry for 
tomorrow.”

Kentucky 
elementary 
students 
(kindergarten 
through fifth 
grade) can 
participate in all 
nine categories of 
activities during 
the week, while 
middle and high 
school students 
(sixth through 12th 
grades) can take 
part in three 
categories. Six 
involve reading 
and writing, one 
pertains to social 
studies, one relates 
to career studies, 
and one covers 

both social and 
career studies.

In the career 
studies category, 
the week will be 
highlighted by a 
live broadcast to 
all schools of an 
“Ask an Aggie” 
program at 1 p.m. 
EDT Thursday, 
March 20. The 
virtual panel 
discussion, hosted 
by Miss Kentucky 
Chapel Tinius, 
provides students 
of all ages with an 
opportunity to 
submit questions 
to professionals in 
Kentucky’s 
agriculture 
industry and hear 
their answers. 
Panelists include: 
Commissioner 
Shell, Kentucky 
Farm Bureau 
Federation 
President Eddie 
Melton, 4-H and 
FFA State 
Presidents Callie 
Derossett and 
Trenton Page, 
Hinton Mills Vice 
President Adam 
Hinton, a retired 
veterinarian with 
the U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture, and a 
financial officer 
for Farm Credit 
Mid-America.

In the social 
studies category, 
The Real Ag 
Experience will 
offer agriculture 
tours that give 
elementary 
students a 

firsthand look at 
local farms and 
agribusinesses. 
These experiences 
will connect young 
Kentuckians with 
the people and 
processes that keep 
our agriculture 
industry thriving, 
helping them 
understand the 
vital role 
agriculture plays 
in their daily lives 
and future careers.

The Real Ag 
Experience 
provides a chance 
for students to 
meet farmers, 
florists, 
veterinarians, 
landscapers, 
greenhouse 
managers, farm 
store owners, and 
ag finance and 
insurance 
professionals in 
their communities. 
It allows students 
to make the crucial 
connection 
between 
agricultural 
products that they 
rely on and the 
hard-working 
people who 
produce them.

“Students today 
are tomorrow’s 
leaders, and by 
helping them 
connect with 
agriculture, Ag 
Education Week 
will foster the next 
generation of 
farmers, 
entrepreneurs, 
policymakers, and 
consumers,” 
Commissioner 
Shell said.

For more 
information on Ag 
Education Week, 
the history and 
diversity of 
Kentucky 
agriculture lesson 
plans and 
resources, and to 
learn how you can 
get involved in this 
initiative, 
visit https://www.
kyagr.com/
marketing/ag-
education-week.
html.

Agriculture Education Week: Cultivating 
the future of Kentucky’s ag workforce
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Three contest 
applications were 
submitted with 
Jonathan Reynolds 
being named the 
state winner in 
Rural Leadership, 
Joel Reddick was the 
state winner in Soil 
and Water 
Conservation and 
the new WAVE AG 
YFA effort was 
named the state 
runner-up in the 
Chapter contest after 
only one year of 

existence. 
Advisor Dr. Tony 

Brannon and the 
other advisors from 
across the state were 
recognized for their 
leadership roles.

WAVE River 
Counties AG 
is bringing 
recognition to 
agriculture, the 
engine that drives 
our economy in 
Ballard, Carlisle, 
Hickman, and Fulton 
Counties, Kentucky. 
Their motto is “Let’s 
Grow With It”

YFA, 
from page A1
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Bluegrass Sales Stables hold regular auction dates
By Teresa Pearson
Farmers’ Quarterly writer

Bluegrass Sales 
Stables in Trenton, 
Ky are having regular 
auctions again.

There are generally 
two auction’s every 
2nd and 4th Saturday. 
One outside, which is 
yard sale stuff, small 
wagons, chicken 
feeders and waterers, 
and chicken coops 
etc.. The inside 
auction is small 
animals, chickens, 
quail, parakeets, baby 
goats, piglets, calves, 
turkeys, etc.. Then 

they have a big 
animal auction in the 
same building, cows, 
donkeys, goats, etc..

First sales start at 9 
am but be there early 
to register for a 
number or if you are 
bringing things to 
sell.

They also have 
special sales dates for 
specific animals. 
Check the Facebook 
page for dates.

Register at the front 
office to get a number 
first. That is how they 
tag your animal. For 
small animals you 
will pull around the 

front or just pack 
them in and large 
animals go on the side 
where you pull in. 
Small animals need to 
be in crates and the 
crate goes with the 
animal. You will see 
the flow of things 
once you get there.

Spring flowers and 
plants are starting to 
arrive. Watch their 
Facebook page for 
upcoming lists and 
special auctions.

Bluegrass Sales 
Stables is located at 
205 Tress Shop Road, 
Trenton, Ky. Phone: 
270-265-0102.

Inside of the auction barn with the small animals in crates.

Outside view of the Bluegrass Sales Stables.
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BUY, SELL, AND TRADE DAILY

815-889-4191 or Fax 815-889-5365
301 E. Frederick St. H Milford, ILHJim Mowrey

815-471-9610
Jon Mowrey

815-471-4191

For more information on auctions, 
like us on Facebook, Twitter, 
or text Mowrey to 33222 for 

notifications!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

Online bidding by Level. Go to mowreyauction.com 
and click bid online to sign up today!

www.mowreyauction.com

Auctions start at 8:00 A.M. CST
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19TH

UPCOMING AUCTIONS: April, July, August, September & December 2025
Can’t make it to our auction? We offer online bidding!

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
– Kentucky 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture Jonathan 
Shell is making 
rounds across the 
state as he visits with 
FFA members, 4-H 
members, and 
Kentucky County 
Clerks spreading the 
word about the Ag Tag 
Program.

“Today’s youth are 
the future for 
tomorrow’s 
agriculture,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “For years, 
people renewing their 
farm license plates 
have been given the 
opportunity to 
strengthen that future 
by donating to the Ag 
Tag fund. Through the 
years, millions have 
been donated, and our 
youth are the ones 
benefiting.”

As he visits 4-H and 
FFA members at each 
county stop, Shell goes 
into detail about the 
benefits both 
programs receive from 
the funds generated by 
the donations to the 
Ag Tag program.

Every year, when 
owners renew their 
farm license plates, or 
“ag tags,” which 
depict the Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture’s 
Kentucky Proud logo, 
along with the 4-H and 
FFA emblems, they 
can make a $10 

donation. That money 
goes into a fund 
divided equally among 
Kentucky 4-H, 
Kentucky FFA, and 
the Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture (KDA) to 
support Kentucky’s 
agriculture youth and 
other organizations 
and programs 
benefiting Kentucky’s 
farm families.

Last year, donations 
to the Ag Tag program 
reached a record high 
of $931,201.81. From 
that total, each group 
received $310,400.60 to 
invest back into their 
communities for 
youth development 
and promotional 
programs.

KDA uses its share 
of the Ag Tag funds for 
various programs, 
such as the Ag Athlete 
of the Year 
scholarships, the 
Kentucky Leopold 
Conservation Award, 
Kentucky Women in 
Agriculture, and 
Kentucky Agriculture 
and Environment in 
the Classroom.

Half of the 4-H and 
FFA donations are 
returned to local 
councils and chapters, 
allowing leaders in 
those contributing 
communities to use 
the funds to cover the 
cost of 4-H and FFA 
camps and other 
leadership programs 
for youth. In the past, 

County 4-H councils 
have used Ag Tag 
dollars to provide 4-H 
camp scholarships 
and travel for life-
changing, educational 
experiences to enable 
local 4-H youth to 
grow as leaders and 
engaged citizens. FFA 
chapters were free to 
use the money to meet 
the greatest needs in 
their community, 

such as FFA jackets 
for students in need or 
helping cover travel 
costs to leadership 
events.

“FFA and 4-H are 
two of the leading 
youth organizations in 
Kentucky and the 
nation. While they 
work to prepare youth 
to take on the 
challenges agriculture 
faces, KDA works 

every day to promote 
Kentucky’s farmers,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “This year’s Ag 
Tag campaign theme 
is ‘Bluegrass 
Beginnings, Boundless 
Futures,’ reflecting 
the true connection 
between the 
Commonwealth and 
agriculture. Funding 
from your voluntary 
donations helps all 

three organizations 
fulfill our mission to 
sustain Kentucky 
agriculture for future 
generations.”

In the weeks to 
come, Commissioner 
Shell invites those 
who are stopping by 
their county clerk’s 
office to renew their 
“Ag Tags,” to also 
make the $10 
donation.

Agriculture Commissioner kicks off Ag Tag 
season visiting with FFA, 4-H members

$10 donation benefits Kentucky agriculture youth

Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell has kicked off the annual Ag Tag season visiting with FFA and 
4-H students across the state. Drivers renewing their farm license plates, or “ag tags,” which depict the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Kentucky Proud logo, along with the 4-H and FFA emblems, can make 
a $10 donation. That money goes into a fund divided equally among Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky FFA, and the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) to support Kentucky’s agriculture youth and other organizations 
and programs benefiting Kentucky’s farm families. Above, Shell, center, is pictured with FFA and 4-H 
students in Simpson County. 

(Kentucky Department of Agriculture)
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UK Extension takes Big Blue Book Club on the road
By Bailey Vandiver

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
The Big Blue Book 

Club, hosted by Family 
and Consumer 
Sciences (FCS) in 
the University of 
Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service, 
enters a new chapter for 
the club’s 10th book. For 
the first time, the club 
will host meetings across 
Kentucky, exploring the 
state while reading “My 
Old Kentucky Road 
Trip” by UK alumni 
Cameron M. Ludwick 
and Blair Thomas Hess.  

Because “My Old 
Kentucky Road Trip” 
includes landmarks and 
history across Kentucky, 
taking the book club to 
some of those places is 
the “perfect solution to 
highlighting all that is 
unique about Kentucky,” 
said Mindy McCulley, 
FCS extension specialist 
for instructional support.  

Each meeting will 
include a discussion of 
part of the book; a 
presentation by an FCS 
expert that includes 
relevant, research-based 
information about 
travel; and an activity to 
enjoy “the fabulous 
locations we’re visiting,” 
McCulley said.  

The Big Blue Book 
Club will host six 

meetings across the 
state, all at 11 a.m. local 
time, with some of the 
specifics still to be 
determined. The first 
meeting, held in 
Frankfort on March 13, 
can be viewed via Zoom, 
but the rest of the events 
will be in person only. 

“You really can’t 
appreciate the beauty of 
Kentucky from behind a 
Zoom screen,” McCulley 
said.  

Registration for the 
book club is open now, 
though the club’s 
allotment of free books 
have already been 
claimed. Registrants will 
receive additional 
information via email 
about each meeting.

About the Big Blue 
Book Club 

The club started in 
2021, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

“Extension agents 
requested a ‘novel’ way 
to improve clientele 
morale and reduce 
feelings of isolation,” 
McCulley said. “After 
the pandemic 
restrictions were lifted, 
it was quickly evident 
that this type of 
programming resonated 
with participants.”  

The book club 
continued, featuring 
books recommended by 
specialists or 

participants. Often, like 
for this next iteration, 
the format of the club fit 
the content of the book. 
For example, the club 
was asynchronous 
for “Raising a Healthy, 
Happy Eater” because 
parents of young 
children might find it 
hard to attend a live 
event.  

The Big Blue Book 
Club has always 
included people from 
across Kentucky, so 
McCulley is excited to 
get the community 
together in person.  

“It feels like a natural 
progression of this 
program,” she said.

About “My Old 
Kentucky Road Trip” 

The book “My Old 
Kentucky Road 
Trip” began as a blog—
when friends Hess and 
Ludwick realized that 
they hadn’t seen enough 
of their home state. 

“We started this 
writing journey together 
as two friends driving 
around the state 
together,” Hess said. 
“The destinations we 
selected, the stories we 
chose to tell, were from 
the experiences that 
meant the most to us as 
friends and as 
Kentuckians.” 

The road trip they took 
together became the first 

of their five Kentucky-
focused books.  

Hess, now vice 
president for marketing 
and communications at 
the Kentucky 
Community and 
Technical College 
System, graduated from 
the UK Martin-Gatton 
College of Agriculture, 
Food and 
Environment in 2010 
with a bachelor’s 
in community and 
leadership development. 

Ludwick, now the 
associate director for 
books marketing and 
sales at Duke University 
Press, graduated from 
the UK College of Arts & 
Sciences in 2009 with a 
bachelor’s in English.  

“With all the amazing 
work UK’s extension 
offices do around the 
state, they’re one of the 
reasons we’re so proud 
to call Kentucky home,” 

Ludwick said. “‘My Old 
Kentucky Road Trip’ 
celebrates everything 
that makes Kentucky a 
place where 
communities thrive, and 
we couldn’t be more 
excited to meet and join 
the Big Blue Book Club 
in all the places where its 
members make such an 
impact.” 

McCulley said Big 
Blue Book Club will be a 
success if participants 
learn about formerly 
unfamiliar parts of 
Kentucky.  

“We have so many 
hidden gems,” McCulley 
said. “We are just trying 
to shine a light on a few 
of them and encourage 
people to get to know 
what is available in their 
own backyard.” 

Big Blue Book Club 
Events 

March 13 – Thomas D. 
Clark History Center 

– Frankfort
Meet the Authors of 

“My Old Kentucky 
Roadtrip” 

Discussion topic: 
Kentucky’s Historical 
Markers  

*This meeting will be 
available live via Zoom.  

April 1 – Hickman
Part 1: Western 

Kentucky and the 
Jackson Purchase  

Discussion topic: 
Financial 
Considerations for Local 
Travel

April 15 – Horse Cave
Part 2: The Pennyrile  
Discussion topic: 

Traveling with Kids
April 29 – Midway
Part 3: The Bluegrass 

and Central Kentucky  
Discussion topic: 

Local and Cultural 
Eating while Traveling

May 13 – New Castle
Part 4: Northern 

Kentucky and the Ohio 
River Valley 

Discussion topic: 
Traveling for Mental 
Health Benefits 

June 13 – Lynch
Part 5: Southeastern 

Kentucky and 
Appalachia 

Discussion topic: 
Travel Safety

To learn more and to 
register for Big Blue 
Book Club, visit https://
fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/
BBBClub. 

Big Blue Book Club is hosting meetings across the 
state. Design by Cate Wollert.



By Bailey Vandiver
Contributor Susan 
Baniak

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
One day, working in 

the field at the 
University of 
Kentucky Research 
and Education Center 
at Princeton, Whitney 
Peck wondered if she 
should get a college 
degree. 

As only a high 
schooler, she was 
already working 
part-time for the 
UKREC forage team 
and managed a cattle 
operation with her 
dad. She knew 

cultivating her family 
farm in Fredonia, 
Kentucky, was her 
primary career goal.  

“Maybe college 
wasn’t for me because 
I wanted to stay at the 
farm,” Peck 
remembers explaining 
to her boss and 
mentor Chris Teutsch, 
extension forage 
specialist.  

Teutsch said he gave 
her the advice he gives 
all students: Give the 
Martin-Gatton College 
of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment 
“serious 
consideration.”  

Peck did—and now, 

as a UK sophomore 
majoring in animal 
sciences with an 
agricultural 
economics minor, she 
understands that 
“education has its 
impact.”  

After 160 years of 
making an impact, the 
University of 
Kentucky celebrates 
its Founders Day on 
Feb. 22, 2025. Founded 
as a land-grant 
institution in 1865, UK 
continues to advance 
agriculture through 
the Martin-Gatton 
College of Agriculture, 
Food and 
Environment.  

“Our dedicated 
faculty and staff are 
committed to 
preparing students for 
success in a wide 
range of careers, 
equipping them with 
the knowledge and 
skills to tackle the 
challenges of 
tomorrow,” said 
Laura Stephenson, 
dean of Martin-Gatton 
CAFE and vice 
president for land-
grant engagement.

‘Creative legislation’: 
The Morrill Act of  1862 

In 1862, President 
Abraham Lincoln 
signed into law the 
Morrill Act, which 
established the 
country’s land-grant 
system. The federal 

government provided 
states with land that 
could be sold to fund 
the establishment of 
colleges to teach 
agriculture and 
mechanical arts.  

“The land-grant 
university system is 
being built on behalf 
of the people, who 
have invested in these 
public universities 
their hopes, their 
support and their 
confidence,” Lincoln 
said.  

At a 100th 
anniversary 
celebration in 1962, 
guest lecturer Vernon 
Carstensen, a 
University of 
Kentucky history 
professor, called the 
Morrill Act “one of the 
truly creative pieces 

of Congressional 
legislation.”  

In 1865, the 
Kentucky General 
Assembly made use of 
this legislation and 
established the 
Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of 
Kentucky in 
Lexington. It was 
originally a publicly 
chartered department 
of Kentucky 
University, a private 
college owned by the 
Christian Church, but 
that partnership was 
later severed. In 1908, 
the independent 
Agricultural and 
Mechanical College 
was renamed State 
University; in 1916, it 
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Celebrating 160 years of the University of Kentucky—
rooted in agriculture, service to the Commonwealth

The college that became the University of  Kentucky was founded in 1865, following the 
passage of  the Morrill Act that established land-grant institutions.

Old Mechanical Hall of Ashland Farm, original location of what 
would become the University of Kentucky, in 1866. Accessed via 
Explore UK. 

see CELEBRATING, 
page A13
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became the University 
of Kentucky.

‘A decided step’ 
toward an agriculture 
college 

Though dedicated in 
name to the 
agricultural and 
mechanical arts, the 
new Kentucky 
institution at first 
lacked formal 
agriculture 
instruction. For 
almost two decades, 
students learned 
“practical 
agriculture” through 
labor on the college 
farm.  

In 1881, the college 
hired its first 
agriculture professor, 
William Ashbrook 
Kellerman. President 
James K. Patterson 
was very happy to 
announce this, 
according to The 
College of Agriculture 
of the University of 
Kentucky: Early and 
Middle Years, 1865-
1951 by J. Allan Smith.  

“For the first time 
since the 
establishment of the 
College a decided step 
has been taken in the 
direction of realizing 
the Congressional idea 
of instruction 
(theoretical and 
practical) in scientific 
agriculture,” 
Patterson said.  

This marked the 
beginning of the 
Department of 
Agriculture; when the 
college gained 
university status in 
1908, it became the 
College of Agriculture.  

And so it remained 
for more than a 
century, until the 
name changed to the 
College of Agriculture, 
Food and 
Environment in 2013.  

“We are aligned 
with the wider and 

more diverse interests 
of those we serve, 
including a new and 
rapidly growing 
population of 
undergraduate 
students,” said Scott 
Smith, dean from 2001 
to 2013, at the time of 
the name change. 
“And across 
Kentucky, many now 
see agriculture to 
include not only 
farming, but also 
agribusinesses, and 
the full reach of food 
systems from local to 
global.” 

Through growth and 
change, the college 
has remained 
impactful—and, in 
turn, the community 
has continued to 
support and shape it.  

In 2023, The Bill 
Gatton Foundation 
made a 
transformational $100 
million gift to the 
college, the largest in 
UK history. To honor 
Bill Gatton’s parents, 
Edith Martin and 
Harry W. Gatton Sr., 
the college was 
renamed the Martin-
Gatton College of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment.  

Thanks to the 
generosity of partners 
and donors, Martin-
Gatton CAFE is in a 
dynamic period of 
growth and 
transformation—
building the future 
with capital projects 
that aim to enhance 
the college’s capacity 
to improve lives in 
Kentucky and beyond.   

Today, with a 
student population of 
2,600, Martin-Gatton 
CAFE continues its 
excellent tradition of 
educating students.  

Randy Weckman 
worked for the college 
from 1973 to 2017, as a 
member of the 
agricultural 
communications team 

(formerly called the 
Department of Public 
Information) and as 
an associate professor. 

He’s also the father 
of two College of 
Agriculture graduates; 
one is a physician and 
the other owns five 
restaurants. Not 
everyone can or will 
be a farmer, and 
Weckman said the 
college “excels” at 
preparing graduates 
for other career paths, 
including professional 
school.  

College personnel 
also have “a high 
personal touch” with 
students, Weckman 
said, which prepares 
graduates for success.  

“They do well 
because they were 
nurtured as only the 
College of Agriculture 
can do,” he said.

The ‘three-legged’ 
land-grant mission 

UK’s agricultural 
impact focuses on 
teaching, research and 
extension—what 
agricultural educators 

have historically 
called “the three-
legged stool,” 
according to J. Allan 
Smith. The Morrill 
Act established 
teaching; two 
additional pieces of 
federal legislation 
would formalize the 
other legs.  

In 1887, the United 
States Congress 
passed the Hatch Act, 
which provided 
federal funds for state 
agricultural 
experiment stations. 
The Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Experiment Station 
had already been 
operational for two 
years, with Melville 
Scovell as its first 
director. 

Since 1886, when the 
state legislature 
directed the station to 
assume responsibility 
for analyzing and 
labeling commercial 
fertilizers sold in the 
state, the Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Experiment Station 
has performed an 

important regulatory 
function. 

Today, researchers 
work with grants and 
contracts reaching 
over $47 million a year 
on 20,000 acres of UK 
farms and forests 
across the state, 
including the 
Robinson Center in 
Breathitt County and 
the Research and 
Education Center at 
Princeton. 

The Smith-Lever Act 
of 1914 granted 
financial aid to land-
grant colleges to share 
“useful and practical 
information” with 
their state 
populations. This act 
formalized and 
provided a framework 
for the Cooperative 
Extension Service, 
rooted in agricultural 
clubs and societies 
that already went 
back a century or 
more.  

Extension work 
quickly expanded, 
including the hiring of 
additional personnel 
across the state who 
educated their 
communities on topics 
in agriculture and 
home economics. 
Today, UK has an 
extension office and 
agents in all 120 
counties, 
strengthening 
Kentucky’s people, 
farms, food systems 
and natural resources.  

The local 
connections built 
between UK experts 
and Kentucky’s 
farming communities 
have led to some of the 
state’s most 
significant 
agricultural 
breakthroughs. 

In 1962, extension 
agronomist Shirley 
Phillips observed the 
no-tilled corn field and 
spraying program of 
UK alumnus Harry 
Young, Jr. Thanks to 
Phillips’ efforts, the 
agronomy department 
established itself as a 
world leader for 
research in no-tillage 
agriculture.  

According to a 2021 
study, the number of 
no-till farming acres 
worldwide had grown 
to 507.6 million by 
2019, or 14.7% of total 
global cropland, with 
no-till adoption 
continuing to grow by 
roughly 25 million 
acres per year. 

In 2001, UK experts 
responded to the 
sudden outbreak of 
Mare Reproductive 
Loss Syndrome 
(MRLS), which caused 
a high number of 
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CELEBRATING
from page A12

Roger Barbour, UK zoology professor from 1950-1984, briefs a 
group of staff members and students before a field trip into 
Robinson Forest in 1955. Accessed via Explore UK.

see CELEBRATING, 
page A14

New students in the University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment 
Living Learning Program gather for a picnic and bonfire at the UK Horticulture Research Farm on August 16, 
2022. 

Photo by Matt Barton
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late-term abortions in 
equine mares across 
Central Kentucky. 
Economic damage to 
the industry was 
estimated at more 
than $300 million.  

UK researchers 
found the cause to be 
related to the 
ingestion of the 
barb-haired eastern 
tent caterpillars, 
which had hatched in 
unusually high 
numbers in the area 
during the spring. 
UK’s extensive 
research into MRLS 
has led to widely 
recognized 
precautions and 
remedies across the 
equine industry.  

“The UK Martin-
Gatton College of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment has built 
a legacy of excellence 
through its three 
land-grant mission 
areas—advancing 
teaching, driving 
groundbreaking 
research and serving 
communities through 
Extension,” 
Stephenson said.

Looking to the future 
after 160 years   

From learning about 

all aspects of 
agriculture in AFE 100 
to starting the 
Collegiate Cattlemen 
club, Peck has found 
and formed a valuable 
community during 
her time at UK. 

During her breaks, 
she continues to work 
at UKREC in 
Princeton.  

Still part of the 
forage team, she has 
continued working on 
a bale-grazing 
research study that 
started when she was 
still in high school—
meaning she started 
undergraduate 
research before she 
was an undergraduate. 
She’s already had the 
opportunity to present 
at conferences, and 
the study will wrap up 
in March.  

She might continue 
her education after 
earning her 
bachelor’s, but Peck 
knows one thing for 
sure: She’ll eventually 
head home to the farm 
in Fredonia as “an 
advocate for 
agriculture,” equipped 
with the knowledge 
and community she 
found at UK.  

As a farmer herself, 
she has enjoyed 
learning about the 
resources UK offers 

through research and 
extension—resources 
that help people, like 
her and her dad, who 
encounter challenges 
with their family 
farm.  

“I feel like most of 
the educational 
materials that we have 
for agriculture would 
not be possible 
without the University 
of Kentucky being 
here as a land-grant 
institution,” Peck 
said.  

Building on 160 
years of history, the 
Martin-Gatton College 
of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment 

aims to continue its 
excellent record of 
service.  

“Our college has 
been a cornerstone of 
innovation, education 
and service to 
Kentucky,” 
Stephenson said. “As 
we honor our history, 
we remain focused on 
the future—
continuing our 
mission to advance 
agriculture, support 
communities and 
prepare the next 
generation of leaders 
who will shape our 
Commonwealth.” 

CELEBRATING
from page A13

Members of the 1912 Agricultural Society at what would become the University of Kentucky 
pose for a photo in front of Scovell Hall. Accessed via Explore UK.

A farmer planted no-till corn on his farm in Scott 
County, Kentucky, in 2021. 

Photo by Matt Barton
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WWW.RITCHASON.COM | (615) 444-5464 | 7538 LINWOOD RD, LEBANON, TN 37090

HEAVY EQUIPMENT | FARM MACHINERY | TRAILERS | TRUCKS | COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
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FARMER & DEALER  Heavy Equipment 
                                     & AG Consignment

FARMER & DEALER  Heavy Equipment 
                                     & AG Consignment

OVER 700
LOTS OF NEW

PRODUCT!!

BUSSEY BROS AUCTIONEERSBUSSEY BROS AUCTIONEERS

TRACTORS | COMBINES | TRUCKS | EXCAVATORS | DOZERS | LIFTS | TRAILERS | UTV’s | SKIDSTEERS
CATTLE EQUIPMENT| HAY EQUIP. | MOWERS 

SAT.  APRIL 19TH,

       2025 @ 8:30 A.M.

SAT.  APRIL 19TH,

       2025 @ 8:30 A.M.

W E  S H O W  R E S U L T S !

Send us an email:
Sales@busseybros.com

S A V E  T H E  D A T E ! !

CALL US AT:
844-765-3222!

Or come out and see us,
4938 OH-49, Greenville, OH

45331

WE WANT YOUR CONSIGNMENTS!!

HAVE LAND OR A FARM TO SELL??



COLOR
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www.rsmillsauctions.com

UPCOMING LAND AUCTION
LOCATED AT SCOTTSVILLE ROAD, HWY 100 & 
HENRY CLAY SMITH ROAD - FRANKLIN ROAD

SATURDAY - MARCH 15TH @ 10:00 AM
72.41 +/- ACRES, SELLING IN 3 TRACTS, BUILDING 

LOT, ROW CROP
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 

RUSSELL MILLS 270-237-7625

UPCOMING LAND AUCTION
LOCATED AT CALVERT ROAD, TEMPERANCE ROAD, 

BARNES SCHOOL ROAD - FRANKLIN, KY
SATURDAY - MARCH 22ND @ 10:00 AM

362.80 +/- ACRES, SELLING IN 24 TRACTS, BUILD 
LOTS, ROW CROP

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
MICHAEL WILSON 270-622-0545

UPCOMING LAND AUCTION
LOCATED AT DRAKE ROAD & WALKER ROAD - 

FRANKLIN, KY
SATURDAY - MARCH 29TH @ 10:00 AM

126 +/- ACRES, SELLING IN 9 TRACTS, BUILDING 
LOTS, ROW CROP

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
RUSSELL MILLS 270-237-7625

UPCOMING LAND AUCTION
LOCATED AT 80 OLD BRIDGE ROAD - SCOTTSVILLE
BIDDING ENDS: THURS - MARCH 20TH @ 5:30 PM

8.07 +/- ACRES, SELLING IN 2 TRACTS
FOR MORE INFO CALL LISTING AGENT:

JOE COSTELLO 270-622-0357

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
LOCATED AT 928 SIDDENS ROAD - GLASGOW, KY

SATURDAY - APRIL 12TH @ 10:00 AM
1,222 +/- SQ FT HOME WITH FULL BASEMENT, 

BARN, POND, AND 7.98 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 4 
TRACTS! PERSONAL PROPERTY

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
JESSE MUSE 270-670-9333

2 LAND AUCTIONS
LOCATED AT POPULAR SPRINGS RD - GLASGOW, KY

SATURDAY - APRIL 5TH @ 10:00 AM
AUCTION #1: 31.63 +/- ACRES - 5 TRACTS

AUCTION #2 2.5 TRACTS WILLIE GROCE RD - 
GLASGOW, KY - 5 VACANT LOTS

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
RUSSELL MILLS 270-237-7625

AUCTION
LOCATED AT RONNIE CAPLINGER RD & 
AM HARMON RD - SMITHS GROVE, KY

FRIDAY - APRIL 4TH @ 4:00 PM
208.25 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 6 TRACTS WITH FRONTAGE 
ON TWO ROADS - BARREN/WARREN COUNTY FARMLAND!

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
MICHAEL WILSON 270-622-0545

2 ABSOLUTE AUCTIONS - PREVIEW 3.27.25 • 3-5PM
LOCATED AT 573 SPRADLIN ROAD - EDMONTON, KY

THURSDAY, APRIL 3RD @ 4:00 PM
AUCTION #1: 7 UNIT MOBILE HOME PARK WEST END 

LAND EDMONTON, KY
AUCTION #2: 1844 COOMER ROAD EDMONTON, KY

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
RUSSELL MILLS 270-237-7625

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
LOCATED AT 118 SOUTH MAIN STREET - BURKESVILLE, KY

SATURDAY - MARCH 22ND @ 10:00 AM
TUESDAY - APRIL 1ST @ 5:30 PM

3,500 +/- COMMERCIAL BUILDING W/3 BED/
1 BATH APARTMENT UPSTAIRS

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEERS: BLAKE RYAN 
270-766-7908 OR BRENTON RYAN 270-766-8926

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
LOCATED AT HAYWOOD SHOOTING SUPPLY - 

10338 SCOTTSVILLE RD - GLASGOW, KY
MON - MARCH 17TH @ 10:00 AM

THURS - MARCH 27TH @ 5:30 PM
GUNS, KNIVES, AMMO, CURRENCY!
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER:

 JESSE MUSE 270-670-9333
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www.kerrauction.com   217.242.9600   Mt. Sterling, IL

Upcoming Auction Schedule:
Hokeness Farms Inventory Reduction Sale 

March 4, 2025 - Adrian, MN
Mt. Sterling, IL Spring Consignment Sale 

March 20, 2025 - Mt. Sterling, IL
Alma Center, WI Spring Consignment Sale

March 31, 2025 - Alma Center, WI
TRI Brothers Spring Consignment Sale

April 8, 2025 - Torrington, WY 
Mt. Pleasant, PA Consignment Sale

April 22, 2025 - Mt. Pleasant, PA

AUCTION

Consign Today For Any of Our Upcoming Sales!!

Live, Onsite and Virtual 
with Multiple Platforms....

Scan for our App 
and up to date 

Auction schedule

With a Local, Regional, National and International Bidder 
Network Your Items Will Garner The Attention They 

Deserve!!!
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Hokeness Farms Inventory Reduction Sale 
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Mt. Sterling, IL Spring Consignment Sale 

March 20, 2025 - Mt. Sterling, IL
Alma Center, WI Spring Consignment Sale
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Mt. Pleasant, PA Consignment Sale
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AUCTION

Consign Today For Any of Our Upcoming Sales!!

Live, Onsite and Virtual 
with Multiple Platforms....

Scan for our App 
and up to date 

Auction schedule

With a Local, Regional, National and International Bidder 
Network Your Items Will Garner The Attention They 

Deserve!!!

UPCOMING SPRING 
AUCTION SCHEDULE

Mt. Sterling, il Spring ConSignMent Sale

Thurs, 
March 
20th

9 AM CDT
684 1000N Ave
Mt. Sterling, IL 

62353

alMa Center, Wi Spring ConSignMent Sale

Mon, 
March 

31st
9 AM CDT

356 Wis 95  •  
Alma Center, WI 

54611

tri BrotherS Spring ConSignMent Sale

Tues, 
April 8th

9 AM MDT
6640 US 85

Torrington, WY 
82240

Mt. pleaSant, pa ConSignMent Sale

Tues, 
April 
22ND

 9 AM EDT
Mt. Pleasant, PA
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Craig Cohron
270-202-9346
ccohron@hotmail.com

Call to make an 
appointment today!

800-801-3596

We’ll show you how to grow your own energy this summer with 
innovative cropping systems featuring highly-digestible Summer 

Annuals.
Call today and take control of your bottom line.

• Grow your own energy.
• Cut those expensive inputs.

• Keep a reasonable rate of grain.
• Impact your bottom line.

Commodities for feeder cattle are spiking painfully.
What if you could sustain a reasonable rate of gain while 

feeding less corn and other inputs?
What could that do for your bottom line?

High-energy forages will pack on the pounds while lowering 
purchased feed costs - even during the summer heat.

Pack on the PoundsPack on the Pounds
with Summer Forageswith Summer Forages

agricultural industry to evolve. Indeed, 
the agricultural sector may look very 
different in the future.

Bigger digital footprint
Social media has transformed many 

industries, and it can do the same for 
agriculture. Farming supply chains 
can communicate with one another 
by getting feedback from customers 
in real time through social media. 
However, agricultural operations 
will have to devote teams to manage 
social media presence, especially since 
misinformation is so widespread on 
social media.

Apart from social media, local farmers 
may increase their efforts to utilize 
mobile apps and direct-to-consumer 
purchasing options. The global pandemic 
helped businesses reimagine takeout 
and curbside shopping. Local farms may 
want to market to the home-shopping 
community, providing ways to deliver 
produce, fresh meat and poultry and 
other items direct to customers' homes.

Regenerative agriculture
The future may feature a significant 

shift in the way farms source their 
ingredients. Regeneration International 
says that regenerative agriculture can be 
the future. This describes farming and 
grazing practices that may help reverse 
climate change by rebuilding soil organic 
matter and restoring degraded soil 
biodiversity. Some insist that farmers 
who utilize regenerative agriculture 
produce food that is more sustainable 
and healthy. This is something eco- and 
health-conscious consumers can stand 
behind.

Technological advancement
There's a good chance that technology 

will continue to play important and 
growing roles in farming operations. 
New agricultural technologies can 
collect data on soil and plant health and 
produce results in real time. Precision 
farming technology can be developed to 
deliver integrated solutions no matter 
the size of  the operation.

Shift in what's grown
Farmers may give more thought to 

sustainable products. Crops like hemp 
and cannabis are being utilized in new 
and innovative ways, and they're only the 
start as consumers have expanded their 
views on plant-based foods and products.

While there's no way to see into 
the future, individuals can anticipate 
changes that could be in store for the 
agricultural sector in the decades ahead. 

MAPPING
continued from page 28

2025 Beef Expo sales 
reach more than $700K

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
— The 2025 Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Beef 
Expo finished 
with more than 
$700,000 in total sales 
in the 39th edition of 
the event at the 
Kentucky Exposition 
Center during the 
first weekend of 
March.

Total sales in 2025 
were $702,537. 
Although that 
represented a 
decrease of $137,143 
compared to last 
year’s sales, the 
average sale per lot 
increased by $695 to 
$3,369 this year. The 
decrease in total 
sales was due largely 
to the decrease in the 
number of lots sold, 
which were 208.5 
compared to 314 last 
year.

“Cattle are one of 
Kentucky’s top 
livestock. As the 
largest beef cattle 
state east of the 
Mississippi River, 
the Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Beef Expo 
showcases that year 
after year,” 
Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell said. 
“Although overall 
sales were down this 
year compared to last 
year, we were excited 
to see average sale 
prices on the rise. We 
predict good things 
in our future.”

Angus cattle 
brought an average 
of $4,622 per lot to 
lead all breeds. The 
sale topper was a 
$15,000 bull from 
Rocking P Livestock 
of Maysville, Ky., 
and Circle M Farms 
out of Rockwall, 
Texas. The Beef Expo 
welcomed 10 states, 
including Kentucky, 
and seven breeds this 
year.

In the junior show, 
266 cattle from nine 
states passed 
through the show 
ring, including 192 
from Kentucky. This 
year’s judging 

contest broke an 
Expo record with 156 
contestants.

The 2025 Beef 
Expo’s main 
sponsors were 

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau and the 
Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture.

Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell, fifth from left, met with Kentucky Farm 
Bureau’s executive team and breed representatives during the Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Beef Expo last week. The group makes up the Beef Expo Board. Each of 
the breed representatives received a check for premiums and awards. 

(Photo courtesy of Kentucky Farm Bureau)

39th annual beef  showcase brings in 
increase for average sales over last year
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University of Kentucky hosts Mass Timber in Appalachia 
Conference, showcasing innovation and sustainability

A major conference highlight is the growing recognition that mass timber offers a cleaner, quicker and 
potentially more cost-effective alternative to traditional construction materials like steel and concrete.

By Jordan Strickler

 Lexington, Ky.—
In 2030, the global 

mass timber 
industry market size 
is expected to reach 
$3.56 billion. In 
Kentucky and 
beyond, 
understanding why 
mass timber matters 
and its impact—
lower comparable 
weight, reduction 
emissions, faster 
construction speed 
and higher 
propensity to 
withstand hotter 
temperatures—is 
paramount. 

To meet this need, 
the University of 
Kentucky Martin-
Gatton College of 
Agriculture, Food 
and Environment is 
proud to announce 
the Mass Timber in 
Appalachia 
Conference on 
Friday, March 14. 
The day-long event 
will bring together 

leading voices in 
architecture, 
engineering, 
forestry, 
construction and 
policy to examine 
how mass timber can 
advance sustainable 
building practices—
sparking economic 
opportunities for 
local communities 
and supporting 
responsible forest 
management in the 
Appalachian region. 

“Mass timber can 
reduce the overall 
carbon footprint of a 
building project, 
support faster build 
times and create 
healthier indoor 
environments,” said 
Chad Niman, forest 
products research 
specialist in the 
Department of 
Forestry and Natural 
Resources. “Mass 
timber also allows us 
to offset the impacts 
of building by using 
more wood and 
managing our 

forests. This is 
especially important 
in western US forests 
to reduce 
catastrophic 
wildfire.  

In addition to 

stimulating job 
creation and 
economic 
development, mass 
timber aligns with 
current 
sustainability goals 

by sequestering 
carbon throughout a 
building’s lifespan. 
Research has also 
shown that mass 
timber can meet 
rigorous fire and 

structural codes, 
providing impressive 
resilience in real-
world applications.  

Part of the day’s 
programming, 
participants will 
have the opportunity 
to tour  UK’s new 
Innovation District 
and Gray Design 
Building where they 
can view real-world 
examples of mass 
timber construction 
and learn how this 
emerging technology 
can be adapted to 
diverse architectural 
needs.  

Several speakers 
will be on hand to 
discuss the 
importance of mass 
timber. 

Internationally 
acclaimed architect 
Jeremy Smith, 
design director at 
Irving Smith 
Architects, will 
deliver the keynote 

The conference will bring together leading voices in architecture, engineering, 
forestry, construction and policy to examine how mass timber can advance 
sustainable building practices. 

Photo by Steve Patton

see TIMBER, 
page B5

www.padrad.com

Paducah Radiator Co.
825 Jefferson Street
Paducah, KY  42001

(270) 442-4990
Hours: M-Th 8AM-5PM • F 8AM-4PM

• AGRICULTURAL 
   & INDUSTRIAL
• HEAVY EQUIPMENT
• TRACTORS 
• CARS • TRUCKS 
• MOTORCYCLES 
• ATV’s

SPECIALIZING IN:
RADIATOR REPAIR • AIR CONDITIONING

BRAKE HOSES • POWER STEERING • HYDRAULIC HOSES

• Repair Plastic Tank & 
Aluminum Core Radiators

• Cooling System
Pressure Flushes
• Heater Cores •
• Water Pumps •
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powellfarmsauctions.com
powell.auctions@gmail.com

Office 502.465.0041
David 502.558.9491
Mason 502.662.2332

95 Carmon Creek Rd•Campbellsburg, KY 4001

LIVE & ONLINE
Farm & Industrial Equipment Auction

2 Rings 
Each Day!

May 16 & 17 @ 9:00 AM

Serving 
the farmers 

since 1988!

Live Buyer’s Premium: 3% • Online Buyer’s Premium: 5% • Commission Rate: 10%

address. Celebrated 
for his “soft 
architecture” 
approach, Smith has 
garnered numerous 
international 
honors, including 
UNESCO and UN-
Habitat recognition, 
World Timber 
Building of the Year 
and multiple awards 
from the World 
Architecture 
Festival and Indo-
Pacific INDE 
Awards. From 
rebuilding a cyclone-
damaged forest home 
in Aotearoa New 
Zealand to teaching 
iterative design at 
the University of 
Auckland, Smith’s 
practice and 
research explore 
how buildings 
respond to 
environments 
constantly in flux—
whether in urban 
centers or rural 
landscapes.  

Alongside Smith, 
attendees will hear 
from a diverse lineup 
of experts. Among 
those, Niman will 
share insights drawn 
from his experience 
leading hardwood 

mass timber 
initiatives. Daniel 
Hindman, associate 
professor of wood 
engineering at 
Virginia Tech’s 
Department of 
Sustainable 
Biomaterials, will 
discuss cross-
laminated timber 
research—focusing 
on the use of non-
traditional species, 
connection design 
and innovations in 
construction 
processes.  

Interactive 
breakout sessions 
will give attendees 
the opportunity to 
exchange ideas with 
leaders in forestry, 
architecture and 
engineering on 
practical strategies 
to expand mass 
timber usage. Topics 
of discussion will 
encompass the 
environmental 
benefits of wood-
based construction—
such as carbon 
sequestration, 
reduced weight and 
shorter building 
times—and the 
economic advantages 
of sourcing materials 
locally. 

“Because this 
material is often 

sourced from 
responsibly managed 
forests, mass timber 
construction helps 
promote local 
economies by 
encouraging demand 
for regional 
hardwoods and 
creating 
opportunities for 
rural communities 
in Appalachia,” 
Niman said. “This 
conference will be a 
great opportunity for 
everyone involved in 
the forest and 
construction sectors 
and we are glad to 
bring a great group 
of speakers and 
experts together.” 

The event runs 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m. EST at 
the UK Gatton 
Student Center 
Grand Ballroom C. 
The cost $50 for 
in-person attendance 
and $20 for online 
webinars. Lunch will 
be provided. To see a 
complete agenda, 
including a full list 
of speakers, visit 
www.
KYMassTimber.com.  

To register, visit 
https://www3.ca.
uky.edu/worldpay/
form/forestry-mass-
timber/.  

TIMBER, 
from page B4

By Abby Lyell
Graves County FFA teacher

Recently, the Graves 
County FFA Officer 
team was trained by 
The Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture’s Safety 
Administrator and 
Raising Hope Program 
Coordinator, Dale 
Dobson, on the 
importance of a 
handshake! 

The FFA Chapter 
and the Graves 
County Kentucky 
Farm Bureau team 
have been working 

together to start a 
challenge coin 
program to help 
promote mental health 
awareness amongst 
agricultural 
professionals in our 
community and let 
those special people 
know that THEY ARE 
APRECIATED! 

Look out folks, 
because you might 
catch a GC FFA 
Member handing you 
a coin here soon! We 
are also challenging 
you to never miss an 
opportunity to let the 
people around you 

know that they are 
appreciated, because 
you never know how 
much of a difference 
those words can mean!

The importance of a  handshake
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Via:grainsystems.com

On-farm storage is 
more than just a 
convenience for grain 
producers. It’s a vital 
asset for protecting 
grain quality, 
providing flexibility in 
commodity markets 
and allowing growers 
to maximize revenue 
potential by keeping 
grain on-site.

“Grain prices are 
rarely lower than 
during harvest and 
seldom higher than 
just before harvest,” 
said Mat Tallman, 
Senior Product 
Manager at GSI. 
“Investing in on-farm 
storage allows 
producers to hold 
their crop until the 
market conditions 
align with their goals, 
giving them a 
significant 
advantage.”

While a grain bin’s 
core purpose remains 
the same, no two 
farms are alike. 
Operational goals, 
grain types and 
required storage space 
vary significantly 
from producer to 
producer. That’s 
where customization 
comes in. Tailoring a 
grain bin system to 
specific needs can 
unlock additional 
efficiencies and 
benefits, setting your 
operation apart.

The Value of Grain 
Bin Customization 

and Flexibility
A one-size-fits-all 

approach doesn’t work 
for farming 
operations, and GSI 
understands that. 
Customizable grain 
bins and accessories 
enable growers to 
design a storage 
system that fits their 
unique needs while 
allowing room for 
future growth.

“No two farms are 
the same,” said 
Tallman. “Being able 
to tailor equipment to 
meet specific 
operational goals, pain 
points and long-term 
plans is critical. Our 
dealers work closely 
with producers to 
provide solutions, not 
just products.”

This adaptability 
allows growers to:

• Address unique 
operational needs by 
customizing systems 
for space, grain types 
or drying 
requirements.

• Plan for growth by 
upgrading or 
expanding storage 
without starting from 
scratch.

• Manage costs 
efficiently by adding 
advanced features 
over time as their 
operations evolve.

Additionally, GSI’s 
broad portfolio of  
products — from 
storage to material 
handling and 
conditioning systems 
— allows growers to 

create efficient grain 
management 
solutions that are best 
for their operations.

Grain Bin 
Customization 
Options That Work 
for You

GSI offers a wide 
range of  customizable 
grain bin accessories 
designed to optimize 
storage, enhance 
safety and improve 
operational efficiency, 
including:

Customizable 
flooring options: 
Cut-Lok floors prevent 
restrictions to airflow 
and provide an 
efficient and reliable 
solution for common 
crops such as corn 
and soybeans. Dura-

Lok floors feature a 
unique locking system 
that reduces floor 
movement and 
supports extreme load 
conditions, making it 
ideal for large-scale 
grain storage. GSI also 
provides flooring with 
various perforation 
sizes to ensure 
optimal aeration for 
smaller grains such as 
canola or rice, 
preventing material 
loss and maintaining 
grain quality.

Fans and aeration 
systems: Maintaining 
grain quality requires 
proper airflow, and 
GSI provides various 
solutions to meet 
different needs. Vane 
axial fans offer a 
cost-effective choice 

for standard 
applications, while 
centrifugal fans 
deliver high 
performance with 
greater airflow and 
pressure, making 
them ideal for larger 
or taller bins.

Bin Sweeps: The 
Direct Gear Drive 
power sweeps feature 
a redesigned center 
well with fewer 
components for easier 
installation and 
durable steel roller 
bearings for smooth 
gate operation and 
long-lasting 
performance. The GSI 
paddle sweeps use 
flexible rubber 
paddles to move grain 
gently, protecting 
grain quality and 

minimizing damage.
Stairs, ladders and 

platforms: Safety and 
accessibility are key 
considerations for any 
grain bin system. GSI 
addresses these needs 
by offering stairs that 
provide safer and 
easier bin access 
compared to ladders, 
as well as roof  stairs 
and platforms 
equipped with smooth 
ergonomic handrails 
for secure access to 
critical areas.

GrainVue 
Technology: GrainVue 
offers cutting-edge 
monitoring solutions 
by automating 
temperature and 
humidity 
management. This 
smart system 
minimizes the risk of  
grain spoilage, 
providing growers 
with peace of  mind 
and reducing the need 
for manual 
monitoring.

What sets GSI apart 
in the industry is its 
commitment to 
quality, breadth of  
offerings and dealer 
expertise. “We’re not 
just selling bins,” 
explained Tallman. 
“We’re providing 
systems that grow 
with producers over 
time. Our goal is to 
deliver solutions that 
help growers achieve 
their goals now and in 
the future.”

GSI’s dealer 
network plays a key 
role in this process, 
offering personalized 
service to design 
systems tailored to 
each farm’s unique 
requirements. With a 
focus on safety, 
quality and long-term 
value, GSI remains a 
trusted partner for 
grain producers 
across the U.S.

Ready to Build 
Your Custom Grain 
Bin System?

Contact your 
Workman Bins in 
Mayfield, KY at 
270-209-0259 to learn 
more about GSI’s 
grain bins and 
accessories. Whether 
you’re optimizing an 
existing setup, 
expanding your 
operation or planning 
a large-scale system, 
GSI has the 
customizable 
solutions you need to 
succeed.

Customizable grain bins:
Elevating on-farm storage to the next level



via Shivvers.com

Simple. Farmers 
choose Shivvers because 
our grain drying 
systems let you focus on 
harvest with:

Our patented counter-
flow drying technology

Set-it-and-forget-it 
automated operation

Multi-crop and surge 
drying capabilities

Remote drying and 
storage management 
controls

Integration with new 
or existing bins

A Shivvers Complete 
Performance System 
means less babysitting, 
fewer operating costs, 
higher test weights and 
more money that stays 
in your pocket.

Automated Drying 
Through Set-It-and-
Forget-It Technology

Shivvers defines “no 
babysitting” as precise, 
automated control, 
achieved through our 
computerized Command 
Center control units. 
The Command Center 
monitors the entire 
process, taking periodic 
readings and adjusting 
the plenum heat to 
prevent over drying. 
Once grain reaches your 
desired moisture 
content, it’s 
automatically 
transferred to storage 

bins. Any grain that 
hasn’t reached the right 
moisture content yet 
will be suspended in the 
drying zone until those 
conditions are met.

What does this mean 
for you?

It means having 
enough surge capacity 
for the dryer to run 24 
hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

It means you can 
concentrate on harvest 
with the peace of  mind 
that your command 
center has your grain 
drying operation under 
(automatic) control.

Unmatched Drying 
Efficiency

Generating heat costs 
money, making efficient 
drying a vital part of  
any grain operation. 
Shivvers’ Counter-Flow 
technology allows this 
heated air to penetrate 
deeper into the grain 
during the drying 
process, reaching 
anywhere from 36 to 96 
inches vs. a 
conventional system’s 12 
to 18 inches. This extra 
depth ensures the heat 
reaches further into 
your stored grain to 
maximize efficiency and 
minimize operating 
costs, by not exhausting 
any heated air before is 

reaches its maximum 
moisture-holding 
capabilities.

For example, a 48-foot 
drying tank with a 
Shivvers system will see 
an average of  5,792 to 
8,688 bushels of  grain 
dried before the heat is 
fully exhausted from the 
top of  the bin. By 
utilizing larger grain 
depths, you get a more 
efficient use of  heat and 
airflow with reduced 
operating costs.

And with your 
automated Command 
Center, over drying is 
avoided since the heat 
and transfer settings are 
automatically updated 
once your grain reaches 
the set moisture content. 
Over drying also 
contributes to a large 
amount of  lost energy 
and decreased grain 

value. If  the Command 
Center detects that over 
drying may occur, it 
automatically adjusts 
plenum temperatures to 
ensure proper moisture 
is reached.

What does this mean 
for you?

It means less energy 
waste, more grain 
quality and more money 
in your pocket.

Higher Retention 
Time = Higher Test 
Weights

Retention time is the 
duration of  time that 
grain is held in a dryer 
or drying bin while 
trying to achieve both 
targeted moisture 
content and kernel 
quality. Every Shivvers 
Complete Performance 
System uses counter-

flow drying to process 
the same amount of  
grain as other methods. 
But unlike other drying 
systems, Shivvers 
retains each kernel in 
the drying bin a bit 
longer. Not only does 
this achieve precise 
moisture content, but it 
also eliminates 
unnecessary stress on 
kernels and energy 
waste.

Because common 
cross-flow dryers 
process grain at depths 
averaging 12 to 18 
inches, it could take 
anywhere from 30 
minutes to 2 hours for 
grain to enter and exit 
the dryer. The grain is 
subjected to very high 
temperatures over a 
short amount of  time, 
before being cooled just 
as quickly. This can 
result in more stress 
cracking.

A Shivvers system, on 
the other hand, averages 
3 to 8 feet of  grain depth. 
A single kernel can see 
12 hours of  drying 
before it is transferred 
out of  the bin. Since a 
larger volume of  grain 
is dried with the same 
amount of  heat, each 
kernel is dried more 
slowly, and energy is 
more fully utilized.

And don’t forget; just 
because grain dries 

slower does not mean 
that the dryer is itself  
slower or has less 
capacity. It just means 
that more grain is in the 
dryer exposed to drying 
air for a longer period of  
time. Independent tests 
conducted at Michigan 
State University, Purdue 
University and Iowa 
State University confirm 
what we knew all along: 
counter-flow drying is 
superior.

What does this mean 
for you?

Dramatically higher 
test weights, with added 
profit thanks to less 
energy usage.

Multi-Crop Drying 
Capabilities

Shivvers systems 
maintain their 
efficiency with specialty 
grains, delivering 
exceptional capacity at 
the lower 90º-160º 
temperatures commonly 
used. Combined with 
the precision control of  
your Shivvers command 
center, such drying 
efficiency allows 
operators to dry a wide 
range of  specialty 
grains from yellow corn 
to white rice and so 
much more in between. 
For more information 
Contact Workman Bins 
in Mayfield, KY at 
270-209-0259
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LARRY AND JENNIFER GANZER 
FARM RETIREMENT 

 MONDAY, APRIL 14 - 9:00AM 
 1096 Old Ripley Rd, Pocahontas, IL

618-690-2109

WAYNE 
618-920-6694

ADAM 
618-267-3086

LARRY AND JENNIFER GANZER 
FARM RETIREMENT 

 MONDAY, APRIL 14 - 9:00AM 
 1096 Old Ripley Rd, Pocahontas, IL

618-690-2109

WAYNE 
618-920-6694

ADAM 
618-267-3086

WAYNE
618-920-6694

ADAM
618-267-3086

...to give your 
Painting Projects a 
Happy Ending!

...to give your 
Painting Projects a 
Happy Ending!

901-626-6529
costelloagpainting@icloud.com
Facebook: Costello AG Painting

Why do farmers choose Shivvers performance systems
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READY FOR SPRING ON THE FARM!

HOURS:1,911  SEPARATOR HOURS:1,208  
DRIVE: 4 WD REAR ATTACHMENT: STRAW CHOPPER

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1235
PREMIUM CAB:YES

2014 JOHN DEERE S680

$157,500Serial Number:1H0S680SLD0765582

HOURS:1,476  TRANSMISSION TYPE: POWERSHIFT
REAR REMOTE HYDRAULICS: 3 DRIVE: MFWD
LOADER: YES  ENGINE HORSEPOWER:165 HP

Serial Number ZFBB13842 $89,500

2015 NEW HOLLAND T6, 165
HOURS: 5,600  REAR REMOTE HYDRAULICS: 3

DRIVE: MFWD  LOADER:Y ES
ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 115 HP

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1549

$69,500

2012 JOHN DEERE 6430

Serial Number:1L06430HCCH743067

Friday, July 29 at 8:00 AM LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Drive
Hopkinsville, KY
(Former Roeder Implement Lot)

Keep Checking Our Website! We Have Equipment Arriving Daily!
QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

(270) 881-2610  |  Delbert Roeder
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114

Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

AUCTION

100’S OF ITEMS 
ON SALE DAY

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQCONSIGNMENT SALE

Friday, July 29th at 8:00 AM

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114

Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

(270) 881-2610  DELBERT ROEDER
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

AUCTION
SSPPRRIINNGG  FFAARRMM  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT

1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240

(Former Roeder Implement Lot)

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQ

100’S OF ITEMS ON SALE DAY

QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT - READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

FFRRIIDDAAYY  AAPPRR  2299TTHH  AATT  88  AAMMcst

LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Dr. Hopkinsville, KY

HOURS: 3,471  SEPARATOR HOURS: 2,221 
 DRIVE:2 WD REAR ATTACHMENT:STRAW CHOPPER

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1411
STEERING TIRE SIZE:30.5-32

2001 JOHN DEERE 9750 STS

$39,500Serial Number:H09750S691647

Keep checking our website! Equipment Arriving Daily!
Quality 

Pre-
Owned 

Farm 
Eq. 

Ready 
for 

your 
Farm! 

2014 JOHN DEERE S670
Serial Number: 1H0S670SPE0765701
4 WD, 2126/155 hours, 520/85R42 duals, chopper, 

contour master, power fold bin extensions

 $98,500

2013 JOHN DEERE 8235R
Serial Number: 1RW8235RADP069608
3780 hrs, 1500 front axle, 2 1400# rear wheel 

wts, 5 SCV, PTO, quick hitch, 2630 display

 $134,500

2015 CASE IH 6140
Serial Number: YEG012772

4WD, combine, 2301/1597 hours, lateral tilt, 
800/32 front tires, chopper w/twin disc spreader

 $119,500

2013 CASE IH MAGNUM 260
Serial Number: ZCRD09209

2517 hours, rear duals, suspended front axle, 
4 SCV, 1000 PTO, quick hitch, AFS Pro 700 mon.

 $129,500

JOHN DEERE 4630
Serial Number: 1N04630XJC0023545
2671 hours, 80’ booms, 3 way nozzle bodies, 15” 

spacing, 5 section cut off, hyd treat adjust

 $74,500

2014 JOHN DEERE 7230R
Serial Number: 1RW7230RPES082871
MFWD, 5628 hours, E23 transmission, 59 GPM hyd 

pump, *windshield cracked, 480/50 rear duals

 $88,500

2009 JOHN DEERE 8230
Serial Number: RW8230P044966

7588 hours, rear duals, 3 SCV, 1000 PTO, quick 
hitch, 16 speed powershift

 $71,500

2009 JOHN DEERE 8330
Serial Number: RW8330P047376

MFWD, 7010 hours, 480/46 rear duals, 3 SCV, 1000 
PTO, auto track ready

 $75,000

2012 JOHN DEERE 7130
Serial Number: RW7130H031212

MFWD, C/H/A, 3682 hours, JD 740 loader w/bucket, 
3 SCV, 16 speed power quad

 $69,500

2020 JOHN DEERE 708C
Serial Number: 1H00708CCLX810095

Corn head, knife rolls, hyd deck plates, header 
height sensors, row sense, 30 in spacing, 8 rows

 $49,500

2016 JOHN DEERE 6110R
Serial Number: 1L06110RAGH849542
MFWD, C/H/A 4160 hours, JD 640R loader w/buck-
et, 340/24 front tires, 460/34 rear, 16 speed, LHR

 $67,500

2011 CASE IH STEIGER 450 HD
Serial Number: ZBF125707

4 WD, 7871 HOURS, 480/95R50 DUALS, 4 SCV, 1000 
PTO, 16 speed, powershift, LHR, 4 rear hydraulics

 $70,000

2018 CASE IH 4408
Serial Number: YHH632699

Corn head, 8 row, 30” spacing, wagon not included, 
stock number 2610

 $39,500

2019 JOHN DEERE 708C
Serial Number: 1H00708CHKX805085

Knife rolls, hyd deck plages, header height sen-
sors, Yetter stalk devastator kit, wagon not inc.

 $49,500

2008 JOHN DEERE 1890 CCS
Serial Number: A01890C725751

Drill, 36’, 7.5” spacing, w/JD 1910 air cart, 195 BU, 
rebuilt 2 years ago

 $45,000

J&M 1151
Serial Number: 6072

Grain cart, 1000 PTO, roll tarp, 68x50.00-32 
tires, single axle

 $34,500
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UPCOMING 2025 AUCTIONS: Apr. 25th • Jul. 25th • Dec. 19th

Quality Pre-Owned Farm Equipment

GREAT PLAINS 2220
Air drill w/GP NTA 3010, 30’, 7.5” spacing, not till, 

stock number 2727

$8,500

JOHN DEERE 4630
Serial Number: H00630F730512

30 ft. cutting width, good used condition, stock 
number 2638

 $10,500

1979 JOHN DEERE 4840
Serial Number: 4840P005427R6

2 WD, C/H/A, 8028 hours, JD push blade, 3 SCV, 
1000 PTO, 2 speed powershift

 $16,000

2013 CASE IH 3408
Serial Number: YSD040204, 

Corn head, knife rolls, hydraulic deck 
plates, Stock # 2698

 $16,000

2010 JOHN DEERE 635F
Serial Number: 1H00635FJA0736692
Flex platform, 35 ft. cutting width, Stock Number 

2577

 $11,500

2016 JOHN DEER 5055E
Serial Number: 1PY5055EHGG100916
MFWD, ROPS w/canopy, 456 hours, 2 SCV, 540 PTO, 

12 speed, LHR, 9.5-24 front tires, 16.9-28 rear

 $21,500

JOHN DEERE FC20R
Rotarycutter, 1000 PTO

Good used condition

 $28,500

2015 JOHN DEERE 640FD
Serial Number: 1H0640FDTF0775684

Flex draper platform, flip over reel, wagon not 
included, 40 ft cutting width

 $27,500

2018 CASE IH 3020
Serial Number: YJH231903

30’ cutting width, stock number 2655

 $24,500

HOURS:1,911  SEPARATOR HOURS:1,208  
DRIVE: 4 WD REAR ATTACHMENT: STRAW CHOPPER

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1235
PREMIUM CAB:YES

2014 JOHN DEERE S680

$157,500Serial Number:1H0S680SLD0765582

HOURS:1,476  TRANSMISSION TYPE: POWERSHIFT
REAR REMOTE HYDRAULICS: 3 DRIVE: MFWD
LOADER: YES  ENGINE HORSEPOWER:165 HP

Serial Number ZFBB13842 $89,500

2015 NEW HOLLAND T6, 165
HOURS: 5,600  REAR REMOTE HYDRAULICS: 3

DRIVE: MFWD  LOADER:Y ES
ENGINE HORSEPOWER: 115 HP

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1549

$69,500

2012 JOHN DEERE 6430

Serial Number:1L06430HCCH743067

Friday, July 29 at 8:00 AM LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Drive
Hopkinsville, KY
(Former Roeder Implement Lot)

Keep Checking Our Website! We Have Equipment Arriving Daily!
QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

(270) 881-2610  |  Delbert Roeder
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114

Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

AUCTION

100’S OF ITEMS 
ON SALE DAY

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQCONSIGNMENT SALE

Friday, July 29th at 8:00 AM

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114

Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

(270) 881-2610  DELBERT ROEDER
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

AUCTION
SSPPRRIINNGG  FFAARRMM  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT

1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240

(Former Roeder Implement Lot)

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ - CONSTRUCTION EQ

100’S OF ITEMS ON SALE DAY

QUALITY PRE-OWNED FARM EQUIPMENT - READY FOR YOUR FARM! CALL US!

FFRRIIDDAAYY  AAPPRR  2299TTHH  AATT  88  AAMMcst

LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Dr - Hopkinsville, KY 42240TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - TRUCKS
TRAILERS - PLANTERS - INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT

 CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

LOCATION: 1010 Skyline Dr. Hopkinsville, KY

HOURS: 3,471  SEPARATOR HOURS: 2,221 
 DRIVE:2 WD REAR ATTACHMENT:STRAW CHOPPER

CONDITION: USED  STOCK NUMBER:1411
STEERING TIRE SIZE:30.5-32

2001 JOHN DEERE 9750 STS

$39,500Serial Number:H09750S691647

Keep checking our website! Equipment Arriving Daily!
Quality 

Pre-
Owned 

Farm 
Eq. 

Ready 
for 

your 
Farm! 

2017 CASE IH 4408
Serial Number: YHH632696

Corn head, knife rolls, hyd deck plates, header 
wagon not included

$34,500

HORSCH PANTHER 460
Serial Number: 110046018003

60’ 500 BU cart w/3 compartments, 30,000-35,000 
AC, new rear pkg wheel shims & bolts,  less sweept

$165,000

2023 JOHN DEERE 630F
Serial Number: 1CQ0630AKP0145573

Header wagon not included, AG star header 
wagon $5,500), 30 ft. cutting width

$35,000

Friday, April 25, 2025 • 8 AM CST
1010 Skyline Drive • Hopkinsville, KY

www.roederauctioncompany.com

TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - 
DRILLS - PLANTERS - SPRAY FQ - HAY & TILLING 

EQUIP - ROTARY MOWERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ
HUNDREDS OF ITEMS ON SALE DAY

NOTE: Information or to consign equipment, call 
Delbert Roeder 270.881.2610, Amy Ezell 270.604.2880 or 

Mary Elizabeth Coleman 270.350.5132

CONSIGN EARLY FOR BROCHURE ADVERTISING!! Deadline is March 27, 2025. Contact Amy Ezell.

RECEIVING HOURS
April 1st - April 23rd  M-F 8 am - 5 pm; Sat. 8 am - 12 pm

April 24th: NOT RECEIVING EQUIPMENT
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Madi Schmidt and Collin Cooper along with WAVE AG Regional Facilitator and 
Young Farmer Advisor Tony Brannon accepted the State Runner-up award in the 
Chaper Contest at the 47th annual Ky Young Farmer Convention recently.

Congratulations to Graves County FFA Members, Jayce Hale and Karlee Peeler, 
on being selected as recipients of the Kentucky FFA Foundation’s Washington 
Leadership Conference Scholarship!  This summer, Graves County FFA will 
be sending a group of students to the National FFA Washington Leadership 
Conference in Washington, DC for the first time in 20 years!

By Abby Lyell
Graves County FFA 
teacher

Recently, the GC 
FFA Chapter hosted 
the 12 chapters of the 
Purchase Region FFA 
Association for 
Regional Paperwork 
Night.

Paperwork Night is 
the time for scoring 
FFA members 
proficiency 
applications. These 
extensive proficiency 
applications outline 
FFA member’s 
dedication to their 
Supervised 
Agricultural 
Education programs, 
as well as their 
growth and 
development as young 
leaders and 

professionals. They 
take hours and hours 
to complete, but boy 
did all that work pay 
off!

We submitted 5 
proficiency 
applications and all 5 
placed!

Join us in 
congratulating the 
following students:

• 1st Place Dairy 
Production Placement 
- Katie Woolf

• 1st Place 
Diversified Livestock 
- Mannix Hamilton

• 1st Place Goat 
Production - Darcey 
Sloan

• 1st Place Nursery 
Operations - Cole 
Hayden

• 3rd Place Equine 
Placement - Jayce 
Hale

BUT THATS NOT 
ALL!

Jayce Hale 
interviewed and was 
elected by the 
nominating 
committee to serve as 
the 2025-2026 Purchase 
Region Reporter!

GCHS FFA hosts Regional 
Paperwork Night

Jayce Hale

The Four River Counties 4-H Leadership Academy recently toured several Ballard County 
farms. Visits were hosted by local farmers who are agricultural leaders in the field and 
beyond. Thank you to Allen Pace and Neil Denton for sharing your wisdom and knowledge. 
Judge Executive Todd Cooper shared his vision of leadership. In addition, a manners and 
etiquette lesson was taught by Ballard County extension agents, Tom Miller and Sarah 
Drysdale. The meal was catered by Smokey D’s in order to practice manners and networking 
skills. The Four River Counties 4-H Leadership Academy is made up of juniors in the four 
river counties of far Western Kentucky and sponsored by WAVE River Counties AG Initiative.
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www.Worldnetauctionslive.com

843.426.4255
1533 McMillan Rd • Greeleyville, SC 29056

Facebook: WorldNet Auctions

ANNUAL EARLY 
SUMMER AUCTION!

June 5th & 6th • Greeleyville SC

By KPI Staff

The Kentucky 
Master Ag Teachers 
recently visited 
eastern Kentucky, 
where they toured 
Morehead State 
University, Fleming 
County High School, 
and KWI. During their 
visit, the teachers 
took the opportunity 
to evaluate their 
programs and work 
on their local annual 
reports. One of the 
participating 

teachers, Mercedes 
Branham from 
Carlisle County High 
School, is part of the 
Kentucky Master Ag 
Teacher Cohort. This 
program allows her to 
attend various 
trainings and tours, 
which she can bring 
back to enhance the 
Carlisle FFA 
program.

When asked about 
the most valuable 
insight she has gained 
to help her program 
grow, Branham 

responded, “It has 
allowed me to see 
what other programs 
across the state are 
doing and implement 
those ideas in our 
program. It has 
positively affected 
how we recruit 
members, engage with 
the community, and 
prepare for contests. 
This experience helps 
me share new 
opportunities with 
our students that they 
might not have been 
aware of otherwise.”

Kentucky Master Ag 
teachers tour MSU
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KACTE entrepreneurship 
event winners announced

800-658-8004

Frankfort- The 
winners of the 
thirteenth annual 
KACTE 
Entrepreneurship 
Event were 
announced today in 
Frankfort.  The event 
was sponsored by the 
Kentucky 
Association for 
Career and Technical 
Education and was 
coordinated by the 
state advisors of the 
Career and Technical 
Education Student 
Organizations.

The event 
challenged high 
school career and 
technical education 
students to develop a 
plan for an 
entrepreneurial 
business.  Students 
were required to 
submit an online 
video as well as a one 
page executive 
summary of their 
business plan.  The 
videos were to be 
designed to provide 
information on the 
business plan to 
potential investors.  
Both the videos and 
the executive 
summaries were 
evaluated by a panel 
of outside judges.

The winning 
project was 
submitted by Keyli 
Courtney of Fancy 
Farm.  Keyli will 
receive a $1000 first 
prize.  Keyli’s video 
highlighted her 
business Keyli’s 
Crops.  Keyli 
produced one acre of 
pumpkins in 
partnership with her 
grandfather.  She 
marketed her 
pumpkins through 
social media and a 
mobile trailer.  She 
also sold pumpkins 

at several local 
events and festivals.  
Keyli is a member of 
FFA at Carlisle 
County High School.  
Her advisors is 
Mercedes Branham.  

The second place 
project was 
submitted by Kayton 
Shewmaker of 
Lebanon.  Her 
business K8 designs 
grew out of her love 
of art and crafting.  
Kayton produces 
custom ornaments, 
custom signs, and 
offers design work on 
demand.  She sells 
her products through 
social media, pop up 
events, and local 
festivals.  Kayton 
will receive the 
second prize of $750.  
Click here to watch 
her video.  Kayton is 
a member of the 
Marion County 
HOSA.  Her advisors 
are Ginger Allen and 
Chastity Gribbins.      

The third place 
project was 
submitted by Claire 
Elliott of Lexington.  
Claire’s video related 
to her business 
Soccer and Santa.  
Claire’s business 
grew out of her love 
of soccer and her 

desire to share the 
game with younger 
students.  In 
December of 2024, 
she hosted her first 
event Soccer and 
Santa where students 
learned soccer skills 
and got to visit with 
Santa Claus.  Claire 
plans to host other 
events throughout 
the year and hopes to 
use her winnings to 
grow her business.  
Click here to view 
here video.  Claire is 
a member of FBLA at 
Frederick Douglass 
High School and her 
advisor is Bradley 
Scroggin.      

The fourth place 
project was 
submitted by Lauren 
Taylor of Springfield.  
Lauren’s business 2 
Chicks Farm began 
by producing 
vegetables and jellies 
for the local farmers 
market.  She has 
expanded to 
producing 
customized items for 
customers.  Her 
services include 
engraving, 
embroidery, and 
custom design work.  
Click here to learn 
more about Lauren’s 
business.  Lauren is 
a member of FFA at 
Washington County 
High School where 
her advisors are Bart 
Mattingly and 
Nathaniel Messer.    

Thanks is extended 
to KACTE for 
sponsoring this event 
and to all the 
students who 
participated.  
Contact Matt Chaliff 
matt.chaliff@
education.ky.gov or 
Mike Stone 
kmstone@mis.net for 
more information.

Keyli Courtney

Via www.sudenga.com

There are several 
disadvantages to 
installing a traditional 
dual receiving pit. First 
off, they require a very 
deep hole to be dug, 
which can only be 
achieved through 
significant excavating 
work, yards of  
concrete and rebar, 
and hours of  on-site 
fabrication and 
equipment installation. 
The equipment that 
accompanies these 
deep pits requires 
more height and 
operational 
horsepower. As a 
result, deep dual inlet 
pits are often very 
expensive to install 
and maintain. Ground 
water seepage can 
become a very serious 
issue with these 
installations as well. 
Safety is also a 
concern, as confined 
space entry is required 
when repairing or 
cleaning the 
equipment and pit.

Fortunately, 
Sudenga’s Shallow 
Double Drive Over is 
not like traditional 
dual receiving pits. 
Our system gives the 
installer the choice of  
how deep they want to 
install a system into 
the ground. In some 
cases, the unit can be 
installed on grade, 
requiring only site 
leveling. Another 
solution is digging a 
shallow trench, often 

less than four feet 
deep. This shallower 
pit requires 
significantly less rebar 
and concrete than a 
traditional pit. Our 
SDDO also provides 
easy access to 
equipment, which is 
often as simple as 
removing a grate 
section. Our entire 
system is modular, so it 
can fit a variety of  site 
layouts and 
applications. 

IMPROVE SAFETY 
& EFFECIENCY: Our 
SDDO requires less 
dirt work and 
excavation, so less time 
and resources are 
necessary to install. 
Installation is easier as 
well, as most of  the 
installation work is 
done on grade. Less 
support equipment is 
necessary, like cranes 
and backhoes, as the 
drive over equipment 
can often be installed 
with smaller lifting 
equipment—no need to 
dig big holes.

The equipment 
surrounding low-
profile pits is typically 
less expensive, as 
heights are shorter 
because equipment can 
be installed on grade. 
Lastly, eliminating a 
deep pit ensures that 
personnel are not 
required to enter a 
confined space to clean 
or repair equipment 
associated with the 
grain pit.

Traditional dual 
receiving pits require 
extensive excavation, 
concrete pouring, and 
on-site fabrication, 
leading to high 
installation and 

maintenance costs. 
Meanwhile, Sudenga’s 
Shallow Double Drive 
Over (SDDO) offers 
flexibility in 
installation depth. 
Install on grade or dig 
a shallow trench, 
reducing the need for 
extensive concrete and 
rebar. Accessing the 
equipment is simple, 
and the modular 
system fits various 
layouts.

DoubleDriveOver-2-
1024x576.jpg

Shallow Double 
Drive Over in use near 
Burt, Iowa

SDDO AT A 
GLANCE:

• Shallow pit 
requirement: only 38” 
or 45” trench depth.

• Enclosed conveyor: 
trench can be open at 
the end for water 
drainage.

• Designed for 40’-53’ 
grain trailers.

• Modular system 
can be custom 
configured to fit your 
application

• Installed under 
truck scales or in a 
shallow trench under a 
driveway

• Minimizes concrete 
and dirt work during 
installation, while 
maximizing efficiency 
for the operation once 
installed

• Unloads a typical 
grain trailer at 
capacities up to 17,500 
bushels per hour

If  you are looking to 
upgrade to Sudenga’s 
solution for 
streamlined grain pit 
operations contact 
Workman Bins in 
Mayfield, KY at 
270-209-0259.

Sudenga’s SDDO: The 
ultimate grain pit upgrade

Shallow Double Drive Over in use near Burt, Iowa
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WE OFFER:
• Dependable Service 
• Fast Unloading 
• Competitive Grain Prices
• Grain Pick-up on the Farm

Facility Manager:  Jon Pounds 
Grain Merchandisers:  Jason Renaud, Ben Metsker

618-748-9272  •  1-800-851-4012
For Current Market Information

CGB CONTINUTES TO BE ONE OF THE LARGEST SHIPPERS OF GRAIN ON THE INLAND RIVER SYSTEM
licensed in 

Kentucky & Tennessee

Residential, commercial & irrigation wells

sales • service • well repair

270-247-6658
Alan Burgess • www.burgesswaterwellsinc@gmail.com

95 State Route 131 • Mayfield, KY 

By Steve Koppes

WEST LAFAYETTE, 
Ind. — Frequent 
explosions plagued the 
U.S. grain industry until 
the Occupational Safety 
and Health 
Administration 
introduced new grain-
handling standards in 
1988. The number of 
explosions soon 
dropped.

Still, grain handling 
and processing facilities 
in the U.S. have 
experienced a 10-year 
average of 8.4 incidents 
annually, said Kingsly 
Ambrose, professor of 
agricultural and 
biological engineering. 
During the last decade 
these incidents have led 
to dozens of injuries and 
fatalities, millions of 
dollars in damage, and 
operational downtime.

Ambrose specializes 
in the agricultural 
applications of particle 
science. His current 
work delves into grain 
dust explosion 
prevention, improved 
fertilizers and grain 
damage modeling. 
Funding for these 
projects comes from the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, CNH 
Industrial and Bayer. 

“Particle science is 
helping to develop new 
controlled- and slow-
release fertilizers that 
reduce the use of 
chemical coatings,” 
Ambrose said. 
“Through better 
characterization and by 
structural 
modifications, we are 
developing innovative 
solutions that optimize 

nutrient delivery in 
fertilizers, prevent dust 
explosions, minimize 
grain damage during 
harvesting and 
handling, and improve 
seed germination.”

Kingsly Ambrose in 
the Agricultural 
Particulates Lab at 
Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Ind. on 
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025.

Kingsly Ambrose in 
the Agricultural 
Particulates Lab at 
Purdue University in 
West Lafayette, Ind. on 
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025.

In recent years, 
Ambrose and his 
associates have patented 
several processes, 
including one that 
measures the amount of 
light passing through a 
dust cloud to quantify 
airborne dust in a grain 
facility. No previous 
method enabled grain 
operators to quickly, 
easily and continuously 
monitor dust 
accumulation in their 
facilities.  

Ambrose and his 
colleagues disclosed 
their discoveries to the 
Purdue Office of 
Technology and 
Commercialization, 
which applied for 
patents to protect the 
innovations. 

He also has patented 
an algorithm that uses 
artificial intelligence to 
automatically calibrate 
for the type and amount 
of dust being measured.

“Depending on the 
grains, the amount of 
dust will vary. Corn 
generates more dust 
than wheat, for 

example,” he said. 
“Properties will also 
differ, so you want 
separate calibration for 
each type of dust,” he 
said.

The economic stakes 
of damaged grains are 
significant. From 5% to 
10% of all grains become 
damaged during 
combine harvesting or 
handling and storage.

“Damages could be 
both internal and 
external. We lose 
quality. We lose 
storability. The value 
goes down,” he said.

Ambrose blends 
model development with 
laboratory testing to 
identify where most 
grain damage occurs. 
His particle science 
approach reveals what 
forces act on the grains 
as they run through a 
threshing cylinder or a 
combine harvester. 
Companies can then 
apply his findings to 
improve their systems.

“The integration of 
particle modeling and 
design allows us to 
support modern 
agricultural practices 
with greater precision,” 
he notes.

Ambrose and his 
collaborators have also 
improved the efficiency 
of urea, a form of 
nitrogen fertilizer, with 
a patented process of 
layer-wise 
agglomeration of urea 
granulates—this refers 
to a process where urea 
granules are combined 
or compacted in layers 
to form larger clusters. 
This process improves 
the granules’ size, shape 
or handling properties.

“If you apply urea and 
there is rain, even if 
there’s high moisture, it 
dissolves immediately, 
so the plants may not 
have enough fertilizer 
during their growth 
period,” Ambrose said.  

“Our approach here is 
to make the urea 
dissolve slowly, without 
using any additional 
chemicals to make them 
release nutrients 
slowly,” he said. Instead, 
Ambrose modified the 
structural components 
of the urea and mixed it 
with environmentally 
friendly ingredients.

“We are also using 
other methods to control 
granule density and 
structural 
characteristics so that 
the fertilizer doesn’t 
dissolve quickly,” he 
said. “If we can reduce 
the leaching of urea 
from the soil, we can 
help prevent both land 
and water pollution.”

Kingsly Ambrose and 
Vidya Nagaraju use a 
PerkinElmer 
Thermogravimetric 
Analyzer to measure the 
change in mass of a 
particulate sample as a 
function of temperature

Kingsly Ambrose and 
Vidya Nagaraju use a 
PerkinElmer 
Thermogravimetric 
Analyzer to measure the 
change in mass of a 
particulate sample as a 
function of temperature 
at the Agricultural 
Particulates Lab at 
FLEX in West Lafayette, 
Ind. on Friday, Jan. 3, 
2025.

He hopes that a recent 
grant from USDA 
Agriculture and Food 

Research Initiative will 
lead to further 
improvement in 
developing innovative 
granular urea 
fertilizers. This work is 
in  collaboration with 
Carl Wassgren, 
professor of mechanical 
engineering, and Kurt 
Ristroph, assistant 
professor of agricultural 
and biological 
engineering, both at 
Purdue; and Chad Penn, 
soil scientist at the 
USDA Agricultural 
Research Service.

Ambrose began 
conducting particle 
research as a graduate 
student at Purdue, 
completing his PhD in 
agricultural and 
biological engineering 
in 2010. He lauded the 
influence of the 
interdisciplinary faculty 
and facilities of 
Purdue’s Center for 
Particulate Products 
and Processes (CP3) on 
his academic career 
path. Now he manages 
the center’s 
characterization lab, 
which spans faculty 
members from the 
colleges of agriculture, 
engineering and 
pharmacy.

“Leveraging the 
power of particle 
technology will drive 
agriculture toward a 
more sustainable and 
safer future, helping 
meet global food 
demands while 
minimizing the 
environmental 
footprint,” he said. 
Lowering the cost of 
production will also be a 
benefit.

Ambrose was 

recognized as a 2024 
Fellow of the Indian 
Society of Agricultural 
Engineering in 
November. The society 
cited him “in 
recognition of his 
significant contribution 
in the field of 
agricultural engineering 
both in India and 
abroad.”

His research group 
draws undergraduates, 
graduate students and 
postdoctoral researchers 
from agricultural, 
chemical and 
mechanical engineering, 
along with food science. 
Past projects have 
involved 
pharmaceutical and 
beverage engineering, 
including the powders 
used to make energy 
drinks.

In previous work, for 
example, he developed a 
model to overcome the 
challenges presented by 
mixing more than a 
dozen different types of 
powders to yield a 
uniform taste for a 
popular energy drink.

Particle science and 
technology is a still a 
developing field in the 
U.S. “Not many people 
work in this area,” 
Ambrose said. Purdue 
offers several courses in 
agricultural 
particulates, taught by 
Ambrose and other 
faculty members in the 
colleges of agriculture 
and engineering. 
Alumni go on to work 
for pharmaceutical, food 
and agricultural 
companies.

“Industry wants this 
kind of expertise,” he 
said.

Particle science innovations focus on 
improving grain facility safety
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TRI-COUNTY EQUIPMENT
1237 US Hwy. 51 • Clinton, KY • 270-653-2381

9 Greenfield Hwy. • Bradford, TN • 731-742-4454

EXPERIENCE THE TRULY PRACTICAL AT YOUR LOCAL KINZE DEALER

Outfitted with split row units, the 3605 can be a dedicated 15” soybean planter, or plant crops in 30” rows. 
Equipped with dry or liquid fertilizer, bulk fill or row unit hoppers, True Rate vacuum or mechanical meters, 
hydraulic or ground contact drive, and other options, the 3605 can be built as unique as the way you farm.

80 Bushels bulk fill 
seed capacity

True Rate vacuum meter 
delivers 99% accuracy

Long life & low costs 
with 05 Series upgrades

via grainsystems.com

Grain drying is 
essential for farmers to 
protect their crops and 
maximize profitability. 
The right grain dryer 
can improve efficiency, 
maintain grain quality 
and meet the specific 
needs of  different 
operations. Whether a 
farm requires flexibility, 
high capacity or energy 
efficiency, having the 
proper type of  drying 
system in place is 
critical. Farmers must 
consider factors like 
capacity, ease of  use, 
service and the long-
term impact on grain 
quality when selecting a 
dryer that suits their 
unique operation.

“Each operation has 
different priorities. 
Some may prioritize a 
cost-effective entry into 
high-temperature 
drying, while others 
require advanced 
systems to handle large 
grain volumes or 
preserve grain for 
human consumption,” 
said Alan Lockwood, 
product manager of  
grain conditioning at 
GSI. “Understanding 
these varied needs is 
key to making an 
informed choice when 
investing in a grain 
drying system.”

A Grain Dryer for 
Every Scenario

With varying farm 
sizes and grain drying 
requirements, several 
dryer options are 
essential to meet each 
farmer’s capacity, 
efficiency and budget 
needs.

Portable Dryers: 

Designed for lower 
bushel capacity farms 
or those needing 
flexibility, portable 
dryers can dry up to 
2,500 bushels per hour 
and offer a cost-effective 
way to enter high-
temperature drying. 
Multiple configurations 
are available, ranging 
from a single-module, 
single-fan system to a 
three-module, six-fan 
system.

Tower Dryers: 
Engineered for medium 
to large operations, 
tower dryers offer 
high-capacity solutions 
capable of  drying up to 
12,000 bushels per hour. 
These cross-flow dryers 
use a single, vertical 
plenum that naturally 
distributes the most 
heat to the top of  the 
dryer to quickly get the 
grain up to drying 
temperature, excelling 
in throughput and 
efficiency. A standout 
feature is the vacuum 
cooling system, which 
recaptures heat from 
the cooling grain and 
directs it back into the 
drying process, 
improving fuel 
efficiency.

TopDry Dryers: This 
option combines drying 
and storage in one 
efficient unit, offering 
exceptional fuel 
efficiency and grain 
quality preservation. 
Drying occurs in a 
chamber near the 
dryer’s roof, while heat 
is reclaimed from the 
cooling grain in the 
storage bin to improve 
fuel efficiency. Capable 
of  handling up to 2,100 
bushels per hour, 
TopDry systems are 

ideal for operations 
where grain quality is a 
priority. Additionally, 
they can double as 
long-term storage at the 
end of  the drying 
season.

Mixed Flow Dryers: 
Mixed flow dryers offer 
gentle, uniform drying 
that preserves grain 
quality across various 
commodities. Their 
even heat distribution 
minimizes stress and 
potential damage to the 
grain. Unlike screen 
dryers, mixed flow 
dryers are designed to 
handle a range of  crops 
without the need for 
frequent adjustments, 
though drying times 
may vary depending on 
the specific crop. With 
capacities of  up to 5,000 
bushels per hour, they 
are ideal for moderate 
to large operations 
focused on high-quality 
grain and efficient 
throughput across 
multiple crop types.

“The right grain 

dryer can make a 
significant difference 
for farmers by 
improving efficiency, 
grain quality and 
profitability,” said 
Lockwood. “Whether 
it’s the flexibility of  a 
portable dryer, the 
capacity of  a tower 
system, or the grain-
preserving benefits of  a 
mixed flow or TopDry 
system, having the right 
equipment allows 
farmers to match their 
drying needs to their 
specific operation. 
Ultimately, it’s about 
giving farmers the tools 
to protect their harvest 
and maximize their 
investment.”

Find Your Perfect 
Grain Dryer with 
GSI’s Easy-to-Use 
Selection Tool

Choosing the best 
dryer for your operation 
can be a complex 
decision involving many 
factors, from capacity to 
energy efficiency to 

versatility. To simplify 
the process, GSI 
developed a Grain 
Dryer Selection Tool. 
This tool asks farmers 
about their operation 
size, grain types and 
specific needs, 
providing a tailored 
recommendation. 
Benefits include:

Ease of  use: The tool 
is simple and user-
friendly, with multiple-
choice questions that 
require minimal input, 
making it easy for 
farmers to get started.

Customized 
recommendations: It 
provides tailored dryer 
recommendations by 
asking a few questions 
about a farm’s specific 
needs, such as operation 
size and grain types, 
helping farmers find the 
right solution.

Comprehensive 
options: Selections offer 
a range of  dryers — 
portable, tower, mixed 
flow or TopDry — 
allowing farmers to 

explore the best options 
suited to their 
operation’s capacity and 
drying requirements.

Informed decision-
making: The tool 
empowers farmers to 
research and explore 
their options before 
consulting with a GSI 
dealer.

Unique in the 
industry: This 
revolutionary tool is a 
one-of-a-kind offering, 
streamlining the 
decision process and 
helping farmers stay 
informed about their 
grain drying options.

“GSI developed the 
Grain Dryer Selection 
Tool to empower 
farmers with informed 
decisions tailored to 
their unique needs. 
Whether you prioritize 
fuel efficiency, grain 
quality or budget, our 
range of  dryers offers 
the perfect solution,” 
said Lockwood. “We’re 
committed to helping 
farmers choose the 
right grain drying 
system for their 
operation and achieve 
long-term success.”

 Choose GSI for a 
Grain Dryer That’s 
Right for You

With the Grain Dryer 
Selection Tool and 
expert support, GSI 
makes it easy to find the 
ideal dryer for your 
farm. Our wide range of  
options and dedication 
to quality ensure you’re 
investing in a solution 
that will pay off  for 
years to come.

For more information 
Contact Workman Bins 
in Mayfield, KY at 
270-209-0259

Boost efficiency and protect your harvest:
How to select the right grain dryer
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sevenspringsfarms.com
For more information email ellen@ssf.ag

5357 Hopkinsville Road - 
602 Blackhawk Road

Cadiz, Kentucky

270.522.3424

SSF EROSION CONTROL BLANKETS

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 2021

Grown and manufactured in KENTUCKY
Blanket Sizes in Stock:

8’ x 112.5’ • 16’ x 112.5’ • 8’ x 562.5’ • 16’ x 562.5’
Round top pins also available • NTPEP ECP-2021-02-010
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