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By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

The Graves County 
Sheriff’s Office and 
the Hickman Police 
Department are 
pleased to announce 
the addition of  new 
law enforcement 
officers to their 
teams. Deputy Sheriff  
Andrew Prusaczyk 
joined the Graves 
County Sheriff’s 
Office in August 
and was sworn in on 
September 8, 2025, 
by Graves County 
Circuit Court Judge 
Kevin Bishop. Deputy 
Prusaczyk brings 
extensive experience, 

beginning with the 
Security Forces of  
the U.S. Air Force, 
followed by service 
with the Paducah 
Police Department and 
McCracken County 
Sheriff’s Office. He 
and his family reside 
in Graves County.
Hickman Police 

Department welcomes 
Officer Tylan Isbell, 
who is currently 
gaining hands-on 
experience and 
training under the 
guidance of  seasoned 
officers. Isbell 
will continue his 
preparation in the 
community before 
attending the police 
academy for formal 
training.
Both new hires 

strengthen their 
respective forces, 
bringing valuable 
experience and 
dedication that will 
enhance community 
safety, increase 
response capacity, 
and support ongoing 
public service 
initiatives.

New Officers Join 
Local Police

Heath Building Materials, Inc. was recognized as the 2025 Chamber Business of the Year. Pictured left to right 
Ashley Heath, Josh Heath, Tommy Crews, Adam Wilson and Robby Hill.                                          Photo submitted

By Kelsey Edwards
KPI Editor

The Graves County 
Board of Education 
held its meeting on 
Thursday, September 
18, 2025 where they 
approved a service 
agreement with 
Emergent 3, which 
is an emergency 
app set to safeguard 
district campuses for 
$6,500 per year. Scott 
Bradley, the Graves 
County School Safety 
Coordinator said 

improving school 
security entails 
minimizing response 
times. He said E3 will 
contain a database 
of the campus maps, 
which can be relayed 
to first responders 
and district personnel 
highlighting any 
impacted areas very 
quickly. Bradley 
stated, “SROs are 
invaluable in our 
buildings, but we 
need to consider if 
we can trim that time 
even more, and it 

allows teachers to call 
lockdowns either from 
their Chromebooks, 
desktops or personal 
devices.” There were 
several technology 
companies that were 
interviewed, and out 
of all of them, Bradley 
said E3 was selected 
for its intuitive, 
simple interface. He 
said the district can 
customize this “safety 
remote control” to 
include menu options 
for administration 
contact, evacuation, 

hold, lockdown, 
secure and shelter. 
When an option is 
selected, Bradley 
said the E3 promptly 
sends an alert to all 
pertinent faculty and 
staff. Bradley said, 
“If a person were to 
push a lockdown, 
which could be a 
custodian, cafeteria 
worker, teacher 
or instructional 
assistant, etc. It’s 
going to ask them 
where they’re at and 
if they’re safe.” He 

continued, “They 
don’t have to call the 
office for a lockdown, 
so it’s reducing that 
response time.” 
The app can also 
be used to stage 
drills and request 
assistance directly 
from administration 
concerning 
dysregulated students. 
“If someone is 
causing chaos in 
the classroom, the 
teacher can press the 
admin button, and it 
doesn’t go to anyone 

else which means 
you’re not alerting 
the entire school over 
something going on 
inside one classroom.” 
E3 notifications will 
override devices to 
sound alerts, the app 
compiles the safety 
status of teachers and 
their classrooms, and 
there are features 
syncing student 
rosters.
He shared with 

the court that the 
Emergent 3 company 
will come soon to 

Graves County Board of Education Approves Agreement with Emergent 3

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

The Mayfield-Graves 
County Chamber of 
Commerce hosted its 
Annual Dinner and 
Awards Celebration 
on September 18 
at the chamber 
office, bringing 
together community 
members to honor the 
businesses, leaders, 
and organizations that 
make Graves County 
shine.
Heath Building 

Materials, Inc. was 
named the 2025 
Chamber Business of 
the Year, recognized 

for its long-standing 
commitment to 
excellence and service 
in the local economy. 
CASA received the 
2025 Nonprofit of the 
Year Award for its 
tireless advocacy on 
behalf of vulnerable 
children. Through the 
dedication of its staff 
and volunteers, CASA 
ensures that every 
child has a voice in 
court and that their 
needs are prioritized 
during times of crisis.
Several individuals 

were also celebrated 
for their contributions. 
Don Sparks received 
the Lifetime 

Achievement Award for 
his years of dedication 
and leadership, while 
Eric Walker was 
honored as Ambassador 
of the Year for his 
efforts to promote the 
Chamber and support 
local businesses. The 
Hampton Inn Mayfield 
earned the Visionary 
Award, highlighting its 
innovative approach 
to business and 
community impact. 
Derrick Parrott was 
named Citizen of the 
Year for his service 
as School/Home/
Community Liaison for 
Mayfield Independent 
Schools, where he 

works closely with 
students, families, and 
educators to foster 
academic success and 
personal development.
Organizers noted that 

it is inspiring to see 
local businesses and 
organizations thriving. 
The awards reflect 
the dedication and 
spirit that continue 
to strengthen the 
community.
The evening served 

as both a recognition 
of accomplishments 
and a celebration of 
the collaboration that 
keeps Mayfield and 
Graves County moving 
forward.

Mayfield-Graves County Chamber Hosts 
Annual Dinner and Awards Celebration

Mayfield High School celebrated Homecoming 2025 with Kyler Simpson crowned 
Homecoming King and Gracie Floyd named Homecoming Queen. Carrying the 
crowns are Landri Thomas and Kyle Ross.

 Photo by Joseph (Peewee)Petty

2025 Graves County High School Miss Ally Claire Goodman, escorted by Eli 
Hayes, was crowned the Homecoming Queen at Friday nights football game.                             
							       Photo by: Jimmy Palmer

Tylan Isbell

Andrew Prusaczyk

Board of Education continues on ...back page

CASA received the 2025 Nonprofit of the Year Award. Pictured left to right: Kristin King, Emily Burge, Emmy 
West, Stephanie Floyd, Tracy Lambert, Ellen Burnett, Kelly Cox                                                                  Photo submitted
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By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

In a welcome turn 
of  events, several 
counties in western 
Kentucky are lifting 
burn restrictions 
following a series of  
rainstorms that have 
signifi cantly eased 
drought concerns.

Hickman 
County Fiscal 
Court announced 
on Monday the 
immediate lifting of  
the county’s burn 
ban. Judge Executive 
Kenny Wilson noted 
on social media that 
“we’ve received 
consistent rainfall 
suffi cient to safely 

lift the burn ban,” 
adding that the 
decision was made 
in close consultation 
with local fi re 
departments. The 
restriction had been 
essential to mitigate 
the signifi cant 
wildfi re risk posed by 
dry conditions.

Likewise, Ballard 
County Judge 
Executive Todd 
Cooper declared the 
end of  the countywide 
burn ban after the 
area benefi ted from 
over an inch of  rain 
over consecutive 
days. Cooper stressed 
the importance of  
caution, urging 
residents to strictly 

adhere to safety 
guidelines when 
burning outdoors, 
despite the ban being 
lifted.

As of  September 
23, Graves County 
Judge Executive 
Jessee Perry also 
announced the lifting 
of  the county’s burn 
ban, citing improved 
conditions following 
recent rainfall. Perry 
reminded residents 
to remain responsible 
with outdoor burning 
practices.

However, Fulton, 
Carlisle, and 
Livingston counties 
have yet to lift 
their burn bans, 
maintaining these 

vital restrictions to 
safeguard homes, 
farmlands, and 
forests from the 
ongoing threat of  fi re 
hazards. Offi cials 
emphasized that 
residents in those 
counties must 
continue to follow the 
bans until further 
notice.

In addition, 
residents across 
the region should 
be aware that 
Kentucky’s fall 
forestry burn ban 
will begin October 1 
and continue through 
December 15. During 
this period, outdoor 
burning is prohibited 
between the hours of  

6 a.m. and 6 p.m. to 
reduce wildfi re risk 
during the dry fall 
season.

Offi cials throughout 
the region are 
calling on residents 
to take proactive 
steps to prevent 
fi res from spiraling 
out of  control. They 
advise never leaving 
a fi re unattended, 
keeping water or 
fi re-extinguishing 
equipment readily 
available, avoiding 
burning on windy 
days, and ensuring 
that all debris 
or brush is fully 
extinguished before 
departing the area.

“The rain has 

provided much-
needed relief, but 
the risk of  fi re is still 
present,” cautioned 
a regional fi re 
safety coordinator. 
“Adhering to these 
guidelines is crucial 
to prevent accidental 
fi res from spreading 
and to protect lives 
and property.”

Residents are 
urged to stay vigilant 
and monitor local 
updates closely, 
as county leaders 
continue to evaluate 
conditions and adjust 
burn restrictions 
as necessary in the 
weeks ahead.

Western Kentucky Begins to Lift Burn 
Bans After Much-Needed Rainfall

By:Kelly Channell, CEO

United Way of  
Western Kentucky is 
proud to announce 
the launch of  
Retired United, a 
new stewardship 
group created to 
help retirees remain 
actively engaged with 
their community and 
the causes they care 
about. 

Recognizing that 
retirement is not an 
end but a new chapter, 
Retired United 
offers meaningful 
opportunities for 
individuals to stay 
engaged through 
social, educational 

and philanthropic 
activities while having 
fun and interacting 
with others in a 
similar stage of  life. 
Members will be 
able to give back, 
stay connected with 
peers, and continue 
making a difference 
in the lives of  others 
throughout Western 
Kentucky. 

Leadership for 
this initiative is 
being provided by CJ 
Gurley, President-
Elect of  United Way 
of  Western Kentucky 
and an executive 
with CSI, who is 
passionate about 
building a strong 

network for retirees 
in our region. Gurley 
has set an ambitious 
goal of  recruiting 100 
active participants 
by April 1, 2026 when 
he will begin his 
tenure as President 
of  the United Way of  
Western Kentucky 
Board of  Directors. 

The fi rst event, 
“Start Your Day with 
United Way,” will be 
held on Wednesday, 
October 15 at the 
United Way offi ce, 
120 S. 3rd Street, 
Paducah, KY. This 
gathering will serve 
as an introduction to 
Retired United and 
an opportunity for 

retirees to help shape 
the group’s future. 
Attendees will be 
asked to share what 
they hope to gain from 
participating, which 
activities interest 
them most, what 
times of  day work 
best, and the types of  
community projects 
they would like to get 
involved in. 

“United Way has 
always been about 
community, and 
Retired United is a 
way for us to honor 
the contributions 
of  those who’ve 
supported us 
throughout their 
working years while 

giving them a chance 
to continue to lead, 
serve, and stay 
involved,” said CJ, 
United Way Board of  
Directors President-
Elect. 

The group will 
host regular 
gatherings, volunteer 
opportunities, and 
community events, 
providing a platform 
for retirees to share 
their time, talents, and 
resources. Whether 
lending a hand at a 
local partner agency, 
participating in social 
outings, taking on a 
new philanthropic 
project, or mentoring 
a young professional, 

Retired United is built 
to be both impactful 
and enjoyable. 

Membership in 
Retired United is 
open to all retirees 
who wish to remain 
engaged in making 
Western Kentucky a 
stronger, healthier, 
and more connected 
community. 

For more 
information on how 
to get involved with 
Retired United, 
contact Kelly 
Channell, United Way 
of  Western Kentucky 
CEO at kelly@
unitedwaywky.org or 
call 270-442-1691. 

 United Way of Western Kentucky Launches Retired 
United to Keep Retirees Engaged and Connected 
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Glisson Regional Runner-up

By: Tim Taylor
KPI SPORTS

Ballard Memorial’s 
Madison Glisson 
entered the 2025 
1st Region Girls’ 
Tournament looking 
to defend her 2024 title.  
The two-time KHSAA 
State Champion Trinity 
Beth was back for her 
senior year at Marshall 
County, and it was 
expected to be a two 
player chase for the 
regional crown this 
season.  It played out 
that way as the two 
found themselves at 
the top of  the leader 
board entering the fi nal 
9 holes.  Beth held the 
one stroke lead heading 
into the back 9. Glisson 
had bogeyed the par 3 
on hole 6 and rallied 
with birdies on hole 8 
and 9 to fi nish the front 
9 at one under par.  
Holes 11 and 12 would 
be the turning point. 
Beth birdied both holes 
while Glisson shot one 
over to push the Lady 
Marshal golfers lead 
to 4 strokes.  Glisson 
showed her normal 
poise as she birdied 
holes 13, 14, and 16 and 
pulled back to within 
2 strokes with 3 holes 
remaining.  Glisson 
could not capitalize on 
putting more pressure 
on Beth as Glisson 
missed a birdie putt 
on the par 3 17.  She 
ended up with a bogey 
while Beth two putted 

from the fringe to par 
the hole. Beth held a 
3 stroke lead heading 
into the fi nal hole.  
Glisson parred her fi nal 
regional tournament 
hole while Beth drained 
the birdie to capture the 
regional title with a 6 
under par 66. Glisson 
had a solid 2 under 
par 70 and fi nished 6 
strokes ahead of  3rd 
place fi nisher Graves 
County’s 8th grader 
Emlie Miller.  Glisson 
advances to Girls’ State 
First Round at Calvert 
City Country Club on 
September 29th.  The 
top 15 individuals in the 
State First Round will 
advance to October 7th 
and 8th KHSAA State 
Tournament in Bowling 
Green.

The Bomber boys’ 
golf  team hosted their 
fi nal home match of  
2025 at the Ballard 
County Country Club.  
Seniors Ike Miller 
and Lynden Davis 
participated in their 
last ever high school 
match at their home 
course as Ballard 
Memorial competed 
against a team from 
McCracken County. 
The Mustangs won 
the match 154-172 over 
Ballard Memorial.  
Miller led the Bomber 
team with a 3 over par 
39 with Davis and Owen 
Enfi nger right on his 
heels both shooting 
a 40 and Drew Fickes 
fi nished with a 53.  

The McCracken County girls battled hard to fi nish 5-0 and claim the Hickman County Tournament Championship. Pictured 
back row (from left): Olivia Emmons, Sophie Hefl in, Ella McDowell, Ella Meiser, Hadley Clifton, Taylor Pittman, and Macie Crass. 
Front row (from left): Bella Lamphere, Elayna Hesley, Piper Lafont, Blaiklee Green, and Emma Spears

Ballard Memorial volleyball team captains Aubrey Alexander 
and Hala Ouderkirk presented Lady Bomber volleyball Coach 
Adam Solomon with a signed volleyball by the 2025 team in 
recognition of his 400th career varsity coaching win

Photo by Tim Taylor

3-PEAT CHAMPS! For the third straight year, the McCracken County Mustangs are Region 1 Boys Golf Champions! The team 
fi red a 293 at Murray Country Club to claim the title. Landon Hunt led the way as Individual Champion with a 2-under 70, earning 
back-to-back titles. Dallas Vinson and Evan Hack tied for 2nd with rounds of 74, Tanner Kight fi nished 5th with a 75, and Jack 
Farmery tied for 8th with a 77.

Photo by McCracken Schools

Senior Night Victory!The Paducah Tilghman Lady Tornado 
Volleyball team celebrated Senior Night with a 3–0 win over 
Fulton County. Honored were 2025 seniors Avery Brown, 
Avery Waufl e, and Naarah White.

On to State! Congratulations to St. Mary Golfers Liam and 
Tyler for advancing to the KHSAA State Golf Tournament.

Championship Sweep! The Marshall County Lady Marshals captured the Region 1 Girls Golf Team Championship, while 
teammate Trinity Beth claimed the Individual Title. Left Right Assitant Coach Sarah Forsythe, Brooklyn Cunningham, Kelli 
Roberts, Trinity Beth, CeCelia Ray, Charlee Murphy and Head Coach Aaron Beth

Photo by Marshals Athletics

State Champions!Congratulations to the Murray High School Boys’ Soccer team on winning the 2025 Kentucky 2A State 
Championship. The Murray Independent School District extends its appreciation to the players, coaches, and parents for this 
outstanding accomplishment. State Champions!    

PHOTO BY ALEX LACEY
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270.331.2453 FREE Estimates!

BeforeBefore AfterAfter

BeforeBefore AfterAfter

MOLD? MILDEW? BLACK STREAKS?
Those stains aren’t just ugly — they’re eating away at your property.

SQUEAKY CLEAN PRO WASH uses professional-grade techniques 
to clean, protect, and restore your investment.

√ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
√ ROOF, SIDING, CONCRETE, GUTTERS, DECKS & MORE
√ LICENSED, INSURED, AND LOCALLY TRUSTED
√ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

8 piece Fried Chicken

12 piece Fried Chicken

16 piece Fried Chicken

Served with French Fries, Vegetable

of the Day & Texas Toast

FAMILY PACKS
Take the stress out of cooking

10 piece Catfish Fillet

14 piece Catfish Fillet

20 piece Catfish Fillet

Served with French Fries,

Coleslaw and Hushpuppies
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8 piece Fried Chicken

12 piece Fried Chicken

16 piece Fried Chicken

Served with French Fries, Vegetable

of the Day & Texas Toast

Served with French Fries, Vegetable

10 piece Catfish Fillet

14 piece Catfish Fillet

20 piece Catfish Fillet

Served with French Fries,

Coleslaw and Hushpuppies
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GUN COMPANY

MADISONVILLE

New & Used Firearms

Ammunition & Accessories

On-Site Shooting Range

Classes & Private Training

26 Bradley Sisk Rd, Madisonville • (270) 561-2025

GET READY FOR HUNTING SEASON NOW!

www.madisonvillegunco.com

A Veteran-Owned Firearms Destination in the Heart of Madisonville

Baptist Health 
Medical Group 

(BHMG) has expanded 
orthopedic care in 
western Kentucky with 
the launch of  its Sports 
Medicine service line. 
This specialty will be 
led by two brothers; 
Luke Beggs, MD, PhD, 
and Jake Beggs, PA-
C. The Beggs’ offer 
advanced, nonoperative 
orthopedic and sports 
medicine care for 
athletes and active 
individuals with no 
referral needed.

Both graduates of  
Heath High School, 
the Beggs brothers, 
are thrilled to bring 
their expertise home 
to serve the Paducah 
community. “This is 
more than a job, it’s a 
dream realized,” said 
Luke Beggs, MD, PhD, 
with BHMG Sports 
Medicine. “My brother, 
Jake, is an experienced 
orthopedic PA, and the 
chance to work together 
has been a dream of  
ours for a while now. 
We’re excited to use 
our unique skills and 
training to help our 
friends, family and 
neighbors stay active 
and healthy.”

Dr. Beggs specializes 
in diagnosing and 

treating orthopedic 
and sports-related 
conditions, including 
joint injuries, arthritis, 
and fractures. He also 
offers ultrasound-
guided injections and 
platelet-rich plasma 
(PRP) therapy, an 
innovative treatment 
popular among 
professional athletes. 
Jake Beggs focuses on 
sports medicine, athlete 
recovery, nonsurgical 
orthopedics and 
nutritional counseling, 
ensuring a well-
rounded approach to 
patient care.

“We view every 
patient as an athlete in 
the sport of  life,” said 
Dr. Beggs. “Our goal is 
to optimize movement, 
prevent injuries, and 
help people regain 
function so they can 
keep doing what they 
love.”

They treat conditions 
such as ankle sprains, 
knee injuries, 
tendinitis, stress 
fractures, and other 
sports-related issues in 
both youth and adult 
athletes.

In addition to injury 
treatment, the Beggs 
brothers emphasize 
exercise as the most 
effective tool for 
injury prevention and 
longevity, especially for 
aging adults.

“A strong body is a 
resilient body,” said 
Dr. Beggs. “Exercise is 
the best way to prevent 
injuries and maintain 
mobility, no matter 
your age.”

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment, call 
270.415.4825.

Hometown Brother Duo 
leads new Sports Medicine & 

Orthopedics practice
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By Laurna Todd, 
KPI Writer

The Livingston 
County Sheriff’s 
Office is seeking the 
public’s help in an 
ongoing investigation 
following the 
recovery of  a 
stolen vehicle 
in the Ledbetter 
community early 
Sunday morning, 
September 21, 
2025. Deputies 
reported that the 
vehicle was located 
around 2 a.m., 
and surveillance 
footage shows two 
individuals fleeing 
on foot along Jewell 
Drive, heading 
toward the Blankship 
Road subdivision.

Sheriff’s deputies 
are asking residents 
in the area to 
check any home or 
business security 
cameras, as video 
evidence could 
be crucial to the 
investigation. Deputy 

Caleb Kindred is 
leading the case, 
and anyone with 
information or 
relevant footage is 
encouraged to email 
caleb.kindred@
livingstonco.ky.gov 
or contact the 
Sheriff’s Office at 
(270) 928-2122.

This alert comes 
amid a series of  
successful law 
enforcement 
operations across 
Western Kentucky, 
highlighting 
the impact of  
interagency 
cooperation in 
combating theft and 
burglary.

On August 4, 
2025, the Hickman 
County Sheriff’s 
Office received a 
report of  two stolen 
trailers from a local 
farm. After a month-
long investigation, 
deputies recovered 
one trailer on 
September 19, 

confirming it 
belonged to 
the victim. The 
investigation 
revealed that Nathan 
Son, from Kevil, 
KY, had stolen both 
trailers, with an 
accomplice, Shaun 
McKinney-Cross, 
from Paducah, KY, 
also involved. Son 
was arrested and 
charged with first-
degree burglary, 
while Cross remains 
at large. The trailers 
were recovered—one 
in Brookport, IL, and 
the other in Kevil—
and returned to the 
rightful owner.

Meanwhile, in 
McCracken County, 
a surveillance 
operation led to 
multiple arrests after 
detectives observed 
suspicious activity 
around storage 
units. Joshua Owen, 
Christopher Young, 
Joseph Abbott, and 
Natasha Gill were 

arrested on charges 
related to burglary, 
theft, and narcotics.

Sheriff’s offices 
from Hickman, 
Ballard, Massac, 
McCracken, and 
Livingston counties 
emphasize that 
crime will not be 
tolerated. They noted 
that effective law 
enforcement often 
requires teamwork 
across jurisdictions 
and that these 
arrests demonstrate 
their commitment to 
keeping communities 
safe and holding 
offenders 
accountable.

Residents are 
encouraged to 
remain vigilant 
and report any 
suspicious activity 
to local law 
enforcement. Every 
tip, photo, or video 
could play a key 
role in ongoing 
investigations.

Public Assistance Requested as Western Kentucky 
Law Enforcement Recovers Stolen Property

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

Local law 
enforcement agencies 
recently collaborated 
to recover stolen 
property and 
apprehend several 
suspects, highlighting 
the importance of  
community policing 
and cooperation.

On August 4, 
2025, the Hickman 
County Sheriff’s 
Office received a 
report of  two trailers 
stolen from a farm 
in Hickman County. 
After a month-long 
investigation, deputies 
located one of  the 
trailers on September 
19 and confirmed 
it belonged to the 
victim. The man in 
possession of  the 
trailer revealed that 
he had purchased 
it from Nathan Son 
of  Kevil, KY. Son 
admitted to stealing 
both trailers and 
disclosed the location 
of  the second trailer. 
An accomplice, Shaun 
McKinney-Cross of  
Paducah, KY, was 
also identified, and 
warrants were issued 
for his arrest. Son 
was arrested and 
charged with first-
degree burglary, 
while Cross remains 
at large. Both trailers 
were recovered—one 
in Brookport, IL, and 

the other in Kevil—
and returned to their 
rightful owner.

Meanwhile, a 
surveillance operation 
in McCracken County 
led to the arrest of  
multiple burglary 
suspects along with 
one drug-related 
arrest. Detectives 
observed two men 
tampering with 
storage units and 
acting suspiciously on 
bicycles. Traffic stops, 
search warrants, and 
evidence collection 
resulted in the arrests 
of  Joshua Owen, 
Christopher Young, 
Joseph Abbott, and 
Natasha Gill for 
burglary, theft, and 
narcotics offenses.

Sheriff’s offices 
across Western 
Kentucky, including 
those from Hickman, 
Ballard, Massac, and 
McCracken counties, 
emphasized that 
crime will not be 
tolerated. They noted 
that investigations 
often require 
interagency teamwork 
to effectively protect 
the community. These 
arrests underscore 
the dedication of  
law enforcement 
officers to keeping 
neighborhoods safe 
and ensuring that 
those who break 
the law are held 
accountable.

Law Enforcement 
Collaboration Leads 
to Multiple Arrests 

By Laurna Todd, 
KPI Writer

Smokey D’s is 
usually closed on 
Sundays, but on 
September 14 the 
doors swung open for 
a special reason—
supporting St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital.

The idea of  
Sunday fundraisers 
at the restaurant 
began years ago 
as a way to help 
employees, friends, 
and family without 
interfering with 
regular business 
hours. “Every now 
and then if  we have 
someone close to us 
with a fundraising 

need, we open up and 
all proceeds go to 
their cause,” Haley 
Robertson explained.

This time, the 
event supported 
two Smokey D’s 
employees, along 
with a niece, 
sister-in-law, and 
employee’s sister, 
all of  whom are 
participating in the 
St. Jude Marathon 
weekend. With 
their fundraising 
goals in mind, the 
restaurant hosted a 
fish fry that quickly 
became a community 
gathering.

Nearly 300 plates—
served both dine-in 
and carry-out—were 
prepared during 

the afternoon. 
Runners pitched in 
to serve guests, while 
donations poured 
in to boost their St. 
Jude efforts. “We 
had several of  the 
runners helping 
with the fry, and the 
donations added a 
big push to each of  
their fundraising 
goals,”  Robertson 
said. “We are very 
thankful for the 
community’s help.”

For Smokey 
D’s, giving back 
has always been 
a priority. “The 
community supports 
us as a business, 
so we always strive 
to show them how 
much we appreciate 

their support in 
return,” they added.

The St. Jude event 
is just one of  many 
Smokey D’s has 
hosted. Over the 
years, the restaurant 
has supported school 
clubs, athletic teams, 
church youth groups, 
the local Masons, 
and countless other 
causes.

At Smokey D’s, 
the recipe for giving 
is simple: serve 
good food, open 
the doors, and let 
the community 
come together for 
something bigger 
than a meal.

Cooking for a Cause: Smokey D’s 
Hosts St. Jude Benefit

By: Shawn Touney
MSU

MURRAY, Ky. 
– Murray State 
University’s Criminal 
Justice and Social 
Work department has 
officially opened a new 
Virtual Reality (VR) 
Lab, providing students 
in these programs with 
an innovative, hands-on 
approach to learning. 
A grand opening was 
recently held during 
Family Weekend, 
offering families and 
community members 
the opportunity to see 
how the department 
is preparing students 
for careers that 
increasingly rely on 
technology.

The lab uses the 
WRAP VR system, 
which places students 
into highly detailed, 
real-world scenarios 
designed to strengthen 
communication and 
problem-solving skills. 
Situations range 
from traffic stops and 
domestic violence 
calls to encounters 
with individuals 
experiencing mental 
illness or substance 
abuse issues.

“We are excited 
to open the Virtual 
Reality Lab, which 
will help provide 

another opportunity 
for our students to have 
experiential learning, 
collaborate between the 
programs, and better 
prepare them not only 
for their careers, but for 
careers that will involve 
the use of  technology,” 
said Dr. Katy Hancock, 
department 
chair of  
criminal justice 
and social work. 

The system 
emphasizes de-
escalation and 
communication 
as primary 
tools, with 
physical force 
serving as a last 
resort. After 
completing 
a scenario, 
students 
participate 
in group 
discussions to reflect on 
what went well, what 
challenges they faced 
and how theoretical 
knowledge applies to 
the situation.

“While classroom 
learning gives students 
a chance to build 
theoretical knowledge 
and critical thought, the 
WRAP system allows 
them to apply those 
concepts in practice,” 
Hancock said. “This 
immersive experience 
helps them understand 

the stress and realities 
professionals face in 
the field, and it gives 
them the opportunity 
to decide if  this is truly 
the career path they 
want to pursue.”

As mental health 
and substance abuse 
concerns continue 

to grow nationwide, 
social workers and 
law enforcement are 
working together 
more frequently. 
The collaboration 
between Murray 
State’s programs 
mirrors these real-
world partnerships, 
helping students gain 
experience with cross-
disciplinary teamwork 
early in their careers.

The Murray State 
University Police 
Department will also 

partner with faculty 
to run simulations 
during select events 
and training sessions, 
providing their 
expertise to enhance 
the scenarios.

Assistant Police 
Chief, Chris Fike, said 
the University Police 

Department is very 
excited about this 
partnership. 

“This lab will 
provide our officers 
with a unique space to 
practice a wide range of  
scenarios that enhance 
decision-making, 
response times and 
overall preparedness,” 
Fike said. “The ability 
to safely experience and 
repeat these situations 
allows us to refine our 
training in ways that 
traditional methods 

cannot always replicate. 
In addition, this 
partnership offers our 
campus community, 
especially students in 
the criminal justice and 
social work program, 
a firsthand look at the 
types of  calls police 
officers regularly 

respond to. 
It creates 
a valuable 
bridge between 
classroom 
learning and 
real-world 
application, 
helping future 
professionals 
better 
understand the 
challenges and 
responsibilities 
of  law 
enforcement.”

Dr. Daniel 
Hepworth, 

professor in criminal 
justice and social work, 
said the classroom 
setting limits the scope 
of  hands-on learning 
opportunities available 
to students.

 “This system allows 
students to step into the 
shoes of  a professional 
and experience 
situations as close to 
real life as possible 
within the confines 
of  the building,” 
Hepworth said. 

Murray State faculty 

plan to integrate the 
VR system into courses, 
student organizations 
and open lab sessions 
where students can 
participate or observe 
simulations. The WRAP 
system also offers the 
flexibility to add new 
scenarios annually, 
ensuring students are 
continually exposed to 
evolving challenges in 
the field.

“This is an amazing 
system and one that 
we are thrilled to share 
with our students,” 
Hancock said. “It 
will enhance their 
education immensely 
by allowing them 
to practice skills in 
a safe yet realistic 
environment.”

The department 
celebrated the grand 
opening of  its new 
Virtual Reality Lab 
during Family Weekend 
on Sept. 5. Guests were 
invited to explore the 
state-of-the-art space, 
experience interactive 
demonstrations and 
learn more about the 
innovative technology 
shaping the future of  
education. 

To learn more about 
the Criminal Justice 
and Social Work 
department, visit 
murraystate.edu/coehs.

Murray State University opens Virtual Reality Lab for 
experiential learning in criminal justice and social work 
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MURRAY, Ky. – Dr. 
Rafaela De Negri, 
veterinary pathologist 
and faculty mem-
ber at Murray State 
University’s Breathitt 
Veterinary Center, 
has been named vice 
president of  organiza-
tional operations for 
the Davis-Thompson 
Foundation, an inter-
nationally respected 
nonprofit leader in 
veterinary pathology 
education.
The Davis-Thompson 

Foundation is re-
nowned for advancing 
veterinary pathology 
through education and 
global outreach. With 
programs that reach 
thousands of  veter-
inary professionals 
worldwide, the founda-
tion’s impact is driven 
by leaders like De Ne-
gri, whose innovative 
contributions have 
transformed the way 
pathology is taught 
and shared across 
borders.
Since joining the 

foundation as a board 
member in 2020, De 
Negri has taken on 
key leadership roles, 
including chair of  
social media, director 
of  the graphics and 

webinar committees. 
She has played a cen-
tral role in expanding 
the foundation’s global 
reach through facil-
itating high-impact 
educational events, 
engaging social media 
initiatives, 
creative 
educational 
advertising, 
and, notably, 
she created 
and directed 
the founda-
tion’s biannu-
al necropsy 
course, a two-
day hands-on 
workshop de-
signed to help 
international 
veterinary 
graduates 
develop the necropsy 
skills necessary to 
pass the Clinical Pro-
ficiency Examination 
held by the American 
College of  Veterinary 
Medical Association 
(AVMA)- Education-
al Commission for 
Foreign Veterinary 
Graduates (ECFVG).
In her new position, 

De Negri will oversee 
organizational opera-
tions that support the 
Foundation’s mission 
of  advancing veteri-

nary pathology educa-
tion across the globe.
This appointment re-

flects both De Negri’s 
excellence as a scholar 
and educator, and the 
growing impact of  
Murray State Univer-

sity’s contributions to 
international collabo-
ration. Her leadership 
continues to elevate 
the field of  veteri-
nary pathology and 
showcases the global 
influence of  faculty in 
advancing veterinary 
health and education.

“We are so fortunate 
to have Dr. De Negri 
here at Murray State 
University! Dr. De 
Negri is an amazing 
professional who 

always goes above and 
beyond for our region 
in providing an unsur-
passable level of  diag-
nostic expertise and 
service,” said Dean of  
the Hutson School of  
Agriculture Dr. Brian 

Parr.
De Negri’s appoint-

ment underscores the 
University’s commit-
ment to promoting 
excellence in leader-
ship, innovation in 
education and global 
engagement. Through 
her work, she exempli-
fies the values of  Mur-
ray State University: 
stewardship, scholar-
ship and service.
Located in Hop-

kinsville, Kentucky 
(Christian County), 

the Breathitt Veteri-
nary Center at Murray 
State University is a 
nationally preemi-
nent animal disease 
diagnostic laboratory 
dedicated to protecting 
the invaluable assets 

of  Kentucky’s 
equine, 
livestock and 
poultry in-
dustries. The 
center, which 
is under the 
direction 
of  Murray 
State’s Hut-
son School of  
Agriculture, 
is the state's 
only Level 1 
Laboratory 
Status des-
ignated by 

the USDA National 
Animal Health Labo-
ratory system and one 
of  only 60 laboratories 
in the United States 
(one of  23 laboratories 
with Level 1 status). 
The center serves as 
an important teaching 
and learning facility 
for Murray State stu-
dents. 
For more information 

about De Negri’s work 
at Murray State or 
the Davis-Thompson 
Foundation, please 

contact the Breathitt 
Veterinary Center at 
(270) 886-3959 or visit 
davisthompsonfounda-
tion.org.
About Murray State 

University: Since 1922, 
Murray State Univer-
sity has provided a 
collaborative, oppor-
tunity-rich living and 
learning community 
that fosters personal 
growth and profes-
sional success through 
a high-quality college 
experience. Students 
receive support from 
inspiring faculty and 
staff  and will join a 
distinctive campus 
community — the Rac-
er Family. With more 
than 10,000 students, 
Murray State prepares 
the next generation of  
leaders to join more 
than 80,000 successful 
alumni who make a 
difference in their 
community, across the 
country and around 
the world. We are Rac-
ers. The University’s 
main campus is locat-
ed in Murray, Ken-
tucky, and includes 
five regional campuses 
in Ft. Campbell, Hen-
derson, Hopkinsville, 
Madisonville and 
Paducah.

Murray State University faculty member appointed vice 
president of global veterinary pathology foundation
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Saturday • 12:00 Noon • At the farm, Horton, Alabama

Request Your Sale Book Today!Can’t make the sale?
Watch it LIVE and bid in real-time on

www.dvauction.com

4134 County Hwy 30 • Horton, Al. 35980 
Glynn Debter (205) 429-2040 • Perry Debter (205) 429-4415 • John Ross Debter 

debterfarm@otelco.net

Selling 90 two year old Hereford Bulls, 20 Hereford Females, 
20 F1 Braford females and 100 Commercial Heifers.

PRODUCTIONPRODUCTIONBull Sale

OCTOBER 25, 2025OCTOBER 25, 2025

PRODUCTION
53RD ANNUAL

By: Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

For farmers, harvest 
is the culmination of  
months of  hard work, 
but it also brings 
challenges. Timing, 
equipment, and labor 
all affect the effi ciency 
and profi tability of  
bringing grain from 
fi eld to market. One 
solution that pays for 
itself  is on-farm grain 
storage.

Storing grain on the 
farm gives growers 
fl exibility to sell when 
market conditions 
are favorable, often 
capturing higher 
prices and additional 
buyers that may not be 
available at harvest. 
But the benefi ts don’t 
stop there. On-farm 
storage systems also 
improve effi ciency 
throughout harvest. 
Trucks keep moving 
with receiving systems 
in place, reducing labor, 
fuel, and downtime. 
Bucket elevators and 
chain loops replace 
the hassle of  moving 
augers, speeding up 
grain handling while 

protecting quality.
For high-value 

equipment like 
combines, adequate 
on-farm storage and 
drying allows farmers 
to operate more 
effi ciently, widen the 
harvest window, and 

reduce extra labor or 
machinery expenses. 
Safety and employee 
well-being are also 
improved, as a well-
designed system 
reduces long hours, 
rushed work, and the 
risk of  mistakes. Plus, 
it gives farm families 
more time together 
during the busy harvest 
season.

In Western Kentucky, 
Workman Bins Inc. in 
Mayfi eld is a trusted 
partner for farmers 
looking to invest in 
on-farm storage. 

Jason Workman helps 
growers determine 
the right bin size and 
equipment for their 
operation, without 
overspending on 
unnecessary extras. 
With a fully stocked 
inventory of  parts, 
Workman Bins ensures 
farmers can quickly 
address maintenance 
needs and keep 
operations running 
smoothly.

GSI grain bins, 
offered locally through 
Workman Bins, provide 
durability, reliability, 
and industry-leading 
design, making 
them a smart long-
term investment. By 
combining quality 
storage, expert 
guidance, and local 
support, on-farm grain 
systems can improve 
effi ciency, protect your 
harvest, and pay for 
themselves over time.

Farmers interested 
in learning more can 
contact Jason Workman 
at Workman Bins Inc, 
400 Opportunity Drive, 
Mayfi eld, KY, 270-209-
0259.

Investing in On-Farm Grain 
Storage Pays Off for 

Local Farmers
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By:TOM LATEK, 
Kentucky Today

The University of  
Louisville has been 
awarded $2.5 million 
from the Kentucky 
Pediatric Cancer 
Research Trust Fund 
to hire three new 
researchers who will 
help develop new 
therapeutics and 
conduct clinical trials 
for the UofL School of  
Medicine Department 
of  Pediatrics and 
Norton Children’s 
Cancer Institute.

“This funding is 
another key resource 
in UofL and Norton 
Children’s ongoing 
work to build a cutting-
edge pediatric cancer 
research program,” 

said Michael Ferguson, 
chief  of  the Division 
of  Hematology, 
Oncology and Stem 
Cell Transplantation 
in the UofL School of  
Medicine Department 
of  Pediatrics and chief  
of  Norton Children’s 
Cancer Institute. 
“This will allow us to 
develop new pediatric 
cancer treatments 
and bring them to 
families in Kentucky 
and surrounding 
states before they are 
available anywhere 
else – ensuring 
children here have 
fi rst access to the latest 
approved therapies.”

Previous grants 
funded some of  the 
biggest fi ndings 
within the UofL 

Department of  
Pediatrics and Norton 
Children’s Cancer 
Institute. One notable 
example is CAR T-cell 
immunotherapy 
research conducted by 
the late William Tse. 
The research involves 
reprogramming the 
immune cells of  brain 

cancer patients to kill 
their own brain cancer 
cells that have resisted 
conventional therapy.

They also funded a 
basic science program 
that helps researchers 
better understand how 
certain chemotherapy 
drugs impact the heart 
and what adjustments 

can be made to prevent 
those side effects, 
along with work that 
is helping children 
manage pain during 
cancer treatment. 
Earlier this year, the 
Kentucky Pediatric 
Cancer Research Trust 
Fund also awarded a 
grant to help establish 
the Norton Children’s 
Cancer Institute 
Resource Center, 
a space to support 
patients and families 
through every step of  
their cancer journey.

“The partnership 
between the University 
of  Louisville School of  
Medicine and Norton 
Children’s creates 
an unparalleled 
environment for 
pediatric cancer 

care and research in 
Louisville and beyond,” 
said Jeffrey Bumpous, 
dean of  UofL School of  
Medicine and executive 
vice president 
for health affairs. 
“Through Norton 
Children’s Cancer 
Institute, our dually 
employed faculty are 
able to offer innovative 
treatments and clinical 
trials while advancing 
research for our most 
vulnerable cancer 
patients and training 
the next generation of  
physician-scientists.”

The new researchers 
are expected to join 
UofL in early 2026.

UofL awarded $2.5M to boost 
pediatric cancer research, treatment

By: USDA

Recently, U.S. 
Secretary of  
Agriculture Brooke 
L. Rollins announced 
the U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture (USDA) 
Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) is 
proposing changes to 
strengthen the stocking 
requirements for 
retailers participating 
in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). 
These changes would 
protect the program, 
participants, and 
taxpayers by mitigating 
fraud, waste, and abuse 
and ensuring additional 
healthy food options for 
recipient families.

"Retailers 
participating in SNAP 
need to sell real food, 
plain and simple. 
Right now, the bar 
for stocking food as a 
SNAP retailer is far too 
low, allowing people 
to game the system 
and leaving vulnerable 
Americans without 
healthy food options. 
These common-sense 
changes are designed 
to minimize benefi t 
traffi cking and 
skimming, among 
other fraudulent 
activities, while making 
more nutritious 
foods available to 

families who rely on 
the program,” said 
Secretary Brooke 
Rollins. “This is 
another step forward 
in President Trump’s 
mission to Make 
America Healthy 
Again.”

Currently, SNAP 
retailers are required 
to stock three varieties 
of  food in each of  four 
staple food categories 
– dairy, protein, 
grain, and fruits and 
vegetables – 12 foods 
total. The proposed 
rule:

Increases variety 
requirements to 
seven per staple food 
category, more than 
doubling the food 
choices available to 
SNAP participants.

Closes loopholes that 
allow certain snack 
foods to count as staple 
foods, emphasizing the 
importance of  healthy, 
whole food.

Simplifi es how foods 
are classifi ed, making 
the standards easier for 
retailers to understand 
– and FNS to enforce.

This proposed rule 
is part of  USDA’s 
broader commitment 
to ensuring federal 
nutrition programs 
operate with integrity 
and respect to the 
American taxpayer. 
Low stocking 

requirements make 
SNAP more vulnerable 
to fraud and abuse, 
permitting retailers 
that aren’t genuinely 
in the business of  
selling food to cash in 
on taxpayer-funded 
benefi ts. With nearly 
266,000 retailers 
redeeming $96 billion in 
SNAP benefi ts per year, 
no amount of  fraud will 
be tolerated.

The changes also 
support the Trump 
administration’s 
promise to turn the tide 
on chronic disease and 
Make America Healthy 
Again. USDA is actively 
reorienting SNAP 
towards better nutrition 
and emphasizing 
whole, healthy food for 
program participants. 
This includes approving 
12 states to exclude 
certain unhealthy foods 
from purchase with 
SNAP benefi ts.

USDA welcomes 
comments on the 
proposed rule from 
interested parties and 
the public. The full text 
of  the rule is available 
on the FNS website. 
Comments may be 
submitted September 
25 through November 
24, 2025, by visiting 
regulations.gov.

Secretary Rollins 
Strengthens SNAP Retailer 

Stocking Requirements

FALL CLEAN-UP DAYS 
OOOOccccttttoooobbbbeeeerrrr    11116666tttthhhh,,,,     11117777tttthhhh    &&&&    11118888tttthhhh  

DUMPSTER LOCATIONS 
TIRES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED THIS FALL 

  
The following is a listing of the dumpster sites 

for the Fall Clean-up days. 
  

For residents of Ledbetter, Smithland, Grand Rivers, 
Lake City and Tiline the dumpsters will be located 

at the Convenience Center on the Cutoff Road. 
  

For residents of Burna, Hampton, Carrsville, Lola, 
Salem and Joy the dumpsters will be located 
at the Old Riding Club @ 1795 U.S. 60 East; 

between Burna and Salem. 
  Hours of Operation at Each Location 
  Thursday October 16th                     8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Friday October 17th                       8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday October 18th                  8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

  
  

WWWWHHHHIIIITTTTEEEE    GGGGOOOOOOOODDDDSSSS    PPPPIIIICCCCKKKKUUUUPPPP    
(Sponsored by the Livingston County Conservation District) 

  
Thursday October 16th  

Pick up items East side of County: 
Hampton, Burna, Salem, Carrsville, Joy, etc. 

  
Friday October 17th 

Pick up items West side of County: 
Tiline,  Smithland, Ledbetter, Grand Rivers, etc. 

  To make arrangements for white goods 
(washers, dryers, stoves, refrigerators, etc) 

and other large items to be picked up at your homes 
please call the Judge Executive’s Office at 928-2105. 

  
Trash will be accepted at the Convenience Center 

located on the Cutoff Road and the Old Riding Club 
located between Burna and Salem 

October 16th, 17th & 18th.   
FREE OF CHARGE. 

  
Sponsored by The Livingston County Fiscal Court and 

The Livingston County Soil Conservation District

Owensboro pregnancy center receives nearly 
$10,000 for fatherhood program

BY: TESSA REDMOND, 
Kentucky Today

Care Net of  
Owensboro recently 
expanded its ministry 
to intentionally serve 
fathers, and a faith-
based group of  local 
men invested $9,505 
in the pregnancy 
resource center to see 
that program continue 
to fl ourish.

10,000 Reasons, a 
non-entity that meets 
quarterly to give 
back to non-profi ts in 
Daviess County, heard 
presentations from 
three organizations 
before casting their 
votes on Aug. 19 
to select Care Net 
Owensboro (CNO) 
as the winner. Each 
member brings $100, 

which goes directly 
to each quarterly 
donation recipient.

Latricia Duckworth, 
executive director 
of  CNO, said it was 
“providential” to 
speak to a room full of  
men about the issue of  
fatherhood.

“When we fi rst 
started this program 
[in July of  2024], we 
began to look into 
the statistics that are 
coming out about 
fatherlessness in our 
nation and about 
the effects of  single-
parent households on 
children’s wellbeing,” 
Duckworth told 
Kentucky Today. “We 
felt compelled…to 
help the young dads 
in our community, 

so we began this 
project after a year’s 
preparation and then 
the 10,000 Reasons 
group have sown into 
it. This is the fi rst 
large particular gift 
toward the fatherhood 
program, and we are 
truly grateful for the 
opportunity to gain 
that support.”

Duckworth said that 
fatherhood ministry is 
“vital” in the context 
of  pregnancy help 
ministry, noting how 
the involvement of  
fathers in decision-
making processes 
related to abortion 
and parenting can 
impact what a woman 
chooses to do with her 
unplanned pregnancy.

In the fi rst year 

of  the program’s 
operation, John 
Hogue, CNO’s 
fatherhood team lead, 
and two volunteers 
provided 250 dad 
coaching sessions. 
The video-driven 
curriculum covers 
pregnancy, baby care 
basics, taking care 
of  the postpartum 
mother, the challenges 
of  parenthood, 
discipline, teaching 
manners, navigating 
tech and providing 
leadership and 
consistency as a 
father, among other 
topics.

“They’ll bring the 
biblical worldview 
into the study, and we 
always ask our clients 
if  we can pray with 
them at the end of  
the session, and most 
all of  them will allow 
him to pray for them,” 
Duckworth said.

And, at some 
point during the dad 
coaching sessions, 
CNO’s fatherhood 
team will share 
the gospel with 
participants.

Duckworth said the 
fatherhood program 
is a wonderful 
opportunity for 

CNO, which has been 
serving Owensboro 
families for two 
decades.

“We’ve been 
doing it for 20 years 
for women, and 
sometimes dads would 
come, but there wasn’t 
a particular program 
for them,” Duckworth 
said. “Now that we 
have the fatherhood 
program, we’re seeing 
that some of  these 
young men are really, 
really engaging and 
appreciating it.”
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OCTOBER 23, 24 & 25

HUNTERS
WEEKEND
HUNTERS
WEEKENDNight OutNight Out

SALES ALL WEEKEND LONG!

3919 CAIRO ROAD, PADUCAH, KY | 270.443.3758 | www.paducahshooters.com

THURSDAY
October 23rd 

6 PM - 9 PM

FRIDAY
October 24TH

9 AM - 6 PM

SATURDAY
October 25TH

9 AM - 5 PM

Mark Your Calendar!

KICKOFF NIGHT

Everything You Need For This Year’s Hunting Season!!
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Ag Update
Submitted by Tom Miller, 

Ballard County Extension Agent for Ag and Natural Resources

Our Trees Need Some Water
After a very wet spring 

our rainfall really 
dropped off.  We went 
from having to mow 
the yard every 3 or 4 
days to now mowing 
the yard every 3 of  4 
weeks.  It has been 
hard on our fi eld crops, 
cattle pastures and hay 
fi elds.  It has also been 
hard on your lawn and 
the plants around your 
house.  
We think about 

watering our annual 
and perennial fl owers 
when we see them 
wilting, but we often 
never think about 
watering our trees and 
shrubs.  The University 
of  Kentucky Extension 
Service has a new 
publication “How Dry  
Seasons Affect Woody 
Plants”  (ID-89). Just 
type ‘UK ID-89” and 
it should be the fi rst 
choice that pops up.
According to the 

Mesonet site near 
Bandana our last 
rainfall of  more than 
an inch occurred on 
July 7th.   We ended 
up with just 2.5 inches 
for the month of  July.  
In August, we only 
received 0.9 inches.  In 
September, we have 
only had 0.4 tenths of  
an inch so far.
All growing plants are 

under water stress.  For 
your trees and shrubs, 
water stress leads to 
more problems with 
insects and diseases.  
For example, my 
dogwoods started their 
decline after the ice 
storm in 2009.  I know it 
has been over 15 years, 
but they went from 

good healthy trees to 
problems with dogwood 
borers as the decline 
has gone on.  They then 
suffered from dogwood 
anthracnose in these 
wetter springs that 
we have been having.  
This drought may have 
fi nished them off.  
Rarely will one stress 

by itself  kill a tree or 
shrub but multiple 
events in succeeding 
years can really speed 
the decline.  The 
publication lists the 
trees that do poorly 
under drought stress 
they include Japanese 
Maple, Sugar Maple, 
Dogwood, Beech, 
Norway Spruce, White 
Pine and Hemlock.  
These trees should be 
the fi rst that you look 
to water along with 
any new plantings or 
sentimental trees that 
you don’t want to lose.  
Take a water hose and 
turn it on to a slow 
fl ow and place it away 
from the trunk in the 
drip line and let it run 
for several hours then 
move it to a new spot.  A 
deep good watering is 
much better than many 
shallow waterings.  You 
want the water to get 
down in the soil profi le 
to more of  the roots.
Some trees that hold 

up well under drought 
stress are included in 
the publications and 
they include our oaks, 
hickories, hackberry, 
some pines, reb bud 
and many others.  So, 
until we get some much 
needed rainfall, your 
trees could use your 
help.

By: Gibson Electric 
Membership Corporation

Does your home 
buzz with activity in 
the early morning or 
right after dinner? 
That’s not just your 
routine — it’s part 
of  a bigger picture. 
These are what we call 
“peak times,” when 
everyone’s fl ipping 
on lights, brewing 
coffee, cooking meals 
and unwinding with 
electronics. And while 
it might seem like 
business as usual, this 
surge in energy use 
puts a real strain on 
our power grid.

September marks 
the fi nal month of  
our summer period 
(June-September), 
when electricity 
demand is typically 
highest between 1 and 
7 p.m. That’s when 
air conditioners are 
running full blast, 
appliances are in 
use and families 
are returning home 
for the day. As we 
transition into fall, 
it’s a great time to 
be mindful of  how 
and when we use 
electricity.

Gibson Electric 
Membership 
Corporation works 
around the clock to 
ensure that electricity 
fl ows to your home 
whenever you need 
it. Behind the scenes, 
an enormous and 
intricate system is 
at work — one of  
the most complex 
machines in the world: 
the U.S. power grid. 
The grid is made 
up of  three major 
interconnections that 
span the country, 

each managing supply 
and demand through 
regional authorities to 
keep the lights on and 
our economy running 
smoothly.

Electricity comes 
from a diverse 
mix of  sources — 
hydropower, natural 
gas, coal, solar, wind 
and more. Once 
energy is generated, it 
travels through high-
voltage transmission 
lines to local utilities 
like Gibson Electric, 
which then deliver 
it to your home or 
business through 
distribution power 
lines.

When electricity 
demand surges during 
peak times, it’s more 
expensive to generate 
or purchase power. If  
supply can’t keep up, 

the risk of  outages 
increases. That’s why 
using less energy 
during peak hours to 
ease strain on the grid 
is more important 
than ever.

So how can you 
“beat the peak?” 
Start by adjusting 
your thermostat a 
few degrees during 
peak hours. Smart 
thermostats can 
automate this for you. 
Delay using energy-
hungry appliances like 
ovens, clothes dryers 
and dishwashers until 
later in the evening. 
If  you have an electric 
vehicle, charging it 
overnight instead of  
right after you get 
home can also help.

Looking ahead, 
our winter period 
runs from December 

through March, with 
peak hours typically 
between 4 and 10 
a.m. While these 
peak times are based 
on typical seasonal 
patterns, weather 
in the South can 
be unpredictable. 
Sudden cold snaps or 
heat waves can shift 
demand unexpectedly, 
so staying fl exible 
and energy-aware is 
always a good idea.

Small actions taken 
by many households 
can lead to big results. 
When we all work 
together to reduce 
energy use during 
peak times, we protect 
our power grid, help 
control cooperative 
costs and ensure 
reliable electricity for 
our communities.

Saving energy during peak times

SEPTEMBER 25 thru OCTOBER 1, 2025 TENNESSEE 931-552-1160  •   E-PEDDLER.COM   •  KENTUCKY 270-885-7232 PAGE 17
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CORYDON, KENTUCKY PROVIDING 
FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AD VALOREM TAXES FOR THE 

2025 TAX YEAR

CITY OF CORYDON: ORDINANCE NO. 2025-07

WHEREAS, KRS 92.280 AUTHORIZES THE CITY OF CORYDON TO LEVY 
AND COLLECT A TAX ON REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY; AND

WHEREAS, KRS 92.280 FURTHER AUTHORIZES THE USE OF REVENUE 
FOR SUCH PURPOSES AS SHALL BE PROVIDED BY THE LEGISLATIVE BODY 
OF THE CITY OF CORYDON; AND

WHEREAS, KRS 132.285 AUTHORIZES THE CITY TO ADOPT THE 
HENDERSON COUNTY ASSESSMENT FOR ALL REAL AND PERSONAL 
PROPERTY SITUATED WITHIN THE CITY AS THE BASIS OF ALL AD 
VALOREM TAX LEVIES ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL; AND

WHEREAS, THE AD VALOREM TAX SHALL BE ON THE FAIR MARKET 
VALUE OF ALL LANDS, IMPROVEMENTS, PERSONAL PROPERTY, TANGIBLE 
AND INTANGIBLE, HELD OR OWNED BY ANY PERSON, FIRM, COMPANY, 
CORPORATION, OR ASSOCIATION IN HIS, HERS, THEIRS, OR ITS
NAME, OR AS FIDUCIARY OR AGENT AND SUBJECT TO TAXATION UNDER 
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF KENTUCKY, INCLUDING ALL PROPERTY, 
EXCEPT THE PROPERTY COVERED BY SECTION III OF THIS ORDINANCE, 
AND FRANCHISE HERETOFORE, AND HEREINAFTER ASSESSED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL, RAILROAD COMMISSION, STATE TAX COMMISSION, AND 
STATE BOARD OF VALUATION AND ASSESSMENT ARE HEREBY LEVIED AND 
DIRECTED TO BE COLLECTED FOR THE YEAR 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF CORYDON, AND THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY:

SECTION I ALL TAXES, EXCEPT AD VALOREM TAXES ON MOTOR VEHICLES, 
ARE DUE UPON RECEIPT.

SECTION II (A) ALL CITY TAXES, EXCEPT AD VALOREM TAXES ON MOTOR 
VEHICLES, SHALL BECOME DELINQUENT ON JANUARY 1, 2026.

(B) ANY TAXES NOT PAID BY THE DATE WHEN THEY BECOME 
DELINQUENT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A PENALTY OF 20% ON THE TAXES 
DUE AND UNPAID. ALL AD VALOREM TAXES WHICH REMAIN UNPAID ON 
JANUARY 1SR OF THE YEAR IN WHICH THE TAXES BECOME DUE SHALL
BE CHARGED 6% ANNUM INTEREST FROM JANUARY 1SR UNTIL PAID.

SECTION III (A) THE PROPERTY ASSESSMENT FOR THE CITY FOR 
THE YEAR 2025 PROVIDED BY THE HENDERSON COUNTY PROPERTY 
VALUATION ADMINISTRATOR HAS BEEN CERTIFIED AS:

INTRODUCED: AUGUST 21, 2025
FIRST READING: AUGUST 21, 2025.

COUNCILMEMBER KAREN MCGILL MOTIONS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 
2025-07. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CORYDON, KENTUCKY 
PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AD VALOREM TAXES 
FOR THE 2025 YEAR.

SECOND BY COUNCILMEMBER JERRY HOGE.

VOICE VOTE, ALL IN FAVOR SAY”AYE”

ROLL CALL:  RENAE BROWN-AYE JAYLA GISH-AYE
  JERRY HOGE-AYE  JACK HORTON-AYE
  KAREN MCGILL-AYE  DANIEL RATHMANN-AYE

THE MOTION CARRIES.

SECOND READING: SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

COUNCILMEMBER KAREN MCGILL MOTIONS TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 
2025-07. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CORYDON, KENTUCKY 
PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AD VALOREM TAXES 
FOR THE 2025 YEAR.

SECOND BY COUNCILMEMBER JERRY HOGE.

VOICE VOTE, ALL IN FAVOR SAY”AYE”

ROLL CALL:  RENAE BROWN-AYE JAYLA GISH-ABSENT 
  JERRY HOGE-AYE JACK HORTON-AYE
  KAREN MCGILL-AYE  DANIEL RATHMANN-AYE

THE MOTION CARRIES.

(1) REAL ESTATE 19,258,028
(2) TANGIBLE PROPERTY 356,663
(3) MOTOR VEHICLES 4,248,124
(4) WATERCRAFT 66,664

TOTAL TAXABLE PROPERTY 23,929,479

(B) THERE IS LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2025 THE GENERAL AD VALOR EM 
TAX RATE PER $100 VALUATION ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE 
CITY FOR THE GENERAL FUND, THE
FOLLOWING:

(1) REAL ESTATE .078
(2) TANGIBLE PROPERTY .1570
(3) MOTOR VEHICLES .1570 (15.70 CENTS)
(4) WATERCRAFT .1570 (15.70 CENTS)

SECTION IV THE AD VALOREM TAX IS LEVIED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PAYING OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF CORYDON, FOR 
STREET CLEANING AND STREET IMPROVEMENTS, CONSTRUCTION AND 
RECONSTRUCTION OF STREETS, AS WELL AS THE CURRENT EXPENSES 
OF THE CITY OF CORYDON, AND SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE GENERAL 
FUND FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING ALL LEGAL CLAIMS ARISING 
AGAINST THE CITY OF CORYDON.

SECTION V THE CITY CLERK OF CORYDON IS HEREBY DESIGNATED AS 
TAX COLLECTOR OF AND FOR THE CITY OF CORYDON, KENTUCKY.

SECTION VI THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING ENACTMENT AND PUBLICATION AS PRESCRIBED BY LAW. 
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH 
ARE REPEALED AND SUPERSEDED TO THE EXTENT OF SUCH CONFLICT.

Weather Preparedness Week Tips 
sponsored by J & M Construction 
 
To prepare for severe weather, create an emergency plan for your family, 
build a supply kit with essentials like food, water, and batteries, secure 
your home by trimming trees and closing windows, and stay informed 
by signing up for emergency alerts and monitoring local weather. Pre-
pare for specific weather types by understanding the risks and taking 
appropriate action, such as protecting pipes from freezing in winter or 
moving valuables for storms.  
 
Before a Storm 
Make a plan: 
Decide on a safe meeting place for your family and a safe room in 
your home.  
Gather Supplies: 
Assemble an emergency kit with water, non-perishable food, a bat-
tery-powered radio, and backup power for your phone.  
Prepare Your Home: 
Trim trees and branches, secure loose objects, and consider reinforc-
ing your home if you live in a high-risk area.  
Know Your Alerts: 
Learn the difference between a weather "watch" (conditions are fa-
vorable) and a "warning" (danger is imminent).  
Stay Informed: 
Sign up for emergency alerts from your local government to receive 
updates on severe weather.  
 
During a Storm 
Seek Shelter: 
Go to your designated safe room if a warning is issued for severe 
weather like a tornado or thunderstorm.  
Monitor Conditions: 
Continue to monitor local news and your emergency radio for 
weather updates and instructions from authorities.  
Prevent Freezing Pipes: 
If pipes freeze during winter weather, remove insulation and wrap 
pipes in rags.  
Stay Safe with Heating: 
If using a kerosene heater, ensure proper ventilation and keep it at 
least three feet from flammable objects.  
 
After a Storm 
Check for Frostbite and Hypothermia: 
In winter, watch for signs of frostbite (loss of feeling and a pale ap-
pearance) or hypothermia (shivering, disorientation).  
Be Cautious on Icy Walkways: 
Walk carefully on snowy or icy surfaces to prevent falls.  
Conserve Fuel: 
Keep your residence cooler than normal to conserve fuel if power is 
out.  
Listen to Authorities: 
Follow instructions from local authorities regarding driving or other 
activities during or after severe weather. 

Residential & 
Light Commercial 

H H H H HH H H H H  
We GUARANTEE 

our work and 
We are INSURED. 

H H H H HH H H H H  
Metal, Shingle & TPO Roofs 

Painting Interior and Exterior 
Commercial Roof Coatings 

Decks & Vinyl Siding 
Epoxy Concrete Floor Coverings 

Pressure Washing 
Free Roof Inspections 

We work on new and old construction 
 
 222277770000----888833336666----2222999955552222    

Like us on Facebook 
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By Kelsey Edwards
KPI Editor

Camp Graves, 
a Graves County 
Nonprofit, has created 
a new program called, 
Fostering Potential. 
This new program 
aims to assist young 
adults who age out of 
the foster care system. 
Currently, there are 
six temporary housing 
units available for 
those aged between 
18 to 21; These young 
adults will receive 
vital support services 
over the course of a 
year. It was stated 
that this specific age 
group is a formative 
time for any budding 

adult to learn self-
sufficiency, and due 
to being aged-out of 
foster care, they are 
often not granted the 
opportunities to build 
a firm foundation for 
success. According to 
the National Foster 
Youth Institute, 20% 
of former foster youth 
become instantly 
homeless upon leaving 
the system. There 
is also less than a 
3% chance of these 
individuals who 
will earn a college 
degree, and about 
half of them will have 
gainful employment 
by the age of 24. It 
is also reported that 
these young adults 

have elevated risks 
of drug and human 
trafficking, substance 
abuse, legal trouble, 
along with PTSD. 
Fostering Potential 
can intervene 
by instilling the 
demographic with 
fundamental life 
skills and the ultimate 
goal is to promote 
the essential means 
of independence, 
from the major steps 
of writing a resume 
and earning a GED 
to the simpler tasks 
of budgeting and 
even creating a 
grocery list. They 
will also be able to 
gain job networking, 
time management, 

transportation, and 
communication skills. 
Each housing unit 

is fully furnished and 
individually intended 
for the occupant to 
maintain as their 
personal space. 
The facilities are 
repurposed shipping 
containers which is an 
innovative and cost-
effective solution to 
the housing crisis that 
recycles materials into 
sturdy quarters. The 
Kentucky Colonels 
originally processed 
grant funding for the 
shipping container 
homes during the 
2021 tornado disaster, 
the United Way of 
Western Kentucky 

Partner Agency 
Program provided 
a grant to purchase 
furnishings and 
supplies, the Graves 
County Restricted 
Custody Center 
painted units, and 
Jackson Purchase 
Energy Cooperative 
contributed to final 
preparations. Having 
their own space, 
allows them to learn 
housekeeping, and 
gives them their 
own address, etc. 
which will help 
them become more 
independent in the 
correct direction. The 
vision of the program 
is to hopefully be a 
long-term program 

for Camp Graves, 
in order to make a 
difference one young 
adult at a time. For 
those interested 
in assistance from 
Fostering Potential, 
you can contact Camp 
Graves at 270- 568-0032  
or email c.basham@
campgraves. org. 
Those who are not 
immediately aided 
will be placed on 
a waiting list or 
possibly referred to 
a different section of 
Camp Graves. CPS 
workers, family and 
other representatives 
are encouraged to 
reach out on behalf of 
their aged-out foster 
child.

Mayfield Cardinals’ Malik R. Kirby (#1) helps  the offense in a dominant 49–7 
victory over Crittenden County, marking their fifth consecutive win.

Photo by Joseph (Peewee)Petty

Graves County Eagles’ Chase Stonecipher (#17) fights through Owensboro’s 
defense during a 49–14 district loss. Despite the setback, the Eagles remain 
focused on their season goals.

Photo by Jimmy Palmer

extensively map the 
school campuses 
onsite so the system 
can expedite 
emergency messages 
and response. He 
said that will include 
the school building, 
neighboring facilities 
and adjacencies 
like sports fields or 
playgrounds, though 
the district may need 
to pay extra for the 
multipurpose athletic 
structure under 
construction once it’s 
completed. Bradley 
said E3 will then 
train Graves County 
School employees and 
local first responders 
to work in tandem 
during urgent 

situations. Bradley 
said, “Imagine as a 
dispatch gets this, 
they can quickly 
tell the responding 
officers which end of 
the building it’s on, 
which road they need 
to use and what’s the 
best entrance. The 
SRO and principal can 
pull the app up and 
check which teachers 
have responded.” he 
continued, “You can 
go as deep as you 
want in notifying 
your admin— 
assistant principals, 
guidance counselors, 
secretaries, SROs.” 
“It will also notify 
the administrator if 
they’re off campus, 

along with the people 
on campus.” While 
similar apps contain 
complicated “bells and 
whistles,” Bradley 
said E3 boasts a 
neatly streamlined 
security process that 
is still highly effective. 
Bradley ended the 
discussion saying, 
“E3 was very flexible 
letting us build this 
out over the next 
three years. They 
want Graves County 
as a showcase school, 
and it would be a 
good entry point into 
mapping and safety. 
Right now for our 
district, this is a good 
stepping stone for us.” 

Board of Education continued from...front page

Camp Graves Offers New Program for Aged-Out Foster Kids

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

Local libraries in 
Graves and Hickman 
counties are offering a 
variety of events this 
October that promise 
fun, learning, and 
community connection 
for all ages. The Graves 
County Public Library 
(GCPL) in Mayfield is 
hosting its 5th Annual 
Haunted Harvest on 
October 11 from 4 to 7 
p.m. Families can enjoy
Halloween-themed
crafts, a candy and
popcorn bar, costume
contests, door prizes,
yard games, a bouncy
house, scavenger hunts,
and the popular Monster
Trail. This all-ages
event is designed to
bring the community
together in a safe, festive
environment.
GCPL also provides

recurring programs, 
including Infant Hour 
every Friday at 10 a.m. 
for babies up to two 
years old, the Ju Kevil 
Story Club on October 
1 and 15, Story Time 
for preschoolers every 
Thursday at 10 a.m., 
LEGO Afternoon on 
Tuesdays at 3 p.m., and 
Trading Card Games on 
Fridays at 4 p.m.
Special events for 

October include 
Beginner Guitar Lessons 
(October 6 & 20), DIY 
Halloween Garland 
(October 13), Silent Book 
Club (October 14), Bingo 
Night (October 21), a 
hands-on Homemade 
Applesauce workshop 
(October 23), and 
movie nights featuring 
classics such as *The 
Exorcist* (October 21) 
and *Rosemary’s Baby* 
(October 28), along with 
a kid-friendly Halloween 

film, *Wallace & Gromit: 
The Curse of the Were-
Rabbit* (October 30).
At the Hickman County 

Memorial Library, the 
Scarecrow Walk runs 
throughout October, 
welcoming community 
members to display 
their scarecrows on 
the library lawn. 
Additionally, the Secret 
Book Search for kids 
(October 27-31) offers 
hidden book safes 
with prizes and clues, 
creating a fun reading 
adventure.
Library participation 

is essential for the 
community, as it 
encourages literacy, 
creativity, and social 
connection. Events 
like these support the 
library’s mission and 
provide opportunities 
for families, teens, and 
adults to engage, learn, 
and have fun together.

October Fun Awaits at Area 
Libraries: Events for All Ages
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YA0943 ‘15 Freightliner Biz 
Class M2 material blower

YA1078 ‘13 Zoomlion RT55 
crane

EJ7657 ‘23 Case SV280B 
skid steer

YA1094 ‘25 Movable Roots 
mobile office

YA1012 ‘24 Freightliner Biz 
Class M2 street sweeper

YA1056 ‘22 John Deere 5055E 
MFWD tractor

YA1021 ‘25 Freightliner 114SD 
hydrovac truck

YA1058 ‘22 Gallegos 
pneumatic dry bulk trailer

YA0633 ‘16 Peterbilt 367 
dump truck

DY0670 ‘16 CAT D5K2 LGP 
dozer

25 years of heavy equipment solutions that deliver.

OCT 9 OCT 8 OCT 9 OCT 9 OCT 9

OCT 9 OCT 9 OCT 9 OCT 1 OCT 9

Fast Turnaround. Proven Success.

purplewave.com

Equipment solutions 
are just a click away!

DY0956 ‘20 CAT D8T dozer

OCT 9

In today’s fast-
paced digital age, 
it can feel like 
everything lives 
online. Social media 
is full of  photos, 
announcements, 
and memories—
but much of  it 
disappears in the 
endless scroll. That 
is why newspapers 
remain one of  the 
most important 
tools for preserving 
history. As the 
saying goes, “If  it’s 
not in print, it didn’t 
happen.”

Submitting life’s 
milestones—birth 

announcements, 
anniversaries, 
community events, 
or a child’s big win 
on the ball field—to 
your local newspaper 
ensures these 
special moments 
are documented 
in a permanent, 
lasting way. Unlike 
social media posts 
that can be lost or 
deleted, newspapers 
create a trusted and 
accessible record 
for generations to 
revisit.

Kentucky 
Publishing Inc. 
understands the 
importance of  
preservation. 
Its newspapers 

are archived and 
searchable on 
platforms like 
Ancestry and 
Newspapers.
com, allowing 
families to uncover 
names, events, and 
memories that might 
otherwise fade with 
time. Imagine a 
great-grandchild 
decades from now 
reading about your 
family’s celebrations, 
achievements, 
or community 
involvement—all 
preserved thanks to 
the printed word.

While technology 
is a powerful tool, it 
cannot replace the 
timeless reliability 

of  print. Not 
everyone is online, 
but newspapers are 
accessible to all and 
carefully archived 
for the future. 
From sporting 
events and school 
accomplishments 
to engagements 
and retirements, 
newspapers honor 
the stories that 
define a community.

Teresa Salonimer, 
a well-known Ballard 
County resident, 
frequently shares old 
newspaper clippings 
to illustrate their 
importance. She 
explained, “When 
I post an article or 
picture from our 

local newspaper, I 
am giving you more 
than the history of  
our community. I am 
sharing the lifeblood 
and character of  
the individuals who 
paved our way. From 
baby showers to 
little league games, 
revivals to family 
reunions, these 
experiences become 
part of  who we are 
and what we value.”

Recently, Teresa 
shared a decades-
old article about 
an auto accident 
involving a Wickliffe 
resident’s mother. 
The resident, Shelby 
Pillow, said, “I’m so 
glad Teresa looks 

through these old 
papers. Otherwise, 
I would have never 
seen this write-up 
about my mom. This 
is why we don’t need 
to forget our local 
newspapers. Yes, we 
have the internet, 
but it’s just not the 
same. Support your 
local newspapers!”

Newspapers don’t 
just report history—
they become history. 
By submitting your 
important moments, 
you help ensure 
your family’s story 
is remembered for 
years to come.

WHY NEWSPAPERS ARE VITAL TO 
PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer
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In an increasingly 
digital world, scams have 
become more sophis-
ticated and harder to 
detect. From fake emails 
to phone calls and social 
media tricks, scammers 
are constantly evolving 
their methods to deceive 
people and steal money, 
personal information, or 
both. Recognizing scams 
is the first and most im-
portant step to protecting 
yourself  and others from 
falling victim. Here’s 
what you need to know.

Common Types of  
Scams

Scams can come in 
many forms, but some 
of  the most common 
include:

Phishing Emails and 
Texts – These messages 
often appear to come 
from legitimate organiza-
tions like banks, delivery 
services, or government 
agencies. They usually 
contain a link or attach-
ment and urge you to 
act quickly—whether to 
“verify your account” or 
“claim a prize.”

Phone Scams – Scam-
mers may pose as IRS 
agents, tech support, 
or even loved ones in 
distress. They often use 
threats or emotional 
manipulation to pressure 
you into sending money 
or revealing personal 
details.

Online Shopping 
Scams – Fake websites 
and ads on social media 
promise unbelievable 
deals or hard-to-find 
items. After payment is 
made, the product either 
never arrives or is vastly 
different from what was 
advertised.

Romance Scams – 
Con artists create fake 
profiles on dating sites 
and apps, building emo-
tional connections with 
victims before asking 
for money under false 
pretenses.

Investment Scams – 
These often promise high 
returns with little risk. 
They might involve cryp-
tocurrency, real estate, 
or startup investments. 
If  it sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is.

Warning Signs of  a 
Scam

Being able to recognize 
the red flags of  a scam 
can save you from a great 
deal of  trouble. Here are 
some key warning signs:

Unsolicited Contact – 
If  someone contacts you 
out of  the blue and asks 
for personal information 
or money, be skeptical.

Too Good to Be True 
– Scammers rely on the 
lure of  easy money, priz-
es, or miracle products to 
hook their victims.

Urgency or Threats 
– Scams often involve 
a sense of  urgency. 
You might be told your 
account will be closed or 
that you’ll be arrested 
if  you don’t act immedi-
ately.

Requests for Pay-
ment via Gift Cards 
or Crypto – Legitimate 
businesses or govern-
ment agencies will never 
ask for payment through 
gift cards, wire transfers, 
or untraceable crypto 
wallets.

Grammar and Spell-
ing Errors – Many scam 
messages are poorly 
written, which can be a 
giveaway.

Strange URLs or 
Email Addresses – 
Always double-check the 
sender’s email or website 
address for slight mis-
spellings or odd domain 
names.

How to Protect Yourself
Knowledge is your best 

defense against scams. 
Here are several tips to 
help you stay safe:

Slow Down – Scam-
mers want you to act 
without thinking. Take 
a moment to verify what 
you’re being told.

Don’t Share Personal 
Info – Never give out 
sensitive information 
like your Social Securi-
ty number, passwords, 
or bank details unless 
you’re certain of  who 
you’re dealing with.

Verify Through 
Official Channels – If  
you’re unsure about a 
request, contact the com-
pany or agency directly 
using contact informa-
tion from their official 
website—not what’s 
provided in a suspicious 
message.

Use Strong Pass-
words and Two-Factor 
Authentication – These 
can help prevent scam-
mers from accessing 
your accounts even if  
they get hold of  your 
login details.

Report Scams – If  
you’re targeted by a 
scam, report it to local 
authorities or national 
agencies like the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) 
in the U.S. This can help 
prevent others from 
being scammed.

Final Thoughts
Scams are an unfor-

tunate part of  modern 
life, but they don’t have 
to catch you off  guard. 
By staying informed, 
questioning suspicious 
requests, and learning 
the signs, you can rec-
ognize and avoid scams 
more effectively. Always 
trust your instincts—if  
something doesn’t feel 
right, it probably isn’t. 
Sharing what you learn 
with friends and family 
can also help create a 
more scam-aware com-
munity.

NEWS

The Livingston 
County Sheriff’s 
Office and Mayfield 
Police Department 
are alerting residents 

about two scams 
currently circulating 
in the region. Both 
aim to trick residents 
into giving personal 
information or money, 
but law enforcement 
emphasizes these mes-

sages are fraudulent.
In Livingston Coun-

ty, scammers are send-
ing texts claiming to 
be from the Kentucky 
State Department of  
Motor Vehicles (DMV). 
The messages warn 
of  outstanding traffic 
tickets and threaten 
enforcement actions 
such as suspended 
registrations, loss of  
driving privileges, 
and credit impacts if  
payment is not made 
by a certain date. 
Victims are directed 
to a suspicious web-
site link to pay fines. 
The Sheriff’s Office 

advises: do not click 
links, do not provide 
personal information, 
and do not make any 
payments. Legitimate 
DMV notices come 
through verified offi-
cial channels only.

Meanwhile, in 
Mayfield, police have 
reported a phone scam 
targeting elderly res-
idents. Callers claim 
to be from the Public 
Defender’s Office, stat-
ing a family member 
is in trouble—injured, 
hospitalized, or facing 
criminal charges—and 
demand immediate 

payment for bond or 
court fees. Authori-
ties emphasize that 
no public defender 
or prosecutor would 
request payment in 
this way. This scam is 
designed to create fear 
and urgency, pressur-
ing victims to send 
money without verifi-
cation.

If  you receive a sus-
picious text or call:

Do not provide per-
sonal information or 
money.

Verify the situation 
by contacting the 

family member direct-
ly or another trusted 
relative.

Call local law en-
forcement for guid-
ance.

Residents in Liv-
ingston County can 
report scams to the 
Sheriff’s Office. 
Those in Mayfield can 
contact the Mayfield 
Police Department. 
Staying alert, verify-
ing information, and 
seeking help are the 
best ways to protect 
yourself  and the com-
munity from fraud.

Protect yourself from local scams

By Wilbur Jackson
KPI Writer

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

• BENTON • CALVERT CITY • DRAFFENVILLE • MAYFIELD 
• METROPOLIS • MURRAY • PADUCAH

Recognizing Scams: 
How to spot and avoid fraud

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPT. 27 @ 10:00 A.M.

BUNCH BROTHERS
AUCTIONEERS & REALTY INC.

P.O. BOX 175 - WINGO, KY 42088
Phone: (270) 376-2922  •  Cell: (270) 748-8080

Website: bunchbrothers.com

Lisa Wilson, RE Broker     •     Email: Lori@bunchbrothers.com

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer   •   JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, RE Agent

Selling the Hubert Mosby Estate, consisting of Wreckers, Roll 
Back Truck, Antique & Classic Cars, Equipment & Tools of A 
& M Towing. Mr. Mosby was in the towing business over 50 
years. & the Estate would like to the thank the customers & 

employees for their years of business & loyalty. Come plan to 
spend the day at this Auction of NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!

LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AT www.equipmentfacts.com. 
Visit www.bunchbrothers.com for more information.

LOCATION: 4611 Pinewood Rd., Louisville, KY

TERMS: Complete Payment Due Day of Sale with Cash, Check, Wire Transfer, Debit or 
Credit Card. 3% Merchant fee will apply to credit card payment. All announcements made 
day of Sale take precedence over any previous advertisements.
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued 

•  BALLARD  •

Mary Bender, age 73, passed away at her 
home in Barlow on Thursday, September 18, 
2025.  There are no services scheduled at this 
time.

James Aubrey Hunter, 95, passed 
away September 15, 2025, at Calvert City 
Convalescent Center. Funeral Service 
were held Thursday, September 18, 2025  
at Woodlawn Memorial Gardens Chapel 
in Paducah, KY with Russ Crosswhite 
officiating. Interment at Woodlawn Memorial 
Gardens in Paducah, KY.

•  CALDWELL  •

Joycelyn Faye Green Jones, age 95, 
passed away peacefully on September 21, 
2025 at Princeton Nursing and Rehabiliaition 
Center. Funeral services will be held on 2:30 
p.m. Sunday, September 28, 2025 at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home in Princeton, KY with Rev. 
Trent Duncan officiating. Burial will follow 
in Fredonia Cemetery in Caldwell County. 
Visitation will be from 12:00 to 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 28, 2025 at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home.

Marion Ivy Phelps passed away on 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at the home 
of his daughter in Crestwood, KY. Funeral 
services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 27, 2025, at Morgan’s Funeral 
Home with Bro. Curtis Franklin officiating. 
Burial will follow in Rowland Cemetery in 
Fredonia.

Sue Lynn Gardner, age 75, of Princeton, 
KY, passed away on September 15, 2025, in 
Paducah, KY. Funeral services wereFriday, 
September 19, 2025 at Morgan’s Funeral Home 
with Bro. Roger Mitchell officiating. Burial at 
Meeks Cemetery in Caldwell County.

•  CALLOWAY  •

Chastity Dawn Leigh, 49, of Sharpe passed 
away at 8:00 AM on Friday, September 19, 
2025 at her residence.  Memorial services will 
begin at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, September 28, 
2025 at Hughes Funeral Home in Paducah.

Kathryn A. Stout, 80, of Benton, KY, 
passed away on Friday, September 19, 2025 
at Spring Creek Healthcare in Murray. 
Arrangements are currently incomplete at 
Imes Funeral Home & Crematory, downtown 
Murray.

Mary Jane Jackson, 86, of Hendersonville, 
TN, formerly of Murray, KY, passed away 
on Friday, September 19, 2025 at Clarendale 
at Indian Lake in Hendersonville, TN. A 
private family burial will be held at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Clinton, KY.

Charlotte A. Huffine, 91, of Hazel, KY, 
passed away on Wednesday, September 17, 
2025 at the Anna Mae Owen Residential 
Hospice House.  Mrs. Huffine will be laid to 
rest at Tupman Cemetery in Evansville, IN at 
a later date.

Lloyd “Peanut” Ray Long, Sr., age 
65, of Murray, Kentucky, passed away on 
Saturday, September 20, 2025, at the Ray and 
Kay Eckstein Hospice Care Center at Mercy 
Health in Paducah, Kentucky. A funeral 
service was held Wednesday, September 24, 
2025, at the J.H. Churchill Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services with Bro. Brett Miles 
officiating. Burial  in the Murray City 
Cemetery.

Virginia A. Houston, age 82, of Murray, 
Kentucky, passed away on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025, at the Anna Mae Owen 
Residential Hospice House. A memorial 

graveside was held on Thursday, September 
25, 2025, at Murray Memorial Gardens. Bro. 
Brett Miles officiating.

•  CHRISTIAN  •

Roberta Louise Comperry Schmidt, a 
former resident of Hopkinsville, KY, and 
a beloved mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, and friend, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, September 15, 2025, at 
the age of 99 in Tucker, GA. Arrangements 
were handled by Goodwin Funeral Home 
on Sunday, September 21, 2025. Graveside 
service at East End Cemetery, where she will 
be laid to rest with her first husband.

Philip Henry Wagenbaugh, Jr., 
66, of Hopkinsville, KY.passed away on 
Sept. 19, 2025.  There will be no services. 
King’s Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Alyene Garrett Schick, 102, of Radcliff, 
Kentucky and formerly of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky died at 5:25 a.m., Monday, 
September 15, 2025 at the Carl M. Brasher 
Radcliff Veterans Center in Radcliff, 
Kentucky. Graveside services was held 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 at Riverside 
Cemetery with Rev. Ward Carver officiating. 
Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Carl D. Ruddell, 89, of Hopkinsville, KY 
died at 9:20 p.m. Monday, September 15, 2025 
at his residence. Graveside services were  
Friday, September 19, 2025 at Kentucky 
Veterans Cemetery West with Rev. Dan Huck 
officiating. 

Roger L. Rector, 63, Lowell Way, 
Hopkinsville, KY, passed away Saturday, 
September 20, 2025 at his home in 
Hopkinsville, KY. Funeral services were 
Wednesday , September 24, 2025 at Lamb 
Funeral Home with Melvin Felts officiating. 
Burial in Riverside Cemetery.

•  CRITTENDEN  •

Sharon J. Lynch, 60, of Marion, Kentucky 
passed away on Sunday September 14, 2025 in 
Buda, Texas.  Funeral services were Sept. 22 
with the Rev. Howard Jones officiating. 

Barbara Gilbert of Fulton, Kentucky 
passed away Monday, September 15, 2025, at 
Fulton Nursing and Rehab. She was 93 years 
old.  Visitation will be held on Saturday, 
September 27, 2025, from 10AM till 12 noon in 
our funeral chapel. There will be no public 
graveside service.

Richard Keith Hart, 71 passed away 
on Sept. 16, 2025.  Visitation was held on 
Saturday, September 20, 2025  and services 
were Sunday, September 21, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
at Gilbert Funeral Home in Marion, Kentucky 
with interment in Pleasant Hill Cemetery.

•  FULTON  • 

Michael “Mike” Dan Neeley, Sr, age 
76, of Fulton, KY passed away Sunday, 
September 21, 2025, at his residence. There 
will be no services held at the funeral home 
and private family services will be held.

Ruby Sharp, age 96, of Fulton, KY went 
to be with her Lord and Savior Sunday, at 
10:27AM September 14, 2025, at the Obion 
County Nursing Home in Union City, TN 
surrounded by her loving family. Graveside 
services were Tuesday, September 16, 2025, in 
the Liberty Cemetery. 

Marvin Charles Cauthorn, JR, age 
77 of So. Fulton, TN, passed away Friday, 
September 19, 2025 at his residence.  Funeral 
services for Marvin will be held Saturday, 
September 27, 2025 at 12:00 noon at the Brown 
Funeral Home in Clinton with Rev. Cory Holt 
officiating. Burial will follow in the Clinton 
Cemetery with military honors. Visitation 
will be held on Friday, September 26, 2025 
from 5:00 – 7:00 PM and after 9:00 AM on 
Saturday, September 27, 2025 at the Brown 
Funeral Home in Clinton.

•  GRAVES  •

Peggy Tyler Tribble, age 89 of Fulton, 
Ky passed away on Friday, September 19, 
2025 at the Waters of Union City. Funeral 
Services will be held at 1:00 PM Saturday, 
September 27, 2025 at the Antioch Missionary 
Baptist Church in Fulton, KY with Rev. 
Jesse Johnson officiating. Burial will follow 
in the New Bethel Cemetery. Friends are 
invited to call from 11:00 AM until 1:00PM 
Saturday, September 27, 2025 at the Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church. The Brown 
Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY is in charge of 
the arrangements.

L. Wayne Wheeler peacefully passed away 
September 20, 2025, at the age of 93. Services 
for Wayne Wheeler will be held at Brown 
Funeral Home in Mayfield on September 
27, 2025, with visitation at 11am and funeral 
service at 1pm with graveside burial 
following at Highland Park Cemetery. Rev. 
Ronnie Stinson, SR. will officiate the services.

Donald Louis Courtney age 82 of Mayfield 
passed away at 8:10 AM Friday September 
19, 2025 at the Southgate Nursing Home in 
Metropolis, IL. Graveside services were  
Monday September 22, 2025 at the St. Denis 
Cemetery with Father Sinoj Pynadath 
officiating. Military Graveside Rites were 
conducted by American Legion Post #26.

Sylvia J. Waddell, age 78 and a resident 
of Boaz, passed away at 11:15 A.M. Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 at Lakeway Rehab Facility 
in Benton, KY. Funeral services were held 
Friday, September 19, 2025 at the Brown 
Funeral Home in Mayfield with Rev. Keith 
Allred officiating. Interment in the North Mt. 
Zion Cemetery.

Leila A. Myatt Woodson, age 74, passed 
away at the Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice 
Center on Monday, September 15, 2025. 
Funeral Services were Thursday, September 
18, 2025 at the Brown Funeral Home in 
Mayfield, Ky with Rev. Bryant Kerns and 
Rev. Keith Allred officiating. Burial in the 
Poyner’s Chapel Cemetery.
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued

William Jason Phelps, age 47, of Chicago, 
Illinois, formerly of Mayfield, passed away 
peacefully on September 14, 2025 following 
a six-year journey with cancer. A graveside 
service to honor Jason’s life and service were 
held on September 25, 2025 at New Home 
Baptist Church Mayfield Kentucky. Military 
honors were rendered at the graveside.

Larry A. Foy, age 73, of Cuba, KY passed 
away on Friday, September 19, 2025 at his 
residence. Funeral services were Wednesday, 
September 24, 2025 at Byrn Funeral Home 
in Mayfield, KY.  Rev. Steve Peal officiating.  
Interment at Lynnville Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Betty Lou Gills, age 89, of Lynnville passed 
away on Thursday, September 18, 2025 at her 
residence. A private funeral service for Mrs. 
Betty Lou Gills will be held at a later date.  
Rev. Al Chandler will officiate.  Interment 
will follow at Old Bethel Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Alan Daryl Thomas, age 68, of Mayfield 
passed away on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
at Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice Care Center in 
Paducah, KY. A private memorial service for 
Mr. Alan Daryl Thomas will be held at a later 
date.

•  HENDERSON  •

Monte Peck, 86, recognized for his 
dedication to family and education, 
peacefully passed away on September 12, 2025, 
in Henderson, Kentucky. Memorial services 
will be held at 12:00 p.m. Friday, September 
26, 2025, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of 
Paducah with Pastor, Jenny White officiating. 
Private burial will be held at Maplelawn Park 
Cemetery.

Bruce Stanley Farmer, 71, of Henderson, 
passed away on Friday, September 19, 
2025, at the Lucy Smith King Care Center. 
Bruce’s Life Celebration was held Thursday, 
September 25. Service was on Friday, 
September 26th, 2025, at Benton-Glunt & Tapp 
Funeral Home in Henderson with Reverend 
Mary Wrye officiating. Burial at Fairmont 
Cemetery in Henderson.

Anna Gilmore, age 97, of Henderson, KY, 
passed away on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, 
at North Park Nursing Home in Evansville, 
IN, under the care of Gentiva Hospice. There 
will be no services at this time and inurnment 
will be at Roselawn Memorial Gardens in 
Henderson, KY.

Robert E. “Robbie” Tomblin, age 68, of 
Henderson, KY, passed away at 2:03 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025, at the Linda E. 
White Hospice House in Evansville, IN. The 
funeral service was held Saturday, September 
20, 2024, at the funeral home with Reverend 
Greg Shannon officiating. Burial at Baskett 
Cemetery in Baskett, KY.

Joyce Spurlin Grossman, age 72, of 
Henderson, KY, passed away on September 
15, 2025, at the Lucy Smith King Care Center 
under the care of St. Anthony’s Hospice. The 
funeral service was held Wednesday at the 
funeral home with Reverend Frank Nally 
officiating. Burial at Roselawn Memorial 
Gardens in Henderson, KY.

Richard David Bellew, 86, of Henderson, 
Kentucky, passed away on Friday, September 
19, 2025. Services were Wednesday, 
September 24, 2025, at Rudy-Rowland Funeral 
Home. Linda Fambrough officiating.  Burial 
in Fairmont Cemetery with full military rites 
performed by American Legion Worsham 
Post No. 40.

Rebecca A. “Becky” Middleton, 78, of 
Lexington, Tennessee, died on Thursday, 
September 18, 2025, at Henderson County 
Community Hospital in Lexington, 
Tennessee. A graveside service will be held 
at Baskett Cemetery in Baskett, Kentucky, 
on Friday, September 26, 2025, at 1 p.m. with 
Pastor Greg Shannon officiating.

Jerry Glenn Green, 82, of Henderson, 
Kentucky, passed away Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025, at Deaconess Henderson 
Hospital. Services were Tuesday, September 
23, 2025, at Rudy-Rowland Funeral Home.  The 
Reverend Tim Shockley officiating.  Burial 
in Roselawn Memorial Gardens will full 
military rites performed by American Legion 
Worsham Post No. 40.

William “Bill” Shelton, 73, of Henderson, 
Kentucky, passed away Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025, at his home. Private 
family services will be at a later date.

Glenn Travis Grayson, 75, of Henderson, 
Kentucky, formerly of Owensboro, Kentucky, 
passed away on Tuesday, September 16, 
2025, at his home. Services were Monday, 
September 22, 2025, at Rudy-Rowland Funeral 
Home.  Father Richard Meredith officiating.  
Burial in Mater Dolorosa Cemetery in 
Owensboro, Kentucky.

•  HOPKINS  •

Sue Boyd Winstead Scott, 95, of 
Madisonville, KY passed away Monday, 
September 22, 2025, at Baptist Health 
Deaconess in Madisonville. A private 
graveside service for immediate family will 
be held at a later date.

Raymond Arthur Finch Jr., 76, of Sebree, 
KY passed away Friday, September 20, 2025, 
at his residence.  Memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

Sherry Lynn Todd, 62, of Earlington, 
KY, passed away on September 19, 2025, 
at Madisonville Health & Rehab in 
Madisonville, KY. Funeral services were 
Tuesday, September 23, 2025, at Reid Walters 
Funeral Home in Earlington, KY. Bro. Dennis 
Mayfield officiating and burial at Oakwood 
Cemetery in Earlington.

Betty June Duke McGregor, 84, of 
Madisonville, KY, passed away on Thursday, 
September 18, 2025, at her home. A funeral 
service was held Monday, September 22, 2025, 
in the chapel of Harris Funeral Home with 
Pastor Eddie Fleming officiating.

Mary Jane Rager Walker, 70, of 
Madisonville, KY, passed away on 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025, at 
Madisonville Health and Rehab in 
Madisonville. A celebration of life was held 
fon Monday, September 22, 2025, in the chapel 
of Harris Funeral Home. Burial will be held 
at a later date.

Wanda Jean Adkins Beeny, 84, of 
Madisonville, KY, passed away on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025, in Henderson, KY. A 
funeral service was held Saturday, September 
20, 2025, in the chapel of Harris Funeral Home 
with Pastor Kellan Lamb officiating. Burial 
at Silent Run Missionary Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

•  LIVINGSTON  •

Derek Russell, 43, of Tiline passed 
away on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, at 
Deaconess Midtown Hospital in Evansville, 
IN.  Funeral services will be at 12:00pm on 
Friday, September 26, 2025, at the Smith 
Funeral Chapel with the Rev. Andrew Sexton 
officiating. Burial will follow at Paradise 
Cemetery.

Ronnie Jean Nanney, 83, of Ledbetter 
passed away on Sunday, September 14, 2025, 
at the Ray & Kay Eckstein Hopsice Care 
Center in Paducah. Celebration of life service 
was held on Thursday at Lindsey Funeral 
Home with Grant Payne officiating.

•  MCCRACKEN  •

Donald Edward Richardson, 84, of 
Paducah passed away on Tuesday, September 
16, 2025, at his residence.  He will be cremated 
per his wishes.

June Kaufman, age 88, of Paducah, 
Kentucky, passed away at 4:20 am on Friday, 
September 19, 2025, at the Ray & Kay Eckstein 
Hospice Care Center.  Services were held 
on Monday, September 22, 2025 at the St. 
John Catholic Church with Rev. Bruce Fogle 
officiating.  Burial at the St. John Cemetery.

Randy “Kit” Atkinson, known 
affectionately as Kit to his family and friends, 
passed away on Thursday, September 18, 
2025, at Baptist Health in Paducah, Kentucky. 
A funeral service will be held at 11:00 AM 
on Friday, September 26, 2025, at Milner & 
Orr Funeral Home of Paducah with  Rev. 
Garrett Burns officiating. Burial at Palestine 
Cemetery in West Paducah, Kentucky.

Anna Lois Burnett, 95, of Paducah, 
Kentucky, passed away at her home on 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025. A Funeral 
Service was held on Sunday, September 21, 
2025, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of Lone 
Oak, with Rev. Bob Martin officiating. Burial 
at Lowes Cemetery in Lowes, Kentucky.

Jessie Belle Johnston Ferren, age 92, 
of Paducah, Kentucky, passed away on 
Wednesday morning, September 17, 2025, 
at Baptist Health Deaconess Madisonville. 
Funeral services were Wednesday, September 
24, 2025, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of 
Paducah with Rev Tod Hawkins officiating. 
Burial at Oak Grove Cemetery in Ledbetter, 
Kentucky.

Phyllis Persha, 76, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend, passed away on 
September 15, 2025. Phyllis was surrounded 
by her loved ones when she passed peacefully 
in her sleep. A funeral service was held 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 at the Milner 
and Orr Funeral Home of Paducah with Rev. 
Mark Delaney officiating.  

Catherine Leone (Holman) Phelps, age 
83, of Paducah and formerly of Mayfield, KY 
passed away at 7:53 PM Saturday, September 
20, 2025 at the Parkview Nursing & Rehab 
Center in Paducah. Private family services 
for Catherine will be held at a later date.

Baby Ailen Daniela Geronimo-Herrera 
passed away on Friday, September 12, 2025, at 
Vanderbilt Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee. 
A Funeral Mass was held Monday, September 
15, 2025, at the Works of Mercy Chapel at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church with Rev. 
Basilio Az Cuc officiating.

FUNERAL NOTICES continued 
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Tornado Survivor 
Support Group
Stronger Together!  You 
are not alone. Join us 
on the 4th Thursday 
of  each month, 5  p.m. 
at the Graves County 
Baptist Association, 
1400 KY-303, Mayfield, 
KY. Call 270-247-7947 for 
more information.

GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS

Kentucky Council on 
Problem Gambling, Inc. 
KYCPG.org
On this website, visitors 
may learn about gam-
bling addiction, deter-
mine whether they or 
someone they know 
may have a gambling 
problem, and obtain 
referral information to 
counselors or Gamblers 
Anonymous.

Connect with Gam-
blers Anonymous via 
phone: 
Lexington Hotline 

Number: 855-2CALLGA 
(855-222-5542)
Louisville Hotline 
Number: 855-2CALLGA 
(855-222-5542)

GAMBLERS 
ANONYMOUS - 
ZOOM MTGS
*THURSDAY*
Lexington, KY
6:30 p.m. EST, Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/7097833052
*SUNDAY*
Lexington, KY
6:30 PM EST, Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/7097833052

CELEBRATE RE-
COVERY
• Grace United Method-
ist Church, 
Celebrate Recovery on 
Hwy 60 in LaCenter, 
Thursdays 7 p.m.

• Benton Campus, Cele-
brate Recovery 
1001 Main Street, Ben-

ton, Tuesdays, 6 p.m.

• Murray Campus, 
Celebrate Recovery 915 
Arcadia Cir., Murray, 
Thursdays, 6 p.m.

• Bardwell Campus, Cel-
ebrate Recovery Marris 
Valley Church St., Hwy 
1181, Fridays, 6 p.m.

• New Life Community 
Church in Bardwell, 
Celebrate Recovery, 
6:30 p.m.,Fridays. For 
all hurts, habits and 
hang ups. Celebrate 
Recovery is a safe place 
to find community and 
freedom from the issues 
that are controlling our 
life. Everyone welcome.

• Clinton First Baptist 
Church, Celebrate Re-
covery Mondays, 6p

• Grace Life Church, 
Celebrate Recovery
Graves County, Sunday 

Nights, 6:30 p.m.

• Paducah Brown St. 
Club: Clean Living 
NA, Mon., Tue., Fri. 6 
p.m.

• AA Meetings, Tues-
day nights at 6 p.m. at 
1st Baptist Church, 5th 
& Olive in LaCenter.  

• AA Meetings, Friday 
nights at 6 p.m. New 
Covenant Community 
Church on Coffee Dr. in 
LaCenter.

• Arlington City Hall,
AA Meetings, Tue. & 
Fri. 6 p.m.

• First United Meth-
odist Church, AA 
Meetings, Mondays, 8 
p.m.

• Turning Point Re-
covery Center, Pa-
ducah, (270) 444-3621
AA Meetings: Sun. 9 

a.m., Sat., 9 a.m. 
NA Meetings: Sun- 
Noon and 6 p.m., Mon- 
Noon and 6 p.m., Tue-6 
p.m., Wed-Noon, Thur-6 
p.m., Fri-Noon, Sat-
Noon and 6 p.m.

• A Recovery Support 
Group called OVER-
COMERS. 
Christian Fellowship 
Ministries, 1343 US 
Hwy 68 East Benton, 
KY. Meeting are Tues-
days 6- 8 p.m. - Call to 
confirm meeting before-
hand Jada McWilliams 
270-205-5294 
270-527-8369
 
Grief Share
Grieving the death of  
a loved one? Join us: 
Thursday evenings 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
Trace Creek Baptist 
Church; 3577 State 
Route 131 Mayfield, 
KY. This is a 13 week 
course, but you are 

welcome to join in at 
any time. $20 includes 
workbook
Monica L Rogers, facili-
tator, 270-705-2421 
www.griefshare.org

Grief Support Group 
presented by Mer-
cy Health Hospice, 
meets every Thursday 
at 3 p.m., at Mayfield 
First United Methodist 
Church’s Outreach 
Building at 316 South 
8th St., Mayfield. Con-
tact phone 270-415-3636 
for information.

• Sober Hearts Min-
istry Friday at 7:00 
p.m. at First Baptist 
Church in Barlow, KY 
SoberHeartsFamily-
Ministry@outlook.
com Facebook - Sober 
Hearts Family Ministry  
- Text – (270)445-1008.

Area SUPPORT GROUPS: Tornado survivor, Gambling, Celebrate Recovery, AA, NA, Grief

To place a full obituary, including a photo, call 270-442-7389 for details and pricing. Obituaries and funeral notices 
should be received by 9 a.m. Wednesday for inclusion in that week’s paper. 

•  MARSHALL  •

Lillian Ruth Oakley Dees, age 101, of 
Calvert City, KY, died on September 21, 
2025 at Calvert City Nursing and Rehab in 
Calvert City, Kentucky. There will be no 
funeral service. Lillian will be buried at 
Dees Cemetery in Calvert City, KY during a 
private family ceremony.

Randy Jay Sauders, 62 of Benton, 
Kentucky passed away on Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025 at Murray-Calloway Co. 
Hospital. A memorial service will be held at a 
later date.

Eddie Ray Stevenson, 78, of Calvert City 
passed away on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
at his home. A graveside service will be held 
at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
at Fooks Cemetery with Bro. Jeremy Short 
officiating.

Bonnie Suits, 77 of Calvert City, Kentucky 
passed away on Monday, September 15, 2025 
at Marshall Co. Hospital in Benton, Kentucky. 
A funeral service was held Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025 at Collier Funeral 
Home with Pastor Billy Herron officiating.  
Interment at Wilson Cemetery, Benton, KY.

Nancy Maupin, 87 of Benton, Kentucky 
passed away on Monday, September 15, 2025 
at her home. A funeral service was held 
Friday, September 19, 2025 at Collier Funeral 
Home with Bro. Joel Frizzell and Brian York 
officiating.  Interment at Edwards Cemetery, 
Benton, KY.

Irene Davis Arant, 88, of Benton, 
Kentucky, passed away on September 20, 2025, 
at Calvert City Convalescent Center. Funeral 
services were Wednesday, September 24, 2025, 
at the Life Celebration Center of Filbeck-Cann 
with Pastor Bob Cain Officiating. Burial at 
Fooks Cemetery.

Michael Burd, 74, of Benton, Kentucky 
passed away on Tuesday, September 16, 2025, 
at his place of residence. There will be a 
private burial held at a later date.

•  TRIGG  •

Leslie Dawn Somers, age 47, of Cadiz, KY, 
passed away on Thursday, September 18, 2025, 
at Deaconess Gateway Hospital in Newburgh, 
IN. There will be no services at this time.

Donald Ray Blakeley, 74,  of Cadiz passed 
away Sept. 21, 2025. Funeral Services will be 
held Friday, September 26, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. 
at King’s Funeral Home with Rev. Ronnie 
Sivells officiating.  Burial will follow in the 
Cerulean Cemetery.  Visitation will be from 
11:00-1:00 on Friday, September 26, 2025 at 
King’s Funeral Home.

•  UNION  •

Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” Curry Brown 
age 102, of Sturgis passed away Monday 
September 22, 2025 at her residence. Funeral 
service will be held Friday, Sept. 26 2025 at 
Whitsell Funeral Home in Sturgis, KY. Rev. 
Ken Grant will officiate. Visitation will be 10 
AM until service time at the funeral home. 
Burial in Pythian Ridge Cemetery in Sturgis, 
KY.

Tom W. Hite, age 72 of Morganfield, KY 
died Saturday, Sept 13, 2025 at his home. 
Funeral service was held Friday September 
19, 2025 at Whitsell Funeral Home in 
Morganfield, KY.

•  WEBSTER  •

Glenn Edward Pritchett, 72 of Clay 
passed away Wednesday, September 17, 
2025 at Lucy Smith King Care Center in 
Henderson. Funeral services were Saturday, 
September 20, 2025 at 2:30 PM at Vanover 
Funeral Home in Clay with Brother Danny 
Hinchee and Opie Parish officiating. Burial 
in Oak Grove Cemetery in Blackford.

MSGT Michael D. Bourland United States 
Army retired, 70, of Adams, TN formerly of 
Clay, KY passed away on Monday September 
15,23025, at Tennova Health Care Campus in 
Clarksville, TN. A celebration of life service 
was held on Friday September 19, 2025, at the 
Community of Hope First Church of Nazarene 
with Pastor Jeremy Duranceau officiating.

Andrea Lynn Wilson 58, of Clay, KY 
passed away on Sunday September 21st, 
2025 at Deaconess Gateway in Newburgh, 
IN. Cremation was chosen and memorial 
services will be held at a later date. Townsend 
Funeral Home in Dixon, KY is handling 
arrangements.

Joyce Marilyn Whitlow passed away 
peacefully on September 17, 2025 at the age 
of 77. A celebration was held by her family of 
her remarkable life at Denton Shelter House, 
Henderson, KY. on Monday September 22nd, 
2025.

FUNERAL NOTICES continued
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My deer season opens 
in few days. I’ll be sitting 
in my truck instead of my 
tree stand. I’ll be heading 
to North Carolina to 
speak at a sportsmen’s 
dinner. When I booked 
this event, I didn’t give 
one thought to it being 
opening day. Because in 
Tennessee and North 
Carolina, the temps will 
probably reach the 80’s. 
And I prefer to hunt in 
camo instead of speedos. 
This was not always the 
case. (not the speedo part) 
In my early years of deer 
hunting, every day of  
the season held endless 
possibilities. And every 
day I stayed home, that 
was the day I thought 
the big one was going 
to come through. So, I 
would find a way to go 
early and often. This was 
great until I found myself  
lingering a little longer 
on the pillow during 
the best part of the 
season. I had hunted so 
hard during September 
and October that when 

November came around, 
I stayed home on the 
days I should have been 
in the woods. Today, a lot 
of things are different. 
The trail camera helps 
me determine if an early 
hunt is even needed, and 
the internet tells me what 
days each year are the 
best to be in the woods. 
And most of all, I’ve 
simply learned to believe 
that my situation is not 
an exception, but the rule. 
That is, no matter how 
much I feel that I need to 
do a certain thing, I will 
most likely follow what 
the charts say instead 
of my feelings. The 
charts have no emotions. 
They don’t even have 
thoughts. They just have 
truth. And I can decide 
whether I want to trust 
my emotions, thoughts, 
or truth. And that’s why 
I’ll probably not go to 
the woods very much 
until the end of October. 
But let’s flesh out these 
emotions, thoughts, and 
truth. Because they are 

extremely important 
for our spiritual lives. 
You see, our thoughts 
and emotions are tied 
together. What we 
think shapes how we 
feel. And how we feel 
shapes what we think. 
Negative thoughts fuel 
discouragement, while 
discouragement feeds 
more negative thoughts. 
The same is true for 
positivity and hope. These 
are cyclical. If  we are not 
anchored in something 
good and steady, we will 
live our lives on some 
roller coaster of anxiety 
and uncertainty. And 
what then should steady 
us? The truth about God 
and His ways. These 
truths remind us that He 
is good, and that He takes 
responsibility for our 
provision, protection, and 
purpose. And when we 
are certain about these 
things, our thoughts 
and emotions no longer 
control us.

If  you listen to any 
news channel, you’ll 
often hear our society 
is falling apart at 
the seams; coming 
unraveled. If  it is, what 
part do we have in the 
unraveling? Experts tell 
us social fitness is an 
anchor for American’s 
unrest and for a failing 
society. I believe in 
social fitness and 
believe it does ward off  
distress and loneliness, 
but real peace and rest 
come from God. From 
Jesus Christ. From 
a soul that leans on 
Someone bigger than 

it is. 
Social fitness will 

never equipment you 
for the shocking news 
of  murder. It will 

never equip you for 
school shootings; mall 
shootings; the loss of  a 
child; or, any senseless 
murder.

We’ve seen and heard 
a lot of  disturbing 
news in the past two 
weeks, but God is still 
above it all. America 
has lost a true warrior 
for God, but fear and 
anger is not the answer. 
Faith is. During this 
time, I thought of  how 
hate destroys and 
forgiveness redeems. 

I recently saw a 2010 
movie called, Amish 
Grace. It’s based on 
a true story about 
the aftermath of  a 
school shooting in a 
Pennsylvania Amish 
community. To me, it 
is a thought-provoking 
depiction of  what 
forgiveness looks like. 
There’s a one liner in 
the movie that I thought 
was so profound. When 
a reporter questioned 
one of  the Amish elders 

about whether his 
forgiveness was real, 
he said, “Forgiveness 
comes from an open 
heart and it comes 
without conditions, or it 
does not come at all.”

That really struck 
a chord with me. I’ve 
had to forgive a lot of  
people in my life, as I 
am sure you have, but 
“without conditions” is 
a hard thing to come to 
terms with. We want to 
hold onto our anger and 
resentment when we’ve 
been badly hurt or 
senselessly destroyed. 

I’ve heard preachers 
say, “Forgiveness is 
easy. You just do it 
because that’s the right 
thing to do”.  I don’t 
agree with that because, 
to me, it’s a fact we do 
have to forgive if  we 
want to be forgiven, but 

it’s not like breathing. 
It’s not easy. The pain 
and mental image of  
murder will take God’s 
grace and love to give us 
forgiving strength. 

I will say without 
hesitation, forgiveness 
is the only way to 
heal after something 
terrible has happened 
to someone you love. 
Healing is really what 
forgiveness is about.  A 
line in the movie said, 
“If  we hold onto anger 
and resentment toward 
the perpetrator, then it 
is only ourselves who 
are being punished”. 
That is so true. 
Forgiveness is a core 
belief  in Christianity, 
but I believe it is for 
the purpose of  healing 
our own soul. Our own 
spirit. God is wise like 
that.

Blaming God does not 
help. Blaming a person 
does not help. The Holy 
Spirit is our helper 
and that alone comes 
from God.  Forgiveness 
always brings soul-
healing and sustains 
peace when you have 
more questions than 
answers. Deeply rooted 
emotions can heal and 
I believe healing is 
sustainable through the 
Holy Spirit, who is our 
Helper.

By Teresa LeNeave
Leneave2@comcast.net

Deeply rooted emotions can heal

The Steadied 
Mind

Mention this ad and receive a 5% discount
off your monument purchase.

Custom Designs 
We can design your monument in

our showroom or in the 
comfort of your home.

Remembering.

A             well livedLife
is worth 

Visit our Showroom 
Tribute Monuments

780 Old North Friendship Rd. 
Paducah, KY 42001

www.brookhillcemetery.com

Randy and Andrea Orr
270-554-7750
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My friends, let’s choose joy today

I’m honored to have 
the opportunity to 
share my heart each 
week. The messages 
lately have given us 
some things to think 
about, as God’s word 
brings us into a rever-
ential fear and aware-
ness of  His presence. 
Many different types 
of  people read faith 
columns, including 
some who are not 
openly religious, but 
are curious spectators. 
I respect your caution 
and where you are 
in your journey, and 
hope you will consider 
the Bible passages. 
For those who confess 
Christ as their Lord, 
our walks are at differ-
ent levels of  passion as 
the spiritual fires burn 
at various degrees 
within us. Some of  you 
watch the news and 
browse the internet to 
see what’s happening 
in the world, while 
others have decided 
that listening to the 
tsunami of  opinions, 
speculations, and 
conspiracy theories 
is taking a toll on 
their blood pressure 
and are determined 
to step away to keep 
their minds and their 
conscience as clear 
and clean as possible. 
Which, by the way, I 
sincerely respect you. 
Whatever the case, we 
realize that wherev-
er we are, absorbing 
negative knowledge 
weighs heavily on our 
emotions and well-be-

ing.
Yes, truth seekers 

are relentless because 
they want to know 
what’s going on, and 
that’s good, right? 
They do not want to 
be deceived, and I can 
perfectly relate to 
this way of  thinking. 
However, we seldom 
consider that much of  
what we hear is not 
accurate. Misinforma-
tion has become like a 
plague, and among the 
many reasons people 
spew rumors, we can 
agree that careless 
gossip comes from a 
lack of  concern and 
the absence of  integri-
ty. The root of  slander 
includes being offend-
ed, which is directly 
associated with falling 
into a snare trap of  ha-
tred and misery. Peo-
ple are paid for their 
videos, as the general 
goal is to gain popu-
larity and hopefully 
go viral. But politics 
is like the old cycle of  
he says, she says. We 
do not positively know 
what they are saying 
is true, and we also do 
not know if  it is, or at 
least a portion of  it. 
So what’s the answer? 
Ephesians 4:29-32 is a 
great place to start.

I know some of  
you are thinking that 
we should be like a 
watchman on the 
walls, sounding the 
alarm, and blowing 
the trumpet to warn 
the people of  danger. 
I understand, and 
considered myself  as 
God’s messenger, but 
here is the key: Stand-

ing for truth is one 
thing, but spreading 
things that might be 
tainted with deception 
is another. Besides, if  
we spend more time 
dwelling on how evil 
the world is, we are 
becoming lopsided in 
our responsibility to 
allow God’s light to 
shine within us. We 
are filled with light be-
cause Christ is greater 
than sin, but we decide 
how much of  His light 
is released. He is not 
focused or depressed 
about rampant wick-
edness, and neither 
should we. The inspi-
ration here is that God 
knows all about it, and 
one day soon, He will 
create new heavens 
and a new earth. It’s 
easy to be consumed 
with discouragement, 
but it takes faith to 
climb out of  this snare 
trap and stand firmly 
in what God has prom-
ised. Pause a moment 
to read Philippians 4:8; 
it’s a step to renewing 
the mind and living in 
peace.

Our point this week 
is that we all need 
a large daily dose 
of  hope. The more 
darkness we listen to 
and absorb, the more 
unsteady and power-
less we become. In Ne-
hemiah chapter eight, 
Ezra the priest spoke 
refreshing words of  
the Lord to the peo-
ple, and as they were 
weeping, he encour-
aged them to enjoy 
God’s goodness and 
reminded them that 
the joy of  the Lord 

was their strength. 
The enemy of  our 
souls has a simple but 
devastating scheme to 
distract God’s people 
from His truth, which 
makes them physi-
cally, mentally, and 
spiritually free. This 
freedom is a divine 
spiritual contentment 
that passes natural 
understanding. Psalm 
62:5-6, “Yes, my soul, 
find rest in God; my 
hope comes from him. 
Truly, he is my rock 

and my salvation; he 
is my fortress, I will 
not be shaken.” So, let 
us “choose” joy today! 
Joy is a fruit of  the 
Spirit, the nature and 
character of  a spir-
it-filled life, and the 
heart of  our personal 
relationship with 
Jesus. When we are 
worried, upset, angry, 
and disheartened, we 
drift into depression 
and hopelessness. Can 
you see Satan’s strate-
gy? How can we repre-

sent God when we are 
filled with doubt, fear, 
and confusion? Allow 
Psalm 42:11 and Ro-
mans 15:4-6 to fill your 
heart with confidence 
and hope.

Dr. Holland is a 
Christian minister, 
author, and community 
outreach chaplain. Ask 
for a free download 
of  his song, “Inten-
tions of  the Heart” at 
psalmz103@gmail.com 

By William F Holland Jr.
billyhollandministries.com

True love waits, but 
it might nearly kill 
you. In 2016, a man 
named Alexander Cirk 
determined to see his 
online girlfriend five-
thousand miles away 
in China. He booked 
a flight and sent his 
sweetheart photos of  
his ticket and dreamed 
of  embracing her. But 
when he arrived, he 
embraced no one—his 
darling was nowhere to 
be found. 

Assuming she was 
running late, Cirk 
waited for her in the 
airport. And he waited 

for ten days until, 
according to NBC 
News, “authorities 
reportedly took a 
frail-looking Cirk to 
a local hospital for 
treatment.” When 
his girlfriend was 
eventually tracked 
down, she thought he 
was joking about the 
trip! Two lessons arise 
from this: (1) be careful 
with online dating—
you might end up in 
the hospital and in the 
hole, and (2) waiting 
is incredibly difficult. 
And the latter lesson 
is one that the Lord 
teaches us throughout 
His word.

We are commanded 
in Psalm 27:14, “Wait 
for the LORD; be 
strong, and let your 
heart take courage; 
wait for the LORD!” 
We must wait with 
patience—for answers 
to prayer (Ps. 40:1), for 
God’s guidance (Prov. 
3:5-6), for deliverance 
from tribulations (Ps. 
37:7), for the provision 
of  our needs (Ps. 33:20), 
for justice to be done 
(Rom. 12:19), and for 
the fulfillment of  His 
plan and promises 
(Ps. 138:8). And 
waiting is particularly 
challenging because 
we are conditioned 

against it. We can 
microwave our supper, 
send a text or e-mail 
instantaneously, and 
receive packages from 
Amazon in two days. 
But there is no fast-
forward button on 
God’s plan (Eccl. 3:11).

But although waiting 
is hard, it is also holy. 
Waiting provides an 
opportunity to stretch 
out our faith across 
time. Waiting expresses 
trust in God’s goodness 
and wisdom, as waiting 
essentially says, “God 
knows better than I do. 
My life and times are 
in His hands” (cf. Ps. 
31:15). And thankfully, 

we do not have to 
wither while waiting, 
for God promises to 
strengthen us: “But 
they who wait for the 
LORD shall renew 
their strength; they 
shall mount up with 
wings like eagles; they 
shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk 
and not faint” (Isa. 
40:31).

Jacob of  old waited 
fourteen years for 
Rachel, but it “seemed 
to him but a few days 
because of  the love 
he had for her” (Gen. 
29:20). And when we 
believe that God and 
His good plan are 

worth waiting for, how 
long we must wait will 
matter very little. As 
the Puritan George 
Swinnock wisely 
stated, “To lengthen 
my patience is the 
best way to shorten 
my troubles.” That is, 
the more we resolve to 
wait and trust in the 
Lord’s perfect timing, 
the less we will think 
about how long our 
suffering must last. 
Waiting is worthwhile, 
so let us take our eyes 
off  of  our clocks and 
calendars and fix them 
upon our Creator 
whose timing is always 
perfectly precise.

WAITING WITHOUT WITHERING
Bro. Brandon G. Bramlett
Bandana Baptist Church

INSPIRATION
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270-441-7799270-441-7799
1515 Broadway St - Paducah, KY1515 Broadway St — Paducah, KY

Business & Service Directory

webbspestcontrolky.com

YOUR #1 EXTERMINATER FOR WESTERN KENTUCKY!

(270) 575-0955 | (270) 462-3254
11665 U.S. HW 60 WEST | KEVIL, KY 42053

Email:webbspestcontrol@att.net

Family-Owned & Operated 
Business

ROOFING • PAINTING
EPOXY FLOORS • DECKS

SIDING • GUTTERS 

OVER 40 YEARS OF ROOFING & 
CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES!
LICENSED & INSURED!
5 STAR SERVICE!

270-836-2952

5450 Old Hwy 60 West • Paducah, KY
Open Daily from

10:00 am - 10:00 pm

270.442.7092

Proudly Owned & Operated 
by the Cassity Family

mi PhD

miefsn@gmail.com

518.777.5017
One Minute Message

Graduate in Profit —
Not in Debt

Explore Alaska 
by Sea!

Join our Alaska Cruise Setting 
Sail June 1, 2026

Glaciers, Wildlife & Adventure 
Await!

From $1,433 per person
(includes Cruise Fare, Port Taxes, Drink 

Package & Wi-Fi)
Email signaturetravelbytammy

@gmail.com
Signature Travel

REPAIRS
REPLACEMENTS
METAL
GUTTERS
SIDING

OUR BEST SERVICES:

270-953-7669
HonestAbeRoofing.com/Paducah-Ky

REPAIRS
REPLACEMENTS
METAL
GUTTERS
SIDING

OUR BEST SERVICES:

270-953-7669
HonestAbeRoofing.com/Paducah-Ky

√  REPAIRS
√  REPLACEMENTS
√  METAL

√  GUTTERS
√  SIDING

OUR BEST SERVICES:

Illinois #2570

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

Zac Taylor
618-944-0086

at your service for all of your auction needs
Online-only • Live on-site • Estate settlements 
Farm and equipment • Business liquidations

• Simulcast Auctions 
• Grocery store & food service

Online-only • Live on-site
Estate settlements

Farm and equipment
Business liquidations

Grocery store & foodservice

Illinois #237

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

912-945-7342

at your 
service for 
all of your 

auction 
needs

Zac
Taylor

618.944.0086

COLOR
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B/W
Page PUZZLE/ENTERTAINMENT PAGE PAPER

How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are fomatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 

the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using 
the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 

solve the puzzle! Good Luck! Answers on Classified Page.

Sudoku Puzzle

Word Search

Coloring FunCrossword Puzzle

Word Scramble

Answer:Pack

Guess Who?

Answers on Classified Page
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GRAVE PLOTS
FOR SALE One Grave 
Lot at Maplelawn Cem-
etery. $800.00 Or Best 
Offer Call 270-558-3414 
(tfn)

2 GRAVE SITES at 
Woodlawn Memorial 
Garden. In the Christus 
area.$3,800. 270-559-
8781

2 Cemetery Lots (side by 
side) Located at Wood-
lawn Memorial Cemetery 
(in The Garden of the 
Good Shepard). 6965 
Old Hwy 45, Paducah, 
KY. $5,000 for both lots 
2702-519-5449 or 270-
841-5001.

For Sale 1 or 2 Vaults 
in Brookhaven Memo-
rial Park, last ones in 
the chapel. Each holds 
2 caskets. $7,000.00 
each. Call 270-556-0524

PETS FOR SALE    
AKC Labrador Puppies 
Ready Now. Vaccs. 
$600.00. Located in 
Penbroke Ky. Call 931-
436-1488

For Sale Parti Schnaus-
er Pups, Vet Checked, 
Shots, Paper trained. 
Call 270-853-5387

Good Homes Only, Free 
beautiful Kittens, Can 

Deliver 270-445-2424, 
Litter Box trained, out-

side, inside cats born in 
March

MISC
Retired police office and 
veteran. Living in Ed-
dyville. Seeking hunting 
rights. Will respect land 
and will share game. 
270-388-4992.

MISC FOR SALE
Golf balls for sale. All 
brands $12.00 a dozen 
or less. Many like new. 
270-994-5777 

Goodman 4 ton cen-
tral heat & air split unit, 
hardly used. Call thomas 
270-247-7589. (tfn) 

MEDICAL
Are you looking for a pri-
vate sitter, home health 
care, hospice, and elder-
ly care services. Please 
contact Tina at 270-559-
9181 nights, days and 
weekends available.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Fully electric hospital bed 
$1300, Hoyer patient lift 
$350, older wheelchair 
$50, rollator walker $30, 
oxygen tank holder for 
wheelchair $20.  Call 
270-836-1002.

Disability Mobility Scoot-
er - 4 wheeler - $950.00 
- Metropolis -270-559-
0345 (tfn) 

AUTO MISC
27 ft Car Hauler Car-
go Trailer. Used once, 
2-7,000 lb axels, 4,000 
lb rear door ramp, Call 
for extras 303-775-0310, 
$11,300 (tfn) 

2024 Homesteader Car-
go Trailer, black alumi-
num 8 x 16 in Salem, 
Ky area. $7,200.00. Call 
812-483-1116. (tfn)

HOUSES FOR RENT
$1,299 per month SIN-
GLE FAMILY 3 BR, 
1 Bath, Living Room, 
Kitchen, Utility Room. 
Central Heat & Air. Stor-
age Shed. Located in 

CALVERT CITY. 1 month 
security deposit. 1 year 
lease. 270-709-0955

REAL ESTATE
2909 James Sanders 
BlvdPaducah, KY 42001 
• Commercial/Industrial 
MLS Number 124836 
• 7,560 sq. ft. The price 
is $25.74 psf annually 
Located in Western Ken-
tucky’s largest business 
districts this location is 
prime for retail, restau-
rant, or service company. 
With 4060 net leasable 
square feet. Contact 
Carla Bridges @ RE-
MAX at 270-559-8425

500 S 17th • Paducah, 
KY 42003 Commercial/
Industrial - $1,399,000 
MLS Number • 125918 • 
18,900 sq. ft. Outstand-
ing professional office 
building in the heart of 
Paducah featuring ap-
proximately 15,600 sq. 
ft. of office space with 
26 private offices, 4 
bullpens, 2 conference 
rooms, kitchen/break-
room, 2 IT rooms, 3 lab-
oratory rooms, multiple 
work areas, and storage 
closets along with 2300 
sq. ft. warehouse area. 
Also has an approxi-
mately 1000 sq. ft. de-
tached storage building.  
Contact Carla Bridges 
@ REMAX at 270-559-
8425

7151 US HWY 4 • PA-
DUCAH MLS #123564 
19+ acres with much po-
tential. Could be used as 
commercial site, subdi-
vision, or residential es-
tate. Consists of 2 tracts 
of land. 12+ acres on 
Hwy 25 and 6+ on En-
glert for a total of 19.18. 
Entrance to both on US 
Hwy 45. Sold as one par-
cel. A well was installed 
about 10 yrs ago but has 
never run on a continu-
ous basis. Has electrici-

ty on property. $189,900 
Contact Carla Bridges 
@ REMAX at 270-559-
8425

150 REIDLAND DR • 
PADUCAH 4 BDRMS • 
3.5 BA • 3,038 SQ FT. • 
0.61AC LOT $299,900 
Contact Carla Bridges 
@ REMAX at 270-559-
8425

House For Sale Ranch 
style, 3 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, Cedar siding. Sits 
on 6 acres. 116 Darnell 
Rd. Benton 42025. Call 
270-404-6972 for ap-
pointment.

100 Acres sold all togeth-
er.  Livingston County, 
near Elementary school. 
store, fire department. 
Can be used for residen-
tial or commercial. 10 
miles from Ky Lake 270-
210-6697 (tfn)

37 Acres, Beautiful Build-
ing Site. 5050 Metropolis 
Lake Rd, W. Paducah. 
$10,000 per acre. Call 
270-210-4666 tfn

4 Adjacent 1 acres lots 
in Peninsula Subdivision 
on Lake of Egypt. Great 
year round fishing with 
no carp, barges, or big 
boats. 50 minutes from 
Paducah. $29,995 for all 
four. Might divide into 2 
parcels. Call owner 314-
239-6676.

Large Ky Lake lot Mature 
trees, utilities, restricted 
to new construction or 
double wide. $24,900. 
270-970-8000  (tfn)

Beautifully and total-
ly renovated condo in 
exciting Lower Town, 
Paducah, KY. Stainless 
steel and granite kitch-
en, original wood floors, 
two master suites with 
attached baths.  Carport 
with storage. 2/3 -2,140 
sq. ft. $247,500. (972) 
816-8766 (tfn)

401 E 12th St., Benton 

Charming and spacious 
2,240 sq. ft. home. Im-
maculate property cen-
trally located in Benton 
on a well landscaped 
corner lot. 3 Bedroom / 
2 Bath. Expansive base-
ment includes interior 
and exterior entrances. 
Workshop with addition-
al outbuilding with con-
crete flooring for mower 
etc. $269,900 Call Carla 
Bridges REMAX Realty 
Group at 270-559-8425

CAMPERS FOR SALE
2019 Shasta Oasis 
30ft  Camper One slide 
out.  Good Condition. 
$13,000.00. 270-827-
9482.  0r  270-827-8139

Camper For Sale. 2019 
Heritage Glen 26.5 ft

BOATS FOR SALE
REDUCED 2008 20 ft. 
Crestliner 1950 SF se-
ries, easy load trailer, 
175 HP Mercury motor, 
canopy, travel cover, 2 
fish finders, radio FM/
AM, much more, garage 
stored, valued at $15K, 
sell for $12,000. 270-
665-0010 / leave a mes-
sage.	

AUTOS FOR SALE
2007 Red Chevy Av-
alanche Truck, needs 
transmission and frame 
rusted.Selling truck for 
parts. $3000. Please call  
270-217-4980	

2017 GMC Sierra De-
nali Crew Cab pickup, 
99,000 miles, loaded, 
Beautiful truck, $23,500. 
Please call... 270-519-
3674 or 270-519-1254

1986 Chevrolet 4 x 4 
Pickup, wrecked but a/c 
works $2,000 cash or 
OBO. 327 Motor and 3 
speed transmission out 
of 1980 Impala $1,000 
cash or OBO. Call 270-
804-5399.

2015 Mercedes E-350 
104,000 miles, Light 

grey Real nice vehicle, 
drives real nice. $13,000 
OBO call 270-493-2176

REDUCED 2020 Chevy 
Equinox. A-1 shape 
New Tires. 48,000 miles.    
$14,500 Price. Call 270-
462-3829

REDUCED 2010 Black 
Honda Fit Sport 4 door 
hatchback. Excellent 
mechanical condition 
minor cosmetic dam-
age clear title $4,500.00 
OBO  Cal 812-631-3921

GOLF CART FOR SALE
REDUCED 2019 EZGO 
Golfcart  48V.  Flame Red 
with Black seating. very 
good condition in Salem, 
Ky area 5,600.00. Call 
812-483-1116 (tfn)

FARM EQUIPMENT
1996 8570 MF Combine 
Big motor, 30’ GH, SCH 
Knife & drive, Maurer 
bin ext, flotation rears, 
second owner. C-Tech 
maintained. Approx. 
3,000 hrs $50,000 
OBO. 419-615-0950 

REDUCED 1987 John 
Deere Combine 7720 
Titan 2, 4 wd, long au-
ger, 30.5 x 32 tires, al-
ways kept inside shed. 
$11,000 OBO 270-254-
0318	 3.2 Prong Hay 
Fork $150; B275 Diesel 
International project trac-
tor $1,250. Call 731-487-
7062.            

1953 Farmall Cub 
Woods Belly Mower. 
to ad for 1950 8n Ford 
Tractor $1250.00. 270-
832-1281

FARM EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
1950 8N Ford tractor 
$1,250.00, Call 270-832-
1281. W0.5x32

BAND SAWS FOR SALE
Different band saws for 
sale.  BEST offer 270-
334-3278.

CLASSIFIEDS / NEWS
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BATHROOM REMODEL
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 

months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-833-770-
0957

 

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 

costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 9/30/25.) Call 1-866-
837-5986

 Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

 BUSINESS SPACE FOR RENT
Frankfort Office Space 
for rent: Second floor with 
four large office areas, re-
stroom. Office desks fur-

nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and inter-
net included. $2,200  per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press Asso-
ciation, 502-223-8821.

 BUYING CARS
We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or 
junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

 BUYING HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

 CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

 

Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Phat Mamma’s Restaurant 
HWY 60, Ledbetter, KY 

FULLY EQUIPPED,  
WITH 2 OUTBUILDINGS. 
1600 Sq. Ft./Site on 1.5 Lot 
Income approx. $270K year 
ASKING $285,000 

 FOR MORE INFO 
CALL JAMES POWELL 

270-217-1882

Statewide Classifieds

Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers
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AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can 
save! 1-877-548-7494

 Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574

 DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your first three months 
of Max, Paramount+, 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

 CELLULAR  
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimit-

ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894

 Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-833-353-2982

 DEBT HELP
Inflation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and find out how to pay off 
your debt for significantly 
less than what you owe! 

FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

 DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!

 GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 
1-833-485-3141.

 Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 
1-877-581-3053 today!

 FOOD SERVICES
Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bo-
nus gifts) for ONLY $79.99 
(plus s/h.) Save $160! 12 
new wine selections plus a 
FREE $25 Omaha Steaks 
E-reward card every three 
months. Cancel anytime. 
100% guarantee! Call 
1-844-740-5945 and men-
tion code AGJF002 or visit 
www.GetOSWine.com/
sip169

 HEALTH
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

 HOME IMPROVEMENT
No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 
transferrable warranty. Call 

today 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation esti-
mate. Plus get 75% off in-
stallation and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty and 
offer details.

 SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-866-348-
8793

 NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need 
outside noise reduction? 
New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & 
FREE quote today. 1-833-
890-2083.  You will be 
asked for the zip code of the 
property when connecting.

 Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

  HOME SERVICES
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.

 INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

COLOR

Business & Service ads 

3 months / $195 
RUNS IN 7 NEWSPAPERS 
COVERS 18 COUNTIES ! 

to advertise call 270-442-7389

PUZZLE PAGE

NOW HIRING!

COME for a job.
STAY for a career.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE for a lifetime.

Benefits: Kentucky provides one of the most competitive benefits packages available today, 
with insurance, retirement and leave options to meet your immediate and long-term goals.

Apply online at careers.ky.gov
Search for any position with the Gilbertsville zip code 42044

NOW HIRING!
STATE RESORT PARK
Kentucky Dam Village

• Facility Maintenance Supervisor
• Facility Maintenance Worker

• Parks Program Services Supervisor
• Park Worker I (Dining Room)

• Park Worker I (Housekeeping)
• Serving Attendant & Cook II
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Help Feed America!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

The Public Service Commission of Kentucky issued orders on July 31, 
2025 and September 11, 2025, scheduling public comment meetings to be 
held on October 13, 2025 at 5 p.m. Central Daylight Time, at Hopkins 
County Fiscal Court, 56 North Main Street, Madisonville, KY 42431; 
October 14, 2025, at 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time, at Bluegrass 
Community & Technical College: Keenland Room, 500 Newtown Pike, 
Lexington, KY 40508; and October 16, 2025, at 5 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Time, at Middlesboro Community Center, 705 N. Petersborough Ave., 
Middlesboro, KY 40965 for the purpose of hearing public comments on 
Kentucky Utilities Company and Louisville Gas and Electric Company 
applications for adjustment of its electric and gas rates and approval of 
certain regulatory and accounting treatments in Case Nos. 2025-00113 
and 2025-00114.  

 

 

 
Extension Agent for  

4-H Youth Development  
 

McCracken County – RE50906 
 

Deadline:  10/06/2025 
 

BS required 
https://ukjobs.uky.edu/postings/599552 

 
The University of Kentucky is an equal opportunity employer and encourages 
applications from minorities and women. 

Career Opportunities

Sheet Metal 
Machines, LLC

• Shears
• Brakes
• Rolls

• Pittsburgh Machines
• Duct Notchers

• Box & Pan Brakes
• Slitters

• Bar Folders
• Cleat Benders

Lester Snyder • Mansfield, TN
731-694-0259

Business & 
Service 

Directory
(Continued)

$199
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As autumn sweeps 
across Western 
Kentucky, the 
excitement of  high 
school football season 
is in full swing. With 
just a few weeks left 
in the regular season, 
local teams are 
battling not only for 
regional pride but also 
for playoff  positioning. 
From powerhouse 
programs to emerging 
underdogs, this week’s 
matchups promise 
intense action, 
passionate crowds, 
and plenty of  Friday 
night drama.
Key Matchups to 
Watch

1. Mayfield 
Cardinals vs. Paducah 
Tilghman Blue 
Tornado

Arguably the most 

anticipated matchup 
of  the week, this 
historic rivalry has 
deep roots and high 
stakes. Mayfield (6-1), 
known for its strong 
playoff  tradition 
and disciplined play, 
will face a talented 
Paducah Tilghman 
squad (5-2) that’s 
hungry to upset the 
Cardinals. Expect a 
physical battle in the 
trenches and a packed 
stadium. This game 
could help determine 
seeding in the 2A 
playoffs.

2. Bowling Green 
Purples vs. South 
Warren Spartans

Bowling Green 
(5-2) takes on South 
Warren (6-1) in a Class 
5A clash that could 
preview a playoff  
rematch. South 
Warren’s defense 
has been rock solid 
all season, but the 
Purples’ explosive 
offense—led by senior 
quarterback Chase 
Petty—will put that to 
the test. With district 
dominance on the 
line, this Friday night 
battle should be one 
of  the most electric in 
the state.

3. Owensboro Red 
Devils vs. Daviess 
County Panthers

This Owensboro 
rivalry always draws 
a crowd, and this 
year’s matchup is 
shaping up to be a 
classic. The Red Devils 
(7-0) are undefeated 
and one of  the top-
ranked teams in Class 
5A, while Daviess 
County (4-3) hopes to 
pull off  a home-field 
upset. The Panthers’ 
passing attack could 
test Owensboro’s 
secondary, but the 
Red Devils’ speed 
and depth may be too 
much to handle.

4. Hopkinsville 
Tigers vs. Christian 
County Colonels

In a game loaded 
with local bragging 
rights, Hopkinsville 
(3-4) will meet 
Christian County 
(2-5) in what could be 
a turning point for 
both programs. While 
neither team has had a 
dominant season, the 
rivalry remains fierce, 
and a win here could 
boost morale heading 
into the final stretch.
Teams on the Rise

Several programs 
in Western Kentucky 
are showing strong 
improvement this 
season:

Graves County 
Eagles (5-2): After 
a slow start, the 

Eagles have found 
their rhythm with a 
balanced offensive 
attack and a young 
defense that’s gaining 
confidence weekly. 
Their upcoming 
matchup with 
Marshall County 
could be a trap game if  
they look ahead to the 
playoffs.

McCracken 
County Mustangs 
(4-3): McCracken’s 
tough schedule has 
sharpened their skills. 
With a young core and 
a growing defense, the 
Mustangs are building 
momentum and could 
be a dark horse in 
Class 6A.

Caldwell County 
Tigers (5-2): The 
Tigers have been 
quietly putting 
together a strong 
season in Class 
2A. With solid 
quarterback play and 
a gritty defense, they 
could make noise in 
the postseason.
Playoff Implications

As the season 
winds down, every 
game now carries 
playoff  implications. 
Seeding, home-field 
advantage, and even 
playoff  eligibility are 
on the line. Coaches 
are tightening up 
schemes, players 
are battling through 
injuries, and every 
possession matters 
more than ever.

District titles are 
still up for grabs, and 
in many cases, this 
week’s games will 
help determine who 
earns a top seed in the 
bracket. Fans should 
expect hard-fought 
contests and playoff-
like intensity, even 
though the postseason 
hasn’t officially 
started yet.
Final Thoughts

Western Kentucky 
high school football 
continues to be a 
source of  pride, 
tradition, and 
excitement for 
communities across 
the region. Whether 
you’re in Mayfield, 
Owensboro, Bowling 
Green, or any of  the 
dozens of  towns with a 
team, there’s no better 
time to support your 
local athletes than 
right now.

Grab your jacket, 
head to the stadium, 
and enjoy the lights, 
the sounds, and the 
spirit of  Friday night 
football—it’s more 
than just a game; it’s a 
way of  life in Western 
Kentucky.

NEWS

Friday Night Lights: Upcoming High 
School Football Games in Western KY

By Wilbur Jackson
KPI Writer

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use 
of this material. For complete warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.

Stop in today to demo the do-it-all Kubota M Series tractors.

• Powerful and efficient engines

• Ergonomic design for 
all-day comfort

• Bevel-gear front axle maximizes 
maneuverability

• Kubota designed and built front loaders

Versatility. 
It runs in the family.

M Series       57.9-141.4 HP       Wide range of attachments

2KBB03711_M_Port_Q1_0103.indd

First Choice Farm and Lawn
3350 Highway 45 North

Mayfield, KY 42066
270-856-4355

If it Matters to YOU,  It Matters to US!
Subscribe or Advertise TODAY! 270.442.7389

Join Our TEXT CLUB!! Text the word MOVIE to 270.276.7700

of Mayfield Princess Theaters
1102 Paris Rd • Mayfield • 270.251.3583 www.princessofmayfield.com 

Sept. 26th thru Oct. 2nd Sept. 26th thru Oct. 2nd

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu No 
Yaiba Infinity Castle (R) 

Showtimes: Fri. 7:00 pm; Sat. & Sun. 
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm; Mon-Thurs 7:00 pm

Showtimes: Fri. 7:00 pm; Sat. & Sun. 1:30 pm/4:00 
pm & 7:00 pm; Mon-Thurs 7:00 pm

NEW LOWER TICKET PRICING!
Adult 12 to 64 $7.00 • Child 2 to 11 $5.00 • Senior 65 & Older $5.00 

BARGAIN MATINEES Any Show Any Day
That Starts Before 6:00pm All Seats Only $5.00

Gabby’s Dollhouse: 
The Movie (G) 
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Kevil, KY – River 
Valley AgCredit is 
proud to announce 
the addition of 
Heather Pace as a 
Mortgage Loan 
Originator at the 
Kevil office. With 
over two decades of 
experience in the 
banking industry and 
a deep-rooted passion 
in home lending, 
Heather brings a 
wealth of knowledge, 
dedication, and 
community spirit to 
her new role.

Heather has called 
Ballard County her 
home since 2011, 
previously being a 
native of Melber, 
Kentucky. With 
Heather’s 23 years in 
the banking industry, 
19 of those have 
focused on helping 
families achieve their 
dreams of 
homeownership. 

“What excites me 
the most about this 
position is the 
opportunity to return 
to a field I am truly 
passionate about,” 
Heather shared. 
“Helping people 
secure financing to 
buy their first home 
or build their dream 
home is incredibly 
rewarding. That’s 
where memories are 
made.”

Heather and her 

MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER

PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 270-970-0200

100± TILLABLE ACRES100± TILLABLE ACRES 3 BEDROOM BRICK HOME - 1536 HWY 402/Brewers HWY, Hardin, KY 42048
ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION SAT., OCTOBER 18TH, 2025 @ 10 AM

HOME & LAND

Auction Held At: Marshall Co. Ext. OfficeMarshall Co. Ext. Office  • 2081 Mayfield Hwy., Benton, KY 42025
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By Gibson Electric 
Membership 
Corporation

For third- and 
fourth-generation 
farmers Ginger 
Atkins, Jill George 
and Brooke Coffey, 
memories flourish 
where flowers grow 
—  on the family farm 
that’s blossomed into 
a community haven.

Sisters Ginger and 
Jill grew up on their 
parents’ farm in 
Hickman, Kentucky, 
and continued 

operations after their 
father, Doyle Wayne 
George, passed away 
in 2009. They’ve 
continued growing 
corn and soybeans 
like their father, but 
with Jill’s daughter, 
Brooke, they added 
you-pick flower rows 
in 2023. With no idea 
what to expect, they 
welcomed 190 visitors 
on their first day.

“That’s the spark 
that encouraged us,” 
Brooke said.

Rooted in family

The new addition 
deserved a name. 
First Love Farms, 
inspired by the “First 
Love” silverware 
pattern featuring 
delicate roses and 
handed down to each 
woman in their 
family for four 
generations, was 
born.It’s a heartfelt 
tribute to Sue 
Werner, the family 
matriarch who 
passed away in 2021.

“Everybody knew 
Mom,” Jill said. “She 

worked at the bank, 
was an avid 
gardener, loved her 
yard and always had 
a smile on her face. 
She kept a row of 
zinnias in her 
(vegetable) garden.”

Now they watch 
with delight as people 
from Western 
Kentucky, West 
Tennessee and 
beyond stroll through 
their rows of zinnias, 
sunflowers, daisies 
and more. Jill, who 

Brooke, Ginger, and Jill at their First Love Farms  in Hickman, Kentucky.
Photo submitted

A family legacy blooms 
at First Love Farms

see FAMILY, 
page A2

River 
Valley 

AgCredit 
welcomes 
Heather 

Pace

see PACE, 
page A2

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

The Third Annual 
Farmer Appreciation 
Day was celebrated 
on September 17, 
2025, at Murray State 
University. This 
event brought 
together farmers, 
students, and 
agricultural leaders 
from across the 
region. It was hosted 
by the Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture in 
partnership with the 
Raising Hope 
program and Murray 
State’s Hutson 
School of 
Agriculture. The 
event recognized the 
essential role of 
farmers while 
promoting health, 
safety, and career 
opportunities in 
agriculture.

The day was filled 
with activities that 
highlighted the 
importance of both 
physical and mental 
health in rural 
communities. 
Participants had 
access to free health 
screenings, farm 
safety 
demonstrations, and 
opportunities to 
connect with careers 
in agriculture. A 
complimentary 
lunch was provided 
to thank farm 
families for their 
dedication.

see DRISKILL, 
page A3

Driskill 
honored at 

Farmer 
Appreciation 

Day



husband Corey, a 
lifelong Ballard 
County resident, are 
co-owners of Pace 
Family Farms 

alongside his parents, 
Mike and Marie Pace. 
The couple has two 
children, Hudson and 
Audrey. Their son 
Hudson passed away 
in 2023 after a 
courageous battle 
with leukemia. Their 
daughter Audrey, a 
vibrant 7th grader at 
Ballard Memorial 
Middle School, is 
active in volleyball, 
softball, and the 4-H 
Leadership team. 

Heather is a 1993 
honor graduate of 
Northside Baptist 
Christian School in 
Mayfield, KY, and 
holds an Associate of 
Arts degree from 
WKCTC. She is a 
graduate of the 
Kentucky Bankers 
Association Banking 
School. 

Heather has been a 
member of Rickman 
Road Missionary 
Baptist Church since 
1998. She is a 
dedicated member to 
her community as she 
volunteers with 
Ballard County 4H, 
Ballard Bullets 
Athletics, where she 
has served as 
treasurer since 2017. 
She was recently 
elected to the Ballard 
County Middle School 
SBDM Committee for 
the 2025-2026 school 
year. 

In her free time, 
Heather enjoys 
cheering on UK 
basketball, supporting 
local school sports, 
reading, and spending 
quality time with her 
family. Especially 
watching and playing 
volleyball with 
Audrey. 

River Valley 
AgCredit is thrilled to 
welcome Heather to 
the team and looks 
forward to the positive 
impact she will have 
on the lives of our 
borrowers and the 
broader community. 

If you want more 
information about 
this topic, please get 
in touch with Shea 
Weaks at (270) 554-2912 
or email at sweaks@
rvac.com.
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800.608.6548
bestwayag.comGet it Done… The Bestway!

Top Notch    Drone Trailers

SETTING THE
STANDARD FOR 
AGRICULTURAL
DRONE OPERATIONS

DT1 – Compact, Efficient, & Field-Ready
DT2 – Upgraded Capacity & Even More 

Features For Serious Drone Work
Heavy-Duty Utility Trailer With 
Multiple Uses:
   • Food Trucks
   • Competition Bar-B-Que
   • Power Sports
   • And MORE!

4
4

Whether you’re flying 
for crop scouting, 

spraying, or  
       mapping —  

these trailers are built 
to move with you!

BESTWAYDRONES.COM/COLLECTIONS/DRONE-TRAILERS

BESTWAYDRONES.COM/COLLECTIONS/DRONE-TRAILERS

Alabama - 2394 Hwy. 134, Headland, AL  .................334.785.0573
Kansas - 2021 Iowa Street, Hiawatha, KS ................877.390.4480
Kentucky - 1100 New Industry Ln., Hopkinsville, KY .270.887.8550

Mississippi - 104 Eastman Street, Greenwood, MS ..334.785.0573
Mississippi - 800 Moore Street ,Invernes, MS  .........662.265.5841
North Carolina - 6345 US 301, Elm City, NC ............. 252.977.1606

From the smallest plots to the largest acreages, 
we help you get it done.

WWW.BESTWAYAG.COM  •  WWW.BESTWAYDRONES.COM
 WWW.BESTWAYSWAG.COM

lives on the farm, 
often sees guests 
enjoying quiet 
moments at sunrise, 
while watching 
butterflies, 
hummingbirds and 
yellow finches dance 
through the blooms.

Celebrate and 
create

Patrons begin their 
visit at a flat-bed 
trailer, where they 
choose a jar or small 
bucket, fill it with 
water and grab 
scissors. Then, they 
wander the rows to 
cut and create their 
own bouquets. 
Payment is simple 

— cash or Venmo.  
“It’s all on the 

honor system, and 
it’s worked really 
well,” Brooke said.

With photography 
passes available, 
families can capture 
precious memories of 
engagements, 
weddings, gender 
reveals and more. 
Colorfully painted 
wooden butterflies 
dot the landscape, 
perfect for kids and 
families to snap 
photos. Jill’s friendly 
dog, Mo, is always 
nearby, happy to 
entertain visitors in 
exchange for a few 
head scratches.

From June to 
October, the farm 
transforms with the 

seasons, starting 
with daisies in late 
spring and ending 
with pumpkins in the 
fall. The on-site 
pavilion is available 
to rent for birthday 
parties, office 
retreats or a relaxing 
day with friends.

An unexpected but 
joyful benefit of 
hosting events has 
been partnering with 
local talent to offer 
art, flower arranging 
and yoga classes.

“It’s fun to see 
people channel their 
creative side at First 
Love,” Brooke said, 
with Ginger adding 
that the flowers are 
“catnip to children” 
and perfect for 
passing on their 

passion for God’s 
creation.

“Sharing something 
that we love doing is 
really rewarding,” 
Brooke said.

Plan your visit
Whether you’re 

looking to pick a 
bouquet, snap a photo 
or soak in the beauty, 
First Love Farms 
welcomes you to 
make your own 
memories among the 
blooms.

First Love Farms is 
located at 3105 KY-
125, Hickman, KY 
42050.

Find them on 
Facebook and 
Instagram or visit 
firstlovefarms.com 
for more information.

FAMILY, 
from page A1

PACE, 
from page A1

Heather Pace



Several local 
Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) 
chapters participated 
in the celebration, 
including those from 
Fulton County and 
Graves County. The 
Graves County FFA 
Chapter sent five 
student 
representatives who 
shared how their 
chapter used a 
Raising Hope grant 
the previous year to 
raise mental health 
awareness in 
agriculture. They 
also distributed 
challenge coins to 

farmers who are 
champions of mental 
health support 
within the farming 
community.

River Valley Ag 
joined the event 
alongside numerous 
farmers and 
agriculture-related 
businesses, creating 
valuable networking 
opportunities for 
both students and 
professionals.

One of the 
highlights of the day 
was the presentation 
of awards, including 
the prestigious 
“Farmer of the Year.” 
Dr. Dwayne Driskill, 
professor emeritus at 
Murray State, 
received recognition 

for his decades of 
service in 
agricultural safety. 
Since launching the 
Ag Safety course in 
1994, Dr. Driskill has 
impacted more than 
1,200 students and 
over 7,000 individuals 
through hands-on 
safety education.

Farmer 
Appreciation Day has 
quickly become an 
important annual 
tradition. By 
honoring farmers 
and fostering 
connections between 
students and the 
industry, the event 
strengthens 
Kentucky agriculture 
for generations to 
come.
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TERMS OF AUCTION: Cash, credit card, or check day of sale with proper ID.  
10% buyer premium added to final bid. DIRECTIONS From I 24 Paducah Exit 
3 & Cairo Rd.: Head west on KY-305 W/Cairo Rd. / Old Cairo Rd. Passing 
Olivet Church Rd. +/- 1.2 miles arriving at auction site on left.  Signs posted.

ATTENTION COLLECTORS! GENERAL PUBLIC INVITED! 
LARGE COLLECTION OF SPORTS MEMORABILIA!

COLSONSELLS.COMFOR MORE INFO VISIT

SELLING:  VEHICLES, HUGE +/- 40 
YEAR COLLECTION OF SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, BASEBALL CARDS, 
FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL, NASCAR, 
AUTOGRAPHS, NEW CLOTHING, 
FITTED SPORTS HATS, MISC. 
COLLECTIBLES & MORE 

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
FREDDIE J. MORRIS ESTATE

H  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 2025 @ 10:00 A.M.
H AUCTION HELD @ BLONDIE’S ANTIQUES & 

COLLECTIBLES LOCATED AT 6180 CAIRO RD. 
PADUCAH, KY. 42001 OFF OF EXIT 3 & I-24.

MORE ITEMS 
WILL BE 
ADDED

LIVE ON-SITE IN PERSON! RAIN OR SHINE!

H SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25th, 2025 @ 10:00 A.M.

TERMS OF AUCTION: 15% good faith deposit due on day of sale with the balance due in 
45 days. 10% buyer premium added to final bid and included in the total contract price. 
DIRECTIONS From I 24 Paducah Exit 7: Exit on Lone Oak Road going southwest toward 
town, go approximately 1.2 miles to third traffic light. Turn right on Berger Road then right on 
Stonebrook approximately one-quarter mile. Follow street as it goes left then take the first right. 
House is second on right, sitting on a small hill. Approximately .24-acre yard.  Signs posted. 

Il. Auct. Lic. # 441.001140
In. Auct. Lic # AU10400042

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

H 905 STONEBROOK COURT, PADUCAH, KY 42003

HOME WITH 2 BEDROOMS & 2 BATHS 
SITUATED IN STONEBROOK ESTATES. 

ATTRACTIVE & QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD!

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

ATTENTION HOMEBUYERS & INVESTORS!

FREDDIE J. MORRIS ESTATE

HOA IN 
EFFECT

COLSONSELLS.COM

Ky. Auct. Lic # P939
Ky. RE Lic # 58391

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! AUCTION HELD ONSITE!

SHOWINGS BY APPOINTMENTSHOWINGS BY APPOINTMENT

DRISKILL, 
from page A1

Fulton County FFA students  Abryona Tucker, left, and 
Cara Capps.

Photo submitted

Commissioner of Ag Jonathan Shell, Keith Lowry with 
student at Farmer Appreciation Day

Photo submitted

Graves County FFA students, Maddox Stamper and Bryce Collier, at Farmer Appreciation Day.
Photo submitted



By Reese Eddleman 
& Abree Warren

September 15-19, 
2025 was the first 
ever Kentucky “All 

in for Ag” week 
across the state, an 
initiative organized 
by Agriculture 
Commissioner, 
Jonathan Shell and 

the Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture. 
Carlisle County 
FFA celebrated the 
initiative by 

hosting the first Ag 
Day for Carlisle 
County School 
District on 
September 17th. 
Students from 
kindergarten 
through 12th grade 
came together to 
learn and explore 
the importance of 
agriculture in 
everyday life. The 
event featured 
hands-on activities, 
interactive 
learning stations, 
and opportunities 
to connect with 
both animals and 
technology all led 
by CCHS FFA 
members. 

One of the main 
focuses of the day 
was Ag Safety, 
where students 
learned about the 
importance of 
staying safe around 
farm equipment. 
They were shown 
how to operate 
machinery 
properly including 
ATVs and tractors. 
Presenters also 
emphasized the use 
of personal 
protective 
equipment (PPE) 
and explained why 
specialized gear is 
essential for safety.

The Ag Applied 
session gave 
students the chance 
to see agriculture 
in action. To keep 

students engaged, 
presenters used 
edible foods to 
represent the 
different soil 
layers. This 
creative activity 
turned a classroom 
lesson into a sweet 
treat.

At the Soil 
Science station, 
students worked 
with the Carlisle 
County Soil 
Conservation 
District to discover 
how vital healthy 
soil is for growing 
crops. They learned 
about the nutrients 
that make it 
possible to produce 
the food we eat 
everyday.

The Petting Zoo 
was a favorite stop 
for many. Children 
and teachers alike 
enjoyed interacting 
with the animals, 
from donkeys and 
cows to ducks, 
rabbits and 
chickens. This 
station served as a 
reminder of the 
care and 
responsibility that 
goes into raising 
livestock.

The Plant Science 
station taught 
students how to 
care for plants. 
Each participant 
was given a zinnia 
seed, which they 
potted and took 

home. They also 
learned why 
watering on 
specific schedules 
is important and 
how plants depend 
on sunlight intake 
to thrive.

At the Ag 
Technology station, 
students caught a 
glimpse into the 
future of farming. 
With tools like 
drone systems and 
smart machinery, 
they saw how 
modern technology 
is helping farmers 
work more 
efficiently and 
sustainably. This 
station also 
highlighted how far 
agriculture has 
come and the 
promising 
direction it 
continues to move.

Ag day was more 
than just a 
celebration, it was 
a reminder of how 
deeply agriculture 
affects our daily 
lives. By blending 
fun, education, and 
hands-on 
experiences, the 
event helped 
students better 
understand the 
vital role 
agriculture plays in 
feeding the world 
and shaping the 
future.
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From Soil to Technology: 
Carlisle County students go ‘All in for Ag’

NMLS# 474502

|  800.653.4301

KENTUCKY - Clinton, Fancy Farm, Kevil, LaCenter, Wickli�e
TENNESSEE - Dresden, Dyersburg, Martin, South Fulton

Proudly serving in:

Good People to Turn to...
In Every Farming Season

Our Ag Lending Team is ready to get started on your ag loan today!
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BUY, SELL, AND TRADE DAILY

815-889-4191 or Fax 815-889-5365
301 E. Frederick St. H Milford, ILHJim Mowrey

815-471-9610
Jon Mowrey

815-471-4191

For more information on auctions, 
like us on Facebook, Twitter, 
or text Mowrey to 33222 for 

notifications!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

Online bidding by Level. Go to mowreyauction.com 
and click bid online to sign up today!

www.mowreyauction.com

Auctions start at 8:00 A.M. CST

NEXT AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17TH

NO AUCTIONS IN OCTOBER &  NOVEMBER
Can’t make it to our auction? We offer online bidding!

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

The Graves County 
FFA Chapter has been 
active over the past 
few weeks, 
participating in 
several leadership, 
educational, and 
competitive events 
across Kentucky.

Seniors Mannix 

Hamilton and Maddox 
Stamper represented 
the chapter at the 
Kentucky FFA Rising 
Sun Conference on 
September 12–13 at the 
Kentucky FFA 
Leadership Training 
Center in 
Hardinsburg. They 
joined chapter leaders 
from across the state 
to share strategies for 

“Let It Grow,” 
focusing on engaging 
members at the local 
level.

Senior Carter 
Keeling competed in 
the Kentucky FFA 
State Tractor Driving 
Contest after earning 
a second-place finish 
at the regional 
competition in April. 
The state contest took 

place September 13 at 
the Leadership 
Training Center.

Graves County FFA 
also celebrated All in 
for Ag Ed Week, 
declared statewide by 
Kentucky 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture Jonathan 
Shell. Members 
visited 17 classrooms 
across five elementary 

schools to read 
agriculture-themed 
children’s books, 
helping students learn 
about agriculture in 
fun and engaging 
ways.

On September 17, 
five chapter members 
attended the KDA 
Farmer Appreciation 
Day at Murray State 
University. Students 

networked with 
industry 
professionals, 
presented on the 
chapter’s Raising 
Hope Grant projects, 
and distributed 
challenge coins to 
local farmers 
promoting mental 

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

BALLARD 
MEMORIAL — 
Students in the 
Ballard Memorial 
High School FFA 
chapter have had an 
outstanding year, 
showcasing their 
skills and leadership 
both in the classroom 
and at statewide 
competitions.

Recently, the 

school’s greenhouse 
class completed a 
hands-on project 
building plant boxes 
for middle school 
students. The project 
was well-received, 
with finished boxes 
praised for their 
craftsmanship and 
creativity. These 
activities highlight 
the chapter’s 
commitment to 
practical learning and 
community 

engagement.
On the competitive 

side, the Ballard 
Memorial FFA 
welding team, 
consisting of Nic 
Boulton, Lance Scott, 
Bradon McCuiston, 
and Miley Nichols, 
earned the regional 
championship for the 
2024–2025 season. 
Their victory 
qualified them to 
compete at the 
Kentucky State Fair, 

where they 
represented the school 
with pride, ultimately 
placing sixth overall 
in the state 
competition.

The chapter also 
celebrated individual 
achievements.  
Several other students 
earned their State 
FFA Degree at the 
2025 Kentucky FFA 
Convention, 
recognizing their 
leadership, 

dedication, and skill.
“These 

achievements are a 
testament to the hard 
work of our students 
and the guidance they 
receive,” said FFA 
advisor Ryan 
Buchanan. “Placing at 
the state level is 
important not only for 
the students’ personal 
growth but also for 
the reputation of 
Ballard Memorial 
High School. It shows 

what our students can 
accomplish with 
dedication and 
teamwork.”

With hands-on 
projects, regional 
championships, and 
state recognition, the 
Ballard Memorial 
FFA chapter 
continues to make a 
strong impact in both 
their school and the 
wider agricultural 
community.

Ballard Memorial FFA shines at 
regional and state competitions

Graves County FFA in Action: 
Competition, and Community Service

see ACTION, 
page A6
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health awareness in 
agriculture.

The chapter 
welcomed 37 new 
members at the 
annual FFA Racer 
Round Up on 

September 19 at 
Murray State 
University. Students 
participated in 
leadership sessions, 
set goals, and explored 
Career Development 
Events with peers 
from across Kentucky 
and Tennessee.

Additionally, the 

FFA Horsemanship 
team competed in the 
Kentucky FFA State 
Horsemanship Contest 
at Murray State on 
September 13, earning 
second place overall. 
Individual placings 
included Grace Hurley 
(1st), Riley Sue Smith 
(2nd), Averi Webb 

(2nd), and Callie 
Champion (3rd).

Looking ahead, the 
chapter will host 2nd 
Grade Cowboy Day on 
October 16–17 and 
attend the National 
FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis from 
October 29 to 
November 1.

Active FFA 
participation provides 
students with 
leadership skills, 
career preparation, 
and opportunities to 
give back to their 
community. The 
Graves County 
Chapter continues to 
demonstrate the 

importance of 
involvement—not 
only for personal 
growth but also in 
fostering a strong 
connection between 
the school, 
agriculture, and the 
local community.

ACTION, 
from page A5

FFA Racer Round Up at Murray State - 37 new Graves County FFA members attended



By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

For generations, 
farmers have relied 
on their instincts to 
manage stored 
grain—climbing 
bins, scooping 
samples, or hoping a 
hot spot doesn’t 
spoil weeks of hard 
work. But now 
there’s a better way 
to monitor and 
protect grain that 
saves time, reduces 
losses, and provides 
peace of mind.

That solution is 
GSI’s GrainVue 
system, available 
locally through 
Jason Workman at 
Workman Bins Inc 
in Mayfield. 
GrainVue takes the 
guesswork out of 
grain management 
by tracking 
temperature, 
moisture, and 
inventory inside the 
bin in real time. 
With automated fan 
controls, the system 
can cool, dry, 
rehydrate, or safely 

store grain without 
constant oversight.

“GrainVue can be 
added to new or 
existing bins, which 
makes it a great 
option for any 
operation,” said 
Workman. “Farmers 
really like being able 
to log in from their 
phone or computer 
to check conditions 
or even send 
instructions to the 
system. It’s a huge 
benefit.”

GrainVue connects 
to the cloud through 
a built-in cellular 
signal, delivering 
updates and alerts 
straight to the 
farmer’s device. 
That means no more 
climbing ladders or 
guessing what’s 
happening inside the 
bin.

The system offers 
big advantages:

Save time and 
energy: Fans run 
only when outside 
conditions are 
favorable, 
maximizing 
efficiency.

Protect profits: 
Receive alerts before 
spoilage spreads and 
grain quality is lost.

Boost yield: 
Rehydrate soybeans 
back to market 
standards and 
recover valuable 
bushels.

Store longer with 
confidence: 
Automated aeration 
prevents 
condensation and 
spoilage during 
warmer months.

Workman also 
noted the system is 
modular, allowing 
farmers to start 
small and expand 
features as they see 
results. “We’ve 
already sold several 
systems, and 
farmers are 
impressed with how 
easy it is to use and 
the difference it 
makes,” he said.

For many, 
GrainVue more than 
pays for itself. Just 
by rehydrating 
soybeans harvested 
too dry, farmers can 
recover thousands of 

dollars in additional 
value. Add in the 
energy savings and 
reduced grain loss, 
and it’s easy to see 
why growers are 
calling this 
technology a game-
changer.

Farmers interested 

in learning more or 
seeing a 
demonstration are 
encouraged to 
contact: Jason 
Workman – 
Workman Bins Inc 
at 400 Opportunity 
Drive, Mayfield, KY 
or call 270-209-0259.

“Protecting your 
grain is protecting 
your investment,” 
Workman said. 
“GrainVue gives 
farmers the tools to 
do that smarter, 
safer, and more 
profitably.”
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By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

The Fulton County 
FFA chapter has been 
on the move this 
September, taking 
part in several major 
events that highlight 
the importance of 
agriculture in schools 
and communities.

Students recently 
lent a hand during the 
Banana Festival’s 
activities, where they 
helped educate the 
public on the vital role 
farming plays in 
everyday life. Also 
helped Anna Morgan 
with some stations she 
had set up- it was free 
for the kids. Shortly 
after, members 
attended Murray State 
University’s Farmer 
Appreciation Day, an 
annual event that 
brings together 
producers, students, 

and agricultural 
leaders for fellowship 
and recognition.

The chapter also 
participated in 
Kentucky’s All in for 
Agriculture Education 
Week, held September 
15–19. The week 
features hands-on 
lessons, contests, and 
community projects 
that tie agriculture 
into core classroom 
subjects. From science 
and math to history 
and nutrition, 
agriculture is 
showcased as a vital 
part of education and 
daily living.

The statewide 
initiative is supported 
by Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell, Lt. 
Gov. Jacqueline 
Coleman, and 
Education 
Commissioner Robbie 
Fletcher. Sixteen 

interactive programs 
are scheduled to take 
place across Kentucky 
in schools, cafeterias, 
and community 
spaces.

For Fulton County 
FFA members, events 
like these highlight 
the value of being 
involved in FFA. The 
organization not only 
builds agricultural 
knowledge but also 
teaches leadership, 
teamwork, and 
responsibility—skills 
students will carry 
with them long after 
graduation.

“FFA gives us 
opportunities to grow 
and connect with 
others,” one member 
shared. “It’s about 
more than farming—
it’s about preparing 
for the future.”

Fulton County FFA 
students at banana 
festival.

Pictured left to right, Collin DeHart, Emmarie Cermak, Kindra Louden, Cara Capps 
and Julia Crovetto at the Banana Festival.

Photo submitted

Fulton County FFA member take 
part in statewide ag events

Workman Bins Inc. offers farmers 
peace of mind with GrainVue
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FARM EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

COMING IN DECEMBER 2025

2020 JOHN DEERE 6155R 
$155,000

2012 JOHN DEERE 7215R 
$97,500

2008 JOHN DEERE 9530 
$140,000

2012 JOHN DEERE 9460R 
$139,500 

2009 JOHN DEERE 8330
$86,000

2018 JOHN DEERE 6155R 
$97,500

2020 JD 6155R TRACTOR, IVT TRANS, 
C/H/A, MFWD, 540/1000 PTO, 3 SCV, 

3PT WITH TOP LINK, 683 HOURS, 
420/80R46 REAR DUALS, 380/85R30 

FRONT TIRES, SN 1L06155RHLP960224
2008 JOHN DEERE 9530 TRACTOR, 
475 HP, 4WD, 3917 HRS, 800/70R38 

DUALS, 4 SCV, 18 SPEED POWERSHIFT, 
S/N RW9530P004400

2012 JOHN DEERE 9460R TRACTOR, 
4WD, 4216 HRS, 800/70R38 DUALS, 
5 SCV, 18 SPEED POWERSHIFT, S/N 

1RW9460RKCP004029

MFWD, C/H/A, 2748 HRS, 380/85R28 
FRONT TIRES, 460/85R38 REAR 

TIRES, 110” AXLES, RACK & PINION 
REAR AXLES, 3 SCV, 540/1000 
PTO, 20 SPEED POWER QUAD, 

LHR, 4100 PROCESSOR, ATR, S/N 
1RW6155RCJA033329 

MFWD, 4528 HRS, 420/30 FRONT 
TIRES, 480/46 REAR DUALS, 4 SCV, 
540/1000 PTO, 20 SPEED POWER 

QUAD, 43 GPM HYD PUMP, 15,000# 
HITCH, S/N 1RW7215RECA007261

2009 JOHN DEERE 8330 TRACTOR, 
7010 HRS, 480/46 REAR DUALS, 3 SCV, 

1000 PTO, 18 SPEED POWERSHIFT, 
ATR, S/N RW8330P047376

2013 JOHN DEERE 7200R
$97,500

MFWD, 3398 HRS, 420/30 FRONT 
TIRES, 480/46 REAR DUALS, 4 SCV, 
540/1000 PTO, 20 SPEED POWER 

QUAD, 59 GPM HYD PUMP, 15,000# 
HITCH, S/N 1RW7200RCDA015677 2004 JOHN DEERE 7820

$79,500
MFWD, C/H/A, 4894 HRS, 420/85R28 

FRONT TIRES, 480/80R42 REAR 
DUALS, 3 SCV, 540/1000 PTO, 16 

SPEED POWER QUAD, LHR, 1 OWNER, 
S/N RW7820R016889 

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114 • Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

(270) 881-2610  |  Delbert Roeder
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

2015 JOHN DEERE 6125M 
$59,500

MFWD, C/H/A, 4103 HRS, 14.9-24 
FRONT TIRES, 18.4-34 REAR TIRES, 

JD H260 LOADER W/ BUCKET, 3 SCV, 
540/1000 PTO, 24 SPEED POWER 

QUAD, LHR, S/N 1L06125MCEG815340

1994 CASE IH 7220
$54,500

2WD, C/H/A, 5467 HRS, 14L-16.1 FRONT 
TIRES, 460/85R42 REAR DUALS, 
3 SCV, 540/1000 PTO, 19 SPEED 

TRANSMISSION , S/N JJA0055595

KUBOTA L6060HSTC
$45,000

KUBOTA L6060 HSTC TRACTOR, 
MFWD, C/H/A, 207 HRS, 9.5-16 FRONT 
TIRES, 14.9-26 REAR TIRES, KUBOTA 
LA1055 LOADER W/ BUCKET, 1 SCV, 

540 PTO, S/N KBUL5FHCLM8B50714

JOHN DEERE 4960
$44,500

JOHN DEERE 4960 TRACTOR, MFWD, 
C/H/A, 8468 HRS, 18.4-26 FRONT 

TIRES, 520/42 REAR DUALS, 3 SCV, 
1000 PTO, 15 SPEED POWERSHIFT
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FARM EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

COMING IN DECEMBER 2025

2021 JOHN DEERE 560M 
SILAGE $42,500

1984 JOHN DEERE 4650 
29,500

2018 JOHN DEERE 640FD
$140,000

2010 CASE IH FLX4520 
$39,500 

MCFARLANE HDL1150-16
$25,000

J&M 1151 GRAIN CART
$32,500

2021 JOHN DEERE 560M SILAGE 
BALER, 540 PTO, TWINE & NET, 
7455 BALES, W/ MONITOR, S/N 

1E0560MSHMM475871

2018 JOHN DEERE 640FD FLEX 
DRAPER PLATFORM, FLIP OVER 
REEL, S/N 1H0640FDHJ0801317

4607 HRS, 750/50R26 FRONT 
TIRES, 1050/50R32 REAR 

TIRES, NEW LEADER G4 BED, 
BELT OVER CHAIN, RAVEN 
CONTROLLER, LIGHT BAR, 
AG LEADER MONITOR, S/N 

YSTC24723

J&M 1151 GRAIN CART, 1000 PTO, 
ROLL TARP, 68X50.00-32 TIRES, 

S/N 6072

2WD, 8366 HRS, 14-16.1 FRONT 
TIRES, 20.8-38 REAR DUALS, 3 

SCV, 1000 PTO, 16 SPEED QUAD 
RANGE, QUICK HITCH, S/N 

RW4650H009288

MCFARLANE HDL1150-16 
HARROW, 50’, S/N 23479

2015 JOHN DEERE 640FD
$27,500

2015 JOHN DEERE 640FD FLEX 
DRAPER PLATFORM, FLIP OVER 
REEL, S/N 1H0640FDTF0775684 

*WAGON NOT INCLUDED*
2015 JOHN DEERE 5055E

$16,500
2WD, CANOPY, 456 HRS, 7.50-16 
FRONT TIRES, 22.5LLX16.1 TURF 
TIRES (WITH 14.9-28 AG TIRES), 
1 SCV, 540 PTO, 12 SPEED, S/N 

1PY5055ECF3112718

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114 • Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

(270) 881-2610  |  Delbert Roeder
Randy Yarbro - 731-394-8563  •  Adam Roeder - 270-348-1346

1998 CASE IH 2366 
$16,500

1998 CASE IH 2366 COMBINE, 
4WD, 5150/4032 HRS, 30.5-32 
FRONT TIRES, 18.4-26 REAR 

TIRES, CHOPPER W/ SPREADER, 
MAURER EXTENSIONS, S/N 

JJC0185907

1993 JOHN DEERE 6500
$14,000

1993 JOHN DEERE 6500 
SPRAYER, WIDE FRONT, 

60’ BOOMS, 2472 HRS, 420 
GAL TANK, HYDROSTAT, JD 

RATE CONTROLLER, S/N 
N06500X000613

2014 E-Z TRAIL 510
$12,500

2014 EZ TRAIL 510 GRAIN CART, 
ROLL TARP, 1000 PTO, LOW USE, 

S/N A153803

2012 JOHN DEERE 635F
$12,500

2012 JOHN DEERE 635F FLEX 
PLATFORM HEADER, S/N 

1H00635FCC0745686
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Kean Schnieber of 
Clark County has 
been selected as 
Kentucky’s 
American Soybean 
Association (ASA) 
Corteva Agriscience 
Young Leader for 
2025-2026. Now in its 
forty-second year, 
this national 
program allows 
young soybean 
farmers from 
around the country 
to gather for a 
challenging 
leadership 
experience. The 
Young Leaders 
program offers the 
opportunity for 

participants to 
enhance their 
leadership skills as 
well as meet and 
learn from other 
young leaders. This 
program trains 
leaders with the 
hope that they will, 
at some point, serve 
in a leadership 
capacity in the 
soybean 
organization. 

Schnieber did not 
grow up on a farm, 
but jokingly says, “I 
got there as quick as 
I could.”  As a high-
school sophomore 
growing up in the 
suburbs of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, a 
friend’s father asked 
him if he’d like to 
help on his cow/calf 
operation, and 
young Kean was 
hooked. He is a 
graduate of the 
University of 
Kentucky’s Martin-
Gatton School of 
Agriculture 
(December 2022) 
with a degree in 

Agricultural 
Economics and 
currently farms 
with friend and 
mentor Brennan 
Gilkison. 

Schnieber is ready 
for the challenge, 
and in his interview 
for this prestigious 
program he stated 
that he wants to give 
back to the industry 
that he loves – on 
that has given so 
much to him. His 
first encounter with 
the Kentucky 
Soybean Board was 
when he was chosen 
by the United 
Soybean Board 
(USB) for its See for 
Yourself Mission. 
USB says that 
“seeing is 
believing,” and 
gives U.S. soybean 
farmers an inside 
look at the 
customers, facilities, 
and opportunities 
that the checkoff 
makes possible. 

As part of his 
status as Kentucky’s 

ASA Corteva 
Agriscience Young 
Leaders, Schnieber 
will serve as an 
ex-officio member 
on the board of the 
Kentucky Soybean 
Association. Young 
Leader duties begin 
at the beginning of 
December when 
Young Leaders from 
across the United 
States will travel to 
Corteva corporate 
headquarters in 
Johnston, Iowa, for 
part one of a two-
part training 
session. Part two 
will take place in 
late February 
during Commodity 
Classic in San 
Antonio, Texas.

This program is 
one that the 
Kentucky Soybean 
Board invests in 
each year, and it has 
helped to fill 
Kentucky 
agriculture’s 
leadership pipeline 
since 1984. 

2025-2026 Kentucky ASA Corteva Young Leader Kean 
Schnieber is pictured with Rivers Gilkison in one of 
Gilkison Farm’s numerous soybean fields. 

Kean Schneiber chosen as Kentucky’s 
ASA Corteva Young Leader

2-DAY FALL
LOUISVILLE AUCTION
December 9th & 10th • 9 am

KY Exposition Center, 978 Phillips Lane • Louisville
Bunch Brothers Auctioneers are 

proud to return to Louisville, KY for 
the FALL Louisville Auction.

The auction will be conducted for area contractors, 
dealers, rental houses and individuals.

NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

For more information or to receive a consignor’s packet contact Steven Bunch
(270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or Lori Bunch (lori@bunchbrothers.com)

www.bunchbrothers.com

P.O. BOX 175 ★ Wingo, KY 42088
270.748.8080 ★ Fax: 270.376.2997

Steven J Bunch
Auctioneer
Joe Bunch

Auctioneer

Selling Heavy Equipment, Trucks, 
Trailers, Attachments & More!!!
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Call to make an appointment with a Byron Seeds Forage Specialist Today.

800-801-3596 Craig Cohron
270-202-9346 

ccohron@
hotmail.com

• FiberGest - High sugar and stalk
density means highly digestible
corn silage

• SofStarch - Highly-digestible
starch, excellent rumen retention
and digestibility

• Agronomics - Top-notch
agronomics paired with ear flex
and stalk expansion means more
digestible starch and fiber harvested
per acre

KingFisher and Red Tail corn 
is selected for superb fiber 
digestibility and top-shelf 
agronomics

Don’t miss out on the consistent digestible
energy of KingFisher and Red Tail corn.

√ Selecting the best improved grasses
√ Developing grass-based systems
√ Teaching grass management
√ Promoting soil health with grass
√ Renovating pastures effectively

LEADERS IN GRASS

WASHINGTON 
— U.S. Hemp 
Roundtable has 
launched its 
“National Farmer 
Advisory Council,” an 
initiative dedicated to 
empowering 
American hemp 
farmers and 
championing sensible 
policies that foster 
industry growth while 
safeguarding 
consumers.  

The Farmer 
Council, led by hemp 
farmers Brian 
Furnish (Kentucky) 
and Ken Meyer (South 
Dakota), will serve as 
a resource for 
decision makers, 
federal and state, who 
are considering 
regulatory and 
legislative changes 
that impact the hemp 
industry. At the time 
of launch, the Farmer 
Council had 33 
members from 18 
states who are 
dedicated to 
sustaining and 
growing this uniquely 
American hemp 
market that has 
created opportunity 
and revenue for 
farmers.   

The 2018 Farm bill, 
authorized by 
Congress, opened the 
door for the hemp 
industry, legalizing 
products with low 
levels of THC. Since 
its passage, hemp has 
grown to a more than 
$28.4 billion industry, 
with farmers making 
up more than 24% of 
the marketplace ($6.86 
billion of the total 
economic impact). 
When comparing 
hemp to other crops, 
such as soybeans at 
15% and corn at 
nearly 8%, hemp 
offers a unique 
economic model 
where farmers retain 
a higher share of 
profits, further 
building upon a more 
profitable market for 
American agriculture.  

Beyond fiber and 
topics, hemp farmers 
are a key 
developmental 
component of all 
hemp products 
consumers have come 
to trust. Changes at 
any level have an 
impact on the entire 
industry, especially 
farmers. Without the 

option of grain, floral 
and fiber markets, 
farmers lose a vital 
risk-management 
tool, an avenue for 
profitability, and a 
sustainable crop 
choice. 

“Growers have 
adapted over time, 
investing countless 
hours and dollars into 
building sustainable 
operations that 
support a diverse 

marketplace for 
hemp,” said Brian 
Furnish, Ananda 
Hemp President of 
Global Production. 
“Instead of hampering 
these opportunities 
with misguided policy 
changes, Congress 
should celebrate 
farmers for their 
innovation, 
supporting our efforts 
to contribute to the 
future of agriculture.”  

Rather than 
adopting language 
that recriminalizes 
the hemp-derived 
cannabinoid market 
and punishes farmer 
innovation, Congress 
has an opportunity to 
adopt responsible, 
science-based 
consumer protections 
and allow sensible 
regulations through 
the FDA, USDA, and 
EPA. This includes 

mitigating 
inappropriate youth 
consumption through 
age restrictions as 
well as uniform 
standards for 
manufacturing, 
testing, labeling, and 
packaging. 

“The hemp industry 
is still in its infancy, 
primed to unlock 
untapped potential 
through further 
research and 

development,” said 
Ken Meyer, Complete 
Hemp Processing 
Co-Founder. 
“Together, the 
Farmer Advisory 
Council and Congress 
must work together to 
remove barriers for 
economic 
development and 
ensure the protection 
of farmers, 
businesses, and 
consumers.”

U.S. Hemp Roundtable launches 
National Farmer Advisory Council
Leading the charge to amplify the voices of  American farmers  
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15

BID ON-LINE @ www.edgepipeline.com (Dealers) 
equipmentfacts.com (Public) 

 Call McKayla for more information 
260.489.2776 

By Bailey Vandiver

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
As a child, Maddy 

Barrie loved to learn 
about rocks, slime 
and human organs.  

“I always had this 
childlike curiosity 
because of how my 
mom raised me,” 
Barrie said.  

When they weren’t 
doing science kits 
together, Barrie and 
her mom were 
volunteering in the 
Chicago area. Those 
two childhood staples 
led Barrie to her 
desire to help people 
in her career — and 
public health has 
proven to be the right 
field for her.  

Now a University 
of Kentucky senior 
studying health, 
society and 
populations in the 
College of Arts and 
Sciences and a 
member of the 2025 
cohort of Students 
Participating as 
Ambassadors for 
Research in 
Kentucky (SPARK) 
Program, Barrie is 
researching how the 
Kentucky 

Cooperative 
Extension Service 
has worked to 
improve public 
health over the years.  

SPARK trains 
undergraduate 
students to conduct 
impactful research to 
improve health 
disparities.  

“Undergraduate 
research gives 
students a real-world 
window into the 
careers they’re 
considering,” said 
Nicole Breazeale, 
associate extension 
professor in the 
Department of 
Community and 
Leadership 
Development. “It’s 
sparked a passion 
that led Maddy to 
consider a future in 
the health sciences 
and community-
engaged research. 
That kind of clarity 
and purpose is one of 
the most powerful 
outcomes of 
undergraduate 
research.” 

Breazeale is 
Barrie’s mentor for 
her SPARK project, 
which is supported 
by The Bill Gatton 

Foundation Grant 
Challenge Grant, 
titled “Synergizing 
Extension Health 
Partnerships.”   

“This grant project 
is focused on 
building stronger 
partnerships between 
Extension and 

health-related 
organizations,” 
Breazeale said. 
“Within that effort, 
Maddy has been a 
driving force in 
helping us learn from 
the past and imagine 
new ways Extension 
can improve health 
in Kentucky 

communities—
whether that’s 
human, animal or 
environmental 
health.” 

Over the past year, 
Barrie has studied 
how Extension 
programs across the 
country partner to 
improve health. For 
her independent 
research project, she 
is interviewing 
Extension Agents 
and administrators 
who were involved in 
the rollout of HEEL 
(Health Education 
through Extension 
Leadership), an 
early-2000s initiative 
that brought health 
to the forefront of 
Extension work. 
Learning from those 
who did this work in 
the past helps inform 
a more sustainable 
model for the future.  

Breazeale has a 
passion for 
qualitative data 
collection that draws 
from storytelling 
methods and 
techniques, which 
has expanded 
Barrie’s research 
experience.  

“I went from hard 

science in a bench 
lab, and now I just 
want to hear people’s 
stories,” Barrie said. 
“It’s so powerful.”  

Maddy used photo-
elicitation strategies 
to unlock important 
memories and 
lessons from so many 
years ago about 
Extension 
programming and its 
implementation 
process.  

As she prepares to 
graduate with her 
bachelor’s degree and 
move on to her 
master’s, Barrie is 
confident that she 
will continue to do 
community-engaged 
research.  

“I can’t see myself 
doing anything else 
besides staying in 
research,” she said. 
“I almost can’t 
imagine a future 
without it.”  

Learn more about 
SPARK at https://
medicine.uky.edu/
centers/chet/spark-
program. Learn more 
about The Bill Gatton 
Foundation at 
https://alumni.ca.
uky.edu/bill-gatton-
foundation.

As a member of the SPARK Program, Maddy Barrie is 
researching the University of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension’s early health initiatives.

Photo provided by Maddy Barrie

UK senior’s research supports growth of health 
partnerships in Cooperative Extension
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2017 MAC PINNACLE CXU613, Good 
southern ran truck, not rusty, runs and 
drives excellent! Air seat, air brakes, 
differential lock, dump valve, power 
windows, power mirrors, heated, tilt/tele! 
Well maintained truck!
Stk. #17DEL299CXUDC ....................$22,000

2013 KENWORTH 1800, Good truck, runs 
great, clean, wet kit and blower, full gauge 
package, full locking rears, tilt/tele, air 
seat, power right window, power mirrors, 
heated mirrors! 500 HP Cummins engine. 
556,871 miles.
Stk. #13ISX556T8DC .........................$25,000

2014 MACK GRANITE GU713, Good 
truck, runs excellent, heavy duty truck, 
thick frame, air seat, air brakes, differential 
lock, dump valve, *16 ft of frame behind 
cab! 395 HP, 320,435 miles, manual 
transmission, 10 speed.
Stk. #14GU320TADC .........................$26,000

2020 FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA 
113, Good truck, runs excellent, well 
maintained! Good tires, clean cab, no rust, 
power windows, power mirrors, heated 
mirrors, differential lock, dump valve, A/S 
5th!
Stk. #20DET562CASDC ....................$25,000

2022 PETERBILT 579, Nice truck, runs 
great, clean, air seat, air bakes, differential 
lock, A/S 5th, dump valve, power 
windows, power mirrors, heated mirrors, 
fleet maintained! 430 HP, PACCA engine, 
237,715 miles.
Stk. #22MX231579DC ......................$43,000

OVER 1000 USED TRUCKS IN INVENTORY ALL THE TIME!OVER 1000 USED TRUCKS IN INVENTORY ALL THE TIME!

2008 JET 40 FT HOPPER, Nice 
trailer, excellent shape, roll tarp, steel 
composition, ladder located front and 
rear, spring suspension, all steel wheels, 
tandem axles, gross vehicle weight 65,000 
lbs.
Stk. #08JET220HOPPER ...................$17,000

2012 TIMPTE 42 FT HOPPER, Good 
trailer, roll tarp, good doors, vibrators, 
aluminum composition, 2 hoppers, knock 
rails, ladders locaed front and rear, catwalk 
front and rear, front and rear chassis, all 
ride suspension.
Stk. #12TIM390HOPPER ..................$20,000

2013 TIMPTE 42 FT X 96 IN HOPPER, 
Nice trailer, good shape, dump valve, roll 
tarp, good tires, aluminum composition, 
two speed landing gear, rear ladder, air 
ride suspension, aluminum wheels, 2 
hoppers.
Stk. #13TIM240HOPPER ..................$27,000

2026 WITZCO CHALLENGERS 52 FT X 
102 IN, New trailer, 52 ton non-ground 
bearing detach, carrying capacity, 24 ft 
well, chain tie downs, air ride with dump 
valve and lift axle, Honda pony engine, 
chain/binder storage. Factory warranty!
Stk. #26WIT005NGB52 .....................$65,000

2020 TIMPTE 40 FT HOPPER, Nice trailer, 
good shape, dump valve, good tires, good 
tarp, 2 hoppers, standard hopper type, 
manual, roll tarp, ladder front and rear, 
catwalk front and rear, 40 ft length, air ride 
suspension, aluminum/steel wheels.
Stk. #20TIM101HOPPER ..................$33,000

2020 TOPHAT 40 FT X 102 IN, Nice 
trailer, good tires, ramps, flat back, well 
length 25 ft., steel chassis, composition, 
spring suspension, wood floor, all steel 
wheels, fixed t andem rear axles, fixed 
neck. 
Stk. #20THAT248LOW ......................$20,000

2004 WALTRON 48 FT, Nice trailer, 
manual detach, dump valve, 28 ft well! 30 
ton payload capacity, steel composition, 
boom well, air ride suspension, wood 
floor, 17.5 tires, fixed axle, mud flaps, 
detachable neck.
Stk. #04WAL066DETLOW ................$20,000

1970 TRANSPORT 38 FT, Heavy duty 
trailer, excellent shape, good tires! Rear 
ramps, fixed neck, steel composition, 16 
ft well length, swing out outriggers, tie 
downs, wood floor, all steel wheels, tri rear 
axles.
Stk. #70TPORTLOW ...........................$18,000

2013 MATE 30 FT, Nice trailer, air lift axle, 
air gate, good tires, all tires on ground 
while dumping! Aluminum composition, 
top hinge gate, air gate, ladder, air ride 
suspension, fixed axle, mud flaps, tandem 
axles, aluminum wheels.
Stk. #13MATE781DUMP ..................$26,000

2006 PITTS 52 FT X 102 IN, Good trailer, 
requires wet kit, dump valve, adjustable 
ride height, air lift axle, nice trailer for 
age!, 52 ton payload capacity, removable 
gooseneck, hydraulic, steel composition, 
swing out outrigger, swing out boom well.
Stk. #06PITT466LOW ........................$35,000

1984 CMC 35 FT Good trailer, good 
shape, electric tarp, air gate! Trailer is in 
good shape for age! *No title / bill of sale 
only! Aluminum composition, top hinge 
gate, all steel wheels, fixed tandem rear 
axle, center point suspension.
Stk. #84CMC35DUMP .......................$10.000

2025 ATRO 34 FTx 102 IN, New 2025 34 
ft dump trailer, high lift gate, built with AR 
hard ox steel, 13,337 empty weight, extra 
cylinder / doghouse for easier dumping 
capabilities, front ladder, led lights, #12% 
FET must be paid with purchase.
Stk. #25ATRO611DUMP ...................$35,000

2019 INTERNATIONAL LT, Fleet truck, 
smart wheel, dual air ride seats, cruise, 
power windows, power mirrors, heated 
mirrors! *New engine from International/
less than 50,000 miles!, auto transmission,  
12 speed, overdrive, differential lock.
Stk. #19569LT ......................................$24,000

2018 INTERNATIONAL LT, Good truck, 
runs great, clean, smart wheel, dual air 
ride seats, cruise, power windows, power 
mirrors, heated mirrors! *Super nice truck, 
450 hp, A26 engine, single exhause, auto 
transmission, air ride suspension.
Stk. #18HOGAN565LT ......................$18,000

2025 ATRO 34 FT X 102 IN, New 34 ft dump 
trailer, high lift gate, built with AR hard 
ox steel, 13,337 empty weight, external 
cyliner/no doghouse for easier dumping 
capabilities, front ladder, led lights, *12% 
FET must be paid with purchase.
Stk. #25ATRO397DUMP ...................$35,000

2011 FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA 125, 
Good truck, runs great, clean, fleet 
maintained, air seat, air brakes, differential 
lock, dump valve, sliding 5th wheel, 455 
HP, Detroit engine, air ride suspension, 
Class 8: 33,001 pounds or greater GVW.
Stk. #11DET820XTCAS .....................$13,000

2012 FORD F550, Good truck, runs 
excellent, nice dump bed, Ford engine, 
16 ft length, differential lock, spring 
suspension, Class 5: 16,001-19,500 
pounds GVW, 6.7L Power Stroke, auto 
transmission.
Stk. #12F550277FLAT .......................$16,000

2013 INTERNATIONAL DURASTAR 4300, 
Good truck, runs great! Hydraulic brakes, 
non-CDL truck! Class 6: 19,501-26,000 
pounds GVW, 10,000 lb. front axle weight, 
17,500 lb. rear axle weight, all steel wheels, 
230 HP, auto transmission.
Stk. #134300199SAFLAT ..................$10,000

2016 CATERPILLAR D5K2 XL, Nice 
machine, good used condition, clean 
cab! Tight blade, 6-way blade tilt, ROPS, 
enclosed interior, joystick operator 
controls, A/C and heat, GPS ready, 
Powertrain, powershift transmission.
Stk. #16CATD5DOZ ...........................$65,000

2010 INTERNATIONAL DURASTAR 4300, 
Good truck, runs great, clean, air seat, air 
brakes, differential lock, nice bed, 230 
HP, spring suspension, single rear axles, 
International engine, auto transmission,  
Class 6: 19,501-26,000 pounds GVW.
Stk. #104300266SAFLAT ..................$12,000

2012 DEERE 450J, Nice machine, runs 
and operates excellent! 6-way blade 
tilt, track type chassis, ROPS, joystick 
operator controls, Powertrain, powershift 
transmission, John Deere engine, 6,418 
hours.
Stk. #12JD450DOZ ............................$40,000

2023 AGROTX NT30, New machine, 
runs and operates excellent, auxiliary 
hydraulics for extra hook ups, side swing 
boom, hydraulic blade, Kubota diesel 
engine, 4650 lbs, led light package,  
backfill blade, 11 hours.
Stk. #23AGNT30EXC..........................$20,000

2006 CATERPILLAR D5N XL, *New set 
of tracks and rails included in price / see 
pics! Nice machine, runs and operates 
excellent, ROPS, 6-way blade tilt, lever 
operator controls, heater, cloth seat, 3 
speed, powershift transmission.
Stk. #06CATD5NDOZ ........................$45,000

1999 KOMATSU PC228US LC-1, Good 
machine, runs and operates excellent, 42 
inch bucket, Cummins engine / strong 
hydraulics, steel track, 31.5 track shoe 
width, ROPS, enclosed, 130 HP, 7,847 
hours, standard reach.
Stk. #99KOMPC228EXC....................$20,000

2010 KOMATSU PC350 LC-8, Nice 
machine, runs and operates excellent, 
nice cab, tight machine, 56 inch bucket, 
clean overall shape! Bolt on pads, ROPS, 
enclosed interior, A/C and heat, 260 HP, 
11,203 hours, 
Stk. #10KOM350EXC .........................$40,000
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licensed in 
Kentucky & Tennessee

Residential, commercial & irrigation wells

sales • service • well repair

270-247-6658
Alan Burgess • www.burgesswaterwellsinc@gmail.com

95 State Route 131 • Mayfield, KY 

WE OFFER:
• Dependable Service 
• Fast Unloading 
• Competitive Grain Prices
• Grain Pick-up on the Farm

Facility Manager:  Jon Pounds 
Grain Merchandisers:  Jason Renaud, Ben Metsker

618-748-9272  •  1-800-851-4012
For Current Market Information

CGB CONTINUTES TO BE ONE OF THE LARGEST SHIPPERS OF GRAIN ON THE INLAND RIVER SYSTEM

LOUISVILLE, KY 
— Kentucky Farm 
Bureau (KFB) is 
proud to announce 
the launch of its 
rebranded 
podcast,“Let’s Get 
Rural.” The podcast, 
co-hosted by KFB’s 
Renee Carrico and 
Matt Hilton, offers a 
dynamic platform 
for conversations 
with Kentucky’s 
farmers, 
agricultural leaders 
and rural 
communities.

“Let’s Get Rural” 
brings a fresh 
identity to the same 
trusted storytelling 
listeners have come 
to know from KFB 
Studios, the media 
production arm of 
KFB. Each episode 
is designed to 
connect listeners 

with the heart of 
Kentucky 
agriculture— from 
planting and calving 
season updates to 
philanthropic 
activity recaps to 
live recordings at 
local ag education 
events, and more.

“Farmers’ stories 
deserve to be told in 
ways that are both 
authentic and 
engaging,” said 

Carrico, who raises 
beef cattle and hay 
in Washington 
County and serves 
as KFB’s 
Commodity 
Division Director. 
“Through ‘Let’s Get 
Rural,’ Matt and I 
are excited to 
showcase the 
passion, resilience 
and innovation that 
define Kentucky 
agriculture.”

Carrico brings 
first-hand 
experience as a 
lifelong farmer and 
leader in KFB’s 
environmental and 
policy programs, 
while co-host 
Hilton, Manager of 
KFB Studios, draws 
on his extensive 
background as a 
producer and 
interviewer for the 

Emmy Award-
winning programs 
“Bluegrass & 
Backroads” and 
“The KFB Show.” 
Together, their 
perspectives — “the 
Aggie” and “the 
City Slicker” — 
create a lively mix 
of insights and 
humor.

“With Renee’s 
deep roots in 
agriculture and my 
curiosity as an 
‘adopted aggie,’ we 
want to bring 
listeners 
conversations that 
are both educational 
and entertaining,” 
Hilton said. “We 
hope people will 
tune in to hear not 
only about the 
challenges farmers 
face but also how 
much they love 

their work, and the 
incredible ways 
they serve their 
communities.”

KFB launched the 
podcast in response 
to the medium’s 
growing popularity 
among rural 
Americans of all age 
groups. “As we find 
ourselves in the 
truck hauling grain, 
in the tractor 
putting out hay, or 
as the unlucky night 
shift driver on a 
family vacation to 
Florida, many 
people have moved 
from a music 
playlist to audio 
books and 
podcasts,” said 
Carrico. “As they 
get to know us, we 
encourage our 
listeners to think 
about sharing their 
own stories. We 
would love to sit 
down with them for 
a conversation on a 
future episode.”

The podcast is 
available now, with 
new episodes 
released regularly. 
Listeners can find 
“Let’s Get Rural” on 
major podcast 
platforms and 
through the KFB 
website at https://
www.kyfb.com/
federation/lets-get-
rural-podcast/.

ABOUT 
KENTUCKY FARM 
BUREAU

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau is the state’s 
largest general farm 
organization with 
more than 485,000 
member families.

Kentucky Farm Bureau launches 
rebranded podcast:

 ‘Let’s Get Rural’
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FRANKFORT 
— The Kentucky 
Agricultural 
Development Board 
approved $955,113 for 
agricultural 
diversification and 
rural development 
projects across the 
Commonwealth 
Friday at its monthly 
board meeting.

“Projects, like the 
ones approved today, 
serve to strengthen 
the agricultural 
framework that 
makes up our 
communities and our 
state,” Commissioner 
of  Agriculture and 
Board Chair 
Jonathan Shell said. 
“The Kentucky 
Agricultural 
Development Board 
is working to grow 
our economy by 
diversifying our 
agricultural base, 
benefiting all of  
Kentucky.”

County and State 
Funded Projects

Joseph Dale 

Bentley was 
approved up to 
$51,300 in state funds 
for the construction 
and expansion of  a 
small ruminant 
facility. For more 
information, contact 
Joseph D. Bentley at 
joebentley@hotmail.
com.

Organic 
Association of  
Kentucky was 
approved up to 
$209,000 in state 
funds for one year to 
support three core 
OAK programs. For 
more information, 
contact Brooke D. 
Gentile at brooke@
oak-ky.org.

County Programs

County 
Agricultural 
Incentives Program 
(CAIP)

CAIP provides 
Kentucky 
agricultural 
producers with 
cost-share assistance 
on practices to allow 

them to improve and 
diversify their 
current farm 
operations. CAIP 
covers a wide variety 
of  agricultural 
enterprises in its 11 
incentive areas, 
including, but not 
limited to, beef  and 
dairy cattle; farm 
infrastructure, 
fencing, and water 
enhancement; 
equine; forage; goats 
and sheep; 
horticulture; poultry; 
swine; bees and 
honey; timber and 
technology, as well 
as energy efficiency 
and production; 
marketing; and 
value-added 
production.

Seven CAIPs, 
totaling $623,688, 
were approved by the 
board in the 
following counties:

Clark ($15,000)*
Edmonson ($50,000)
Fulton ($46,000)
Johnson ($32,250)*
Livingston ($71,838)
Shelby ($320,000)

Washington 
($88,600)*

Deceased Farm 
Animal Removal 
(DAR)

The Deceased Farm 
Animal Removal 
Program serves as a 
measure to facilitate 
the coordination of  
environmentally 
sound and cost-
effective disposal of  
deceased livestock 
for Kentucky 
producers. 

One DAR was 
approved by the 
board totaling $15,000 
in Washington 
County.

Shared-Use 
Equipment Program

The Shared-Use 
Equipment Program 
assists broad-based 
community 
organizations with 
the purchase of  farm 
equipment. The 
equipment 
purchased is made 
available for 
producer use in a 

specific county on a 
leased basis. 

Three Shared-Use 
Equipment 
Programs, totaling 
$31,625, were 
approved by the 
board in the 
following counties:

Estill ($12,000)
Washington ($8,000 

and $11,625)

Youth Agricultural 
Incentives Program 
(YAIP)

YAIP encourages 
youth to engage in 
and explore 
agricultural 
opportunities.

Two YAIPs, totaling 
$24,500, were 
approved by the 
board in the 
following counties:

Edmonson ($10,000)
Washington 

($14,500)*

All application 
periods and 
deadlines for CAIP 
and YAIP will be 

advertised locally.
* Existing 

programs receiving 
additional funding

******
The Kentucky 

Office of  
Agricultural Policy 
(KOAP), a division 
within the Kentucky 
Department of  
Agriculture, provides 
staff  support to the 
Kentucky 
Agricultural Finance 
Corporation (KAFC) 
and the Kentucky 
Agricultural 
Development Fund 
(KADF). The KADF 
is administered by 
the Kentucky 
Agricultural 
Development Board. 
KOAP ensures 
Kentucky is being 
good stewards of  
dollars from the 1998 
Tobacco Settlement 
Agreement by 
overseeing the 
boards’ investments 
into diversifying and 
supporting Kentucky 
agriculture.

Kentucky Agricultural Development Board approves more 
than $950,000 for projects across the Commonwealth

Funded projects focus on agricultural diversification, rural development
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FRANKFORT, Ky. 
–  Raising Hope, a 
Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture (KDA) 
program focused on 
farm safety, farm 
rescue, and farmers’ 
health, is providing 
grant opportunities 
for high school 
FFA, 4-H and HOSA 
– Future Health 
Professionals chapters 
to focus on those 
vital components, 
as well. Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell 
announced KDA’s 
Raising Hope program 
is investing $200,000 for 
the grants, an increase 
of  $75,000 over last 
year’s funding.

“As Kentucky’s 
Agriculture 
Commissioner, I am 
proud to support 
this initiative 
that empowers 
our high school 
student chapters to 
address vital issues 

in agriculture,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “By focusing 
on farm safety, 
farmers’ health, and 
farm rescue, we are 
investing in the well-
being of  our farming 
communities and 
ensuring that our next 
generation of  leaders 
is well-equipped to 
face these challenges. 
These grants help with 
our commitment to 
safeguard the future 
of  agriculture in 
Kentucky.”

KDA’s Raising 
Hope program raises 
awareness about 
farm safety, health 
risks, and farm 
rescue, stressing the 
importance of  training 
for farm-specific 
rescues to enhance 
safety for farmers, 
workers, and families. 
With the commitment 
of  $200,000 from 
Raising Hope, high 
school chapters for 

FFA, 4-H, and HOSA 
can apply for grants to 
host events dedicated 
to farm safety, farm 
rescue, and farmers’ 
health, both mental 
and physical. The 
money will be in 
allotments up to $5,000 
to winning chapters.

“Kentucky FFA 
is excited about the 
opportunities made 
possible through 
the Raising Hope 
Grant,” said Kristan 
Wright, Agricultural 
Education Consultant/
State FFA Advisor. 
“We have witnessed 
the tremendous 
impact these grants 
have made across 
the state, whether 
through the Challenge 
Coin Program, farm 
safety days, or farm 
safety kits. This 
year, chapters will 
have the opportunity 
to continue saving 
lives. These efforts 
teach our members 

the importance of  
giving back to their 
local communities 
and highlight the 
value of  our farmers 
and agricultural 
professionals. The 
impact of  this grant 
will be felt throughout 
the broader 
agricultural industry 
and the communities 
we serve.”

“By participating 
in the Raising Hope 
program, HOSA 
chapters across 
Kentucky are planting 
the seeds of  innovation 
where agriculture and 
healthcare intersect,” 
said Susan Readnower, 
HOSA State Advisor. 
“HOSA — Future 
Health Professionals 
is more than a student 
organization; it’s a 
pipeline preparing 
the next generation of  
leaders in medicine, 
public health, and 
allied health careers. 
With this opportunity, 

we are empowering 
students to explore 
how rural health and 
sustainable agriculture 
directly impact 
community wellness 
— raising hope for a 
healthier tomorrow. 
We look forward to 
the good that will 
undoubtedly come 
from this partnership 
of  the Kentucky 
Department of  
Agriculture, Kentucky 
FFA, Kentucky 4-H, 
and Kentucky HOSA.”

“4-H is focused on 
empowering youth 
with the skills, 
resilience, and 
confidence to thrive 
in a changing world,” 
said Carrie Derossett 
with Kentucky 4-H. 
“Kentucky 4-H is 
excited to partner 
with Raising Hope to 
provide grants to 4-H 
clubs across the state. 
These grants will pave 
the way, providing 
youth the opportunity 

to make a difference in 
farmer safety, health, 
and rescue in our 
communities.”

Raising Hope, 
which began as a 
coalition between the 
Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture and 
other agriculture, 
education, and 
healthcare institutions 
to improve the mental 
and physical health of  
farmers, was moved 
fully under the KDA 
umbrella and joined 
with the Department’s 
Farm Safety program 
in July 2024.

More information 
on the application 
process is found on the 
Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture’s 
Raising Hope website 
page at kyagr.com/
marketing/raising-
hope.html. The link for 
the grant application 
is under Forms and 
Documents on the 
right-hand side.

Grants available for high school students to 
focus on farm safety, rescue, health

High school FFA, 4-H, and HOSA chapters eligible for Raising Hope grants

Fall harvest and 
livestock” is a phrase 
that evokes rural life, 
agricultural rhythms, 
and traditional cycles 
of  farming.

Fall is a critical time 
for farmers as it 
marks the culmination 
of  the growing season. 
During this time, 
farmers gather the 
crops they’ve worked 
all spring and summer 
to grow.

Common Fall 
Harvest Crops:

Grains: Corn, wheat, 
barley, oats

Vegetables: 
Pumpkins, squash, 
potatoes, carrots, 
beets

Fruits: Apples, 
pears, grapes

Legumes: Soybeans, 
dry beans

Along with crop 
harvesting, there are a 
number of  fall 
activities that take 
place including,

Combining or 
picking crops

Drying and storing 
grains

Sorting and packing 
produce for markets

Preserving (canning, 
freezing, fermenting)

Cultural Traditions:
Fall fairs, harvest 

festivals, and 
Thanksgiving 
celebrations often 
coincide with the 
harvest season, 
celebrating abundance 
and community.

Livestock in the Fall
Fall is also a 

strategic time for 
livestock farmers, as 
they prepare animals 

and facilities for 
winter.

There are many 
livestock activities 
that need to completed 

to prepare livestock 
for the late fall, early 
winter.

Weaning: Calves, 
lambs, and kids are 

often weaned in the 
fall.

Sales: Animals may 
be sold at fall livestock 
auctions.

Culling: Farmers 
may reduce herd/flock 
sizes before winter to 
manage feed costs.

Vaccinations and 
Deworming: Pre-
winter health checks 
are common.

Breeding: For spring 
births, breeding may 
take place in late 
summer or fall.

Feeding:
Silage and hay 

harvested earlier are 
stored and rationed 
for winter feeding.

Grain rations may 
increase to help 
animals maintain 
weight and warmth.

Shelter Preparation:
Repairing barns, 

securing windbreaks, 
and bedding areas for 
warmth.

It’s time for fall harvest and livestock care
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www.rsmillsauctions.com

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
SELLERS: RALPH DEPP JACKSON ESTATE & MICHAEL HOWELL
LOCATED AT: 11091 N. JACKSON HWY (HWY 31E) - CAVE CITY

SATURDAY - SEPT 27TH, 2025 @ 10AM
809.7+/- ACRES, PRIME BARREN CO & HART CO FARMLAND, 7 FARMS, 3 HOMES,

 14 TRACTS. ONSITE AUCTION WITH ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: RUSSELL MILLS 
270-237-7625 or JOE MURPHY 270-427-8364

THIS ABSOLUTE AUCTION IS BEING SOLD PURSUANT TO BARREN CO CIRCUIT COURT ORDER 24-CI-00664 
& BARREN CO DISTRICT COURT ORDER 24-P-0016

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
SELLERS: RUBY PEDIGO ESTATE

LOCATED AT: 540 E MAIN ST - GAMALIEL, KY
SATURDAY - OCT 4TH, 2025 @ 9:00AM

AUTOMOBILE - ANTIQUES - GLASSWARE - COLLECTABLES
- PERSONAL PROPERTY - FURNITURE

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
JOE MURPHY 270-427-8364

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
LOCATED AT: P LINDSEY ROAD - BROWNSVILLE, KY

SATURDAY - OCT 4TH, 2025 @ 10:00AM
49.13 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 5 TRACTS

ONLY MINUTES TO MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK & NOLIN LAKE - WATERFALLS - 
CREEKS - CAVES - WILDLIVE GALORE - HOMESITES - SMALL FARM TRACTS

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
NATHANIEL STINSON 270-618-1227

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
LOCATED AT: YEAMAN OLATON ROAD & JOY PAYTON ROAD - OLATON, KY

SATURDAY - OCT 4TH, 2025 @ 1:00PM
128.87 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 8 TRACTS

THIS 128.87 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 8 TRACTS.  THIS FARM FEATURES OUTSTANDING 
HOME SITES - RECREATIONAL PROPERTY - WILDLIFE GALORE - SMALL FARM TRACTS AND 

MATURE TIMBER TO BE SOLD SEPARATELY AND OFFERS REGROUPED WITH THE LAND
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: BLAKE RYAN 

270-766-7908 OR BRENTON RYAN 270-766-8926

ONLINE AUCTION
LOCATED AT: 1666 JENNY ROAD - CAVE CITY, KY

SATURDAY - SEPT 27TH @ 10:00 AM thru 
TUESDAY - OCT 7TH @ 5:30 PM

136.88 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 3 TRACTS
TRACT 1: 1,536 SQ FT HOME W/2 BR, 2 BA, OPEN FLOOR PLAN; TRACT 2: 44.32 +/- AC; 

TRACT 3: 90.2 +/- ACRES
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: JESSE MUSE 270-670-9333

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
LOCATED AT: JOY PAYTON ROAD - OLATON, KY

TUESDAY - SEPT 30TH @ 10:00 AM thru 
THURSDAY - OCT 9TH @ 5:30 PM

47.62 +/- ACRES SELLING IN 1 TRACT
A TRUE HUNTER’S PARADISE!  THIS PROPERTY OFFERS EXCELLENT WILDLIFE HABITAT, NATURAL COVER, 

AND THE SECLUSION EVERY OUTDOORS MAN DREAMS OF, WHETHER YOU’RE AFTER TROPHY DEER, 
TURKEY, OR JUST PRIVATE ESCAPE, THIS TRACT HAS A SURPLUS OF POTENTIAL.
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: BLAKE RYAN 

270-766-7908 OR BRENTON RYAN 270-766-8926

LIVE AND ONLINE AUCTION
LOCATED AT: 1160 FINNEY ROAD - GLASGOW, KY

SELLER: LEON AND PATRICIA HAMMER ESTATE
SATURDAY - OCT 11TH, 2025 @ 10:00AM

PREVIEW SATURDAY - OCT 4TH @ 3PM - 5PM
RANCH HOME - APPROXIMATELY 2000 +/- SQ FT - 0.65 +/- ACRE - 3 BEDROOMS/

3 BATH - TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE - MOVE IN READY
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: JOE MURPHY 270-427-8364

AUCTION
LOCATED AT: 4930 TEMPLE HILL ROAD - SUMMER SHADE, KY

SELLER: CHAMBERS
SATURDAY - OCT 11TH, 2025 @ 1:00PM

LARGE BRICK EXECUTVE HOME - 59.41+/- ACRES SELLING 5 TRACTS
BEAUTIFUL HOME - FARM - SHOP - EQUIPMENT

FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: 
JESSE MUSE 270-670-9333

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
LOCATED AT: 1160 FINNEY ROAD - GLASGOW, KY
SELLERS: LEON AND PATRICIA HAMMER ESTATE

FRIDAY - OCT 3RD @ 10:00AM thru
MONDAY - OCT 13TH @ 5:30PM

PREVIEW SATURDAY - 0CT 4TH @ 3PM-5PM
PERSONAL PROPERTY ONLINE AUCTION - CAR - FURNITURE - GLASSWARE - 

COLLECTABLES - AND MUCH MORE
FOR MORE INFO CALL AUCTIONEER: JOE MURPHY 270-427-8364

ABSOLUTE AUCTION
LOCATED AT: L.D. BROWN AG EXPO CENTER - 406 ELROD ROAD - BOWLING GREEN

FRIDAY, NOV 14TH @ 6:00PM
ONSITE AUCTION & ONLINE BIDS ACCEPTED DURING AUCTION
AUCTION PREVIEW THURSDAY - NOV 13TH 

@ 10AM - 6PM
75+ TRACTORS OF THE JOE AND MARY JANE BOOTH COLLECTION
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Young people often 
are encouraged to 
participate in 
activities that can 
strengthen their 
minds and bodies and 
benefit their 
communities. Various 
organizations 
encourage children to 
become learners and 
leaders, including the 
youth development 
program 4-H. 

What is 4-H?
This is America’s 

largest youth 
development 
organization with a 
focus on essential life 
skills and leadership 
abilities. The four 
“Hs” in the program’s 

name refer to 
missions involving 
head, heart, hands, 
and health.

Who started 4-H?
The organization 

began in Iowa, where 
it was founded by 
school superintendent 
Oscar Benson. Benson 
was a leader in 
teaching 
demonstrations, and 
wanted to share this 
method of learning 
with young people as 
much as possible. In 
1909, he was using a 
three-leaf clover pin to 
represent head, heart 
and hands as an 
achievement award 
for farm boys and 

girls. Benson later 
worked with the 
Office of Farm 
Management in the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and 
brought his clover. 
Benson ultimately 
engineered the first 
state college-federal 
agreement for the 
promotion of rural 
youth club work.

Is 4-H just for 
farming 
communities?

While 4-H was 
originally conceived 
to introduce youth to 
agricultural work, it 
is not exclusively an 
agricultural 
organization. 4-H 

continues to offer 
animal and plant 
science projects, but 
also has expanded to 
offer a wide range of 
programs in areas like 
arts and crafts, civic 
engagement, STEM, 
and healthy living. 
4-H now reaches youth 
in urban, suburban 
and rural 
communities across 
the country. Through 
the website www.4-h.
org, interested parties 
can find their own 
local 4-H offices to get 
started. The program 
is delivered by 
Cooperative 
Extension, which is a 
community of more 
than 100 public 

universities across 
the nation.

Who is eligible for 
4-H?

The program is 
geared to youth from 
kindergarten to one 
year out of high school 
(K-13). Members enroll 
in projects that match 
their ages and 
interests. Adult 
mentors provide 
guidance and support 
to youth along the 
way.

What benefits 
come from 4-H 
participation?

The organization 
says their life-
changing programs 

help kids and teens 
learn skills and 
abilities to be 
resilient, adaptable 
and ready for work 
and life. According to 
the program, 4-Hers 
are more likely to feel 
competent, make 
healthy choices, 
contribute positively 
to their communities, 
and feel positive about 
their well-being.

In addition to 
participation in youth 
sports, scouting and 
other organizations, 
children and teens can 
get involved with 4-H 
to learn handy skills 
that can benefit them 
throughout their 
lives.

The importance of 4-H in local communities
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By Jordan Strickler and 
Jennifer Elwell

Lexington, Ky.—
University of  

Kentucky Martin-
Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food 
and Environment 
specialists and state 
partners are asking 
livestock owners and 
veterinarians to stay 
alert as New World 
screwworm (NWS) 
activity continues 
in parts of  Central 
America and Mexico. 
No animal cases have 
been confirmed in the 
United States during 
the current outbreak, 
and Kentucky herds 
remain unaffected. 
However, experts warn 
that cattle producers 
should still remain 
vigilant. 

The NWS fly is an 
obligate parasite whose 
larvae invade living 
tissue, “screwing” 
into wounds with 
mouth hooks that tear 
through healthy flesh. 
Untreated animals can 
suffer severe lesions, 
secondary infections 

and death.  
Cattle draw most 

of  the attention; 
however, sheep, goats, 
horses, companion 
animals, wildlife and 
humans can also be 
affected. Even small 
wounds, such as tick or 
insect bites, ear tags, 
castration or dehorning 
sites, can attract 
egg-laying females. 
Livestock owners also 
need to be aware that 
natural openings such 
as the nose, eyes, ears, 
anus and genitalia 
can also be a draw. As 
larvae feed, wounds 
enlarge quickly and 
often carry a strong 
odor of  decaying tissue. 

NWS sits at the 
intersection of  animal 
health, human health 
and the environment. 
One Health is the 
framework that 
links those pieces. 
In practice, this 
means veterinarians, 
physicians, 
epidemiologists, wildlife 
biologists, producers, 
laboratories and 
university researchers 
share information, 

coordinate guidance 
and act quickly when 
something suspicious, 
such as NWS infections, 
appears. 

“Cattle are large 
animals that may go 
some time between 
health checks,” 
said Hannah Tiffin, 
assistant professor in 
the UK Department 
of  Entomology. “Flies 
have ample time to 
lay eggs and allow 
the maggots to cause 
gaping wounds in 
several animals before 
the infestation is 
noticed. This is why 
knowing what to look 
for is so important, so 
that infestations can 
be caught and treated 
quickly before more 
animals are affected.” 

Why One Health is 
front and center 

In Kentucky, that 
work is already in 
motion. The Kentucky 
Department for Public 
Health (KDPH), 
Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture (KDA), 

Kentucky Department 
of  Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, Kentucky 
veterinarians from the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
and USDA Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection 
Service meet weekly 
with UK faculty to 
review new information 
on animal-to-human 
threats. These standing 
meetings now support 
screwworm monitoring, 
clinician alerts, 
laboratory routing and 
rapid reporting. The 
same playbook helps 
with ticks, mosquitoes 
and other vector-borne 
issues that affect 
people, livestock, pets 
and wildlife. 

“Although the 
current risk to the 
general public is 
very low, there is the 
concern that people 
who travel to countries 
where this fly is either 
endemic or becoming 
more common are 
at increased risk,” 
said Kathleen Winter, 
associate professor 
in the UK College 
of  Public Health’s 
Department of  
Epidemiology and 
Environmental Health 
and current state 
epidemiologist and 
director for the Division 
of  Epidemiology and 
Health Planning with 
the KDPH.  

The UK Department 
of  Entomology has 
an updated fact sheet 
to help producers 
and animal owners 
recognize NWS and 
distinguish it from 
other wound-associated 
flies. It can be found at 
https://entomology.
o2.boa.ca.uky.edu/
ef519.  

“It’s important 
to note that not all 
fly larva (maggots) 
are screwworms,” 
said Jessie Lay, 
extension animal 
health veterinarian 
in agriculture and 
natural resources. 
“While common blow 
fly larvae feed on dead 
tissue near the skin’s 
surface, screwworm 
larvae tunnel into 
healthy tissue, which 
is why they’re such 
a concern. We have 
not seen an animal 
case in the United 
States yet during the 
current outbreak, but 
are closely monitoring 
the situation at the 
southern border. For 
consumers, it is also 

important to note 
that beef  is safe to eat. 
Larvae do not persist 
on carcasses and 
processing facilities 
inspect animals at 
harvest.”  

Where NWS stands 
now 

The United States 
has considered NWS 
eradicated since 1966 
after sterile-insect 
releases, coined Sterile 
Insect Technique 
(SIT), collapsed 
wild populations. A 
permanent barrier zone 
in Panama, established 
in 2006, helps keep the 
pest to the south. When 
detections move north 
of  that line, regional 
partners release 
additional sterile male 
flies to suppress local 
populations and re-
establish control. 

During the past 
year, NWS has been 
confirmed north of  
the barrier in Central 
America and into 
southern Mexico. 
That movement raises 
the chance of  re-
introduction via animal 
movement through 
legal and illegal trade, 
stray or feral animals 
crossing borders, 
wildlife dispersal and 
travel.  

“NWS is an old foe,” 
Tiffin said. “It used 
to affect animals, 
especially cattle in 
Texas and throughout 
the South but thanks to 
the advent of  SIT, it was 
mostly eradicated from 
the US in the 1960s.” 

However, despite 
the human infection 
reported in Maryland, 
Tiffin says that human 
infections are nothing 
to keep one up at night. 

“Human infestation is 
rare,” Tiffin said. “You 
would typically know 
if  you had maggots in a 
wound, in your nose, or 
other body part, usually 
prompting immediate 
medical attention 
in people who are 
mentally and physically 
capable of  seeking 
help.” 

Market context 

The stakes are not 
purely clinical. A 1976 
Texas outbreak infested 
nearly 1.5 million 
cattle and more than 
300,000 sheep and goats 
before it was contained, 
causing large producer 
and statewide costs. 

Now recently, live-
animal import policies 
were adjusted as 
conditions changed in 
Mexico — first paused 
in late November 2024, 
restarted at a reduced 
pace this February and 
halted again on May 
11 — tightening feeder 
supplies. 

“Kentucky producers 
are watching feeder 
supplies and prices 
closely,” said Kenny 
Burdine, extension 
professor in the 
UK Department 
of  Agricultural 
Economics. “When 
news of  a travel-
associated human 
case in Maryland hit, 
futures dipped for a 
brief  time the day of  
the announcement, 
but the response was 
limited because no 
animal cases have 
been confirmed in the 
United States. There 
really wasn’t a supply 
or demand impact 
on the cattle market. 
Fundamentals still 
drive the market, 
though placements 
have been harder to 
predict since Mexican 
imports were first 
paused.” 

What producers, 
veterinarians and 
clinicians can do 

Producers should 
check animals often 
for deep, rapidly 
enlarging wounds with 
maggots, foul odor, 
persistent irritation 
or head-shaking. Pay 
close attention to small 
wounds, the navel of  
newborn calves and 
natural openings of  the 
head and perineum. 
Call a veterinarian 
right away if  something 
looks unusual; early 
detection supports 
animal welfare, protects 
neighboring herds and 
wildlife, and speeds any 
needed response. 

When transporting 
livestock, follow USDA 
requirements for 
livestock, equids and 
pets and watch for 
agency updates while 
outbreaks persist in 
Mexico. 

If  one sees a 
suspected animal 
case in Kentucky, 
they should contact 
the office of  the state 
veterinarian at (502) 
573-0282 or USDA-
APHIS Veterinary 
Services (Kentucky) at 
(502) 848-2040. 

One Health coordination is key as New World screwworm 
remains outside U.S.; Kentucky producers urged to stay alert

While the screwworm is concerning cattle producers, human infections remain extremely rare
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You’ve worked hard for your land—
now let it work for you. With the Family 
Forest Carbon Program, you can have 
a successful farm and get paid to grow 
healthy forests.

No upfront costs, no change in 
ownership, no impact on your land 
rights, just expert support to boost 
your forest’s health, and guaranteed 
payments for 20 years. 

Your land is more than property—it’s 
a legacy that can be passed down 
through generations, and we’re here to 
help you make the most of it.  

Now enrolling landowners with 30+ 
acres of forest land in 19 states. 

Put your woods to work.

Learn more at
familyforestcarbon.org 

Your forests are an asset,
just like your fields.
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FRANKFORT, Ky.  
– Recently 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture 

Jonathan Shell 
honored Kentucky’s 
farmers and the 
work they do at a 

Farmers’ 
Appreciation and 
Awards Day at 
Murray State 

University’s William 
“Bill” Cherry Expo 
Center.

“The number of 
risks farmers face 
every day on the 
farm are numerous,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “We are taking 
today to show our 
appreciation for the 
work our farmers do 
on a daily basis and 
to recognize the risk 
they take just doing 
their jobs. In 
Kentucky, we have 
made great strides to 
mitigate those risks 
and make farming 
safer than ever 
before, but one farm 
injury is one too 
many. We want 
farmers to know we 
see them and we 
appreciate them.”

The Farmer’s 
Appreciation and 
Awards Day, hosted 
by Raising Hope — a 
Kentucky 
Department of 
Agriculture (KDA) 
program dedicated 
to supporting the 
physical and mental 
well-being of 
farmers — 
celebrated this 
important initiative.

For more than 25 
years, KDA has 
encouraged safe 
practices on the 
farm through its 
Farm Safety and 
Rural Health Team, 
which provides 
educational 
resources and 
training to ensure 
the safety of farmers 
and their families. 
The team is always 
in high demand and 
on average appears 
in more than 100 
events annually.

The awards 
program was held 
ahead of the 
National Farm and 
Safety and Health 
Week set for Sept.21-
27. With a theme of 
“Safety First, Avoid 
the Worst,” the week 
encourages farmers 
and farm workers to 
always put their 
health and safety 
first.

In addition to the 
awards 
presentation, the 
day offered free 
health screenings, 
educational safety, 
health, and rescue 
booths, an 
agricultural career 
fair, and free lunch 
for attendees.

Awards 
presented during 
the event included:

Honorary 
Commissioners 

The recipients of 
this year’s Honorary 
Commissioner 
awards were 
honored for their 
work to promote 
agriculture safety 
and health, as well 
as their work in 
putting together the 
2025 Farmers’ 
Appreciation Day at 
Murray State 
University.

The honorees 
include:

Dr. Brian Hoover 
– agriculture 
systems technology 
professor with 
Murray State 
University’s Hutson 
School of 
Agriculture.

Dr. Kristie Guffey 
– professor and a 
graduate 
coordinator with 
Murray State 
University’s Hutson 
School of 
Agriculture.

Connie Gray – 
expo director with 
Murray State 
University’s Hutson 
School of 
Agriculture.

Friends of Raising 
Hope

Award recipients 
for the Friends of 
Raising Hope award 
are key partners in 
and behind the 
scenes of Raising 
Hope.

LaRue County FFA 
and LaRue County 
HOSA chapters - 

LaRue County FFA 
was awarded one of 
the Raising Hope 
grants last year and 
shared the award 
with the LaRue 
County HOSA. The 
teams came together 
to host LaRue 
County Farmers’ 
Appreciation Day.

 
Brandon Reed, 

Executive Director 
for KDA’s Office of 
Agricultural Policy, 
has worked behind 
the scenes since the 
beginning of Raising 
Hope. He worked to 
get the program’s 
first funding and has 
helped build the 
program.

Jay Hall, 
Executive Director 
of KDA’s Office of 
Agricultural 
Marketing, is one of 
Raising Hope’s team 
members. His work 
has helped ensure 
Raising Hope has all 
the resources it 
needs to be as 
successful as 
possible.

 
Farmers of the 

Year

Three Kentucky 
farmers were 
honored for their 
work to promote 
safety, and mental 
health benefits to 
their communities.

Mark Luckett, who 
has dedicated years 
of service to 
farming, agriculture 
safety, and 
advancing 
agriculture.

John Croft, who 
has dedicated his 
entire life and 
career to farm safety 
at 7 Spring Farms in 
Cadiz.

Dr. Dwayne 
Driskill, a former 
professor of 
agriculture safety 
program at Murray 
State University, 
whose work helped 
build the program.

Farmers’ Appreciation and Awards Day, hosted by Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture’s Raising Hope program, was at Murray State University’s William “Bill” 
Cherry Expo Center on Wednesday. Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell, at 
left, honored John Croft, center, as one of three Farmers of Year. Also pictured are 
Croft’s family, Katie Beth Croft and Kennedy Croft, Dale Dobson with Raising Hope, 
Miss Kentucky Ariana Rodriguez, and Joe Nichols. 

Kentucky Department of Agriculture

Farmers, farming honored at annual 
Kentucky Appreciation Day
Farm Safety and Health Week September 21-27, 2025
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By Bailey Vandiver

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
The Food 

Connection — an 
applied food systems 
center that serves 
farmers, food 
producers, students 
and community 
members — recently 
published its 12th 
annual report about 
UK Dining’s local 
procurement efforts.  

The report’s 
analysis tracks 
local food 
purchasing against 
predetermined 
benchmarks set forth 
by the University 
of  Kentucky in 
partnership with 
food service partner 
Aramark. 

The local 
procurement 
initiative began in 
2014 in response 
to feedback from 
stakeholders, both 
on and off  campus, 
regarding UK’s 
role in Kentucky’s 
agriculture and 
food system. The 
contract requires 

that UK meet annual 
Kentucky Farm and 
Food Business Impact 
(KYFBBI) purchasing 
requirements, which 
means purchasing 
foods sourced from 
Kentucky farms and 
Kentucky-based food 
businesses.  

The Food 
Connection, 
created as part 
of  the Aramark 
contract and housed 
in the Martin-
Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food 
and Environment, 
leverages local food 
systems expertise to 
support the growth 
of  the local farm 
and food economies 
across Kentucky — in 
keeping with UK’s 
land-grant mission.  

“Our team works 
closely with UK 
Dining to identify 
new Kentucky farm 
impact items to 
bring to campus and 
provides tailored 
technical assistance 
to Kentucky farmers 
who are interested in 
selling to large food 

service operations 
like UK Dining,” 
said Ashton Potter, 
executive director of  
The Food Connection.  

Since 2014, the 
initiative has resulted 
in over $31 million of  
direct investment in 
Kentucky farms and 
food businesses and 
has drawn national 
recognition and 
awards.  

“The Food 
Connection x UK 
Dining Partnership 
continues to be a 
national model for 
institutional local 
procurement,” Potter 
said.  

Some of  the report’s 
highlights include:  

Fiscal year 2025 
marks the second 
year that UK 
Dining’s contractual 
commitment for 
KYFFBI purchasing 
be at least 20% 
of  total food and 
beverage purchases. 
In previous years, 
the Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 
required a specific 

dollar amount rather 
than a percentage. 

The actual fiscal 
year 2025 KYFBBI 
total was $7,033,290, 
which represents 
43% of  UK Dining’s 
total food and 
beverage spend — 
more than double 
the contractual 
commitment. 

UK Dining spent 
$1,536,258 on 
Kentucky Farm 

Impact purchases. 
“UK’s land-grant 

mission calls us 
to strengthen 
communities across 
the Commonwealth,” 
said Laura 
Stephenson, vice 
president for land-
grant engagement 
and dean of  
Martin-Gatton 
CAFE. “The Food 
Connection and UK 
Dining partnership 

demonstrates how 
we can live out 
that mission by 
connecting Kentucky 
farmers and food 
businesses with our 
campus community.”  

Access the full 
report at https://bit.
ly/4pqA7cL. Learn 
more about The 
Food Connection 
at https://
foodconnection.
ca.uky.edu/. 

The Food Connection publishes annual 
UK Dining report; UK partnership is 

‘national model’ for local purchasing
UK Dining, working in partnership with The Food Connection, remains committed to 

local purchasing to benefit stakeholders across campus and the Commonwealth

POWER, The Food Connection and UK Dining hosted a cooking class on Oct. 22, 
2024. 

Photo by Carter Skaggs | UK Photo
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By Jennifer Elwell

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
In support of  the 

Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture’s 
(KDA) All in for 
Agriculture Education 
Week programs, 
students from 
the University of  
Kentucky Martin-
Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment created 
several lessons and 
activities to teach 
elementary students 
about agriculture. 
After a successful 
program run in 
March 2025, KDA 
planned a second 
week of  activities and 
promotion, which 
takes place from Sept. 
15-19.  

The initiative, 
designed to grow 
agricultural literacy 
and connect classroom 
learning to real-world 
skills, invited students 
in the Agricultural 
Education and 
Advocacy degree 
program in the 
Department 
of  Community 
and Leadership 
Development (CLD) 
to develop dynamic 
and age-appropriate 
explorations of  food 
systems, livestock and 
plant science.  

“Our students 
considered different 
learning styles, 
what they knew 
about the learners, 
how long they can 
stay entertained 
and what activities 
would be good for 
those age groups,” 
said Rebekah Epps, 
associate professor for 
agricultural education 

and CLD director of  
graduate studies.  

Epps said many of  
her students wanted 
to teach their lessons 
in an elementary 
classroom, such 
as “Let’s Learn 
About Kentucky 
Agriculture” and 
“Let’s Learn About 
Horses,” among other 
farm-related subjects.  

“It was a learning 
curve,” Epps said. 
“Someone came back 
and said the activity 
didn’t work. And I 
said, ‘Yes! That’s what 
I like to hear from 
someone becoming a 
teacher.’ That’s how 
we write curriculum. 
If  it doesn’t work, 
tweak it and make it 
better.” 

Agriculture 
education student 
at University of  
Kentucky.

Agricultural 
Education and 
Advocacy student 
Kennedy Springs 
said this lesson 
development process 
for transformative for 
her education.

For senior 
Kennedy Spriggs, 
the experience was 
transformative. 

“This is really a 
full circle moment 
for me,” Spriggs said. 
“Planning a lesson 
and executing it for 
All in for Agriculture 
Education Week has 
been such a great 
opportunity to utilize 
my strengths, develop 
vital skills and gain 
experience before 
stepping into an 
agriculture classroom 
of  my own.” 

Epps believes the 
lesson creation and 

refining process 
not only sharpened 
teaching skills but 
also underscored 
the importance of  
agricultural education 
in shaping informed 
consumers.  

“I taught high school 
in metro Atlanta, 
and I knew my kids 
were two or three 
generations removed 
from the farm,” 
Epps said. “That was 
perfectly fine, but 
they were all going 
to be consumers, and 
I wanted them to be 
educated consumers.” 

The experiential 
learning also 
highlighted the value 
of  working with state-
wide government 
organizations like the 
KDA, especially for 
students pursuing 
advocacy roles.  

“We try to push our 
students to take their 
passion and turn it 
into influence,” said 
Sarah Sprayberry, 
assistant professor 
and director of  
undergraduate 
studies in agricultural 
education. “When 
you make those 
connections, it 
allows you to bridge 
gaps within the 
community. A lot of  
people don’t actually 
have true agricultural 
literacy, so when we 
make those bonds, it 
allows our students to 
understand the impact 
of  those connections 
and teach people 
about agriculture.” 

In late 2024, the 
agriculture education 
degree program 
added “advocacy” 
to its name to better 
reflect the needs 
of  agriculture 
employers. 

“We truly are 
trying to build a new 
pathway,” Sprayberry 
said. “We have 
students going into ag 
law, sales and non-
profits. We’re offering 
classes on social 
media campaigns and 
policy advocacy. For 
students who love 
education but don’t 
want to be traditional 
teachers, we are their 
home.”   

The ripple effect 
of  the first All in for 
Agriculture Education 
Week extended far 
beyond individual 
classrooms. In a 

partnership among 
Commissioner of  
Agriculture Jonathan 
Shell, Lieutenant 
Governor Jacqueline 
Coleman and 
Commissioner of  
Education Robbie 
Fletcher, the initiative 
aimed to reach every 
public elementary 
school in Kentucky 
through lessons, 
field trips, contests 
and community 
engagement activities.  

“As the spring All 
in for Ag Education 
Week unfolded, it 
became clear the 
support from the 
agriculture industry, 
educators from 
across the state at 
every level and the 
community itself  was 
unprecedented,” said 
Bethany Mattingly, 
director of  KDA 
Agriculture Education 
and Outreach. “The 
UK Agriculture 
Education and 
Advocacy program 
helped lead the way 
in what agriculture 
education can look 
like at the elementary 
school level.”

Educators 
and agriculture 
community 
stakeholders are once 
again focusing on the 
impact of  farming this 
week and throughout 
the fall.  

“Our college is 
proud to be a part 
of  Commissioner 
Shell’s vision for 
strengthening 
agricultural 

education across our 
state,” said Laura 
Stephenson, vice 
president for land-
grant engagement 
and dean of  Martin-
Gatton CAFE. “When 
children understand 
where their food 
comes from and the 
role agriculture plays 
in their communities, 
we are preparing not 
only future farmers, 
but informed citizens 
and leaders. This 
partnership reflects 
the heart of  our land-
grant commitment to 
Kentucky.” 

In addition to the 
student-created 
lessons, UK Martin-
Gatton CAFE is 
donating a Kentucky 
agriculture poster to 
be part of  “harvest 
crates” full of  
teaching resources, 
which will be 
distributed to every 
public elementary 
school in Kentucky.  

Kentucky 
Cooperative Extension 
Service agents will 
also take part in 
local educational 
and advocacy events 
over the next several 
weeks.  

To learn more 
about the agricultural 
education and 
advocacy program, 
visit https://cld.
ca.uky.edu/ukaged. To 
learn more about the 
All in for Agriculture 
Education Week, visit 
https://www.kyagr.
com/marketing/Ag-
Education-Week.html

Teaching assistant Hannah Grace Childress, left, discusses the curriculum project 
with students Leslie Monhollen, center, and Jake Lyons, right.

From concept to classroom:
UK Agricultural Education and Advocacy students gain valuable skills 

through statewide initiative

Associate professor for agricultural education Rebekah Epps worked with aspiring teachers to create several 
“Let’s Learn About Kentucky Agriculture” lessons made available to volunteer agriculture educators who visit 
classrooms. Photo provided by UK Community and Leadership Development.
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100 LB. BOX
$689 - $699
 50 LB. BOX

$469
 25 LB. BOX

$259
To place an order call 859-805-1278, email stcatherinefarm@oppeace.org or visit the webpage at www.scfarmkentucky.org.

Cash, checks, credit cards and SNAP are accepted. Gift certificates are available. Follow us on Facebook.

St. Catharine sells high quality, 
consistently tender and 

delicious homegrown beef.
High-quality, homegrown antibiotic, 

steroid-, and hormone-FREE (ash-free)
Has no additives or preservatives

Source Verified EID (Electronic ID) tagged
Fed crops raised on our farms
USDA Inspected and Graded 

(Graded: choice)
Calves are raised on our farm 

and they come from our own cows
(calves are considered under 20 months).

St. Catharine Farm
Danny Ray Spalding, Farm Manager
2645 Bardstown Road • St. Catharine, KY 40081
Farming the Bluegrass State since 1822

By Jordan Strickler

Lexington, Ky.—
Horse owners 

across Kentucky 
should start planning 
now for their winter 
hay needs as this 
year’s supply is 
shaping up to be 
highly variable.  

Bob Coleman, 
equine extension 
associate professor 
with the University 
of  Kentucky Martin-
Gatton College of  
Agriculture, Food 
and Environment 
said that weather 
has been the driving 
force behind uneven 
conditions.  

“Some areas have 
gotten plenty of  rain, 
while others have 
been extremely dry,” 
Coleman said. “That 
means the hay crop is 
going to look different 
depending on where 
you’re buying it. To 
expect it to be the 
same as last year 
or years ago is not 
a good assumption. 
Where inventories are 
smaller, some people 
are keeping hay back 
to sell later, or they 
just don’t have as 
much to begin with.” 

The result is a hay 
supply that varies not 
only in availability 
but also in quality. 
In some fields, hay 
was cut later than 
usual because of  wet 
conditions. While it 

may be free of  dust 
and mold, the crop is 
more mature and less 
nutrient-rich than 
horse owners might 
expect. Coleman 
noted that this does 
not make the hay 
unusable, it simply 
means horse owners 
need to be realistic 
about what they are 
buying. 

“People may find 
that their hay isn’t 
as green as they’re 
used to, or that the 
nutrient profile 
doesn’t quite match 
past years,” Coleman 
said. “That doesn’t 
mean it isn’t safe to 
feed. It just means 

you need to know 
what you’re dealing 
with.” 

To avoid 
guesswork, it is 
strongly encouraged 
horse owners get 
their hay tested. 
Local Cooperative 
Extension Service 
offices can provide 
the tools and advice 
for collecting a 
sample and will 
help interpret the 
results from the 
horse perspective. 
This allows owners 
to balance their 
animals’ diets 
properly and make 
the most of  the hay’s 
nutrients. 

In addition to 
nutrition concerns, 
weeds are another 
issue. Coleman said 
that foxtail has been 
showing up in more 
hay fields. This plant 
can cause irritation 
and mouth sores 
in horses, making 
it a problem in the 
hay. He urged horse 
owners to closely 
inspect hay before 
purchase. 

Knowing the weight 
of  the bales one is 
buying is just as 
important as knowing 
the type of  hay. 

“If  you’re 
purchasing 100 
bales, there’s a big 

difference between 
50-pound bales and 
40-pound bales,” 
Coleman said. “That’s 
5,000 pounds of  hay 
versus 4,000 pounds. 
If  your horses require 
4,500 pounds of  hay, 
using the heavier 
bales would result 
in a slight surplus, 
while the lighter 
bales would leave 
you short. You really 
need to know what 
you’re getting, both 
in quality and in 
weight.” 

Coleman also 
recommends more 
controlled feeding 
practices.  

“Rather than 

offering free-choice 
hay, measure out 
what your horses 
need each day,” he 
said. “That helps 
reduce waste and 
makes your supply 
last longer. Also 
remember that hay 
from a second or 
third cutting could 
be different than the 
first. This makes it 
important for horse 
owners to make 
gradual changes to 
give horses time to 
adapt the same as if  
you were switching 
them from hay to 
grain.” 

Due to all of  these 
factors, Coleman 
advises horse owners 
to act early.  

“If  you know you’re 
going to need hay, 
don’t wait,” he said. 
“Line up your supply 
now and be prepared 
to work with more 
than one seller if  
necessary.” 

For those who 
cannot secure enough 
hay, alternatives are 
available. Processed 
forage products such 
as alfalfa cubes, 
alfalfa-grass cubes 
or commercial hay 
pellets can help fill 
the gap.  

For more 
information about 
hay testing and 
feeding strategies, 
contact your local 
county extension 
office. 

Horse owners need to be ready for this winter as the state’s hay supply is off from previous years. Photo by 
Matt Barton.

Portrait of Jordan Strickler

Kentucky horse owners urged to plan 
ahead as weather challenges hay supply

Equine specialists are stressing the importance of  purchasing hay earlier this year.
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By Bailey Vandiver

LEXINGTON, Ky.—
Throw a dart at the 

map, and someone 
with an Agricultural 
Education and 
Advocacy degree from 
the University of  
Kentucky just might 
be working there.  

The program, which 
is housed in the 
Martin-Gatton College 
of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment 
Department of  
Community and 
Leadership 
Development, 
prepares students for 
many career paths, 
said Rebekah Epps, 
associate professor 
and director of  
graduate studies.  

After first being 
known as career and 
technical education 
then as agricultural 
education, the 
program added 
advocacy to its degree 
name in 2024 to more 
accurately represent 
where its graduates 
ended up — as 
teachers but also 
beyond “the four walls 
of  a classroom.”  

“Agricultural 
education can take 
place as a commodity 
educator for pork or 
tobacco or soybean. It 
can take place as an 
Extension agent or 
sitting on the back of  
a pickup truck talking 
with a local farmer,” 
Epps said. “We’re 
working on advocacy 
so that they learn to 
teach the importance 
of  agriculture to 
anyone who will 
listen.”  

Teaching and 
training the next 
generation 

Growing up in 
Taylor County, 
Samantha Clark 
Gaddie knew as a high 
schooler that she 
wanted to be an 
agriculture teacher. 
Like many others, she 
was influenced by her 
own ag teachers.  

“I had two really 
good ag teachers, and 
they were both 
instrumental in my 
life,” Gaddie said. “I 
wanted to be able to 
shape and give back in 
that same way.”  

Gaddie graduated 
from UK in 2014 and 
has since worked at 
Green County High 
School.  

As an 
undergraduate, 
Gaddie had the chance 
to do research and 
present at a 
conference. She and 
her research partner 
were very excited to 
receive an award for 
innovative ideas. 

“I think that’s what 
really sparked my 
interest in research 
and was probably the 
first step in me 
considering getting a 
doctorate,” said 
Gaddie, who earned 
her doctorate in 
agricultural education 
from Texas Tech.  

Gaddie said it’s very 
rewarding to see the 
impact that her 
classes have on her 
students’ lives. One 
FFA student 
completed an 
agriscience project 
that fostered her 
interest and led to her 

studying food 
biosciences at UK. 
Other students are 
currently in college to 
be agriculture 
teachers themselves.  

“It’s really awesome, 
when a student sees 
you work in your job 
and they’re like, ‘I 
want to do that job,’” 
Gaddie said. 

Using education as 
an Extension tool  

Lindie Huffman’s 
grandfather, the only 
other member of  her 
family who had 
attended college, went 
to UK — so of  course 
Huffman went to UK, 
too. Deciding what to 
study was slightly 
more difficult.  

“I couldn’t select 
just one area of  
agriculture — because 
my passion was for all 
of  it and for sharing 
its impact with 
others,” Huffman 
said. “Agriculture is 
rewarding in so many 
deep ways: It is rooted 
in family tradition, 
grounded in 
community and filled 
with the promise of  
tomorrow through the 
faith of  planting seeds 
or tending livestock.”  

Huffman found the 
right fit in 
agricultural 
education: “the 
perfect opportunity to 
explore the breadth of  
agriculture while also 
engaging with 
people.”  

As a student in 2011, 
Huffman had two 
life-changing 
experiences: 
completing an 
internship with the 

Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service and 
studying abroad in 
Scotland.  

“That experience 
opened my eyes to the 
power of  community 
development — 
something I once 
found intimidating, 
but instead showed 
me how education can 
drive meaningful, 
lasting change,” 
Huffman said. “When 
I discovered how 
Extension blends 
agriculture, education 
and real community 
impact, it felt like a 
natural fit.” 

Since graduating in 
2012, Huffman has 
been the agriculture 
and natural resources 
agent for the 
Pendleton County 
Extension Office. The 
agricultural education 
program gave her a 
“strong foundation” 
that she uses every 
day, thanks to the 
program’s flexibility 
that allowed her to 

take courses in 
everything from 
agricultural 
economics to forages 
to leadership. That 
broad exposure to 
agriculture helped her 
meet people where 
they are — a crucial 
part of  Extension 
work.  

“Choosing 
Extension allowed me 
to continue my 
passion for 
agriculture and 
education, but in a 
much more informal 
setting — where I can 
teach outside the 
classroom, connect 
with diverse 
audiences, and create 
programs that are 
practical, hands-on, 
and rooted in real 
community needs,” 
Huffman said.  

Being innovative in 
agricultural education   

As a child, even 
though no one in his 
family was an 
educator, Brian Welch 
would put his stuffed 
animals in a circle, 
give them paper and 
teach them school 
lessons. By the time 
he was a high schooler 
involved in FFA and 
4-H, Welch knew he 
wanted to be an ag 
teacher.  

“I’ve been very goal 
oriented ever since 
then to get as much 
exposure and 
experience in ag 
education as I possibly 
could,” Welch said.  

Originally from 
Owensboro, Welch 
graduated from UK in 
2015 — after four 
years in the program, 

even though he was so 
excited to get into the 
classroom as a teacher 
that he almost 
graduated a year 
early. Mentors like 
Epps encouraged him 
to stay and take 
advantage of  more 
opportunities, like 
studying abroad in 
Australia.  

Welch is now 
entering his 10th year 
at Madisonville North 
Hopkins High School, 
which is where he did 
his student teaching. 
He primarily teaches 
the school’s ag power 
pathway, which 
includes small 
engines, construction 
skills and agriculture 
structures.  

This pathway has 
allowed Welch to 
reach students 
whether they want to 
be farmers or not.  

“It’s all the same 
concepts they could 
then take back onto 
the farm if  they’re 
building their own 
pole barn but also 
reaches a kid that’s 
maybe not going into 
specifically ag,” Welch 
said. “But they’re 
going to have that 
foundational work 
ethic that ag likes to 
teach people and has 
the ability to teach 
people that they can 
apply to whatever 
world they want to go 
into.”  

In his classroom, 
Welch emphasizes 
community service. 
One of  his favorite 
projects was 
converting a shipping 

UK Agricultural Education and Advocacy alumni 
prepared to share, teach ‘to anyone who will listen’
Graduates from the Martin-Gatton College of  Agriculture, Food and Environment 

program are prepared for careers in the classroom and beyond.

UK agricultural education and advocacy students and professor Rebekah Epps, 
right, work on an assignment together. 

Photo by Mark Pearson

UK agricultural education and advocacy students share the agriculture teachers who impacted them. 
Photo by Mark Pearson

see ADVOCACY, 
page B13
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Fall Consignment Sale  Live and OnlineFall Consignment Sale  Live and Online
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TAKING
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NOW THROUGH
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FARM & HAY EQUIPMENT,
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BOATS, FENCE POSTS,
CONSTRUCTION, 100'S OF 

ATTACHMENTS 

TAKING
CONSIGNMENT 

ITEMS 
NOW THROUGH

SEPTEMBER 27  
FARM & HAY EQUIPMENT,
CONSTRUCTION,  TRUCKS,

BOATS, FENCE POSTS,
CONSTRUCTION, 100'S OF 

ATTACHMENTS 

9 am EST9 am EST
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Rickey Timberlake - Lic. #AU101046512

Dam Auction Co. LIC: AC32300006

SEAN  815-677-2781
JOHN 218-553-1481
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 CONTACT: INDIANA SIDE
MARKLAND DAM
13219 INNOVATION DRIVE

FLORENCE, IN 47020
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GURNEY OSSMAN ESTATE
FEATURED ITEMS:

*LUMBER EQUIP, *TRAILERS
*FORKLIFTS, *CHAINSAWS,

*CUT BOARD LUMBER, 
*PALLETS

GURNEY OSSMAN ESTATE
FEATURED ITEMS:

*LUMBER EQUIP, *TRAILERS
*FORKLIFTS, *CHAINSAWS,

*CUT BOARD LUMBER, 
*PALLETS

2 - Rings!! 

Food Vendor 

container into a 
medical clinic, which 
is now in use in 
Liberia. He and his 
students have also 
framed houses for 
Habitat for Humanity.  

Sharing his 
students’ work with 
the community is a 
vital part of  
advocating for 
agriculture, Welch 
said.  

“We don’t 
necessarily go the 
traditional route,” he 
said. “So part of  our 
thing is to keep 
innovative and to let 
people know we are 
doing things is to tell 
our story.” 

Advocating for the 
agriculture industry   

When Misty Bivens 
was a state FFA 
officer, people were 
always saying to her, 
“When you’re an ag 
teacher...” even 
though she didn’t 
want to be an 
agriculture teacher. 

She’s now in her 
25th year in that role 
at LaRue County High 
School.  

“I can’t imagine 
doing anything else,” 
she said. “The impact, 
as an ag teacher, you 
get to have on students 
is unlike most jobs.” 

Twenty people pose 
together for a group 
photo. All are in 
professional dress and 
hold up a white piece 
of  paper with a name 
or multiple names 
written on them.

Studying 
agricultural education 
at UK was an 
important step along 
the way. Even as the 
university and the 
agriculture industry 
changes, the 
connections Misty 
made during her 
education remain 
vital.  

“I tell my students 
that are going to 
college that it’s as 
much about the 
connections you make 
as it is about what you 
learn,” she said.  

While a UK graduate 
assistant, Misty 
started dating her now 
husband Ryan Bivens, 
also a Martin-Gatton 
CAFE graduate. 
Though both had 
agriculture in their 
background — Misty 
in Garrard County 
and Ryan in Spencer 
County — neither had 
a family farm to move 
back to.  

“I was determined: I 
wanted to farm the 
rest of  my life,” Ryan 
said.  

Once they settled in 
LaRue County, Ryan 
published an ad in the 
paper: “Ambitious 
young farmer looking 
for a start.” The first 
year the Bivens 
planted soybeans, it 
was on 34 rented 
acres. This year, they 
planted about 7,600 
acres — 1,500 of  which 
they own. 

The family’s on-
farm experience is 
useful to Misty in the 
classroom and to Ryan 
in his role as a 
Kentucky state 
representative. Ryan 
said his perspective as 
a farmer allows him to 
be a voice for 
agriculture.  

“We’ve stood up and 
we’ve advocated for 

our industry,” Ryan 
said. “It’s not just 
about what me and 
Misty are doing today. 
It’s about the 
groundwork we’re 
laying for the next 
generation.” 

High expectations 

Epps said the 
highlight of  her role 
as a UK professor is 
seeing students grow 
and develop, both 
during their time as 
undergraduates and 
beyond.  

“We have high 
expectations of  our 
students,” Epps said. 
“We’ve learned that if  
you set high 
expectations, they will 
meet them.”  

Learn more about 
UK agriculture 
education and 
advocacy at https://
cld.ca.uky.edu/
ukaged. Learn more 
about Kentucky’s All 
in for Agriculture 
Education Week at 
https://www.kyagr.
com/marketing/
ag-education-week.
html.  

# # # 

The Martin-Gatton 
College of  
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Organization with 
respect to education 
and employment and 
authorization to 
provide research, 

education information 
and other services to 
individuals and 
institutions that 
provide equal 
opportunities for 
qualified persons in 
all aspects of  
institutional 
operations and do not 
discriminate on the 
basis of  race, color, 
national origin, ethnic 
origin, religion, creed, 
age, physical or 
mental disability, 
veteran status, 
uniformed service, 
political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, 
gender identity, 
gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital 
status, genetic 
information or social 
or economic status.

ADVOCACY, 
from page B12

A woman in jeans and a 
blazer smiles while 
presenting at the front of 
a conference room. The 
screen to her right says 
“What’s your why?” 

Photo provided by 
Lindie Huffman
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812.587.5187
10277 S. 250 W

Flat Rock, IN

2025 Pitts 40’ Drop
Deck Liquid Tender

Enduraplas Transport Tanks
Many Sizes in Stock

Enduraplas Flat 
Bottom Storage Tanks 
Many Sizes Available

Enduraplas Nurse Trailers
Many Options Available

Kentucky Soybean Promotion Board 
meets, elects executive committee

The best thing 
about the Kentucky 
Soybean Board is its 
people. This 
organization is 
fortunate to have a 
number of dedicated, 
involved farmer-
leaders who 
volunteer their time 
to further the best 
interests of all 
soybean growers 
– with Kentucky soy 
at the forefront of 
those efforts. Those 
farmer-leaders are 
tasked with a big job: 
investing Kentucky’s 
portion of the 
soybean checkoff. 

Did you know that 
the farmer-created 
soybean checkoff 
generates, according 
to a third-party 
study, more than $12 
in added value for 
every dollar 
invested? The 
national soy checkoff 
has been hard at 
work, increasing 
inclusion rates for 
soy and soy 
components in 

everything from 
animal feed and 
asphalt to tires, shoe 
treads, firefighting 
foam, chainsaw oil 
and more. At the 
state level, the 
farmer-leaders of the 
Kentucky Soybean 
Board invest the 
Commonwealth’s 
portion of the 
checkoff into 
research, education, 
promotion, and 
building demand, 
both domestically 

and internationally. 
The Kentucky 

Soybean Promotion 
Board is appointed 
for a two-year period, 
running from July 1 
to June 30. Kentucky 
Soybean Board 
members for 2025-
2027 include 
Kentucky Soybean 
Association 
appointees Jonathan 
Reynolds of Clinton, 
Clay Wells of Clay, 
Drew Langley of 
Glendale, and Adam 

Hendricks of 
Russellville. 
Kentucky Farm 
Bureau reappointed 
Larry Thomas of 
Elizabethtown and 
appointed Larry 
Clark of Greensburg. 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell 
reappointed Andrea 
Williford of Clinton.  
American Soybean 
Association Directors 
Caleb Ragland of 
Magnolia, Jeff King 
of Corydon, and Fred 

L. Sipes of Ekron, 
along with United 
Soybean Board 
Directors Barry 
Alexander of Cadiz, 
Brent Gatton of 
Bremen, and Keith 
Tapp of Sebree also 
hold seats on the 
Promotion Board by 
virtue of those 
positions. 

At their meeting on 
August 6, the 
members of the board 
elected Fred L. Sipes 
as Chairman for 

2025-2026. Brent 
Gatton was elected 
Vice-Chairman, and 
Jonathan Reynolds 
was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer. 
The Board thanked 
Barry Alexander for 
his two years of 
service as Chairman 
of the organization 
and expressed 
appreciation to 
retiring directors 
Glenn Howell and 
Allen Pace for their 
years of service. 

In addition to 
officer elections, the 
Board reviewed 
proposals from 
national and 
international 
partners and made 
appropriate 
investments to 
continue increasing 
demand for 
renewable, 
sustainable U.S. Soy. 
To learn more about 
the work of the 
Kentucky Soybean 
Board, visit KySoy.
org. 

Brent Gatton Fred L. Sipes Johnathan Reynolds

FRANKFORT, 
Ky. — The Kentucky 
Department of  
Fish and Wildlife 
Resources will host 
a live auction to 
sell surplus items 
and confiscated 
hunting and fishing 
equipment on 
Monday, Oct. 6, 2025.

Registration opens 

at 7:30 a.m. (ET), 
and the auction of  
surplus property and 
confiscated items 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
(ET). The auction 
will be held outdoors, 
rain or shine, on 
the department’s 
headquarters campus 
at 1 Sportsman’s 
Lane in Frankfort.

A complete list 
of  items available 
for sale is on the 
department’s Surplus 
and Confiscated 
Items Auction 
webpage. Items are 
sold as-is and will 
not be available for 
hands-on inspection 
prior to the sale. 
Under state law, only 
qualified Kentucky 
residents may bid on 
confiscated items. 
Some items will 
require a criminal 
background check.

Accepted forms 
of  payment include 
cash, check, certified 
check, credit card 
or debit card. Final 
pricing will include a 
buyer’s premium and 
surcharge for credit 
or debit card use. 
Checks over $5,000 
will require a bank 
letter guaranteeing 
payment.

Under state law, 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife may conduct 
auctions as necessary 
to sell surplus and 
confiscated property. 
Surplus items include 
equipment and 
materials no longer 

needed by the agency. 
All confiscated 
items are obtained 
through court order 
and as the result of  a 
violation of  fish and 
wildlife laws.

By law, proceeds 
from Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife auctions 
are directed into the 
department’s game 
and fish fund and 
subject to auditing 
by the state Auditor 
of  Public Accounts. 
The fund is used for 
the department’s 
normal operating 
expenses including 

fish and wildlife 
conservation and 
related recreation 
programs across the 
Commonwealth.

Parking will 
be limited to 
designated areas 
on the Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife 
campus. Game Farm 
Road west of  the 
upper and lower 
sportsman’s lakes 
will be restricted to 
residential traffic 
only on the day of  
the auction. Portable 
restroom facilities 
will be available to 

the public.
For more 

information, visit 
the department’s 
website at fw.ky.gov 
or call 1-800-858-1549, 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (ET) 
weekdays, excluding 
holidays.

Media Note: For 
any media who 
intend to cover the 
event, please be 
prepared to show 
proof  of  employment 
with a media outlet 
to be allowed closer 
parking to the 
auction area.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife fall auction set for Oct. 6
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Springfield, IL 
— The Illinois 
Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA) 
has officially 
designated the STAR 
Tool as the required 
soil health assessment 
for all state-funded 
conservation 
practices, in 
accordance with the 
Illinois Soil and 
Water Conservation 
Districts Act (70 ILCS 
405). This decision 
marks a significant 
milestone in the 
commitment to 
sustainable 
agriculture and 
environmental 
stewardship in 
Illinois.

The STAR Tool now 
plays a central role in 
supporting key 
conservation 
programs across the 
state, including the 
Partners-for-
Conservation Cost-
Share program (PFC), 
the Illinois Healthy 
Soils Initiative (PA 
103-00494), and the 
Illinois Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy 
(NLRS).

“The Illinois 
Department of 

Agriculture is proud 
to elevate the STAR 
Tool as the standard 
for assessing soil 
health across all 
state-funded 
conservation 
programs,” said IDOA 
Director Jerry 
Costello II. “This 
decision reflects our 
deep commitment to 
advancing 
sustainable 
agriculture, 
supporting farmers 
with science-based 
tools, and protecting 
our state’s vital 
natural resources for 
generations to come. 
By aligning our 
efforts through STAR, 
we’re not only 
improving soil health 
and water quality—
but also empowering 
producers with the 
data, resources, and 
support they need to 
thrive.”

Developed with 
Illinois-specific 
science and farmer 
input, the STAR Tool 
evaluates field-level 
management 
practices—such as 
tillage, cover 
cropping, nutrient 
application, and crop 

rotation—through its 
STAR Field Form. 
Each field receives a 
STAR Rating from 1 
to 5, with 5 STARs 
reflecting exemplary 
conservation 
practices that 
improve soil health 
and water quality. In 
Crop Year 2024 
(CY24), 498 producers 
received STAR 
Ratings on 1,197 fields 
covering 65,698 acres, 
averaging a 3.45 STAR 
Rating. Of these, 87% 
of producers and 67% 
of fields participated 
in the PFC program.

“The STAR Tool is 
an excellent example 
of responsive 
government programs 
at work,” said Jen 
Walling, Executive 
Director of the Illinois 
Environmental 
Council. “A program 
like the STAR Tool 
invests taxpayer 
dollars in an effective, 
science-based 
approach that 
delivers real 
environmental 
benefits for farmers 
and the rest of us. We 
all need clean water 
and healthy soil, and 

this tool is an 
important part of 
Illinois’ work to 
reduce nutrient 
pollution, curtail 
erosion, and build 
resilient farm 
communities.”

To ensure 
credibility, STAR 
conducts randomized 
field verifications 
while maintaining 
strict data privacy 
protocols. Farmers 
retain full ownership 
of their data, and only 
anonymized, 
aggregated results are 
shared publicly.

“The Illinois Corn 
Growers Association 
appreciates the 
enhanced partnership 
between STAR and 
the Illinois 
Department of 
Agriculture,” said 
Mark Bunselmeyer, 
Vice President of 
Illinois Corn Growers 
Association. “Having 
tools that allow 
farmers to self-
evaluate and compare 
conservation 
practices across 
different fields is an 
important step in 
supporting practical 
on-farm decision 

making.”
Beyond assessment, 

the STAR Tool 
empowers producers 
with a Resource 
Directory and a 
Conservation 
Innovation Plan (CIP) 
feature, which 
connects farmers to 
financial, 
educational, and 
technical support 
tailored to their goals. 
STAR Navigators are 
available statewide to 
provide local, hands-
on assistance.

The STAR Tool is 
free and accessible to 
all corn, soy and 
small grain producers 
in Illinois. Expansion 
efforts are underway 
to include urban 
agriculture and 
grazing lands. With 
field forms already 
available in eight 
other states—and 
grazing forms 
launching soon in 
three more—STAR is 
poised to serve 
producers in 11 states 
nationwide.

The STAR Tool is 
currently available 
for Crop Year 2025 
and can be used at 
www.STARtool.ag. 

Live Internet Bidding at 

www.genesteinermanagement.hibid.com

Sale managed by:

Locke St. John
615-427-8979

lockestjohn93@gmail.com

Oct. 11, 2025 Oct. 11, 2025 ••  90+ Head Sell!90+ Head Sell!    

KH JLCS C1 Gala C8 J42
3/17/2021 • P44246124

Sire: KH JLCS 69X Custom Built C1
MGS: NJW 73S W18 Hometown 10Y ET

Due February 2026 to Bar JZ On Demand.

KH JLCS 619K On The Run M74 ET 
9/1/24 • P44607444

Sire: BAR JZ ON DEMAND
MGS: GOLDEN OAK OUTCROSS 18U

Herd Bull Prospect sired by OnDemand.

FLYING D H086 J21 Twix N1
1/29/2025 • P44680034

Sire: SHF Houston D287 H086
MGS: AH JDH Munson 15E ET
Stunning Houston daughter.

& G& Guestsuests& Guests

12:30 p.m. EST at the Farm in Jeromesville, OH12:30 p.m. EST at the Farm in Jeromesville, OH

Jeff, Lou Ellen & Keayla Harr 
334 Mohican TWP. Road 1922

Jeromesville, Ohio 44840 
419-685-0549 / 419-685-4859

Dale Stith, Auctioneer 
918-760-1550

CALL OR TEXT FOR CATALOG!CALL OR TEXT FOR CATALOG!

Illinois Department of Agriculture STAR Tool 
to advance statewide soil health initiatives
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sevenspringsfarms.com
For more information email ellen@ssf.ag

5357 Hopkinsville Road - 
602 Blackhawk Road

Cadiz, Kentucky

270.522.3424

SSF EROSION CONTROL BLANKETS

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 2021

Grown and manufactured in KENTUCKY
Blanket Sizes in Stock:

8’ x 112.5’ • 16’ x 112.5’ • 8’ x 562.5’ • 16’ x 562.5’
Round top pins also available • NTPEP ECP-2021-02-010
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