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Sedalia Elementary has 
a new principal. Craig 
Fuqua will assume the role 
at the first of  July. Fuqua’s 
priority for his first year at 
Sedalia Elementary is to de-
velop strong relationships 
with the students, parents, 
teachers, staff, and the com-
munity of  Sedalia.

Fuqua is not new to the 
school though as he be-
came a Sedalia Lion in the 
fall of  1985 when he began 
Kindergarten. Fuqua’s 
family - his brothers as well 
as his grandmother and 
her siblings also attended 
school at Sedalia. Fuqua 
graduated from Graves 
County High School in 1998 
and went on to Murray 
State University. There 
he continued his educa-
tion earning a Bachelor’s 
degree in Music Educa-
tion. In 2005, he completed 
his Master’s of  Music at 
Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity and then an Education 
Specialist-Principal degree 
from the University of  the 
Cumberlands in 2021.  

Fuqua’s teaching career 
started in 2005 at Caldwell 

County Middle School. 
There he served as the 
band director and assistant 
high school director.  Five 
years later he returned to 
his roots when he accepted 
a job at Graves County Mid-
dle School. There he was 
also the band director and 
high school assistant band 
director. 

Fuqua is currently serv-
ing at Graves County Mid-
dle School as the Discipline 
Coordinator. There will be 
a welcoming reception in 
honor of  Mr. Craig Fuqua 
on April 9, at 3 p.m. at Seda-
lia Elementary. 

Fuqua returns home as 
Sedalia Elementary’s 

new principal

Former Sedalia student, Craig 
Fuqua, hired for role of prin-
cipal.

Graves County Schools
  
It was a clean sweep from 

the Graves County instru-
mental music program 
at the annual Kentucky 
Music Educators Asso-
ciation Large Ensemble 
Assessment.  Recently four 
groups from GCMS and 
GCHS traveled to Paducah 
Tilghman to compete in the 
band and orchestra division. 
Under the direction of  Mrs.
Ellis Shelby, Mr. Daniel 
Thomas and Mr. Richard 
Burchett, each group earned 
the highest rating… DISTIN-
GUISHED!

Members of  the the 
Middle School Band, Middle 
School 8th Grade Orches-
tra, High School Chamber 
Orchestra and High School 
Band began their spring 
semester dissecting  pieces 
they would perform for a 
panel of  judges.  “Metamor-
phosis” by Andrew Boysen 

Jr. and “Call of  the Wild” 
by Brian Balmages echoed 
from band members’ instru-
ments while the orchestra 
musicians filled the air 
with sounds from “Con-
quistador,” “In Prospect,”  
“Fantasia,” and “Shepherd’s 
Hymn.”  

With 65 students compris-
ing the group, the pieces 
are judged on tone quality, 
intonation, interpretation, 
technique, rhythm, balance, 
and stage presence.  In ad-
dition, they also compete in 
what is called Sight Reading.  
The band and orchestra are 
given a new piece of  music 
they have never seen before 
and are required to perform 
it with minimal instruction. 
After being critiqued in each 
category, a composite score 
is then calculated.

As one of  the few events 
that the groups are assessed 
by people outside of  Graves 
County, Band Director, Rich-
ard Burchett, says it is a true 

depiction of  where our pro-
gram falls amongst others. 
“It’s confirmation that what 
we are teaching in combina-
tion with the students’ hard 
work is paying off.  But, 
beyond the feedback of  what 
we are doing well, the judg-
es’ comments have given us 
valuable criticism on what 
we can improve upon going 
forward.”

A distinguished rating 
confirms that not only are 
students being challenged to 
perform at a high level, but 
that they are also meeting 
that challenge.  

“I’m proud of  how far the 
students have come this 
year and this means for the 
future.  We want to continue 
to grow both as musicians 
and as member of  our 
community,” expressed Mr. 
Burchett.

Congratulations to all of  
these amazing students and 
their directors! 

GC Band & Orchestra groups
receive Distinguished Rating

Graves County Schools

Recently while in Frankfort, Mayor O’Nan, Assistant to the Mayor 
Emily Lamb, and Public Works Superintendent Aaron Blount, 
along with daughter Jaden accepted The City of Mayfield’s award 
of $5,924,330 which was given through Community Development 
Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) funds. These funds 
will go toward stormwater infrastructure and rentention to help 
alleviate flooding issues along Red Duck Creek. 
                                                                                       City of Mayfield 

Grant will address
flood related needs

by Deana Gschwind

Library Programs for 
April:

April 9 - 5:30 p.m. Adult 
& Teen Craft Night: Earth 
Month Themed

April 10 - 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
American Red Cross Blood 
Drive

April 16 - 3:30 p.m. Tween 
Reading Club

April 22 - 12 p.m. Lunch 
Book Club

April 23 -  5 p.m. Bingo 
Night

April 25 - 5 p.m. Adult 

Paint Party
Story Time with Nikki 

every Thursday at 10 a.m. 
(Pre-school Ages with Sto-
ries, Crafts, and Snacks)

Did You Know...
National Library Week 

is April 7-13, 2024: In honor 
of  National Library Week, 
we'll be celebrating with a
"Guess the Number of  Can-
dies in the Jar" game, of-
fering amnesty for overdue 
items, and launching a
Library Hidden Tickets 
contest with prizes up for 
grabs when you check out a 

book with the ticket inside.
There will be prize draw-

ings for teens and adults 
that week. You must visit 
the library to sign up.

Our address, phone, li-
brary hours, and website 
are:  601 N 17th St. May-
field, KY 42066
Phone: (270) 247-2911 Ext.1
Hours of  Operation:
Monday-Tuesday 9 am-8 pm
Wednesday- 9 am-5 pm
Thursday-Friday 9 am-8 pm
Saturday 9 am-5 pm
gravescountypubliclibrary.
org.

by Kelsey Edwards
KPI Writer

SYMSONIA - Symsonia 
Elementary has welcomed 
back three returning PTO 
members and one new addi-
tion to the PTO Board. The 
three returning include the 
president, vice president, 
and secretary and the new 
addition is the board trea-
surer. Below are officers 
for the SES PTO board. The 
next PTO meeting is set for 
April 29 at the Symsonia 
School Library, starting at 
approximately 5:30 p.m. If  
you are not able to make 
it in person there will be a 
Zoom link available.

The Symsonia Elementa-
ry PTO President is Kirstan 
Blanchard. Kirstan has and 
still shows a deep commit-
ment to the school, and 
the community by taking 
on the role again for an-

other year. Kirstan has an 
undeniable passion that is 
crucial to the success of  the 
PTO. Symsonia Elementary 
is expecting Kirstan to con-
tinue raising the bar with 
her creativity and awesome 
leadership skills. Kirstan 
has two sons who attend 
SES. One is currently in 
third grade and the other is 
in pre-k but will be heading 
to kindergarten in the Fall. 

The Vice President for 
the Symsonia PTO is Sarah 
Thomasson. Sarah has a 
committed work ethic and 
is an integral part of  the 
PTO team. It was said that 
she has a deep love for the 
school, and a willingness 
to take on any task given to 
her. She also has two kids 
at SES, a fifth grader, and a 
first grader. 

Back for the next school 
year is PTO Secretary 
Ashley Smith. It was stated 

that Ashley keeps every-
one organized and on task. 
She is always willing to do 
whatever’s necessary to 
ensure all the kiddos have 
a fun and special environ-
ment. Her work ethic truly 
knows no bounds. 

The newest addition to 
the Symsonia PTO board 
Amanda Ellington serving 
as the board’s Treasurer. 
She currently has a third 
grader at SES and has 
always been a very involved 
member of  the Symsonia 
elementary community. 

Congratulations to each 
board member. The school, 
the staff, the students and 
their families always look 
forward to what the PTO 
board brings to the table 
for the year! I am sure the 
board has and will continue 
to have many fun things 
planned for the 2024-2025 
school year!

Meet the Symsonia
Elementary PTO officers

Graves Co. Public Library events

Alexis Cunningham, won this 
year’s NASP Alumni/Coach 
tournament when she shot a 
148/150 at 10 meters recent-
ly at the State competition.           
Farmington Elementary

See More Sports Inside

Graves
County 
archery 
coach
wins at 
State 

June 19th, 2026

Making Waves for Safety: YMCA Plans 
Countywide Swim Education Program

Graves FFA Members Earn State 
Honors at KY FFA Convention

By: Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

MAYFIELD — The 
Mayfield Rotary Club 
welcomed fellow 
Rotarian Andrew 
Burgess, director of  
the Mayfield-Graves 
County YMCA, as 
guest speaker during 
its June 15 meeting. 
Burgess shared plans 
for a new community 
initiative aimed at 
teaching water safety 
and swimming skills 
to third-grade students 
throughout Graves 
County.

The program is 
expected to begin at 
Northside Baptist 
Christian School and 
is designed to equip 
children with essential 
water safety knowl-
edge, including how 
to float, swim, and call 
911 during an emer-
gency. Organizers 
hope to reach approx-
imately 100 students 
during the first year 
and expand participa-
tion to 250 students by 
2027.

Burgess highlight-
ed several alarming 
statistics regarding 
childhood drowning, 

noting that 88 per-
cent of  children who 
drown are under adult 
supervision at the 
time of  the incident. 
Drowning remains the 
leading cause of  death 
for children ages 1 to 
4, and 60 percent of  
drowning victims are 
found within 10 feet of  
safety.

The YMCA’s goal 
is not only to teach 
swimming skills but 
also to help children 
develop confidence 
and respect around 
water. Program 
leaders want students 
to understand that 
bodies of  water can be 
enjoyed safely when 
proper precautions are 
taken.

Burgess also up-
dated Rotarians on 
YMCA operations. 
The facility is the only 
year-round public 
swimming location in 
Graves County and 
currently serves more 
than 3,100 members. 
Recent improvements 
included approximate-
ly $260,000 in pool 
repairs and upgrades. 
The YMCA offers 
aquatic classes for all 
ages, typically accom-

modating between 15 
and 25 participants 
per session, and also 
provides lifeguard cer-
tification training.

Pictured at the meet-
ing were Rotary Club 
President Chris Kemp, 
YMCA staff  members 
Audrey Lamb, Jas-
mine Sampson and 
McKayla Bukoskey, 
Andrew and Grace 
Burgess, and Rotari-
an and YMCA board 
member Dale Usher.

Additional meeting 
activities included 
community singing led 
by Stacy Overby, while 
Sergeant-at-Arms 
Dale Usher conducted 
fines and happy dol-
lars. President Kemp 
unveiled a new Rota-
ry banner obtained 
through Club Secre-
tary Kent Hayden and 
reminded members 
about the club’s instal-
lation dinner sched-
uled for June 22 at the 
country club. The club 
also recognized Mayor 
Kathy Stewart O’Nan 
with a rendition of  
“Happy Birthday” 
in celebration of  her 
upcoming birthday.

By: Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

LEXINGTON, Ky. 
— Thirteen mem-
bers of  the Graves 
County FFA chapter 
recently attended the 
Kentucky FFA State 
Convention in Lexing-
ton, where they repre-
sented their chapter 
with distinction and 
earned numerous 
state-level honors.

Among the chap-
ter’s achievements, 
Graves County FFA 
was recognized as a 
Gold Emblem Chapter 
in the State Chapter 
Rating Contest and re-
ceived recognition for 
its affiliated member-
ship growth, high-
lighting the chapter’s 
continued success and 
expanding impact.

Several members 
earned top individ-

ual honors during 
the convention. Katie 
Woolf  was named 
the State Champion 
in Dairy Production 
Placement Profi-
ciency, while Karlee 
Peeler captured the 
State Championship 
in Environmental and 
Natural Resources 
Proficiency. Darcey 

See FFA
back page

Lyon County drowning 
victim identified

LYON COUNTY – An 18-
year-old who drowned 
after jumping into the 
water at the Kentucky 
Lake Rock Quarry was 
identified Tuesday as 
Caleb J. Milem of Owens-
boro. 

The Rock Quarry, lo-
cated south of Hillman 
Ferry and across from Pis-
gah Bay, was closed to the 
public Sunday afternoon 
as Lyon County Emer-
gency Management, Mar-
shall County Emergency 
Management and other 
assisting agencies began 
searching for Milem. The 

rescue operation even-
tually became a recovery 
operation, and authorities 
located Milem’s body 
Monday afternoon.  

Lyon County Coroner 
Kris Dunn said he in-
formed Milem’s next of 
kin on Monday and 
waited until Tuesday be-
fore he announced the 
name publicly to give 
them time to let other 
family know.  

“He jumped off the 
cliffs at the Rock Quarry, 
went under the surface 
and did not resurface,” 
Dunn said.
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Danny Scott, an incoming third-grader at South-
west Calloway Elementary School, comes face-to-
face with a female Tyrannosaurus rex earlier this 
week at the Calloway County Public Library. Scott 
came to the library with Calloway County Schools' 
Summer L.A.S.E.R. (Laker After School Educational 
Resources) program and was one of several vol-
unteers who lined up as the T. rex sniffed around 
looking for the stuffed dino-shaped chicken nugget 
Scott hid behind his back. The Evansville-Indiana-
based Feller Express Dinosaur Encounters brought 
several puppets – some of which are full-body cos-
tumes – Monday to teach about the prehistoric 
creatures for CCPL’s Summer Performance Series. 

photo by Hawkins Teague / Ledger & Times

New license plate reflects Kentucky agriculture pride
FRANKFORT – Kentucky drivers can now support the 
state's agriculture community with the new "Friends 
of Agriculture" special license plate, available for all 
vehicles. 

The plate was authorized by House Bill 157 
during the 2025 legislative session, expanding eli-
gibility beyond qualified farm vehicles. It comple-
ments, rather than replaces, the existing farm 
plate. 

The design features rolling farmland and an 
American flag, inspired by submissions from 
Caden Penn of Crittenden County High School 

and Alyssa Woodard of Henderson County High 
School. Both students received $250 awards for 

their winning designs. 
A $10 fee from each plate purchase and re-

newal will support the Ag Tag fund, with proceeds 
divided equally among Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky 
FFA, and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. 
Funds help support youth leadership programs, 
agricultural education, conservation initiatives, 
and other agriculture-related programs across the 
state. 

The personalized plate is available through 
county clerk offices and the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet.

T-Rex spotted in 
Murray-Calloway

This weekend in Hopkinsville: 
400 Mile Sale, time capsule, 
Holler Bash and more events

McCracken, Marshall, 
Trigg and Christian  

on 400 mile sale route

HOPKINSVILLE, KY (Christian County 
Now) – Looking for something to do this 
weekend in Hopkinsville-Christian 
County? From the 400 Mile Sale and off-
road fun at Holler Bash to family-friendly 
library events and pet-focused activities, 
there's plenty happening June 4-7. 
 
Holler Bash 
When: June 4-7 
Where: 1350 Manire Road, Crofton 
Details: Four days of mud riding, live 
music, camping and outdoor entertain-
ment. Featured performers include 
Twang and Round, Dusty Leigh, Bubba 
Sparxxx, Moonshine Mafia Parker and 
Can-Am Chris. Attendees are encouraged 
to bring off-road vehicles, coolers and 
camping gear. 
 
400 Mile Sale 
When: June 4-7, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Where: Multiple locations throughout 
Hopkinsville-Christian County  
(Plus, locations in McCracken County, 
Marshall County and Trigg County) 
Details: Nearly 60 local yard sales and 
businesses are participating in the annual 
Highway 68 shopping event stretching 
from the Lakes region to Northern Ken-
tucky. Sale locations are available on the 
400 Mile Sale website. 

Magician Terry Hedges: 
"Unearthing the Magic" 
 
When: June 5, 10 a.m. 
Where: Hopkinsville-Chris-
tian County Public Library 
Cost: Free 
Details: Family-friendly 
magic show as part of the li-
brary's 2026 Summer 
Reading Program, Unearth a 
Story. 
 
Dog Days of Summer 
When: June 5-6, noon-5 
p.m. 
Where: Christian County 
Animal Shelter 
Cost: Free 
Details: Features authentic 
Puerto Rican food, vendors, 
reduced adoption fees, mi-
crochipping and nail trim-
ming services. 
 
Bark For Life 
 
When: June 6, 8-11 a.m. 
Where: Hopkinsville Dog 
Park 
Cost: $10 for the first dog, 
$5 for each additional dog 
Details: Community fund-
raiser featuring dog 
contests, activities and 
prizes. Categories include 
best trick, best costume, 

look-alike contest, oldest 
and youngest dog, and 
more. 
 
Yoga in the Park 
 
When: June 6, 10 a.m. 
Where: Westside Park 
Cost: Free 
Details: Outdoor yoga ses-
sion hosted by Hopkinsville 
Parks and Recreation and 
Balance Hoptown. Partici-
pants should bring a yoga 
mat. 
 
Time Capsule Burial 
When: June 6, 11 a.m. 
Where: Hopkinsville-Chris-
tian County Public Library 
Cost: Free 
Details: Families can contrib-
ute items to a community 
time capsule that will be 
sealed and buried for 10 
years as part of the Summer 
Reading Program.
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Superman Celebration ‘26
Artist Alley & celebrities in Metropolis, IL

World’s largest Superman Statue in Metropolis, IL

By: Ciro Astarita
KPI Writer

METROPOLIS, 
IL — This year, the 
Metropolis Chamber 
of  Commerce, 
in partnership 
with the City of  
Metropolis and the 
Greater Metropolis 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, 
hosted the 48th 
Annual Superman 
Celebration. It was 
a four-day event 
lasting from June 
12–14 and featured 
a schedule full of  
events and activities, 

including live music 
by The Jake Myers 
Band, carnival food 
and attractions, 
kids’ karaoke, a 
costume contest, 
photo opportunities 
with Superman, 
professional 
wrestling, and even 
a Superman drone 
show.

Not only were all of  
these fun activities 
taking place (and then 
some!), but there was 
also an “Artist Alley 
& Writers’ Way,” 
along with autograph 
sessions featuring 
celebrities. Guests 

included Tim Daly, 
who voiced Superman 
in Superman: The 
Animated Series 
(1996); Neva Howell, 
who played Ma 
Kent in Superman 
(2025), directed by 
James Gunn; and 
Alex Garfin, who 
starred as the son 
of  Clark Kent in the 
hit series Superman 
& Lois (2021). These 
events were hosted 
at the Southern 
Illinois Center for 
Independent Living 

Billboard welcoming visitors to the town.

See SUPER
back page
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KEVIL, Ky. (WSIL) 
-- A man faces theft 
and failure to comply 
with the sex offender 
registry charges after 
a reported missing 
truck investigation 
which started last 
year in McCracken 
County.

The McCracken 
County Sheriff’s 
Office said they re-
sponded to a report of  
a theft from a home 
in Kevil in August of  
2025. Authorities said 
a victim reported his 

truck and $14,000 in 
cash was missing.

After investigating 
the case and using 
modern technology, 
the sheriff’s office 
said they ended up 
finding the reported 
stolen vehicle in the 
Memphis Internation-
al Airport parking lot. 
After working with 
airport police, the 
sheriff’s office said 
the suspect was iden-
tified as 69-year-old 
JD McNew.

McNew is also 

registered on the Sex 
Offender Registry and 
police said he was in 
non-compliance with 
a warrant out for his 
arrest.

On May 23, 2026, 
McNew was taken 
into custody by the 
New Orleans Police 
Department.

McNew was then 
extradited back to Mc-
Cracken County and 
faces the following 
charges:

Failure to Comply 
with Sex Offender 
Registry 2nd Offense 

(Class C Felony)
Theft By Unlawful 

Taking Over $10,000 
(Class C Felony)

Unauthorized Use 
of  a Motor Vehicle 
1st Offense (Class A 
Misdemeanor)

The sheriff’s office 
said McNew’s crim-
inal charges that 
resulted in his sex 
offender registry are 

from a 1986 convic-
tion in Missouri for 
Kidnapping, Rape and 
Sodomy. McNew was 
sentenced to 6 years 
in that case.

Authorities also not-
ed McNew was pre-
viously charged with 
failure to comply with 
sex offender registry 
in 2021 in McCracken 
County.
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JD McNew

WICKLIFFE, Ky. — 
The Ballard County 
Fiscal Court will hold 
a public workshop on 
Monday, June 22, at 
noon to discuss the 
current operations 
and long-term future 
of  the Ballard County 
Jail.

The workshop will 
take place in the Fiscal 
Court Room at 1718 
Barlow Road in Wick-
liffe and is open to the 
public.

According to the 
agenda, Ballard Coun-
ty Jailer Eric Coppess 
will discuss the up-
coming 2027 medical 
services contract and 
the 2027 food vendor 
contract.

The workshop will 
also focus on the jail’s 
long-term financial 
sustainability, includ-
ing potential reve-
nue sources moving 
forward. A major topic 
of  discussion will be 
the impact of  House 
Bill 577 failing to pass 
during the Kentucky 
General Assembly and 

what that could mean 
for future jail funding 
and operations.

Judge-Executive 
Todd Cooper said jail 
expenses continue to 
increase while state 
funding has failed to 
keep pace.

“The county jail 
costs continue to sky-
rocket,” Cooper said. 
“The county medical 
services bid for 2027 
doubled from 2024, and 
the state legislature 
decided not to fund 
any increases this past 
session.”

Cooper said law-
makers considered 
increasing the state’s 
reimbursement rate 
by $4 per day for each 
state inmate housed 
in county jails, which 
would have provid-
ed Ballard County 
with approximately 
$100,000 in additional 
annual revenue.

“The language was 
pulled out of  the bill, 
and once again the 
county taxpayers were 
left footing the major-
ity of  jail costs,” he 
said. “Since 2022, the 

jail receives on aver-
age 30 to 40 percent 
of  its total budget 
revenue from housing 
state inmates. The jail 
population is made up 
of  more than 50 to 60 
percent state inmates. 
We believe the state 
needs to increase 
reimbursement fees to 
counties to reflect the 
inmate population of  
state inmates.”

A 10-year budget 
snapshot provided 
by the county illus-
trates the growing 
financial burden on 
local taxpayers. In 
fiscal year 2015-16, the 
county contributed 
$321,500 from the Gen-
eral Fund to support 
jail operations. For 
fiscal year 2025-26, 

that contribution is 
projected to reach 
$619,700 — nearly dou-
ble the amount from 
a decade ago. County 
jail expenses have also 
climbed significant-
ly during that same 
period.

Cooper noted that 
increasing jail expens-
es affect the county’s 
ability to invest in 
other priorities.

“The more General 
Fund dollars contrib-
uted to the jail, the 
less money the Court 
has to work on other 
projects in the com-
munity, especially 
projects to help sus-
tain existing services 
and future growth of  
the community, from 
economic development 

issues to housing and 
other quality-of-life 
projects,” he said.

Fiscal Court mem-
bers will also examine 
projected expenses 
should the county 
eventually face the 
possibility of  jail clo-
sure.

According to Cooper, 
county officials have 
reviewed past operat-
ing costs, future jail 
expenses and estimat-
ed closure costs.

“At this time, the 
numbers are align-
ing,” Cooper said. 
“Closure may take 
place in the future un-
less the state increases 
its assistance to local 
jails.”

He added that clos-
ing the facility would 
create challenges for 
multiple agencies 
throughout the coun-
ty.

“Closure would 
bring hardship on law 
enforcement opera-
tions and add more 
work to the court 
system,” Cooper said. 
“The Sheriff’s Office 
needs to have input on 

what closure would do 
to daily operations.”

The workshop will 
also include Ballard 
County Jailer-Elect 
James Campbell, who 
will soon assume lead-
ership of  the facility. 
Officials are expected 
to discuss not only the 
jail’s current financial 
challenges but also 
long-term strategies 
for maintaining oper-
ations and serving the 
county’s public safety 
needs.

County officials 
said the workshop is 
intended to provide 
information and ex-
plore options regard-
ing the future of  jail 
operations in Ballard 
County. Residents are 
encouraged to attend 
and learn more about 
the challenges and 
opportunities facing 
one of  the county’s 
largest public safety 
operations.

The public workshop 
will begin at noon on 
June 22 in the Fiscal 
Court Room at 1718 
Barlow Road in Wick-
liffe.

As Costs Soar, Ballard County Faces 
Tough Questions About Jail’s Future

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER

PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374

harrisauctions.com

REAL ESTATE TERMS: A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final bid and included in the deed transaction 
sale price. 15% as down payment on the day of the auction with balance in cash at closing on or before 30 days. The 
down payment may be in the form of cashier’s check, personal check, or corporate check. YOUR BIDDING IS NOT 
CONDITIONAL UPON FINANCING, SO BE SURE YOU HAVE ARRANGED FINANCING, IF NEEDED, AND ARE CAPABLE OF 
PAYING CASH AT CLOSING. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale.  The property will be sold the survey.

Don’t miss this opportunity to purchase 5.6± surveyed acres 
improved with two homes selling at Absolute Auction. Whether you’re 
looking for an investment property, rental opportunity, renovation 
project, or country homesite, this property offers plenty of potential.

The primary residence is a brick home featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 
bathroom, a formal living room, eat-in kitchen, large family room, 
utility room, and an additional room that could serve as a fourth 
bedroom, office, hobby room, or flex space. Additional improvements 
include a detached garage, well water, central heat and air, and vinyl 
replacement windows. The home is in need of repairs and updates 
and is being sold as a handyman special.

Also located on the property is a double-wide manufactured home 
offering 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a spacious living room, sitting 
room, large eat-in kitchen, and utility room. This home is also in 
need of repairs and presents an excellent opportunity for renovation, 
rental income, or additional living space.

The property consists of 5.6± acres with a new survey, providing ample 
room for recreation, gardening, livestock, or future improvements.

PROPERTIES OFFERING TWO RESIDENCES AND ACREAGE 
IN THIS LOCATION ARE DIFFICULT TO FIND.

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
THURSDAY, JULY 2ND, 2026 • 4:00 PM
423 Williams Lane | Mayfield, KY 42066

PROPERTY 
HIGHLIGHTS

5.6 SURVEYED ACRES – 2 HOMES – GARAGE

•  5.6± Surveyed Acres
• Two Homes Included
• Brick Home
• 3 Bedrooms
• 1 Bathroom
• Formal Living Room
• Large Family Room
• Eat-In Kitchen
• Additional Bedroom/Office
• Detached Garage
• Well Water
• Central Heat & Air
• Vinyl Replacement Windows
• DBL Wide Manufactured Home
• 4 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms
• Living Room
• Sitting Room
• Large Eat-In Kitchen
• Utility Room
• Excellent Investment Potential
• Renovation Opportunity

Event Highlights
Parade  Trivia Night 

Living History Campfire
Vendors  Demonstrations 

Education Booths
Revolutionary War / Civil War /

African American / Pioneer / Native 
American / 20th Century Encampments

Living Statues
Uncle Sam & Swamp Fox Appearances

Food Trucks  Food Tent
Apple Pie Baking Contest 

PedaI Tractor Pull  Pet Show 
Sports Card Show

Pickup Truck, Semi &Tractor Show
Live Music

 1850s Vintage Baseball Game 
Henry Clay Chautauqua Performance

June 26-27 | Marion, KY

America250Marion.com



69-year-old faces multiple charges after authorities 
investigate missing truck from August of 2025
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MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER

PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374

harrisauctions.com

REAL ESTATE TERMS: The property will be offered in 1 individual tract. A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final bid and 
included in the deed transaction sale price. 15% as down payment on the day of the auction with balance in cash at closing on or 
before 30 days. The down payment may be in the form of cashier’s check, personal check, or corporate check. YOUR BIDDING IS 
NOT CONDITIONAL UPON FINANCING, SO BE SURE YOU HAVE ARRANGED FINANCING, IF NEEDED, AND ARE CAPABLE OF PAYING 
CASH AT CLOSING. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale.  The property will be sold the deed.

Don’t miss this outstanding opportunity to purchase 151± acres of productive Western Kentucky 
farmland selling in 1 tract at Absolute Auction! This highly tillable farm offers an excellent 
combination of income-producing farmland, investment potential, and beautiful rural surroundings.

The property features large open fields with excellent accessibility and gently rolling terrain ideal 
for row crop production. Whether you are an operator looking to expand your farming operation, 
an investor seeking quality agricultural land, or someone looking for a large tract in a desirable 
location, this property checks all the boxes.

The farm also includes a metal utility building and offers beautiful views across the surrounding 
countryside. With strong soils, excellent layout, and quality tillable acreage, this is a rare opportunity 
to purchase a premier Graves County farm. 

Be prepared to bid on this quality farmland opportunity 
in the heart of Western Kentucky!

              McCRACKEN CO. ROAD

McCRACKEN CO. ROAD

ABSOLUTE LAND AUCTION
Thursday, June 25th, 2026 | 6 PM

Auction Held at: Auction Held at: 
Harris Auctions FacilityHarris Auctions Facility

Graves County Farm

FARM LOCATION: 

McCracken County Road
 Boaz, KY 42027

119.17 Tillable Acres

151± 
Highly Tillable Acres

IN 1 TRACT

 • 151± Acres Selling in 1 Tract
 • Highly Tillable Farmland
 • Excellent Investment 
  Opportunity
 • Large Open Fields
 • Productive Row Crop Ground
 • Metal Utility Building
 • Beautiful Rural Setting
 • Easy Accessibility
 • Excellent Addition to Any
  Farming Operation

PROPERTY 
HIGHLIGHTS

AUCTION HELD:
1651 River road
Smithland, KentucKy

8±
ACRES 38±

ACRES

R
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MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER

PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER
KL# 252972 | KY Broker# 198374

harrisauctions.com

Friday, June 26th, 2026 • 10:00 AM

REAL ESTATE TERMS -  The property will be offered in 2 individual tracts. A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final 
bid and included in the deed transaction sale price. 15% as down payment on the day of the auction with balance in cash at 
closing on or before 30 days. The down payment may be in the form of cashier’s check, personal check, or corporate check. YOUR 
BIDDING IS NOT CONDITIONAL UPON FINANCING, SO BE SURE YOU HAVE ARRANGED FINANCING, IF NEEDED, AND ARE CAPABLE 
OF PAYING CASH AT CLOSING. ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE BY THE AUCTION COMPANY AT THE AUCTION PODIUM DURING THE 
TIME OF THE SALE WILL TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER ANY PREVIOUSLY PRINTED MATERIAL, OR ANY OTHER ORAL STATEMENTS MADE. 
Property selling by deed.  Closing shall take place on or before 30 days from auction date. PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS: 
A 10% Buyer Premium Will Be Added To The Final Bid. Full Settlement Due Day Of Sale. Cash Or Check Accepted With Proper 
Identification. FOR FULL TERMS: GO TO harrisauctions.com

BARRY PRITCHARD, Realtor® 
Keller Williams Experience Realty

(270) 705-8749

VEHICLES • BOAT 
MOTORCYCLE • ATV
• 2005 Sea Ray Sundancer 
 280 383 hr. 28ft
• 2007 Chrysler 300 Touring gas 
 VIN 2C3KA53G07H7678 
 284,820 miles
• 2012 Ford F350 Lariat single
  wheel FX4 Diesel
  VIN 1FT8W3BT0CEA85567 
 39,086 miles bed topper
• 2018 Polaris 570 SP EFI 
 Sportsman gas Hunter Ed. 
 VIN 4xASHD573KA276675
 miles 156.1 4X4, Winch, 
 Power steering
• 2013 Harley Davidson 

 FLHX street glide gas 
 VIN 1HD1KBM1XDB62520 
 miles 5,888
• 2008 Ford F250 XL Super 
 Duty gas single cab 2X4, 
 utility bed, transfer fuel tank
  VIN 1FDNF205X8EE57128
  miles 151,316
• 20ft Totem-all trailer 16 ft 
 flat w/4ft dove with ramps 
 3 axles Pinal hitch VIN 
 1BM1C2539BAD10283 
 18,000 lbs. 6,000 lb. axles 
FARM EQUIPMENT 
& TRAILERS
• 15’ Disc       • Box Blade
• 300 Gallon Water Tank

• 20’ Totem-All Trailer
  (18,000 LB GVWR)
• 16’ Bumper Pull Trailer
• Utility Trailer
FIREARMS • HUNTING
SPORTING GOODS
• Smith & Wesson M&P15
• Benelli Super Black Eagle
• Browning .308 Rifle
• Marlin 336CS .30-30
• Remington 1100
• Multiple Muzzleloaders
• Ruger .22 Revolver
• Hunting Bows
• Redneck Deer Blind
• Decoys, Waders, Hunting 
 Apparel & Accessories

SHOP EQUIPMENT
TOOLS • WELDERS
• Titanium Unlimited 
 MIG Welder & Cart
• Hobart Stickmate Welder
• Vevor Magnetic Drill
• Central Machinery 20-Ton Press
• Dewalt Cordless Tool Set
• Bosch Self-Leveling Laser
• Delta Miter Saw & Stand
• Air Compressor • Nailers
• Bench Grinder  • Drill Press
• Extensive Hand Tools 
 & Shop Supplies
OUTDOOR
LAWN & GARDEN
• Stihl Backpack Blower

• Stihl Weedeater
• Echo Chainsaw
• Husky 22-Ton Log Splitter
• Backpack Sprayer
• Turf Builder Spreader
• Pole Saws
• Pressure Washers
• Honda Water Pump
HOUSEHOLD • GARAGE
MISCELLANEOUS
• Sunquest Tanning Bed
• Heavy Duty Rolling Scaffolds
• Cast Iron Grill • Dog Kennel
• ATV Loading Ramps
• Extension Cords
• Portable Lighting
• Oils, Grease, Paint Supplies

ABSOLUTE ESTATE AUCTION
Auction Held & Located At: 1651 River Road | Smithland, KY 42081

Estate of Melvin Woodford, Jr.

PERSONAL PROPERTY SELLS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE REAL ESTATE

Escape to the peace and privacy of country living with 
this unique 46± acre property offered in two tracts and 
combinations. At the heart of the property is a charming 
2 bedroom, 1 bath cabin accompanied by outstanding 
outbuildings and recreational acreage.
TRACT 1 features the cabin, a spacious 40’ x 60’ metal shop with 

concrete floor and lean-to, two additional 12’ x 24’ metal storage/
workshop buildings, and approximately 8± acres—providing ample 
space for equipment, hobbies, business use, or outdoor recreation.
TRACT 2 consists of approximately 38± acres of wooded land rich 
with wildlife, making it an ideal setting for hunting, hiking, ATV 
riding, or simply enjoying the outdoors.

Whether you’re searching for a hunting retreat, weekend getaway, Whether you’re searching for a hunting retreat, weekend getaway, 
recreational property, or full-time residence with exceptional shop recreational property, or full-time residence with exceptional shop 

space, this versatile offering presents a rare opportunity to own acreage, space, this versatile offering presents a rare opportunity to own acreage, 
improvements, and outdoor enjoyment all in one package.improvements, and outdoor enjoyment all in one package.

Sisters Haley Faith 
Allen and Melanie 
Dennis-Lyle are cele-
brating an extraordi-
nary achievement af-
ter both earned state 
titles during the 2026 
National American 
Miss Kentucky State 
Pageant, held June 
5-7 at the Franklin 
Marriott Cool Springs 
in Nashville.

Haley Faith Allen 
was crowned 2026 
National Ameri-
can Miss Kentucky 
Queen, earning the 
top title while com-
peting against contes-
tants from across the 
Commonwealth. The 
daughter of  Chris Al-
len and Blair Lyle, Al-
len received an official 

crown and banner, a 
cash scholarship, and 
the opportunity to 
represent Kentucky 
at the National Amer-
ican Miss National 
Pageant in Orlando, 
Florida.

In addition to win-
ning the state crown, 
Allen captured sever-
al special awards, in-
cluding Casual Wear 
Winner, First Run-
ner-Up in Dream Mod-
el, First Runner-Up in 
Miss Personality, and 
Second Runner-Up in 
Photogenic.

Joining her in the 
winner’s circle was 
sister Melanie Den-
nis-Lyle, who was 
crowned 2026 Nation-
al American Miss 
Kentucky Jr. Teen 
Queen. Melanie is 

the daughter of  Mark 
Dennis and Shane and 
Blair Lyle.

Melanie earned nu-
merous honors during 
the competition, in-
cluding Casual Wear 
Winner, Best Resume 
Winner, Photogenic 
Winner, and Dream 
Model Winner. Her 
accomplishments also 
earned her a $128,000 
college scholarship to 
Midland University.

Both sisters will 
advance to the Na-
tional American Miss 
National Pageant, 
scheduled for Thanks-
giving week in Orlan-
do, where they will 
represent Kentucky 
against state titlehold-
ers from across the 
nation.

National American 
Miss is one of  the 

country’s largest pag-
eant organizations, 
focusing on personal 
development, leader-
ship, confidence, com-
munication skills, and 
community involve-
ment while providing 
scholarship opportu-
nities for women and 
girls.

The sisters’ success 
has brought pride to 
their family and the 
Ballard County com-
munity. As they pre-
pare for the national 
competition, support-
ers from across west-
ern Kentucky will be 
cheering them on as 
they represent Ken-
tucky on the national 
stage later this year.

Sisters Capture State Crowns
By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

SPRINGFIELD, Ky. 
(KT) – A man who 
is facing numerous 
charges in Wood-
ford County, was 
taken into custody 
by deputies with the 
Washington County 
Sheriff’s Department 
on Tuesday.

According to the 
Sheriff’s Department, 
while conducting rou-
tine patrol on Tablow 
Road in Willisburg, 

Deputy Ian Justice 
observed and stopped 
a vehicle being oper-
ated by Roney McKin-
ney, 49, of  Versailles, 
Kentucky. During the 
investigation, Deputy 
Justice discovered 
McKinney was want-
ed on seven active 
warrants issued by 
Woodford County.

The warrants 
included a combina-
tion of  indictment 
warrants and bench 
warrants involving 

numerous felony 
offenses and proba-
tion violations. Col-
lectively, the warrants 
contained twenty-nine 
total charges, includ-
ing allegations of  
receiving stolen prop-
erty, persistent felony 
offender offenses, bur-
glary-related charges, 
criminal possession 
of  forged instruments, 
fraudulent use of  
credit cards, unautho-
rized use of  a motor 
vehicle and probation 

violations.
Deputy Justice, 

assisted by Deputy 
John Spaulding, took 
McKinney into custo-
dy without incident. 

McKinney is current-
ly lodged in custody 
at Marion County 
Detention Center and 
will be held to answer 
the charges in Wood-
ford County.

“Our Washington 
County Sheriff  Depu-
ties cannot know who 
they may encounter 
during the course of  
a shift, but remaining 
vigilant and actively 
patrolling our com-
munities helps identi-
fy individuals who are 

wanted by the courts 
and keeps criminals 
from using Washing-
ton County as a place 
to avoid account-
ability,” said Sheriff  
Jerey Ponlston said 
in a Facebook post. 
“We are committed 
to keeping our roads, 
neighborhoods, and 
communities safe for 
our citizens.”

No word yet on 
when McKinney will 
be returned to Wood-
ford County.

Man wanted on 29 charges caught by deputies in Willisburg

 Roney McKinney
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SPORTS

Class 3A All-State honors announced

LEXINGTON — The 
Kentucky Softball 
Coaches Association 
has announced its All-
State honors in Class 
3A.

The Class 3A honor-
ees for the 2026 high 
school softball season 
follow. 

Class 3A Player of  
the Year: Layla Ogden 
(South Warren). 

Class 3A Coaching 
Staff  of  the Year: South 
Warren.

Class 3A First Team 
All-State: McLaine Hud-
son (South Warren), 
Layla Ogden (South 
Warren), Hadley Bor-
ders (South Warren), 
Courtney Norwood 
(South Warren), An-
nie Newman (Daviess 

County), Lilliana Hill 
(George Rogers Clark), 
Kaitlyn Dixon (High-
lands), Molly Hancock 
(Daviess County), 
Kenzie Williams (South 
Laurel), Haley McGuire 
(Frederick Douglass), 
Kate Drury (Madison 
Central), Maleya Gid-
dens (Assumption). 

Class 3A Second 
Team All-State: Jor-
dyn Abner (George 
Rogers Clark), Payton 
Brown (Highlands), 
Sadie Kirk (Madison-
ville-North Hopkins), 
Aubrey Batts (Oldham 
County), Storey Hume 
(Daviess County), 
Abigail Myszak (West 
Jessamine), Kamryn 
Timmons (Henderson 
County), Karsyn Rock-
voan (Bryan Station), 

Macie Murray (Green-
wood), Natalie Alimen-
to (East Jessamine), 
Josie Feebeck (Camp-
bell County).  

Class 3A Honorable 
Mention All-State: Cali 
Huff  (Greenwood), 
Hadley Swint (Scott 
County), Ayden Bennett 
(Henderson County), 
Saniya Shields (Hen-
derson County), Kaelyn 
Ledford (Meade Coun-
ty), Averie Lightner 
(Conner), Alivia Cooper 
(Bullitt East), Shelby 
James (Ballard), Layla 
Zepf  (Highlands), Lexi 
Messer (South Laurel), 
Callie Smith (Daviess 
County), Hope Hamil-
ton (Campbell County), 
Mollie Julian (Apollo), 
Jarynn Bowman (Fred-
erick Douglass).   

Staff Report

Mustangs fall to Boyd County in 
state tournament’s semifinals

LEXINGTON — 
McCracken County’s 
postseason run ended 
in the semifinals of  the 
KHSAA Baseball State 
Tournament presented 
by UK HealthCare.

Boyd County beat 
McCracken County 
6-2 during the semi-
finals of  the KHSAA 
Baseball State Tourna-
ment presented by UK 
HealthCare at Ken-
tucky Proud Park on 
Friday, June 12. 

Grant Slater started 
on the mound for Boyd 
County and earned the 
win. Slater pitched five 
innings and recorded 
six strikeouts.

Following Slater, 

Jake Dixon pitched the 
final two innings in 
relief  for Boyd County 
and claimed the save. 
Dixon fanned one 
McCracken County 
batter. 

Joshua Penrod 
pitched one inning in 
relief  for McCracken 
County and took the 
loss on the mound. 
Penrod struck out one 
Boyd County batter. 

William Fox start-
ed on the mound for 
McCracken County 
and pitched six in-
nings. Fox recorded 12 
strikeouts. 

Boyd County scored 
six runs on eight hits. 
Slater (two hits, two 
RBIs), Brody Biggs 
(two hits), Cole Adams 

(one hit, one RBI), 
Josh Kelley (one hit, 
one RBI), Jace Man-
ning (one hit, one 
RBI), Kaleb Kelley 
(one hit) and Cameron 
May (one RBI) each 
delivered offensively 
for the Lions. 

McCracken County 
plated two runs on 
seven hits. Fox (one 
hit), Caden Kern 
(three hits, one RBI), 
Lane Grace (one hit), 
Brady Thompson (one 
hit), Kendrick Dun-
ning (one hit) and Bri-
ar Hall (one RBI) each 
contributed offensive-
ly for the Mustangs. 

McCracken County 
exited the 2026 high 
school baseball season 
with a 33-9 record. 

Staff Report

Caden Kern (left) and Lucas Gagnon (right) represented state semifinalist 
McCracken County on the Morgan & Morgan All-Tournament Team. 	

(Photo courtesy of McCracken County High School)

ABSOLUTE ESTATE AUCTION

Lisa Wilson, RE Agent

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer - JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, RE Agent

BBBBBB  
BUNCH BROTHERS

AUCTIONEERS & REALTY INC.
P O BOX 175 - WINGO, KY 42088

Phone: (270) 376-2922 Cell: (270) 748-8080

Email: Lori@bunchbrothers.com
Website: bunchbrothers.com

Lisa Wilson, RE Broker

SAT., JUNE 27TH AT 10:00 A.M.
326 St. Rt. 944, Wingo, KY.  Just off Hwy 45

South of Wingo.  Watch for Signs!!!
Selling the Estate of Joe & Wanda Mullins.  Real Estate, Nice

Furniture, Appliances, Collectibles, Household Items & More!!!
Visit www.bunchbrothers.com for more information!

Selling a NICE 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Brick
Home on .95+/- Acres.  Home consists of
Utility Room, Eat In Kitchen w/Bar, Living
Room, Family Room w/Gas Fireplace, 2 Hot
Water Heaters, Central Heat & Air, LP, Large
Covered Patio, Attache 2 Car Garage, 28’x40’
Shop & More!  NOTE:  Water is supplied by
adjoining property and buyer will have 90
days to either hook to South Graves Water
or dig a well.  NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!!
NO

TERMS:  Real Estate sells AS-IS.  20% Down day of sale with
Balance due within 30 business days or upon delivery of deed.

McCracken County reached the semifinals of the KHSAA Baseball State 
Tournament presented by UK HealthCare.	

(Photo courtesy of McCracken County High School)

Jennif�
Palm�

Realty

Jennif� S. Palm�, ���
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135 Allegheny Rd Gilbertsville, KY 
$1,399,800

738 Marina Village Dr. Grand Rivers, KY
$799,000

718 Marina Village Dr. Grand Rivers, KY
$610,000

643 Whitney Dr, Paducah, KY
$450,000
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Racer Athletics receives 
anonymous $1 Million gift

MURRAY — Murray 
State Athletics has 
received a transforma-
tional investment of  
$1,000,000 from a gen-
erous family of  Racer 
supporters in Tennes-
see, it was announced 
on Monday, June 8.

The gift counts 
towards the Vision 
For Excellence Fund 
as part of  the depart-
ment’s Leading The 
Pack capital campaign 
that the Racers publicly 
announced in March. 
The campaign supports 
numerous strategic 
initiatives, capital prog-
ress and revenue share.

“We are grateful for 
this extraordinary fam-
ily for their $1 million 
investment towards the 
future of  Racer Ath-

letics,” Murray State 
University President 
Dr. Ron Patterson said. 
“As we continue to lead 
the pack in everything 
that we do, we are re-
minded that our suc-
cess is made possible 
through the generosity 
of  visionary supporters 
and the unwavering 
commitment of  Racer 
Nation.”

“As we continue 
building momentum 
toward the $100 million 
goal of  the Leading 
The Pack campaign, 
generous investments 
like this help fuel our 
pursuit of  excellence 
and position Murray 
State Athletics for sus-
tained success for years 
to come,” Director of  
Athletics Nico Yantko 
said. “We want to thank 

this family for their 
extremely generous $1 
million investment in 
the future of  Murray 
State Athletics.”

Murray State Athlet-
ics has raised $44 mil-
lion dollars in support 
of  new facilities, initia-
tives and championship 
resources, a total that 
has been made possible 
by 16, seven-figure gifts.

The $44 million is 
committed towards the 
department’s bold, com-
prehensive $100 million 
fundraising campaign, 
Leading The Pack, 
which was created to 
further position itself  
for the future by invest-
ing in student-athlete 
success and wellness, 
revenue share and com-
petitive resources and 
world-class facilities.

Staff Report

On Saturday, June 13, during its Summer Slam Pickleball Tournament, 
Calvert City Elementary School was presented with a donation from the 
Calvert Area Development Association.  

(Photo provided by Calvert City Elementary School)

Railroaders roll past Chiefs

FULTON — Fulton 
pulled away to defeat 
Paducah 15-5 in an Ohio 
Valley League game at 
Lohaus Field on Tues-
day, June 16. 

Caleb Warren col-
lected three hits in five 
at bats and led Fulton 
to the win. Warren 
hit a solo home run to 
right field in the sec-
ond inning, singled in 
the fourth inning, and 
singled in the seventh 
inning.

Fulton overcame 
a slow start to win 
convincingly. Paducah 
jumped ahead early and 
led 4-0 in the second 
inning. 

The Chiefs opened the 
scoring in the top of  the 
second thanks to three 
singles. Paducah first 
got on the scoreboard 
when Carson Reed sin-
gled, scoring one run.

Fulton made the 
score 4-2 in the bottom 
of  the second inning 

when Warren hit a solo 
home run to right field, 
and Matt Herlick drew 
a walk, scoring one run.

The Railroaders plat-
ed seven runs on five 
hits during the bottom 
of  the fourth inning to 
move ahead 9-4. Ben 
Kauffman doubled and 
drove in three runs 
for Fulton during the 
fourth inning.

Fulton scored two 
runs in the bottom of  
the sixth on a home run 
to right field by Jeremi-
ah Bowman.

Troy Joslin earned 
the win on the mound 
for the Railroaders. 
Pitching out of  a relief  
role, Joslin gave up one 
hit and one run (zero 
earned) over three and 
two-thirds innings, 
striking out four and 
walking six. 

Avery Starks took 
the loss on the mound 
for the Chiefs. Starks, 
the starting pitcher for 
Paducah, went three 

and two-thirds innings, 
allowing eight runs on 
seven hits, striking out 
five and walking four. 

Zander Smith started 
on the mound for the 
Railroaders. The Fulton 
starting pitcher allowed 
five hits and four runs 
over three innings, 
striking out four and 
walking two. Luke 
Haener also appeared 
in relief  for the Rail-
roaders.

Fulton connected 
for 12 hits in the game. 
Kauffman and Thom-
as Kuhn each drove 
in three runs for the 
Railroaders. Bowman 
collected two hits for 
Fulton in four at bats.

Andrew Dixon led 
Paducah offensively, 
finishing with three 
runs batted in. The left 
fielder went 1-for-4 on 
the day. 

Troy Dooley and 
Maddox Cope each col-
lected two hits for the 
Chiefs. 

Staff Report

Class 1A All-State honors announced

LEXINGTON — The 
Kentucky Softball 
Coaches Association 
has announced its All-
State honors in each of  
the state’s three classes. 

The Class 1A honor-
ees for the 2026 high 
school softball season 
follow. 

Class 1A Player of  the 
Year: Addison Tramble 
(Livingston Central). 

Class 1A Coaching 
Staff  of  the Year: Cum-
berland County. 

Class 1A First Team 
All-State: Addison 
Tramble (Livingston 
Central), Erica Bra-
nham (Cumberland 

County), Molly Fahm 
(Belfry), Kenzie Wallen 
(Cumberland County), 
Hadley Hargrove (Liv-
ingston Central), Madi 
Cooksey (Cumberland 
County), Kyndall John-
son (Bracken County), 
Sami Noble (Hazard), 
Jenna Coursey (Lyon 
County), Irelynn Burns 
(Livingston Central). 

Class 1A Second 
Team All-State: Peyton 
Fields (Hazard), Ryleigh 
Griffith (Hazard), Gra-
cie Myatt (Cumberland 
County), Lily Logdson 
(Owensboro Catholic), 
Courtney Collins (Lyon 
County), Taylor Clark 
(Owensboro Catholic), 
Baylor Hall (Belfry), 

Breyleigh McDaniel 
(Elliott County), Olivia 
Moore (Lyon County), 
Maggie Music (Paints-
ville).   

Class 1A Honorable 
Mention All-State: Kira 
Ratliff  (Paintsville), 
Blair Byassee (Hick-
man County), Audrey 
Carnes (Hancock Coun-
ty), Chloe Longwell 
(Clinton County), Gab-
by Luckett (Bethlehem), 
Ella Morris (Whitesville 
Trinity), Grace Rogers 
(Menifee County), Ad-
dilyn Simmons (Owens-
boro Catholic), Jordyn 
Waltrip (Hancock 
County), Claire Whitley 
(Elliott County). 

Staff Report

Trinity (Louisville) repeated as the high school baseball state champion. 
Ranked number one in the nation, Trinity shut out Boyd County 12-0 in 
five innings in the KHSAA Baseball State Tournament presented by UK 
HealthCare championship game at Kentucky Proud Park in Lexington on 
Saturday, June 13.			                     (Photo provided by KHSAA)

Boyd County finished runner-up in the KHSAA Baseball State Tournament 
presented by UK HealthCare at Kentucky Proud Park in Lexington on 
Saturday, June 13. 			                     (Photo provided by KHSAA)

Boyd County baseball finishes 
as KHSAA state runner-up

Trinity baseball wins KHSAA 
state championship

South Warren shut out Bullitt East 8-0 in the KHSAA Softball State 
Tournament presented by UK HealthCare championship game at John 
Cropp Stadium in Lexington on Saturday, June 13. The Lady Spartans 
capped off a perfect season, finishing 45-0.         (Photo provided by KHSAA)

Bullitt East finished runner-up in the KHSAA Softball State Tournament 
presented by UK HealthCare on Saturday, June 13.

(Photo provided by KHSAA)

Bullitt East finishes as KHSAA 
softball state runner-up

South Warren wins KHSAA 
softball state championship

Subscribe or Advertise TODAY!  270.442.7389
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How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 

boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, 

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! Good Luck! 
ANSWERS IN B SECTION

Sudoku Puzzle

Word SearchCrossword Puzzle

Word Scramble

Guess Who?

ANSWERS IN 
B SECTION

Crypto Fun

IF IT MATTERS TO YOU, 
IT MATTERS TO US.

THANKS FOR READING!

Puzzle 
Solutions 

on B7
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Murray State Football receives 
$100,000 investment from Racer 

Football Alumni Association

MURRAY — The 
Murray State football 
program has received 
another $100,000 
investment from the 
Racer Football Alumni 
Association (RFAA) 
that was presented to 
Director of  Athletics 
Nico Yantko and head 
coach Jody Wright 
during the organi-
zation’s annual golf  
tournament.

This generous 
contribution will have 
an immediate im-
pact on the program 
by supporting new 
competitive resources 
including roster man-
agement and other 
initiatives.

“This remarkable 
gift from the RFAA 
reflects the tremen-
dous commitment 
that this outstanding 
organization has to 
the success of  Mur-
ray State football and 
our student-athletes,” 
Murray State Univer-
sity President Dr. Ron 
Patterson said. “We 
are deeply grateful for 
the leadership, gener-
osity and passion that 
the RFAA continues 

to demonstrate, and 
are appreciative of  
their willingness to 
strengthen the future 
of  our university and 
football program for 
years to come.”

“We are incredibly 
grateful for the contin-
ued investment that 
the RFAA makes in 
the success of  Murray 
State Athletics and 
our student-athletes,” 
Director of  Athletics 
Nico Yantko said. 
“The leadership of  
the RFAA and all of  
our dedicated football 
alumni consistently 
give of  their time, 
talents and treasures 
to elevate our program 
and create transforma-
tional opportunities 
for our student-ath-
letes. This generous 
$100,000 gift is another 
example of  their un-
wavering commitment 
to our future.”

Founded in 2018, the 
RFAA continues to 
have a positive impact 
on Racer Football 
through significant 
donations given by its 
membership.

Previous invest-
ments from the 
RFAA have allowed 

the department to 
invest in educational 
benefits for football 
student-athletes and 
make much-needed 
enhancements to the 
team’s facilities, in-
cluding updates to the 
team meeting room, 
team lounge, coaches 
suit, locker room and 
more.

Over the last two 
years, Murray State 
has raised a school-re-
cord $43 million dol-
lars in support of  new 
facilities, initiatives 
and championship 
resources. That total 
was made possible by 
15, seven-figure gifts, 
which also amounts 
to the most in depart-
ment history.

The $43 million is 
committed towards 
the department’s bold, 
comprehensive $100 
million fundraising 
campaign, Leading 
The Pack, which was 
created to further 
position itself  for the 
future by investing in 
student-athlete suc-
cess and wellness, rev-
enue share and com-
petitive resources and 
world-class facilities.

Staff Report

INDIANAPOLIS — 
A third of  the NCAA 
Division I Men’s 
Basketball Committee 
will be made up of  
first-year members 
after four administra-
tors were appointed to 
the group Wednesday. 
Notre Dame Ath-
letics Director Pete 
Bevacqua, Ole Miss 
Athletics Director 
Keith Carter, Missou-
ri Valley Conference 
Commissioner Jeff  
Jackson and North-
western Athletics Di-
rector Mark Jackson 
will begin their terms 
later this year. 

They will replace 
Sun Belt Conference 
Commissioner and 
current committee 
Chair Keith Gill, Ala-
bama Athletics Direc-
tor Greg Byrne and 
Minnesota Athletics 
Director Mark Coyle, 
whose terms expire 
at the end of  August, 
as well as Syracuse 
Athletics Director 
John Wildhack, who 
is retiring from the 
university July 1.

Bevacqua will be 
Wildhack’s replace-
ment as the Atlantic 
Coast Conference 
representative. Bev-
acqua, who will serve 
a four-year term, will 
officially join the com-
mittee July 1, while 
the others will have 
five-year terms that 
start Sept. 1. 

Bevacqua, who is a 
1993 graduate of  Notre 
Dame, returned to 

campus in July 2023 
as a special assistant 
to the president before 
being named director 
of  athletics in March 
2024. Before that, 
Bevacqua served as 
chair of  NBC Sports, 
leading to its unprec-
edented collection of  
assets and platforms, 
and was the network’s 
chief  steward of  exclu-
sive broadcast rights 
agreement with Notre 
Dame football.

He previously served 
as chief  executive 
officer of  the PGA of  
America, global head 
of  golf  at Creative 
Artists Agency, chief  
business officer for 
the United States Golf  
Association and first 
managing director of  
the U.S. Open Cham-
pionship. Bevacqua is 
also the eighth person 
to serve on the com-
mittee and the College 
Football Playoff  man-
agement team.

The Southeast-
ern Conference will 
be represented by 
Carter, the Ole Miss 
athletics director. The 
Perryville, Arkansas, 
native has been a part 
of  the Ole Miss com-
munity since enrolling 
as a freshman in 1995. 
A four-year starter for 
the Rebels basketball 
team, Carter led the 
squad to a pair of  SEC 
Western Division titles 
in 1997 and 1998 while 
earning all-confer-
ence honors twice and 
garnering All-America 
honors following his 

senior season in 1999. 
He also played in the 
1997, 1998 and 1999 
NCAA tournaments, 
scoring 22 points and 
grabbing 11 rebounds 
in a loss to Valparaiso 
in the famous 1998 
first-round game, 
and then recording 
18 points and seven 
rebounds in a win over 
Villanova a year later. 

Carter won a gold 
medal as a member 
of  the United States 
national team at the 
1998 Goodwill Games 
and also played pro-
fessionally in Italy for 
seven years. He joined 
the Ole Miss Founda-
tion in 2008 and then 
the Ole Miss Athletics 
Foundation in 2009. 
After three years, he 
was named executive 
director. By 2018, he 
was the school’s dep-
uty athletics director 
for development and 
resource acquisition, 
overseeing the Athlet-
ics Foundation while 
also serving as chief  
revenue officer and as 
the sport administra-
tor for baseball and 
men’s basketball. A 
year later, he moved 
to his current role, 
where his tenure has 
seen the Ole Miss 
athletics department 
reach unprecedented 
heights that include 
the school’s three best 
finishes in the Lear-
field Directors’ Cup.

Missouri Valley 
Conference Commis-
sioner Jeff  Jackson 
was also appointed 

to the committee. 
Jackson has extensive 
basketball experience, 
having spent 30 years 
coaching, including 
seven years as a head 
coach at Furman and 
three more in the head 
position at New Hamp-
shire. He also served 
as an assistant coach 
at Vanderbilt for seven 
seasons, helping the 
Commodores reach 
the Sweet 16 in 2004, 
and had stops at Stan-
ford, Colorado State 
and St. Bonaventure. 

The 1984 Cornell 
graduate has been at 
the Missouri Valley 
since 2021. Before that, 
he spent three years as 
the executive asso-
ciate commissioner 
of  the Big 12 Confer-
ence, which included 
having oversight of  
men’s basketball and 
game management, 
coordinating the 
conference’s post-
season tournament, 
and working with 
the league’s coaches, 
administrators and 
officials. He previously 
spent four years as 
deputy commissioner 
of  the Big South Con-
ference, overseeing 
external operations, 
championships and 
sports administration, 
with a primary focus 
on men’s and women’s 
basketball. Jackson 
was also responsible 
for the league’s strate-
gic plan and assisted 
with branding efforts 
and broadcast matters.

The Big Ten Confer-

ence’s representative 
will be Mark Jackson, 
the director of  athlet-
ics at Northwestern. 
Jackson had a brief  
stint on the committee 
in 2024 when he was 
athletics director at 
Villanova and was 
appointed by the Big 
East Conference to 
replace former Butler 
Athletics Director 
Barry Collier, who 
retired soon after the 
2024 Men’s Final Four. 
However, Jackson ac-
cepted his current role 
that September, end-
ing his short tenure. 

Jackson held po-
sitions at Southern 
California (senior 
associate director of  
athletics and chief  
innovation officer) 
and Syracuse (execu-
tive senior associate 
athletics director) 
before going to Villa-
nova in 2015. While 
he was at Villanova, 
the Wildcats captured 
the Division I men’s 
basketball national 
championship in 2016 
and 2018. A native 
of  Boston, Jackson 
played defensive back 
on the football team 
at Colby and received 
his bachelor’s degree 
in 1995. He earned a 
master’s degree from 
Trinity (Connecti-
cut) in 1997. He also 
worked as a coaching 
assistant for the New 
England Patriots and 
as director of  football 
development for the 
Oakland Raiders.

Jackson oversees 

21 varsity sports with 
more than 500 stu-
dent-athletes, plus 
recreational and 
intramural programs 
at Northwestern. In 
his two years at the 
school, the Wildcats 
won national champi-
onships in field hockey 
(2024, 2025) and wom-
en’s golf  (2025) and 
last month captured 
the women’s lacrosse 
national title.

The 12-member 
committee will be the 
first to select, seed 
and bracket a 76-team 
field. The NCAA last 
month announced 
the expansion of  the 
tournament from 68 
teams to 76 starting in 
2027. The new mem-
bers will be joined 
by Irma Garcia, the 
director of  athletics at 
Manhattan; Stu Jack-
son, the commission-
er of  the West Coast 
Conference; Arthur 
Johnson, the director 
of  athletics at Tem-
ple; Zack Lassiter, the 
director of  athletics 
at Abilene Christian; 
Martin Newton, the 
director of  athletics at 
Samford; Lee Reed, the 
director of  athletics 
at Georgetown; Chad 
Weiberg, the director 
of  athletics at Okla-
homa State; and Tom 
Wistrcill, the commis-
sioner of  the Big Sky 
Conference. Newton 
will chair the com-
mittee for the 2026-27 
season.

Four administrators appointed to NCAA 
Division I Men’s Basketball Committee

SUMMARY OF KEVIL CITY ORDINANCE ENTITLED: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KEVIL, KENTUCKY ADOPTING THE 
ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL PERIOD JULY 1, 2026, THROUGH 
JUNE 30, 2027, BY ESTIMATING REVENUES AND RESOURCES AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR THE OPERATION OF 
CITY GOVERNMENT. 

Adopts, by incorporated Exhibit, the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget of the 
City of Kevil, Kentucky as follows: 

Estimated Revenues 
Property Taxes $149,240.00 
Vehicle Taxes $26,000.00 
Franchise Taxes $52,000.00 
HB413 $5,000.00 
Road Aid $8,000.00 
State Aid $14,500.00 
Misc Income $11,660.00 
Rentals $2,500.00 
Bandana Water $41,600.00 
Water City/County $193,000.00 
Sewer City/County $182,000.00 
Total Estimated Revenue $685,500.00 

Proposed Expenditures 
Employee Wages $260,000.00 
Payroll Expenses $132,000.00 
KLC Insurances $48,000.00 
Sheriff Donation $7,200.00 
Cameras $3,000.00 
Utilities Expense $46,000.00 
Office Expense $44,300.00 
Shop Expense $119,000.00 
Road Fund $8,000.00 
Fire Expense $18,000.00 
Total Estimated Expenditures  $685,500.00

This summary has been prepared and certified by Stacey A. Blankenship, 
Kevil City Attorney, who is licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. 

PREPARED AND CERTIFIED: 
Stacey A. Blankenship 
Keuler, Kelly, Hutchins, Blankenship and Sigler, LLP 
100 South 4th Street, Suite 400 
Paducah, Ky 42001 
(270) 488-8888 
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MADISONVILLE, 
Ky. - A two-day drone 
pilot certification 
workshop and exam 
are being offered July 
8-9 by the Kentucky 
Agriculture Train-
ing School (KATS), a 
program of  the Uni-
versity of  Kentucky 
Martin-Gatton College 
of  Agriculture, Food 
and Environment. 

According to KATS 
coordinator Lori 
Rogers, the workshop 
will prepare candi-
dates for the certifica-
tion required under 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
Small UAS Rule, Part 
107.

“This is an intense 
prep course for the 
Drone Pilot Certifica-
tion Exam as required 
by the FAA, for those 
who plan to use drones 

commercially,” Rogers 
said. “Drones are an 
increasingly popular 
tool in agriculture to 
help save time and 
increase production. 
They are used in map-
ping, spraying, scout-
ing, crop and livestock 
monitoring and more.”

The prep course is 
designed for trained 
drone pilots looking 
to earn their certifica-
tion, which is needed 
to provide profes-
sional agricultural 
drone services. Mandy 
Briggs of  the Institute 

of  Aviation at Park-
land College teaches 
the course, and her 
students have a 99% 
pass rate on the FAA 
exam. The course does 
not cover drone-flying 
instruction.

The workshop will 
be held on day one at 

the Hopkins County 
Extension Office, 25 
Mahr Park Drive, 
Madisonville, KY 
42431. Instruction will 
run from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. CDT, and partic-
ipants should expect 
to complete practice 
exams that evening.

Participants will 
return to the Exten-
sion office at 8 a.m. for 
day two. The optional 
two-hour exam will be 
held following lunch at 
Madisonville Commu-
nity College’s North 
Campus, 2000 College 
Drive.

The fee for the 
workshop is $400 and 
includes lunch and 
study materials for 
both days. A separate 
fee of  $175 is required 
to take the exam on 
location. Certified crop 
advisors will earn 12 
CEUs.

Pre-registration is 
required by July 1 and 
is limited to 18 partic-
ipants. 

Contact Lori Rogers 
at lori.rogers@uky.
edu or 270-365-7541 ext. 
21317 for additional in-
formation or visit the 
UK KATS website. 

UK offers FAA certification workshop and 
exam for agricultural drone pilots

The workshop is designed for drone pilots looking to earn their certification, which is needed to 
provide professional agricultural drone services. 				          (Photo by Matt Barton)

By Jennifer Elwell
University of Kentucky

Few animals in 
Kentucky are more 
misunderstood than 
snakes.

They turn up in 
gardens, woodpiles, 
barns, creeks, ponds 
and backyards. They 
startle people. They 
move quickly. They 
do not blink. And for 
many Kentuckians, 
the first thought is 
often the same: Is it 
venomous?

Most of the time, 
the answer is no.

Kentucky is home to 
33 snake species, and 
only four are venom-
ous: the copperhead, 
timber rattlesnake, 
pigmy rattlesnake and 
western cottonmouth. 
That means most 
snakes people see 
across the state are 
harmless to humans 
and play an important 
role in the environ-
ment, especially by 
eating mice, rats and 
other small animals.

Still, telling snakes 

apart is not always 
easy. Many people 
rely on simple rules 
they have heard for 
years: triangular head 
means venomous, 
round head means 
harmless; thick body 
means dangerous; 
snake near water 
means cottonmouth.

Those shortcuts 
can be misleading.

Venomous snakes 
in Kentucky often 
have a triangular or 
spade-shaped head, 
with the head wider at 
the back and narrow-
ing at the neck. They 
also have elliptical, 
cat-like pupils, while 
nonvenomous snakes 
in Kentucky have 
round pupils. But 
these traits are not 
always practical for 
the average person to 
use, especially from a 
safe distance. No one 
should get close to a 
snake just to examine 
its eyes.

Head shape can fool 

people, too. Many non-
venomous snakes, in-
cluding watersnakes, 
flatten their heads 
when threatened. 
That defensive behav-
ior can make them 
look more like a ven-
omous snake. Body 
shape can be just 
as confusing. Some 
harmless snakes are 
heavy-bodied, while 
some venomous 
snakes may not look 
especially large at a 
quick glance.

This is why range, 
habitat, pattern and 

behavior all matter.
The western cotton-

mouth, often called 
a water moccasin, is 
one of  Kentucky’s 
most misidentified 
snakes. It is venom-
ous, but it is not found 
across the state. In 
Kentucky, cotton-
mouths are limited to 
the Jackson Purchase 
and parts of  the West-
ern Coalfields. They 
are associated with 
swamps, wetlands, 
lakes and flood-
plains, especially in 
the warmer months. 

There are no verified 
cottonmouth records 
around Lexington, 
Richmond or through-
out Central and East-
ern Kentucky.

That matters be-
cause many snakes 
reported as cotton-
mouths in those areas 
are actually harmless 
watersnakes. Water-
snakes may be de-
fensive if  handled or 
cornered, but they are 
not venomous.

The safest approach 
is also the simplest: 
Leave snakes alone. 

Do not try to pick 
them up. Do not try to 
kill them. Give them 
room to move away, 
keep pets and chil-
dren at a safe distance 
and take a photo from 
several feet away 
if identification is 
needed.

Fear of  snakes is 
common. But fear 
does not have to lead 
to panic. A little 
knowledge can help 
Kentuckians recog-
nize that most snakes 
they encounter are 
not a threat, and even 
venomous snakes are 
best handled with 
distance, caution and 
respect.

In most cases, a 
snake in the yard is 
not looking for trou-
ble. It is looking for 
cover, food or a way 
out.

You can learn more 
about snake identi-
fication by visiting 
https://kysnakes.
mgcafe.uky.edu/.

Most Kentucky snakes are 
harmless. Knowing the 

difference matters.

Sources: Steven Price, Department of  Forestry and Natural Resources chair



WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389	 Friday, June 19, 2026  A9NEWS

Safety Drives Design of New Roundabout Near Cairo

CAIRO, Ill. — A new 
roundabout will be 
constructed south of  
Cairo as part of  the 
U.S. 51 Bridge Re-
placement Project, a 
major infrastructure 
investment designed 
to improve safety, 
traffic flow and long-
term transporta-
tion access between 
Kentucky, Illinois and 
Missouri.

The Kentucky 
Transportation 
Cabinet recently 
announced that the 
roundabout will be 
built on the Illinois 
side of  the new bridge 
crossing connecting 
Wickliffe, Kentucky, 
and Cairo, Illinois.

Transportation 
officials selected the 

roundabout design 
after studying traffic 
patterns, safety data 
and future transporta-
tion needs throughout 
the tri-state region. 
According to project 
planners, the round-
about will reduce 
delays, improve 
traffic movement and 
help decrease the 
likelihood of  serious 
crashes compared to 
a traditional intersec-
tion.

The design also 
ensures that no single 
direction of  travel 
is favored, allowing 
traffic from Kentucky, 
Illinois and Missouri 
to move more effi-
ciently through the 
area while support-
ing future economic 
growth and freight 
transportation.

To accommodate 

larger vehicles, the 
roundabout will in-
clude a truck apron, 
allowing tractor-trail-
ers, school buses, 
emergency vehicles 
and farm equipment 
to safely navigate the 
intersection.

Project officials 
have also released an 

online video show-
casing the planned 
bridge and round-
about, giving resi-
dents a preview of  
how the completed 
project will look and 
function. The pre-
sentation highlights 
the extensive plan-
ning and engineering 

efforts that have gone 
into the design.

According to trans-
portation officials, 
every decision sur-
rounding the project 
has been guided by 
one primary goal: 
keeping travelers safe 
in the event of  the 
unexpected. From 

improved traffic pat-
terns to modern road-
way design features, 
safety has remained 
at the forefront of  the 
planning process.

The new bridge 
and roundabout are 
intended to serve the 
region well into the 
future, providing a 
reliable connection 
between Kentucky, 
Illinois and Missouri 
while meeting mod-
ern transportation 
needs. Officials say 
the project represents 
thoughtful planning 
today to create infra-
structure that will 
stand firm for genera-
tions to come.

Transportation 
officials have not yet 
announced a con-
struction start date 
for the roundabout.

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – Kentucky Attor-
ney General Russell 
Coleman announced 
Wednesday that he has 
filed three lawsuits 
against prediction mar-
ket platforms, including 
a sweepstakes gambling 
platform and a crypto-
currency platform.

Coleman accuses each 
of  the companies of  op-
erating unlicensed and 

illegal sports betting 
and gambling platforms 
in Kentucky.

The lawsuits were 
filed in Franklin Circuit 
Court against:

--Kalshi, a prediction 
market platform, and 
its affiliates including 
Coinbase.

--Polymarket, a pre-
diction market platform, 
and its affiliates.

--VGW, an online casi-
no platform with brands 
including Chumba Ca-
sino, Global Poker and 

LuckyLand Slots.
“Kalshi and Poly-

market are operating 
illegal sportsbooks in 
Kentucky and breaking 
our laws,” Coleman 
said. “These multi-bil-
lion dollar corporations 
and their legal fictions 
don’t pass the sniff  
test. As one of  our state 
legislative leaders said 
it best, ‘If  it looks like a 
duck and quacks like a 
duck…”

The prediction market 
lawsuits also allege 

Polymarket and Kalshi 
and its affiliated entities, 
Coinbase, Robinhood 
and Webull offer users 
few or no resources to 
identify or seek help for 
a gambling problem, 
which is mandated un-
der Kentucky law.

VGW and its affiliates 
operate unlawful sweep-
stakes casino websites 
that use two different 
types of  virtual gam-
bling chips. The sweep-
stakes casino games 
are designed to look 

and feel like traditional 
casino games with slot 
machines and blackjack 
games. A study cited in 
the complaint, says they 
also exploit the same 
psychological triggers 
related to addiction.

The online casinos 
offer two types of  chips 
– one for free and one 
with a cash value. Users 
pay real money for 
so-called Sweeps Coins 
just like gamblers pay 
for poker chips at a real 
casino. They are also 

able to cash out their 
winnings.

“This company may 
use new technology and 
a new scheme to hide, 
but the reality is the 
same,” Coleman noted. 
“Our Office has a duty 
to stop illegal gambling 
in Kentucky regardless 
of  how it’s packaged.”

All three lawsuits 
allege violations of  
Kentucky’s Consumer 
Protection law, the Loss 
Recovery Act and the 
state’s gambling laws.

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

Kentucky AG accuses prediction market platforms of breaking KY laws
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RARE AUCTION GROUPRARE AUCTION GROUP
Robert Alexander, CAI Broker/Auctioneer

Ashley Alexander-Medley, Broker/Auctioneer • Staci Bachuss, Auctioneer 
John Alexander, Auctioneer • Ethan Futrell, REALTOR/Auctioneer

KY Auct. Lic. #P1437 • KY RE Lic. #173 • IL Auct. Lic. #441.0000399 • IL RE Lic. #075.0092126 
TN Auct. Lic. #5152 • TN RE Lic. #382938

RARE AUCTION CENTERRARE AUCTION CENTER
4000 OLIVET CH. RD.
PADUCAH, KY 42001

270-554-5212 or  
1-800-307-SOLD

rareauctions.com
 Download our App

THURS., JULY 9TH • 10:07 AM • 1540 CULP ROAD • PADUCAH, KY • ±1400 SQ. FT. • 3 BR, 1 BA • ±3 ACRES • 2 TRACTS • ±1165 SQ. FT. FUTURE APARTMENT/EFFICIENCY

THURS., JUNE 25TH • 10:07 AM • 1867 & 1869 US HWY 60 E • SALEM, KY • ±103 ACRES IN 6 TRACTS W/6 LAKES & PONDS! • ±32 ACRE HORSE FARM 
FABULOUS ±8500 SQ. FT. HOME • IDEAL AIR BNB/EVENT CENTER • HIDDEN INDOOR POOL • NEAR NASHVILLE, MARION, PADUCAH, SMITHLAND, BENTON, LAKE BARKLEY, & KY LAKE

ABSOLUTE AUCTIONABSOLUTE AUCTION

LIVING ESTATE AUCTIONLIVING ESTATE AUCTION

Tract 1: ±8500 Sq. Ft. under roof; ±3500 Sq. Ft. living area; ±3 yr roof; ±4 Bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, large family room, dining room, & kitchen that adjoins the large 
gathering room with 10-person breakfast bar, vaulted ceiling, fireplace, and 15-window panoramic view of lakes & farm; ±2672 Sq. Ft. event center with hidden 
indoor pool; ±1414 Sq. Ft. 2 car garage/drive-in, poured wall basement; ±1000 Sq. Ft. rec-room; ±120x40 Ft. square post building with horse trailer-, motor 
home-, or camper-high clearance, storage, plus ±40x16 Ft. heavy insulated shop area; ±10.47 acres; blacktop drive & much more; from ±10- up to ±103-acres 
in combination. Interconnected roads to all parts of the farm and county water to the back of the farm. Hwy 60 road frontage. Indoor concrete pool is properly 
covered with pine decking - easily removable. Tract 2: Fabulous ±31.41 acre horse farm (leased to BMSS for 2 yrs at $14,400 annual/$1200 monthly, with 1yr 
renew option) begins with a front entry and parking lot to the first building – the prestigious Bob Marshall Sports Saddle Manufacturing facility. The facility 
features a heavily insulated square post building, a nice showroom, offices, brea room, layout room, storage rooms, and more! The second building this tract, 
also a heavily insulated, well-lit square post building, is the horse barn with 22 stalls & a fantastic, well-lit arena. The third square post building is an open 
machinery shed. All is situated on ±31.41 acres with excellent trails, views, 1 stocked pond, some woods, plus gravel roads to the home, to the back, and all 
areas of the farm, plus hundreds of ft. of Hwy 60 road frontage. On county water. Tract 3: ±16.01 Acres. Beautiful shared pond; trails; woods; gravel road 
from Hwy 60 to property; picnic area; county water access nearby. Tract 4: ±10.75 Acres. Gorgeous shared pond; trails; fabulous views; many building sites; 
park-like grounds; county water access nearby. Gravel road from Hwy 60.  Tract 5: ±20.44 Acres; Beautiful shared pond; trails; woods; gravel road from Hwy 
60; park-like grounds; beautiful building sites. Tract 6: ±13.16 acres. In-ground hunting lodge built from storage containers with city water; excellent views; 
ponds; trails; roads; good hunting season rental income producer; Hwy 60 road frontage. Terms of Auction: 10% Buyer’s Premium added to the final bid(s) and included 
in the total contract price(s). 15% Deposit due day of auction; balance within 45 days. Survey fee split 50/50 between buyer(s)/seller. Auction held at the home on Tract 1.

PREVIEW: MON., JUNE 22PREVIEW: MON., JUNE 22NDND  
5:07-7:07 PM5:07-7:07 PM

Location: Traveling I-24, take Exit 16 – Hwy 68 W; turn right onto Hwy 62 E – Kentucky Dam Rd.; turn left onto Culp Rd. Signs posted. Widowed, 32-yr owner downsizing. The 
Bowlins enjoyed everything about their ±3 acre get-away. Tract 1: Situated on a pretty, well-landscaped, one acre home site is this attractive brick home that begins with a ±19x6.5 
Ft. front porch with wrought iron columns and a ±21 Ft. Bedford stone planter; into the ±22.5x13 Ft. living room with ceiling fan, great front yard view, and arch top doorway. The 
±15.25x15 Ft. kitchen and dining room combination steps out to the ±30x14 Ft. carport/covered patio and is furnished with a smooth top electric range, refrigerator, and dishwasher, 
natural finished pine cabinetry, and tiled floor; an oversized ±11x10.25 Ft. utility room with a surplus of built-in cabinetry with lots of counter space, plus the recently purchased 
GE washer & Whirlpool dryer is included; the utility room steps out to the chain-link fenced backyard. Down the hall is a coat closet and a linen closet, plus the ±11x7.5x4.5 Ft. 
ceramic tiled full bath. The first bedroom is ±15x12 Ft. (w/offset) with a ceiling fan and hardwood under laminate; the second bedroom is ±11x11 Ft. with hardwood under laminate; 
the third bedroom is ±11x10 Ft. with hardwood floor. Just behind the fenced yard is a ±1165 Sq. Ft. close-to-stormproof building, with ground level entry to the ±17x15.5 Ft. shop/rec 
room, etc. with a ±16.5x7 Ft. storage room; on the second level is an ell room ±23.5x9.25 Ft. and ±10.25x7.5 Ft.; plus a ±16.5x10.5 Ft. enclosed back porch with concrete floor. This 
second floor also walks out ground level – future apartment or mancave/she-shed. Tract 2: ±2 Acres; nice, grassy hill-side to level woods; has ±25 Ft. easement from Culp Road; city 
water available. Terms of Auction: 15% Deposit day of auction; balance within 45 days. A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final bid and included in the total contract price.

Cane Creek Histor-
ic Cemetery, four-
teen years ago was 
a massive growth of  
weeds, downed limbs, 
and unimaginable 
amount of  debris.  A 
challenge beyond 
description.  But our 
dedicated community 
volunteer workers 
tackled this histor-

ic cemetery with a 
desire most people 
do not know about.  
Over the years, our 
volunteer workers 
continued dedication 
has made a difference 
in a true Slater Com-
munity landmark.  

Pictured, you can 
see the cemetery is 
neat as a pin now; 
not only looking good 
to the community, 

but appreciated by 
many out of  state 
descendants.  That 
is the way we like 
it.  Job well done by 
caring volunteers.  
We are looking for a 
permanent volunteer 
caretaker for this 
very historic ceme-
tery, full of  mysteries 
and unique stories.  
If  interested as a 
responsible caretak-

er, please text 270 210 
3538.

Some early settlers 
and well known com-
munity leaders listed 
in the Ballard County 
Cemetery Book, Vol-
ume III are:  Brun-
son, Buchanan, Gay, 
Hilston, Lee, Mayber-
ry, Phillips, Rollins, 
Stom,  Sullivan, and 
Stovall ... too many to 
list all of  the burials.

By Betty L. Johnson
bettyjohnsonky@yahoo.com

Ballard County Cemetery Restoration
Cane Creek Historic Cemetery Cleanup
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1072 5TH AVE, CALVERT CITY, KY

 

HILARY WASHER 
CALVERT CITY AGENT

JUNE 22 
AMERIBRATION PAGEANT 
Registration is online only, 
visit calvertcityky.gov to register!
Begins at 6 PM at the Calvert City 
Civic Center. $5 entry fee. 

JULY 4 
CFSB VETERANS BRUNCH
Food provided by 50’s Cafe. 
Veterans eat free. $10 per person. 
Civic Center
July 4 - 9 AM - 11 AM 

CADA CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
Calvert City Memorial Park
Registration 9 AM - 9:30 AM 
10 AM,  $20 per team to register
Bring your own boards and bags!

CALVERT CITY MUSEUM 
AND COOLING CENTER
Calvert City Civic Center 
July 4, 10 AM - 4 PM 

LIVE MUSIC
Calvert City Memorial Park 
- Bring a chair, tent, and stay 
the entire day!

11:30 PM – Mitch Knight
12:30 PM – Sticky Bones
2:00 PM – Flatmounds
3:30 PM – Underdogs
5:00 PM – Deja Blues
7:00 PM  – Marty Brown

FOOD TRUCKS, ARTISANS & CRAFTS
Calvert City Memorial Park
11 AM - DUSK

FREE INFLATABLES 
Calvert City Memorial Park
11 AM - 8  PM 

FREE PETTING ZOO 
Calvert City Memorial Park
11 PM - 5 PM

POP UP MINI-GOLF 
Calvert City Memorial Park
12 PM - 6 PM

SPLASH FOUNTAIN FUN
Calvert City Memorial Park
ALL DAY 

CC MASONIC LODGE KID PARADE
12 PM - Memorial Park Amphitheater
Bike, stroll, walk, skip, or ride around in 
your best 4th of July decorations!

CALVERT CITY PARADE 
WE THE PEOPLE - Parade Theme
Along Calvert City 5th Ave 6:00 PM 
Line up is at Pathway Baptist Church 
beginning at 5:00 PM, free to enter 
and no registration required! No 
controversial items may be used 
during the parade.

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S BIRTHDAY
Calvert City Civic Center
After the Parade 7 PM
Free Birthday Cake!

CALVERT CITY FIREWORKS
Watch the BEST fire works in Western 
Kentucky at Doctor’s Park at DUSK!

AMERIBRATION
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SUPER from
Front Page

FFA from
Front Page

First Kentucky Bank employees Katie Pearson, 
Victoria Burgess, Amanda Rorer, and Lisa Bartolo, who 

also serves as a YMCA Board member, were proud 
to join Mayfield-Graves County YMCA CEO Andrew 
Burgess, along with Board member Al Chandler, for 

the presentation of a $1,000 donation in support of the 
YMCA’s Annual Campaign!  This donation helps make 
wellness memberships more accessible and supports 

important childcare services, including preschool, after-
school programs, and summer camps.

(SICIL), located at 101 W. 
8th St., Metropolis, IL 62960.

Artist Alley & Writers’ 
Way was located on the 
basement level of  the 
building and featured 
a variety of  artists and 
writers. Some of  the 
featured artists included 
Stuart Sayger, Don Kramer, 
and Scott Godlewski. Stuart 
Sayger primarily creates 
cover illustrations and 
has worked on Superman, 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles, and even a KISS 
comic book series. Don 
Kramer has worked on 
various titles, including 
Batman and Nightwing. 
Scott Godlewski has 
worked for DC Comics, 
Marvel, and Image Comics 
and is currently working 
on the series Adventures 
of  Superman: Book of  El 
(2025–present), which is 
currently on issue #9 of  a 
planned 12-issue run.

Ed Gross, a veteran 
entertainment journalist 
who has written numerous 
nonfiction books about 
Superman, was one of  the 
notable writers attending 
the event. I asked Ed what 
the biggest takeaway from 
his career had been. He 
told me that the one word 
that came to mind was 
“blessed.”

Overall, the event was 
a success and highly 
entertaining. Attendance 
has seen better days, 
and we hope that in the 
coming years more people 
become aware of  this 
annual celebration of  one 
of  America’s greatest and 
most influential pop culture 
icons. Next year will mark 
the 49th Annual Superman 
Celebration, and 2028 will 
bring the event’s 50th 
anniversary, which should 
result in a significant 
increase in turnout 
compared to recent years.

Sloan also earned 
state recognition 
with a third-place 
finish in the Goat 
Production Place-
ment Proficiency 
Contest.

In leadership 
accomplishments, 
Callie Smith was 
selected to serve as a 
Kentucky FFA Foun-
dation Ambassador, 
a prestigious role 
that allows students 
to help promote 
agricultural educa-
tion and leadership 
opportunities across 
the state.

Six Graves County 
FFA members earned 
the coveted Kentucky 
FFA State Degree, 
one of  the organiza-
tion’s highest hon-
ors. Those receiving 
State Degrees were 
Katie Woolf, Caleb 
Walton, Jayce Hale, 

Karlee Peeler, Man-
nix Hamilton and 
Darcey Sloan.

The chapter 
also showcased its 
skills in competitive 
events. Seven mem-
bers participated in 
the Ag Issues Forum 
Leadership Develop-
ment Event, includ-
ing Grace Hurley, 
Callie Smith, Morgan 
Burton, Riley Smith, 
Izzy Foy, Carter Jett 
and Emmitt Darnall.

Four members 
competed in the 
Farm Business 
Management Career 
Development Event: 
Vinn Lowry, Colt 
Shelton, Bethany 
Puckett and Eliza-
beth Atkins.

In addition, several 
Graves County FFA 
members signed 
with the Kentucky 
Beef  Council to serve 
as Beef  Industry 
Advocates, helping 

promote and educate 
others about Ken-
tucky’s beef  indus-
try.

Chapter leaders 
expressed appreci-
ation to the Graves 
County FFA Alumni 
for covering housing 
expenses during the 
convention, noting 
that the support 
helps make partici-
pation in state-level 
events more accessi-
ble for students.

The convention 
provided members 
with opportunities 
to compete, develop 
leadership skills, 
network with fellow 
FFA members from 
across Kentucky and 
celebrate the accom-
plishments of  agri-
cultural education 
programs through-
out the state.Scott Godlewski holding a signed issue of ‘Adventures of Superman: Book of El 

Issue #1,’ a series he is currently working on.

Don Kramer, who worked for DC Comics on 
Wonder Woman, Batman, and Nightwing 
holding his illustration of the Joker from 

Batman. 

Stuart Sayger, professional illustrator, holding 
one of his many art prints. He has done covers 

from The Walking Dead, GI Joe, & various DC 
Comic & Marvel properties.

Ed Gross, veteran entertainment journalist, 
standing in front a variety of the nonfiction 

books he’s published spanning across a 
variety of IP’s including Superman.



By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

WICKLIFFE — The 
Wickliffe City Council 
met in regular session 
on May 12 at City Hall, 
addressing a variety of  
city business ranging 
from infrastructure 
improvements 
and water system 
maintenance to public 
safety concerns 
involving off-road 
vehicles.

Mayor David Phillips 

presided over the 
meeting, with council 
members Jacque 
Jones, Lynn Lane, 
David Kissiar, Karen 
Lawrence and Tony 
Meggs in attendance. 
Council member 
Cathy Pigg was 
absent. Also present 
were City Clerk/
Treasurer Bethany 
Cain, Water and Sewer 
Superintendent Grant 
Dunning, and resident 
Michael Draheim.

Council approved the 

April meeting minutes 
and April Treasurer’s 
Report.

One of  the evening’s 
key actions was the 
approval of  Ordinance 
No. 676, authorizing 
bids for the city’s trash 
collection franchise. 
The ordinance received 
its second reading 
and was unanimously 
approved by council 
members present.

Mayor Reports Cost 
Savings and Upcoming 

Street Work
Mayor Phillips 

reported that the city 
had saved money by 
replacing culverts 
on Frederick Lane 
and Case Circle using 
local resources. He 
also announced that 
blacktopping projects 
would begin soon and 
encouraged residents 
to submit street repair 
requests to City Hall.

COLOR
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By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

BARLOW — 
The Barlow City 
Commissioners met 
May 12 at the City Hall 
Annex, addressing 
infrastructure needs, 
grant opportunities, 
financial matters, and 
plans for the coming 
fiscal year.

Mayor Peggy 
Meriedeth called 
the meeting to order 
and led the Pledge 
of  Allegiance before 
welcoming visitors.

Resident Renee 
Reynolds spoke to 
commissioners about 
the condition of  
Greenlawn Avenue, 
replacement of  
speed humps, and 
maintenance concerns 
involving a drainage 
gully behind her 
property. City officials 
noted that the city 
was unsuccessful in 
securing state LARP 
funding for road 
projects and will 
explore other options 
for needed street 
improvements. The 
city will also follow 
up on maintenance 
concerns regarding 
the drainage area.

A major topic of  
discussion was the 
potential construction 
of  a new fire station. 
Emma Wibbeler of  
the Purchase Area 
Development District 
outlined a grant 
opportunity through 
the Community 
Development 
Block Grant 
(CDBG) program. 
Commissioners 
approved moving 
forward with the grant 
application process 
and authorized 

the Purchase Area 
Development District 
to begin soliciting 
qualifications for 
architectural services.

The commission also 
approved the April 
meeting minutes, 
monthly financial 
reports, and payment 
of  city expenses.

Maintenance 
updates included 
repairs to a sewer line 
near Monroe Drive. 
Commissioners also 
noted that the city 
received full funding 
through a Southern 
Foundation grant 
to purchase new 
playground equipment 
for the city park.

Mayor Meriedeth 
reported that 
representatives of  
the gas company 
would meet with 
attorney Ted 
Hutchins to continue 
discussions regarding 
the formation 
of  a nonprofit 
organization. She also 
shared that 25 seventh-
grade students 
participating in a 
4-H Leadership Class 
recently visited City 
Hall to learn about 
local government and 
tour Barlow’s historic 
Smallest Jail.

Under new business, 
commissioners 
approved renaming 
the Christmas 
Light Fund Savings 
Account to the Barlow 
Beautification Savings 
Account. The fund will 
continue supporting 
projects such as 
park improvements, 
holiday decorations, 
and community 

Barlow advances 
fire station grant 
effort, approves 

budget and 
employee raises

see BARLOW, 
page B9

Wickliffe council addresses 
infrastructure needs, water system 

upgrades and ATV concerns

see COUNCIL, 
page B3

America will 
turn 250 on July 4th 
and Paducah and 
Murray are offering 
opportunities to 
celebrate with them!

Paducah’s 
Independence Day 

Celebration will be 
downtown on July 4, 
with events starting 
at noon. There will be 
food vendors, a Ferris 
wheel, live music and 
more. Fireworks begin 
at 9:15 p.m.

Murray, Kentucky 
Freedom Fest is 
set for July 3-4. The 
Murray Art Guild 
Summer Art Party 
runs from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on Friday. 
The main event is 

Saturday, starting at 7 
a.m. Fireworks begin 
at 9 p.m. 

For the full schedule 
and list of  events, 
vsit https://www.
tourmurray.com/
freedomfest

Area America 250 events
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FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – The average 
price of  gasoline 
nationwide fell 9.3 
cents over the last 
week and stands at 
$3.99 per gallon, ac-
cording to GasBuddy 
data compiled across 
the U.S.

In Kentucky, the 
statewide average for 
regular gas stood at 
$3.63 per gallon, as of  
mid-day on Wednes-
day.

“Average gasoline 
prices fell in 47 states 
over the last week, 
with the national 
average dropping 
below $4 per gallon 
late Sunday for the 

first time since mid-
April,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of  
petroleum analysis 
at GasBuddy. “The 
decline came as oil 
prices moved sharp-
ly lower in reaction 
to news of  a poten-
tial deal between 
the United States 
and Iran, though it 
remains to be seen 
whether the agree-
ment will hold. A 
handful of  price-cy-
cling states saw 
averages jump before 
joining the broader 
downward trend.”

Looking ahead, De 
Haan noted, “The 
real test now shifts to 
the Strait of  Hormuz, 
where any reopen-
ing and resumption 

of  normal oil flows 
would be the clearest 
signal that this relief  
is durable. For now, 
the national aver-
age could continue 
falling, provided 
there isn’t a drastic 
reversal and the U.S. 
and Iran continue 
moving in a positive 

direction.”
Oil prices plunged 

after the U.S. and 
Iran announced 
a framework deal 
Sunday evening to 
end the war and 
reopen the Strait of  
Hormuz, the critical 
waterway that has 
been the epicenter of  

global energy mar-
ket disruption since 
February. The agree-
ment represents 
the most significant 
de-escalation since 
the conflict began, 
and markets moved 
quickly to price out 
much of  the geopo-
litical risk premium 

that had been built 
into crude over the 
past several months.

Even with the drop 
in crude oil prices, 
relief  at the pump 
won’t arrive over-
night, as analysts 
caution it could take 
months for shipping 
and refining to nor-
malize. Crude re-
mains more than 20 
percent higher than 
when the conflict 
with Iran began, and 
is over 40 percent 
higher than at the 
start of  the year.

You can check out 
gas prices near you 
by going to Ken-
tuckygasprices.com, 
pr by downloading 
the GasBuddy app.

Average gasoline price falls below 
four dollars per gallon

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

purplewave.com

AUCTIONS
AG / CONSTRUCTION / TRUCK & TRAILER
GOVERNMENT / VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT

2015 Case 580 Super N 
backhoe

2024 Takeuchi TB250-2 
mini excavator

2022 Bobcat T770 
tracked skid steer

2013 Trebro AutoStack II 
sod harvester

2022 JCB 409 T4 
compact wheel loader

1985 Chevrolet K10 
pickup truck  

2022 Caterpillar 299D3 
tracked skid steer

2015 Caterpillar 930K
wheel loader

2014 Case 580 Super N 
backhoe

2013 Komatsu PC360LC–10 
excavator

YA3200 FB8171 EM5108 FC2744 FC3114

DU6307 FG0415 DU6269 FG0419

THOUSANDS OF ITEMS SELL NO RESERVE EVERY WEEK!

JULY 2JULY 1JULY 2JULY 7JULY 2

JULY 2JULY 7JULY 2JULY 8JULY 2

All items sell where they sit.  |  10% buyer’s premium applies.  |  866.608.9283

FC2725

Equipment solutions 
are just a click away!

DV4379 
1984 Komatsu 

D65E-8 dozer  
CUNNINGHAM, KY
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CONGRATULATES

Chustz-Treece Group
for being named to 
Forbes’ 2025 Best-in-State Wealth Management Teams
(270) 908-0633 | 2190 New Holt Road, Suite C | Paducah, Kentucky 42001

Pictured left to right: 
Sally Teague, Client Service Associate 
Elliot Treece, First Vice President/Investments 
Lacey Metzger, Client Service Associate 
Adam Chustz, CDFA®, Senior Vice President/Investments 
Hanna Rhinehart, Client Service Associate

Forbes’ Best-in-State Wealth Management Teams rankings are based on the 12-month period ending March 31 of 
the year prior to publication and selected by SHOOK Research, LLC from a pool of nominations as indicated in the 
methodology. The rankings may not be representative of any one client’s experience and are not indicative of the 

financial advisor’s future performance. For more information, see www.stifel.info/award-disclosures.

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 
Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

How businesses 
have changed 

in the last 
100 years

Water and Sewer 
System Remains a 
Priority

Much of  the meeting 
focused on the city’s 
water and sewer 
infrastructure.

Dunning reported 
that repairs to the 
Broadway alley sewer 
issue were awaiting 
parts expected to ship 
May 14. Once materials 
arrive, repairs will be 
scheduled as quickly as 
possible.

Council also 
discussed ongoing 
problems at the sewage 
lift station serving 
the Ballard County 
Detention Center. 
Dunning said repeated 
clogs have occurred 
due to inappropriate 
items being flushed 
into the system. He 
suggested exploring an 
ordinance requiring an 
in-line sewage grinder 
to help prevent future 
blockages.

Additional concerns 
were raised regarding 
grease entering the 
sewer system from 
businesses, particularly 
near the Wickliffe 
Mounds lift station. 
City officials plan to 
consult with the city 
attorney about potential 
ordinances addressing 
both sewage grinders 
and grease traps.

Dunning provided 

a detailed update 
on the city’s water 
infrastructure following 
inspections of  the jail 
water tower and the 
water plant’s clear well 
storage tank.

According to 
preliminary findings, 
the jail water tower, 
constructed in 2001, is 
overdue for recoating 
by approximately 
five years. Inspectors 
warned that without 
repainting and 
corrosion protection, 
leaks could begin 
developing within the 
next five years. The 
clear well also requires 
preventive maintenance 
through resealing of  its 
joints.

The estimated cost to 
complete both projects 
ranges between $200,000 
and $300,000. Officials 
noted the work presents 
a unique challenge 
because the city 
lacks a backup water 
storage tank. Both 
structures would need 
to be drained and taken 
out of  service during 
repairs, making long-
term planning critical.

Dunning said a new 
water tower comparable 
to the existing 
structure would 
likely cost around $4 
million. While grant 
opportunities are being 
explored, available 
funding for water and 
sewer projects remains 
limited unless systems 
are experiencing severe 

failures.
Other water and 

sewer updates included:
Completion of  

water line mapping 
throughout the city.

Progress on the 
wastewater lagoon 
disinfection system, 
expected to be 
operational within 
three to four weeks.

Ongoing work 
with James Marine 
regarding wastewater 
pretreatment 
requirements.

Repair of  several 
small water leaks, 
sewer clogs and meter 
upgrades.

Removal of  a culvert 
beneath a driveway on 
Case Road to prevent 
future sinkholes.

Planned repairs to a 
sewer-related sinkhole 
on Ohio Street.

Scheduled repairs for 
water leaks on Morning 
Meadows and behind 
the former pharmacy 
building.

Council also 
discussed a request 
from James Marine 
regarding a larger 
water line connection. 
Mayor Phillips 
informed Dunning that 
the city would not fund 
an upgraded line.

New Water Billing 
Software Training 
Underway

Cain informed 
council that city staff  
had begun training on 
a new water software 

system. Because 
training sessions are 
conducted through live 
webinars, City Hall 
may occasionally close 
during training hours, 
with notices posted for 
residents.

Budget Planning 
Begins

With preparation 
underway for the 2026-
27 fiscal year budget, 
Cain asked council 
members to submit any 
project or equipment 
requests they would 
like considered during 
budget discussions.

ATV Complaints 
Prompt Action

Resident Michael 
Draheim raised 
concerns about reckless 
operation of  three- and 
four-wheelers along 
Third Street, including 
reports of  racing and 
burnouts.

Council members 
discussed similar issues 
occurring at the city 
park. Mayor Phillips 
said the city plans to 
install signs prohibiting 
off-road vehicles on 
paved streets and 
within park areas in an 
effort to improve safety 
and reduce damage.

Following completion 
of  the agenda, Council 
Member Lynn Lane 
moved to adjourn 
the meeting, with 
the motion receiving 
unanimous approval.

COUNCIL, 
from page B1

Over the past 
century, businesses 
have experienced 
remarkable 
transformations. From 
small family-owned 
shops operating with 
handwritten ledgers 
to multinational 
corporations 
using artificial 
intelligence and online 
marketplaces, the 
business world has 
continually adapted 
to new technologies, 
changing consumer 
expectations, and 
global events. While 
the core goal of  
providing valuable 
goods and services 

remains the same, 
the way businesses 
operate today would be 
almost unrecognizable 
to entrepreneurs of  
the 1920s.

One of  the 
most significant 
changes has been 
the advancement 
of  technology. A 
hundred years ago, 
businesses relied 
on paper records, 
manual calculations, 
typewriters, 
and face-to-face 

see BUSINESSES, 
page B11
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BOWLING GREEN, 
Ky. (KT) — The Na-
tional Corvette Muse-
um (NCM) will honor 
its past, celebrate the 
present and drive into 
the future with its 
32nd anniversary — a 
three-day celebration 
in Bowling Green 
Sept. 3-5.

The celebration 
will include exclusive 
activities, road tours, 
tech talks, Corvette 
Hall of  Fame induc-
tion ceremony, Cor-
vette raffles and more.

The museum has 
hosted an anniversary 

celebration annual-
ly since it opened. 
Online registration 
for the celebration is 
open now until 9 a.m. 
(CDT) on Aug. 10. On-
site registration will 
be available during 
the event.

One of  the Corvettes 
now on exhibit is 
Michael Jordan’s 1993 
ZR-1. It is part of  the 
“Pop Culture and Cor-
vette: An American 
Love Affair” exhibit.

Widely recognized 
as one of  the greatest 
basketball players 
of  all time, Jordan 
helped redefine 
professional sports 

during the 1990s 
while leading the 
Chicago Bulls to six 
NBA championships 
in eight seasons. His 
impact extended far 
beyond basketball, 
influencing fashion, 
entertainment and 
American culture. 
Now, one of  his most 
recognizable Cor-
vettes has arrived at 

the museum, where 
guests can experience 
another chapter in the 
legacy of  America’s 
Sports Car.

Jordan’s Corvette 
gained renewed 
attention in ESPN’s 
acclaimed 2020 doc-
umentary series The 
Last Dance, which 
chronicled the rise of  
Jordan and the Chi-

cago Bulls dynasty. In 
episode eight, viewers 
see Jordan stepping 
out of  this exact Ruby 
Red Corvette ZR-1 
following his famous 
“I’m back” announce-
ment during his 
return to basketball.

“That moment 
cemented the car 
as more than just a 
high-performance 
Corvette. It became 
part of  one of  the 
most recognizable sto-
ries in modern sports 
history,” according to 
a NCM press release.

Located in the 
Museum’s iconic 
Skydome, guests will 

see more than a dozen 
legendary Corvettes 
connected to enter-
tainment, music, 
sports and popular 
culture. Guests can 
also experience nearly 
a half-dozen Corvette 
ZR1 models spanning 
multiple generations, 
highlighting the con-
tinued evolution of  
Corvette performance.

Jordan’s vehicle is 
on loan to the Nation-
al Corvette Museum 
and will remain on 
exhibition through 
Spring 2027. The Jor-
dan ZR-1 is included 
with regular Museum 
admission.

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

STARTS FRIDAY JULY 1ST
“Minions and Monsters”  PG

of Mayfield Princess Theaters
1102 Paris Rd • Mayfield • 270.251.3583 www.princessofmayfield.com 

June 19th thru June 25th June 19th thru June 25th

MATINEES DAILY
Disclosure Day (PG-13)

Daily 1:00 pm, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Walt Disney’s Toy Story  5  
(PG)

Daily at 1:00 pm, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm

By CHIP HUTCHESON
Kentucky Today

Corvette Museum has 32nd anniversary in September

Nora is being 
spotlighted for 
this week’s pet of  
the week.  Nora 
is estimated to be 
just shy of  a year 
old. She came to 

McCracken County 
Humane Society 
last month, but was 
obtained by Animal 
Control back in 
April. Unfortunately 
her owner had 

moved away and left 
her behind. This 
resulted in Nora 
being underweight 
and dehydrated. 
Thankfully, she is 
back to her healthy 

self. She can be a 
little shy when it 
comes to meeting 
unfamiliar faces, but 
she’s the best girl 
once she warms up to 
you. Nora is spayed, 

microchipped, 
heartworm negative, 
and up to date on all 
of  her vaccinations. 
She is also dog 
friendly. Her adoption 
fee is $150.

Please contact:
McCracken County 

Humane Society
4000 Coleman Road, 
Paducah, KY 42001
(270)443-5923
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued 

CALDWELL

Claire Campbell Boone, age 92, of Princeton, 
Born Mildred Claire Campbell in Lyon Co Ky 
December 4th 1933.  She went home to be with 
her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Monday, June 
15, 2026. Visitation will be held from 3:00 pm 
until 7:00 pm Sunday, June 21, 2026 at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held 
at 11:00 am Monday, June 22, 2026 at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home. Burial will follow in Fredonia 
Cemetery.

Robert “Bob” Moll, 60, of Fredonia, passed 
away on Monday, June 15, 2026, at Ray & Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care Center at Mercy Health 
in Paducah. Funeral services will be held at 
11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at Morgan’s 
Funeral Home in Princeton with Bro. Josh Patton 
officiating. Burial will follow in White Oak 
Church Cemetery in Clay, Kentucky. Visitation 
will be held from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 22, 2026, at Morgan’s Funeral 
Home.

CALLOWAY

Joanne Moore, 71, of Murray, passed away 
on Monday, June 15, 2026 at Baptist Health in 
Paducah. There are no events scheduled at 
this time. Imes Funeral Home & Cremation in 
Murray, KY is in charge of arrangements.

Betty Jane Reichle, 87, of Murray, KY, 
formerly Owensboro, KY, passed away on 
Saturday, June 13, 2026 at Murray Calloway 
County Hospital. The celebration of life for Betty 
Reichle is set for 11 am on Saturday, June 27, 2026 
at Zion Baptist Church, 87 Zion Church Road, 
Reynolds Station, KY 42368.

Charles Leslie McClain, 89 of Murray, 
KY, passed away, Wednesday, June 17, 2026, 
at Passion and Purpose Homecare, Almo, KY. 
Arrangements are forthcoming at the Blalock-
Coleman Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 
Murray, KY.

Jimmy Dale “Jim” Overbey, Sr., 76, of 
Murray, KY, passed away Thursday, June 11, 2026 
at Murray-Calloway County Hospital in Murray. 
A funeral service was conducted Saturday, June 
13, 2026 in the chapel of the Blalock-Coleman 
Funeral Home with Rev. Kim Reeder officiating. 
Burial with full military honors, by VFW Post 
6291 Honor Guard, follow edthe service at Barnett 
Cemetery.

CARLISLE

Chadd Burgess, 54, of Arlington, Kentucky, 
passed away at his residence on June 10, 
2026. Visitation for Chadd was held from 12:00 
p.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2026, 
at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of Arlington. 
Following the Visitation, the family would like 
invited everyone to stay for a special tribute at 
2:00 p.m. in honor of Chadd.

CHRISTIAN

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the 
passing of Mary “Faye” Jourdan. Faye left 
this world peacefully on Saturday, June 13, 2026, 
at her home surrounded by family. Funeral 
Services will be at 1:00 PM at Maddux-Fuqua-
Hinton Funeral Home on Saturday, June 20, 2026, 
with Rev. Dennis Whobrey officiating. Visitation 
will be at Maddux-Fuqua-Hinton Funeral Home 
on Saturday, June 20, 2026, from 11:00 AM until 
the service time at 1:00 PM. Private Entombment 
will be at a later date at Alexander Memorial 
Park Cemetery in Evansville, IN. 

Michael Ray Criswell, age 69 of Hopkinsville 
passed away Friday, June 12, 2026, at his home 
of natural causes. Graveside Services will be 
held on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 2:00 PM at New 
Ebenezer Cemetery with Bro. Fred Harrison 
officiating and burial to follow. Maddux-Fuqua-
Hinton Funeral Home was entrusted by the 
family to handle the arrangements.

Vicki Jean Blake, 68, of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky died at 11:45 a.m., Sunday, June 14, 2026 
at her home in Hopkinsville. Funeral services 
were held at 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 17, 2026 
at Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral Home with 
Lawrence Blake officiating. Burial follow edin 
Francis Cemetery in Allegre, Kentucky. 

Norman Rose Sellers, 87, of Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky died at 6:58 a.m., on Friday, June 
12, 2026 at his home in Hopkinsville. Funeral 
services were held at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 
16, 2026 at Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral Home 
with Robert Webb officiating. Burial followed in 
Kentucky Veterans Cemetery West.

Emma Alice Elizabeth Jones Knight, 
daughter of the late Erman R. Jones and Ada 
Overall Jones, was born April 14, 1935, in 
Taylorsville, Kentucky. She departed from this 
life on Saturday, June 14, 2026, at Bradford 
Heights Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, at the age of 91.  Funeral 
Service was held on Thursday, June 18, 2026 at 
12:00 PM at the Gamble Funeral Home, 1311 S 
Liberty Street, Hopkinsville, KY 42240. Burial at 
Cave Springs Cemetery.

Whit “Ole Hog” Bolton, 71, of Greenville, 
KY passed away on June 14, 2026, at Owensboro 
Health Regional Hospital with his wife by his 
side. Per Whit Bolton’s request, there will not be 
a memorial service held. Dogwood Funerals & 
Cremations of Crofton is assisting the family.

CRITTENDEN

Kimberley “Kim” Ann Hamby, 62, of 
Paducah, Kentucky, passed peacefully into the 
arms of her Savior on Friday, June 12, 2026, 
at Baptist Health. Memorial visitation will be 
Saturday, June 20, 2026, from 12:00 Noon until 2:00 
pm at Gilbert Funeral Home. Memorial services 
will follow at 2:00 pm at the funeral home.

Roberta Ellen Marshall Parish passed away 
from this life on Friday, June 12, 2026 at the age 
of 71 at Crittenden County Nursing and Rehab 
in Marion, KY. Services are scheduled for 1 PM 
Friday, June 19, 2026 at Gilbert Funeral Home 
in Marion, KY with interment in Whites Chapel 
Cemetery. The family will receive visitors from 
11 AM until service time Friday at the funeral 
home.

Phyllis Jean Wood, age 88, of Springfield, TN 
and formerly of Marion, KY passed away on June 
10, 2026 at NHC-Springfield. She will be sorely 
missed, but the family rejoices that her long 
journey is over and her faith has now become 
sight. Funeral services for Phyllis Wood were 
held on Friday, June 12, 2026 at 12:00 Noon at 
Gilbert Funeral Home in Marion, KY with Pastor 
David LeNeave officiating.  Burial followed in 
Mapleview Cemetery in Marion, KY.

FULTON

Otis Eugene Melton of Fulton, KY passed 
peacefully at home (7:41AM) on June 15, 2026, 
with his daughter and caregiver, Andrea at his 
bedside. Otis was 103 1/2 years of age. Funeral 
services for Mr. Otis Melton will be held at 2 PM 
Friday, June 19, 2026, at the Hornbeak Funeral 
Chapel with burial to follow in the Greenlea 
Cemetery. Visitation will be held at the funeral 
home from 12 Noon Friday until the hour of 
service.

Marcella “Marcy” Jane Dement, age 92, 
of Haines City, Florida, and formerly of South 
Fulton, Tennessee, passed away on Sunday, June 
7, 2026, in Florida. Memorial services for Mrs. 
Dement will be held at 2PM Friday, June 19, 2026 
at the Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. Visitation will 
be held at the church from 1PM Friday until the 
hour of service. 

GRAVES

Janice Fay Bell, 82, of Symsonia, passed away 
on Saturday, June 13, 2026, at Metropolis Rehab 
and Healthcare Center in Metropolis, IL. Funeral 
services will be held at 11:00 am on Friday, June 
19, 2026, at Symsonia Baptist Church in Symsonia 
with Bro. Rick Miller and Jason Bell officiating. 
Burial will follow at Clarks River Cemetery in 
Symsonia. Visitation will be held from 9:00 am to 
service time Friday at the church.

Allison Marie Cox, age 65, of Mayfield passed 
away on Saturday, June 13, 2026 at Ray and Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care Center in Paducah, KY. 
Funeral services for Mrs. Allison Marie Cox were 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at 
Byrn Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY.  Rev. Duane 
Fields officiated.

June Kaler Mohler, age 91, of the Kaler 
Community, peacefully passed away on Sunday, 
June 14, 2026. Funeral services will be conducted 
at 2:00 p.m. Friday, June 19, 2026 at the Spring 
Creek Church of Christ with Brother Josh 
Pritchard officiating. Interment will follow in the 
Spring Creek Church Cemetery. Friends may call 
from 12:00 noon until the funeral hour on Friday, 
June 19, 2026 at Spring Creek Church of Christ in 
the Dogwood Community. 

Louis “Ned” Northington, age 76, of Mayfield, 
Kentucky, passed away at 7:40 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 13, 2026, at his residence. Funeral services 
for Mr. Louis “Ned” Northington were held at 
11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at Brown 
Funeral Home in Mayfield, with burial to follow 
at Highland Park Cemetery. Rev. Patrick Wallace 
officiated.

Darrell Fuqua, age 88, of Pilot Oak, KY passed 
away Monday, June 15, 2026 at the Anna Mae 
Owen Hospice House in Murray, KY. Funeral 
services were held at 2PM Thursday, June 18, 
2026 at the Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
with burial to follow in the Bethlehem Cemetery. 

June Kaler Mohler, age 91, of the Kaler 
Community, peacefully passed away on Sunday, 
June 14, 2026. Funeral services will be conducted 
at 2:00 p.m. Friday, June 19, 2026, at the Spring 
Creek Church of Christ with Brother Josh 
Pritchard officiating. Interment will follow in the 
Spring Creek Church Cemetery. Friends may call 
from 12:00 noon until the funeral hour on Friday, 
June 19, 2026 at Spring Creek Church of Christ 
in the Dogwood Community. Arrangements 
are being made by Hornbeak Funeral Home in 
Fulton, KY.

COLOR B/W



B6  Friday, June 19, 2026	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389OBITUARIES

B/W
FUNERAL NOTICES continued

HENDERSON

Ollie Loraine Fields, age 79, of Henderson, 
KY, passed away at 12:01 P.M., Thursday, June 11, 
2026, at Henderson Nursing & Rehab. Per Ollie’s 
request, there will be no services. Burial will be 
held at a later date in Louisiana. Arrangements 
entrusted to Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home, 

It is with heavy hearts that we share the 
passing of Steven Earl Beaver on June 10, 2026, 
in Smithfield, Utah. Relatives and friends are 
invited to Steve’s Life Celebration at 5:00 P.M. to 
8:00 P.M. on Thursday June 18, 2026, and again on 
Friday at 9:30 until service at 11:00 A.M at Benton-
Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home in Henderson, KY. 
Services will be held at the funeral home in 
Henderson, KY, on Friday, June 19, 2026, at 11:00 
A.M., with the Reverend Dale Beaver presiding. 
Burial will follow at Roselawn Memorial Gardens 
in Henderson, Kentucky. Military honors will be 
rendered by the American Legion Worsham Post 
#40.

Shiela (Buttigieg) Cardwell, 87, of 
Henderson, KY, passed away on Thursday, 
June 11, 2026. Funeral services will be 1:00 PM, 
Friday, June 19, 2026 at Tomblinson Funeral 
Home  Henderson Chapel with Father Richard 
Meredith officiating.  Burial will be in Roselawn 
Memorial Gardens.   Visitation will be 11:00 
AM-1:00 PM, Friday, June 19, 2026 at the funeral 
home.

Samuel “Sam” Brandon Puckett, 45, of 
Henderson, Kentucky, passed away on June 
11, 2026, at St. Anthony’s Lucy Smith King 
Care Center, surrounded by his beloved 
family. Funeral services were held at 1:00 PM on 
Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at Tomblinson Funeral 
Home Henderson Chapel, with Bro. Jeff Burke 
officiating. Burial followed in Smith Mills 
Cemetery. 

HICKMAN

Thomas William Massey, age 44, of Columbus, 
KY passed away on Thursday, June 11, 2026 at his 
residence. A memorial service for Mr. Thomas 
William Massey will be held at a later date. Byrn 
Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY is in charge of 
arrangements.

HOPKINS

Buddy McGregor, 61, of Kuttawa, KY, 
passed away on June 10, 2026, at Baptist Health 
Deaconess in Madisonville, KY. Memorial 
services for the family will be held at a later date. 
Barnett-Strother Funeral Home was entrusted 
with care.

Linda Ellen Robinson McCormick, 75, passed 
away on Saturday, June 13, 2026, at her home in 
Earlington, KY. A private graveside service will 
be held at Bethlehem Cemetery in Madisonville. 
Harris Funeral Home was entrusted with care.

Michelle Grider Smith, 52, of Hanson, KY, 
passed away on Saturday, June 13, 2026, at Baptist 
Health Deaconess in Madisonville. A memorial 
service will be held at Butler Funeral Home in 
Boliver, MO, date and time to be determined. 
Harris Funeral Home was entrusted with care.

Etha Joyce Pendley Webb, 77, of 
Madisonville, KY, passed away on Saturday, 
June 13, 2026, at her home surrounded by her 
loving family. A funeral service was held at 1 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 17, 2026, in the chapel of 
Harris Funeral Home with Bro. Michael Pendley 
officiating. Burial followed at Hanson Cemetery 
in Hanson, KY.

Linda Kaye Threlkeld, 77, of Madisonville, 
KY, passed away on Wednesday, June 10, 2026, 
at Ridgewood Terrace Health and Rehab in 
Madisonville. A visitation was held from 11 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, in the 
chapel of Harris Funeral Home in Madisonville, 
KY. 

LIVINGSTON

Robert Earl Hardin, 84, passed away Sunday, 
June 14, 2026 at his home in Burna, Ky. Funeral 
services will be 1 PM Friday, June 19, 2026 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial will follow at Cedar Grove 
Cemetery. Friends may visit with the family from 
11 AM until the funeral time at Boyds Funeral 
Directors and Cremation Services.

LYON

Johnny “Jackie” Patton, age 74, of Eddyville, 
passed away Monday, June 15, 2026 at his home. 
Visitation will be held on Saturday, June 20, 2026 
from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm at Lakeland Funeral 
Home. Funeral services will be held at 2:00 pm 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 at Lakeland Funeral 
Home with Josh Patton officiating. Burial will 
follow in Rolling Hills Cemetery in Eddyville.

MARSHALL

Ron Richard, 82, of Benton, Kentucky, passed 
away on Sunday, June 14, 2026, at the Oakview 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Calvert 
City, Kentucky. There are no services scheduled 
at this time. Filbeck-Cann Funeral Home of 
Milner & Orr is handling the arrangements.

Charles Leonard West, age 82, of Mayfield, 
passed away on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at Jackson 
Purchase Medical Center. A graveside service 
will be held at 1:00 PM on Saturday, June 20, 2026 
at Haymes Cemetery in Benton with Bro. Mike 
Littrell officiating. There will not be a public 
visitation.

McCRACKEN

Brenda Browning Hubbard, 77, of Paducah, 
Kentucky, passed away at 8:32 a.m. Tuesday, 
June 16, 2026, in Paducah, Kentucky. Funeral 
services will be held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
June 20, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of 
Paducah with Rev. Jeff Russell officiating. Burial 
will follow at Woodlawn Memorial Gardens. 
Visitation will begin at 11:00 a.m. Saturday at the 
funeral home.

Ronnie Lee Coursey, 80, passed away on 
Sunday, June 14, 2026, at the Calvert City 
Convalescent Center in Calvert City, KY. A 
memorial visitation was held on Wednesday, 
June 17, 2026, from 5:00-8:00 PM at the Milner & 
Orr Funeral Home and Cremation Services of 
Paducah.

Michael Linn Wyatt, of Paducah, Kentucky, 
passed away Saturday morning, June 13th, 2026 
at the age of 77.  A memorial service honoring 
Mike’s life will be held at 2:00 PM on Friday, 
June 19, 2026, at the Lone Oak Chapel of Milner 
& Orr Funeral Home and Cremation Services. 
Visitation will be held from 9:30 AM until the 
service hour of 2:00 PM on Friday, June 19, 2026, 
at the Lone Oak Chapel of Milner & Orr Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services.

Kathrine Elizabeth “Betsy” Threet, 94, 
passed away peacefully on June 11, 2026, in 
Paducah, Kentucky. There are no services 
scheduled at this time. Milner & Orr Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services of Paducah are in 
charge of arrangements.

Gene Peck, raised as Gene Hurt, 88, of 
Paducah, passed away on Friday, June 12, 2026, 

at Baptist Health Paducah. Funeral services were 
held at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 
Oaklawn Baptist Church in Paducah with Pastor 
Jarry Merritt officiating. Burial followed at 
Woodlawn Memorial Gardens in Paducah.

Camelia D. Knight, known affectionately as 
Camie, passed away on June 11, 2026, at Western 
Baptist. There are no services scheduled at this 
time. Keeling & Goodman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Knight family.

TRIGG

Carol Ann Courtney - July 3, 1962 - June 
10, 2026 - A Celebration of Life for 63 year old 
Carol Ann Courtney of Hopkinsville will be held 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. at Voice of 
Faith Church in Crofton, KY with Pastor Clint 
Hopper officiating.  King’s Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Beverly Heimlich Martin, age 80, of Cadiz, 
Kentucky, passed away on Friday, June 12, 2026, 
at her home in Cadiz. A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, June 20, 2026, at 12:00 PM, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 302 S 4th St, Cissna 
Park, Illinois. Interment will follow at Trinity 
Lutheran Cemetery, in Cissna Park. Visitation 
will precede the service at the Church, from 11:00 
AM until 12:00 PM.

Bill Rager, age 87, of Cadiz, Kentucky, passed 
away on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at his home 
in Cadiz. Arrangements are being handled by 
Goodwin Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in Cadiz, 
where the family received friends on Monday, 
June 15, 2026, from 4:00 PM until 6:00 PM CDT. 
Graveside service, conducted by Dickerson 
Funeral Home in Veedersburg, Indiana, was held 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 12:00 PM EDT, 
at Centennial Cemetery, 465 E 800 S, Kingman, 
Indiana, where Bill was laid to rest with his wife 
Jan.

UNION

William Bryan “Bill” Johnson Sr., 76, of 
Henshaw, Kentucky, passed away on June 12, 
2026. Funeral was held at 3 PM on Thursday June 
18, 2026 At Whitsell Funeral Home in Sturgis, 
KY. Josh Dossett officiated. Burial was held in 
Caseyville Cemetery in Sturgis, KY.

Amanda Kay Owen Finnie passed away on 
June 11, 2026 at age 71, in a medical facility near 
Charlotte, NC. There are no events scheduled at 
this time. Whitsell Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

WEBSTER

Alice A. Chandler, 77 of Dixon passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on Sunday, June 14, 2026 at 
Shemwell HealthCare in Providence, KY. Funeral 
services will be Friday, June 19, 2026 at 2:00 PM 
at Vanover Funeral Home in Clay with Blake 
Beaver officiating. Burial will be in Chandler 
Cemetery outside of Dixon. Visitation will be 
Friday at 10:00 AM till service time at the funeral 
home.

Jill Fancy Lynn, aged 53, of Henderson, 
formerly of Clay, passed away peacefully at her 
home on Thursday, June 11, 2026. Following 
Jill’s wishes, cremation has been chosen, and 
there will be no formal services at this time. 
Condolences may be offered online at www.
vanoverfuneralhome.com.
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Buyer beware. 
Everything around 
you is geared toward 
taking the money 
you work so hard 
to make. Depart-
ment stores have 
one motive in mind: 
taking your money. 
Drug companies (no 
matter how harmful 
the side effects are) 
have one motive in 
mind: taking your 
money. Banks have 
one motive in mind: 
taking your money 
and using it to make 
them more money. As 
strange as it seems, 
some of your friends 
have one motive in 
mind: taking your 
money. Amazon, 
which I love, is 
geared toward taking 
our money. So, what 
do you do to fight 
against the desperate 
battle for your money 
that surrounds you 
all day, every day? 

Almost everyone in 
America has heard 
of the financial guru, 
Dave Ramsey. He 
says, “We (Ameri-

cans) are ignorant as 
to how much effort, 
time, energy, and 
money is spent to 
get our business and 
thereby our money. 
While companies 
spend billions of dol-
lars and hours to sell 
to us, we sit idly by, 
getting sold and sold 
and sold.” 

Ramsey said if you 
want to be debt free 

you must, “figure 
out what your actual 
income is and then 
proceed to live far 
below that mark.” He 
says you must re-
mind yourself to slow 
down. Evaluate care-
fully every purchase 
because you may 
be sacrificing your 
financial freedom for 
years to come. 

Ramsey says if you 

must borrow money 
there are two sure-
fire guidelines to 
abide by. First, bor-
row on short terms 
and only borrow on 
items that go up in 
value. That means, 
it’s okay to borrow 
for a house that is 
within your budget, 
but borrow for the 
least number of years 
you possibly can.

I wonder if most 
American’s have 
more trouble getting 
out of debt, or keep-
ing out of debt?

He says, “Debt will 
always get you in 
trouble. Have you 
ever lain awake at 
night wondering 
which bills were go-
ing to get paid? Have 
you ever wished you 
could buy something 

for your children 
but didn’t have the 
money?” According 
to scripture debt will 
bind you and choke 
the life out of you. 
Proverbs 22:7 says, 
“The rich rule over 
the poor and the bor-
row is servant to the 
lender.”

The Bible speaks 
against being impul-
sive. It says, “He who 
is impulsive exalts 
folly” (Prov 14:29).

Dave Ramsey is a 
first-hand rags-to-
riches kind of guy. At 
26-years-old, he had 
a $4 million portfo-
lio, but by the age of 
30 he was bankrupt. 
He has since rebuilt 
his financial life and 
devotes himself to 
helping others who 
find themselves in the 
same “mess”. This is 
not an advertisement 
for Dave Ramsey, but 
a bell ringer to get 
our attention in a vol-
atile financial world.  
I believe God gives 
us wisdom when we 
actively try to make 
wise choices. 

By Teresa LeNeave 
leneave2@comcast.net

Is paying your bills getting increasingly harder?

MOMENTARY AFFLICTION
Numbness arrested 

my legs. Every step 
was an agonizing jolt, 
making it impossible 
to ignore the excru-
ciating pain. Sweat 
trickled down my face 
and tears nearly did, 
too. Every fiber of  my 
being screamed for 
me to throw in the 
towel. All of  this ago-
ny stemmed from the 
375-foot ascent to Ea-
gle Point Buttress in 
the Red River Gorge 
of  eastern Kentucky.

But once I got to the 
peak, the sights made 
the struggle worth-
while. The breathtak-
ing panoramic views 
stretched as far as 
the eye could see, as 
lush pine valleys and 
rolling hills came 
together to paint an 
unforgettable land-

scape. The beautiful 
blue sky was like an 
ocean floating in the 
heavens. The sun cast 
a golden glow upon 
every rock, tree, and 
stream in the wilder-
ness, illuminating the 
scene with warmth. 
And as I took in the 
incredible scenery, ev-
ery ounce of  my pain 
melted away.

And the Bible says 
the same thing about 
the believer’s earthly 
sufferings. The uphill 
climb of  life’s trials 
can make you feel 
like giving up. There 
will be times when 
you feel like you can’t 
take another step on 
the tribulation-laden 
road to everlasting 
life. But the sight 
of  Jesus Christ in 
glory will make all 
of  your sufferings 
worthwhile. That is 
why Peter said, “But 

rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ’s suf-
ferings, that you may 
also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory 
is revealed” (1 Peter 
4:13).

Being with Jesus in 
heaven will far sur-
pass the pain of  your 
earthly hardships. As 
a matter of  fact, the 
magnitude of  your 
heavenly reward far 
outweighs the gravity 
of  your tribulations 
on earth—so much so 
that a comparison be-
tween them is impos-
sible! As Paul aptly 
said, “For I consider 
that the sufferings of  
this present time are 
not worth comparing 
with the glory that 
is to be revealed to 
us” (Romans 8:18). 
The troubles of  this 
life are temporary 
and they weigh noth-
ing compared to the 

weight of  heaven: 
“For this light mo-
mentary affliction 
is preparing for us 
an eternal weight 
of  glory beyond all 
comparison” (2 Cor. 
4:17). What is one drop 
of  sorrow compared 
to an overflowing cup 
of  joy in eternity? 
What are a thousand 
dark days compared 
to being forever in the 
light of  God’s glorious 
presence?

I also snapped many 
photographs of  the 
awe-inspiring peak 
to help me remember 
why the climb was 
well worth it. And be-
lievers likewise have 
a picture of  heaven to 
encourage them that 
the excruciating climb 
of  life will be worth it 
in the end: “Behold, 
the dwelling place 
of  God is with man. 
He will dwell with 

them, and they will be 
his people, and God 
himself  will be with 
them as their God. He 
will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no 

more, neither shall 
there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the 
former things have 
passed away.” (Revela-
tion 21:3-4).

Bro. Brandon G. Bramlett
Bandana Baptist Church

A - Admit to God That You Are A Sinner
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. - Romans 3:23 Repent, turn away from 
your sin. - Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9

B - Believe Jesus Died for Your Sins
For God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only son, that WHOEVER believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16

C - Confess Jesus is Lord
If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead you will be saved. - Romans 10:9

Salvation 
is as 

easy as

ABC

COLOR
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Our world is not meant to be perfect

The Lord has given 
most of  us a good life 
filled with blessings, 
but with me, no matter 
how much “stuff” we 
accumulate, it does 
not bring spiritual 
contentment or joy. 
And in all honesty, it’s 
not supposed to. I’ve 
been around a while, 
and lately I’m rarely 
pleased with anything. 
I realize I’m probably 
too picky, but I have a 
standard that simply 
wants what I pay for. It 
seems no matter how 
much I spend, there 
are always details 
that disappoint me. 
For example, over the 
years we’ve had a lot of  
remodeling work done 
on our home, as most 
of  you know, it’s not 
cheap. The problem is 
that instead of  skilled 
craftsmen who take 
pride in their work, 
there is now an army 
of  people who try to 

hurry and finish a job 
without the conviction 
of  doing it right.

Another area I’m 
growing weary of  is the 
food industry. In our 
area, there are only a 
few places that serve 
decent meals, while the 
overwhelming majori-
ty of  restaurants have 
disgruntled employees, 
and this lackadaisi-
cal attitude shows up 
in their service and 
their products. I do 
not believe it’s de-
manding too much to 
have an expectation 
to be satisfied with 
my purchase. Again, 
it’s obvious in our 
day and age that most 
people do not want 
to work, and couldn’t 
care less about doing 
what they are paid 
to do. Whether it be 
new cars, new houses, 
clothing, vacations, or 
whatever, it seems that 
very few things are 
what we dreamed they 
would be. Surprise: it 
was never intended to. 

Even Solomon, who 
had everything, was 
depressed because 
nothing on earth can 
spiritually satisfy or 
take the place of  our 
personal relationship 
with God.

I’ve often wondered 
if  my expectations are 
unrealistic, but I just 
believe that when we 
pay for something, we 
deserve a quality prod-
uct and quality service. 
It’s one thing to make 
a mistake, but when 
there is no effort or 
concern to give people 
what they pay for, this 
is unacceptable. Con-
trolling how we react 
to disappointments 
can help our emotional 
roller coasters, and 
when we recognize 
that flaws and failures 
will always be with us, 
it allows us to appreci-
ate the small victories 
when they happen. 
How encouraging it is 
to imagine that many 
of  our loved ones, our 
new name, our new 

body, our inheritance, 
and citizenship, along 
with crowns and 
rewards, are all a part 
of  our glorious and 
“perfect” future. How 
wonderful to know that 
heaven will be filled 
with endless praise, 
everlasting joy, perfect 
peace, and content-
ment without dark-
ness, discouragement, 
or disappointment.

We are only briefly 
passing through this 
“imperfect” world, and 
the only thing we will 
take with us when we 
leave is an account of  
how we lived. It’s sad 
but true that not every-
one is concerned with 
their eternal destiny. 
We are graciously giv-
en eternal life when we 
repent, confess, obey, 
and receive Christ as 
our Lord who willingly 
paid our ransom. Billy 
Graham is quoted, “I 
will not go to heaven 
because I am a preach-
er. I’m going to heaven 
entirely on the merit 

of  the work of  Christ. 
The most thrilling 
thing about heaven is 
that Jesus Christ will 
be there!” “Blessed be 
the God and Father of  
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His 
great mercy has caused 
us to be born-again to a 
living hope through the 
resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 
to obtain an inheri-
tance which is imper-
ishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for 
you” (I Peter 1:3-4).

When we talk about 
hope, this usually 
means we are won-
dering if  something is 
going to turn out the 
way we want, but there 
is a spiritual hope em-
powered by faith where 
we can definitely know 
that God is watching 
and listening, and 
that our prayers will 
be answered without 
having to worry or be 
afraid. Romans 15:13 
reminds us, “May the 

God of  hope fill you 
with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that by 
the power of  the Holy 
Spirit you may abound 
in hope.” You see, those 
who trust and know 
God have been born 
again into an eternal 
inheritance that can 
never change or fail. 
Adam and Eve, and 
even the earth is under 
a curse, but there is 
coming a day when 
mediocrity will be no 
more. God has always 
been perfect, and in 
the future, we will be 
perfect, heaven will 
be perfect, and we will 
never be disappointed 
again.

Dr. Holland is a 
Christian minister, 
author, and community 
outreach chaplain. Ask 
for a free download 
of  his song, “Inten-
tions of  the Heart” at 
psalmz103@gmail.com 

By William F Holland Jr.
billyhollandministries.com

As adults, we all 
can look back on our 
lives and find people 
or moments that will 
forever be etched into 
our memories. Some 
of  them will not only 
forever be remem-
bered, but they are 
the ones that changed 
the trajectory of  our 
lives. It may be the 
death of  a loved one, 
an illness, or a trage-
dy, but these periods 
moved us to places we 
would have never oth-
erwise gone. Thank-
fully some of  these 
events were good as 
well. For instance, 
I can remember my 
first time fishing at 
the lake and my first 
time sitting in a tree 
stand waiting on a 
deer. Both became 

part of  the foundation 
of  these articles that 
I have written for 24 
years and the minis-
try they birthed. But 
the real life-changing 
event came without 
excitement. In fact, 
without one small 
gesture, it would have 
been quickly forgot-
ten. It didn’t come 
from anything that 
was special or anyone 
that was famous. But 
it is the one thing that 
changed my life forev-
er. And it is the one 
thing I continue to 
go back to, to offer to 
others who may need 
that same life change 
as I did. 

It happened one 
evening as I was pre-
paring to speak at a 
wild game dinner, 18 

years ago, this month. 
The event was small 
and held outdoors. 
About an hour before 
that event, two men 
drove up in an old-
er van. I remember 
a couple of  things 
about their arrival. 
First, as I noticed the 
interior of  the van, it 
looked like they were 
living out of  it. I don’t 
think they were, but 
it looked like it. And 
secondly, as I noticed 
the appearance of  
these two guys, it 
looked like they were 
living out of  the van. 
Lol. There was noth-
ing special about our 
encounter. But for 
some reason I noticed 
their kindness. After 
a few introductions, 
they handed me a 

thin paperback book 
and invited me to 
read it. I thanked 
them, tossed the book 
in my truck, and went 
on with my business. 
I don’t know how 
long after that, that 
I decided to pick up 
that book, but when 
I began to read, I 
couldn’t put it down. 
It changed my life 
because it showed me 
that God had already 
freed me from the 
responsibility of  try-
ing to live the Chris-
tian life in my own 
strength. It explained 
how Paul came to the 
end of  his efforts to 
keep the law so that 
he could simply trust 
Christ to live His 
life through him. In 
essence, it broke the 

grip that legalism had 
on me and showed 
me what grace really 
was, and how it was 
not only responsible 
for my salvation, but 
also for any spiritual 
growth I will ever 
experience. My job 
was not to produce 
the life of  Christ. My 
job was simply to 
bring myself  to the 
Source. Since that 
time, I have shared 
that message across 
the country, looking 
for others like me 
who have grown tired 
of  their inability to 
live the Christian life 
by their own efforts. 
Looking for others 
who need someone to 
fire them from the job 
they were never qual-
ified to do.  So, happy 

anniversary to me! 
Eighteen years ago, 
two ordinary men 
handed me a little 
book, and God used it 
to change everything. 
“It’s for freedom, that 
Christ has set you 
free.” ~Paul

Gary Miller has 
written Outdoor 
Truths articles for 
23 years.  He has also 
written five books 
which include compi-
lations of  his articles 
and a father/son 
devotional. He also 
speaks at wild-game 
dinners and men’s 
events for churches 
and associations. Stay 
updated on Outdoor 
Truths each week by 
subscribing at Out-
doortruths.org
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THE DEBIT CARD FOR TEENS AND SO MUCH MORE

GET YOUR COMPLIMENTARY* GREENLIGHT ACCOUNT

*FNB Bank customers are eligible for the Greenlight SELECT plan at no cost when they connect their FNB Bank account as the Greenlight funding source for the entirety of 
the partnership. Subject to minimum balance requirements and identity verification. Upgrades will result in additional fees. Upon termination of partnership, customers will be 
responsible for associated monthly fees. See terms for details. Offer ends 11/16/2026. Offer subject to change and partner participation. Greenlight is a financial technology 

company, not a bank. The Greenlight® prepaid card is issued by Community Federal Savings Bank, member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International. Card images 
shown are illustrative and may vary from the card you receive. Deposit products are offered by FNB Bank, Member FDIC.

4231 Hansen Road
Paducah, KY

192 Deer Path Lane
Paducah, KY

$574,900

340 McIntosh Road
Boaz, KY 

$439,900 (Next to FURKIDS)

$825,000

MLS# 128686

Suzy Gilland / Realtor
270-556-3697

Suzy
Gilland

suzygilland@gmail.com

MLS# 135617 MLS# 136120

1656 College Terrace
Murray, KY

$279,900

MLS# 136014

724 Armstrong Road
Smithland, KY

$162,500

MLS# 135628

Coleman joins AGs urging 
EPA review the impact of 

mifepristone on water systems

AG Coleman. 	  (Kentucky Today/Lawrence Smith)

beautification efforts. 
Commissioners also 
approved closing the 
city’s old State Aid 
Savings Account 
to comply with 
state direct-deposit 
requirements.

Additional actions 
included approval 
of  the FY2027 
Municipal Aid Road 
Fund Cooperative 
Program Agreement 
Resolution, acceptance 
of  the FY2025 audit 
conducted by Clayton, 
Byrd and Meeks, and 
first reading approval 
of  the FY2027 city 
budget.

Following an 
executive session 

regarding employee 
compensation, 
commissioners 
approved a 5 percent 
cost-of-living increase 
for city employees for 
FY2027.

The meeting 
concluded with 
adjournment following 
the completion of  all 
agenda items.

The Barlow City 
Commission normally 
meets on the second 
Tuesday of  each 
month at 5:30 p.m. at 
the City Hall Annex. 
Officials noted that 
the July meeting 
will be held on the 
same date but at an 
earlier time. The exact 
meeting time will 
be announced once 
scheduling is finalized.

BARLOW, 
from page B1

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) — Kentucky’s 
attorney general is 
continuing his fight to 
mitigate the influence 
and impact of  a pop-
ular abortion drug in 
the bluegrass state.

AG Russell Coleman 
joined 13 of  his coun-
terparts in petitioning 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) to flag mifepri-
stone for review in 
the next Contaminant 
Candidate List (CCL 
or CCL 6).

Mifepristone is the 
first of  two drugs used 
to end early intrauter-
ine pregnancy. It is a 
synthetic steroid and 
endocrine disruptor 
that blocks progester-
one, the pregnancy 
hormone that sup-
ports early fetal devel-
opment. The attorneys 
general called it “a 
growing threat to the 
country’s waterways” 
in a June 5 comment 
letter.

The Safe Drinking 
Water Act, passed in 
1996, requires the CCL 
to be reviewed and up-
dated every five years. 
A draft for the sixth 
CCL was published in 
April; it includes 75 
chemicals, 4 chemical 
groups (including 
microplastics and 
PFAS) and disinfec-
tion byproducts and 9 
microbes.

Contaminants iden-
tified by the list are 
not yet regulated but 

are known or antic-
ipated to appear in 
public water systems. 
The EPA uses the CCL 
to identify contami-
nants for future regu-
latory decision-mak-
ing, a separate process 
called Regulatory 
Determination.

Mifepristone was 
not initially nominat-
ed for CCL 6 consid-
eration back in April 
2023.

The attorneys 
general noted the 
recent proliferation 
of  mifepristone and 
the nationwide rise of  
chemical abortions in 
their letter, saying the 
surge in “home-set-
ting chemical abor-
tions has serious 
implications for the 
Safe Drinking Water 
Act.”

Following the fall of  
abortion-sanctioning 
Roe v. Wade and its 
protections in mid-
2022, chemical abor-
tions have steadily 
increased. The Gut-
tmacher Institute, a 
pro-abortion research 
and advocacy orga-
nization, found they 
accounted for 63% of  
abortions in 2023.

“As mifepristone’s 
use is now at an all-
time high, its inclu-
sion on the CCL is a 
logical step to further 
investigate the impact 
of  its newfound prev-
alence on the public 
health,” the chief  
legal officers said.

They cited research 
suggesting the proges-
terone-blocking me-
tabolites in the drug 
persist after disposal, 

and conventional 
wastewater treatment 
is not designed to re-
move them. Both fac-
tors create a “strong 
reason” to conclude 
that mifepristone’s 
chemical compounds 
persist in the environ-
ment and the water 
supply.

All expressed con-
cern that “pregnant 
women who uninten-
tionally ingest the 
drug through the pub-
lic water supply could 
be at greater risk of  
health complications 
than the general popu-
lation.”

The attorneys 
general urged the 
EPA to amend CCL 6 
to include mifepris-
tone and its approved 
generics. “The health 
of  pregnant women 
and Americans every-
where may depend on 
it,” they concluded.

The letter was 
submitted to the EPA 
on the final day of  a 
comment period that 
ended on June 5.

Coleman did not 
respond to a request 
for comment.
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Tips to trace your own history 
while celebrating America’s

Millions of  
Americans will spend 
some time in 2026 
commemorating 250 
years of  United States 
history. The U.S. turns 
250 in July 2026, and 
the summer figures 
to be an especially 
celebratory time 
across the 50 states.

As Americans 
engage with their 
nation’s history, they 
might be compelled 
to learn more about 
their personal history 
as well. Genealogy 
has become a popular 
pastime in the twenty-
first century, and the 
National Archives 
offers these tips to 
anyone looking to 
do some digging into 
their personal history 
as they celebrate 250 
years of  the United 
States.

• Start with 
yourself. The National 
Archives recommends 
starting with the 
person you know best: 
yourself. Your own 
personal details can 
serve as a starting 
point as you work 
toward more unknown 
facets of  your family 
history. After you note 
all of  your own details, 
learn and document 

all you can about your 
parents and then do 
the same in relation to 
your grandparents.

• Emphasize four 
vital components. 
The National Archive 
notes that names, 
dates, places, and 
relationships are the 
tools of  the family 
researcher. That’s 
because these nuggets 
of  information have 
long been used to 
identify people in 
public records. 

• Peruse any 
existing family 
archives. Many 
families have kept 
their own archives 
over the years, even 
if  that record-keeping 
was not widely known 
within a family. A 
relative might have 
kept various types of  
documents that help 
to paint a picture of  
your genealogy. Ask 
around in the family 
to see if  anyone has 
kept records, which 
might include:

- Newspaper 
clippings

- Birth and death 
certificates

- Military 
certificates

- Marriage licenses

- Letters
- Diaries
- Photographs/photo 

books
- Scrapbooks

• Let others know. 
Inform family 
members near and far 
that you’re working on 
a genealogy project. 
A relative might have 
beaten you to it, and 
that person could 
have lots of  valuable 
information and 
documents to share. 

Others might be able 
to point you toward 
a relative who has 
become the unofficial 
family historian. In 
addition, cousins 
and aunts and uncles 
might have records 
from their own 
immediate families, 
which can help you as 
you conduct your own 
research.

• Access 
government records. 
The U.S. federal 

census dates all the 
way back to 1790, 
which makes it a 
potentially excellent 
source of  information 
for your project. State 
and county archives 
also can be wonderful 
resources that keep 
records of  births, 
deaths, marriages, 
and other notable 
events that can help 
people trace their 
family histories. Even 
local libraries might 
have records of  your 

family, especially if  
your family has been 
settled in the same 
area for a significant 
amount of  time.

American history 
might be the focal 
point in the United 
States in 2026. But that 
renewed emphasis 
on history also 
makes 2026 a great 
time to study your 
own family’s part in 
helping the nation 
make it to its 250th 
birthday.
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communication. 
Telephones were 
becoming more 
common, but 
many transactions 
still depended on 
letters delivered 
through the mail. 
Today, computers, 
smartphones, cloud 
storage, and high-
speed internet 
allow companies to 
communicate instantly 
with customers, 
suppliers, and 
employees anywhere 
in the world. Tasks 
that once required 
hours of  paperwork 
can now be completed 
in minutes.

The rise of  the 
internet has also 
transformed the 
way companies sell 
products. In the early 
twentieth century, 
customers had to visit 
a physical store or 
order from printed 
catalogs. Today, 
online shopping 
allows consumers 
to purchase nearly 
anything with a 
few clicks. Small 
businesses can now 
reach customers 
across the country—
or even around the 
globe—without 
opening additional 
storefronts. Social 
media platforms and 
digital advertising 
have also become 
powerful marketing 
tools, helping 
businesses connect 
directly with their 
audiences.

Transportation 
and logistics have 
improved dramatically 
as well. In the 1920s, 
shipping goods 
often took weeks 
or even months. 
Modern highways, 
air freight, and 
sophisticated supply 
chain management 
systems have made it 
possible for products 
to be delivered quickly 
and efficiently. Many 
consumers now expect 
next-day or even 
same-day delivery, 
something that 
would have seemed 
impossible a century 
ago.

The workplace 
itself  has undergone 
major changes. 
Early businesses 
often expected long 
workdays with few 
employee benefits. 
Over time, labor 
laws improved 
working conditions 
by establishing 
minimum wages, 
workplace safety 
standards, and limits 
on child labor. Today, 
many companies 

also offer health 
insurance, retirement 
plans, paid leave, 
flexible schedules, 
and opportunities 
for professional 
development. The 
growth of  remote 
work, especially 
after the COVID-19 
pandemic, has shown 
that many jobs 
can be performed 
successfully from 
home.

Customer service 
has evolved alongside 
these changes. In 
the past, word-of-
mouth was one of  
the primary ways 
businesses built 
their reputations. 
While personal 
recommendations 
remain valuable, 
today’s consumers can 
instantly read online 
reviews, compare 
prices, and research 
companies before 
making purchases. 
Businesses must 
now maintain strong 
customer relationships 
both in person and 
online, responding 
quickly to feedback 
and adapting to 
changing expectations.

Another important 
development has 
been globalization. 
Many companies 
now buy materials 
from one country, 
manufacture products 
in another, and sell 
them worldwide. 
This interconnected 
economy creates 
opportunities for 
growth but also 
presents challenges, 
including supply 
chain disruptions, 
international 
competition, and 
changing trade 
policies.

Environmental and 
social responsibility 
have also become 
increasingly 
important. Consumers 
often expect 
businesses to reduce 
waste, conserve 
energy, support 
charitable causes, 
and operate ethically. 
Many companies now 
publish sustainability 
reports and invest 
in environmentally 
friendly practices, 
recognizing that 
responsible business 
decisions can 

strengthen customer 
trust and long-term 
success.

Despite all these 
changes, some things 
remain constant. 
Successful businesses 
continue to depend 
on honesty, quality 
products, excellent 
customer service, 
and the ability to 
adapt. Entrepreneurs 
still take risks, solve 
problems, and work to 
meet the needs of  their 
communities.

As technology 
continues to advance 
with artificial 
intelligence, 
automation, and 
new forms of  
communication, 
businesses will 
undoubtedly continue 
to evolve. Looking 
back over the last 100 
years shows that while 
tools and methods may 
change dramatically, 
innovation, resilience, 
and a commitment 
to serving customers 
remain the foundation 
of  lasting business 
success.

BUSINESSES, 
from page B3 9 facts about the Declaration 

of Independence
The Declaration 

of  Independence 
is a document 
that indicates the 
founding principles 
of  the United States 
of  America. The 
declaration was issued 
by the Continental 
Congress on July 4, 
1776, and announced 
the separation of  the 
13 British colonies in 
North America from 
the United Kingdom.

That significance 
means the public may 
want to learn more 
about the Declaration 
of  Independence. Here 
are some key facts.

1. While Thomas 
Jefferson wrote 
the Declaration of  
Independence, it was 
carefully reviewed 
and modified by 
other members of  the 
Continental Congress, 
notably John Adams 
and Benjamin 

Franklin.
2. The Continental 

Congress 
actually voted for 
independence on July 
2, 1776. The written 
Declaration was dated 
July 4, 1776, but it 
wasn’t actually signed 
until August 2nd of  
that year. John Adams 
thought July 2nd 
would be marked as 
the national holiday.

3. Fifty-six delegates 
signed the Declaration 
of  Independence, but 
not all were present on 
that day in August.

4. While many know 
that John Hancock 
signed first, with his 
prominent signature 
readily visible, it is 
believed that Thomas 
McKean of  Delaware 
was the last person to 
sign. 

5. Others signed 
according to state 
delegation and in 

columns, starting with 
the northernmost 
state (New Hampshire) 
to the southernmost 
(Georgia).

6. About 200 
copies of  the Dunlap 
Broadside were 
printed. Today, 26 
copies remain.

7. The original 
rough draft of  the 
Declaration of  
Independence has 
been lost.

8. The Declaration 
of  Independence 
was not universally 
accepted, and many 
people in the colonies 
remained loyal to the 
British monarchy and 
opposed American 
independence.

9. The Declaration 
of  Independence has 
a message written on 
the back of  it. It reads, 
“Original Declaration 
of  Independence dated 
4th July 1776.”
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135 Allegheny Rd
Gilbertsville, KY 42044

$1,399,800

738 Marina Village Dr.
Grand Rivers, KY 42045

$799,000

718 Marina Village Dr.
Grand Rivers, KY 42045

$610,000

Business Briefs
PADUCAH

Baptist Health 
Paducah 

Announces 
$19M Surgical 

Expansion

PADUCAH, Ky. — 
Baptist Health Paducah 
plans to invest $19 
million in an expansion 
and renovation of  its 
Surgical and Central 
Sterile departments to 
accommodate growing 
demand for advanced 
and robotic-assisted 
procedures.

The project, expected 
to be completed in fall 
2027, will add three 
operating rooms, 
including two dedicated 
to da Vinci robotic 
surgery and one 
equipped with Siemens 
biplane technology for 
advanced endovascular 
procedures. The 
hospital will also 
relocate and expand 
its Central Sterile 
department, adding 
new sterilization 
equipment and 
processing capacity to 
support higher surgical 
volumes.

The investment 
follows continued 
growth in surgical 
services. Baptist 
Health Paducah 
performed more than 
14,000 surgeries in 2025, 
including more than 
1,700 robotic-assisted 
procedures. Hospital 
officials said the 
additional operating 
rooms will improve 
access to specialized 
care and increase 
efficiency across the 
surgical department.

The expansion 
builds on a $17 million 

surgical services 
project completed in 
2012 and supports the 
hospital’s ongoing 
efforts to expand 
surgical specialties 
and recruit additional 
surgeons.

Ray Black & Son 
will serve as general 
contractor for the 
project.

McCRACKEN
GLE plant $1.76 

billion uranium re-
enrichment facility 

in McCracken 
County

FRANKFORT, 
Ky. — Global Laser 
Enrichment (GLE) 
plans to invest $1.76 
billion to develop 
the Paducah Laser 
Enrichment Facility, a 
depleted uranium re-
enrichment operation 
expected to create 
240 high-wage jobs in 
McCracken County.

The proposed 665-
acre facility would be 
located adjacent to 
the former Paducah 
Gaseous Diffusion 
Plant and next to the 
planned uranium 
enrichment project 
being developed by 
General Matter. If  
completed, the project 
would represent 
the largest capital 
investment in western 
Kentucky history.

The Kentucky 
Economic Development 
Finance Authority has 
approved a preliminary 
incentive package 
worth up to $98.9 
million, including 
tax incentives tied to 
investment and job 

creation targets. The 
project calls for an 
average hourly wage of  
$62, including benefits.

GLE, a joint venture 
of  Australia-based 
Silex Systems and 
Canada-based Cameco 
Corp., is seeking 
federal approval from 
the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission for the 
facility. The operation 
would re-enrich more 
than 200,000 metric 
tons of  depleted 
uranium under a U.S. 
Department of  Energy 
contract, supporting 
domestic nuclear 
fuel production while 
advancing federal 
cleanup efforts at the 
Paducah site.

Headquartered in 
Wilmington, North 
Carolina, GLE is 
commercializing 
laser-based uranium 
enrichment technology 
and has invested more 
than $550 million in 
engineering, design 
and licensing activities. 
The company has also 
been selected for up 
to $28.5 million in U.S. 
Department of  Energy 
funding.

The announcement 
further strengthens 
Paducah’s growing role 
in the domestic nuclear 
energy supply chain 
as multiple uranium 
enrichment projects 
advance in the region.

HOPKINSVILLE
Hopkinsville 

officials debate 
potential uses for 
$20.6 million in 
unassigned cash
HOPKINSVILLE, 

Ky. — Hopkinsville city 

leaders are weighing 
how to use more 
than $20 million in 
unassigned cash after 
the city ended May 
with reserves well 
above required levels.

During a City 
Council meeting 
on June 16, Chief  
Financial Officer 
Melissa Clayton 
reported the city held 
approximately $20.6 
million in unassigned 
cash, representing 
44% of  the general 
fund. City policy 
requires a minimum 
reserve of  20%, with 
25% recommended. 
While the percentage 
is expected to decline 
during the heavy 
spending months of  
June and July, Clayton 
said reserves typically 
remain above 35% even 
at their lowest point.

Councilmember 
Clayton Sumner 
questioned whether the 
city should continue 
maintaining reserves 
at more than double 
the required level while 
facing infrastructure 
needs and recent 
departmental cuts. 
Sumner suggested the 
city consider investing 
more in road and 
sidewalk improvements 
or reducing taxes for 
residents.

Clayton cautioned 
against committing 
funds based solely 
on current balances, 
noting that reserve 
levels fluctuate 
throughout the year 
and are typically lowest 
in September after 
summer expenditures 
are paid.

The discussion 
comes as the City 

Council approved 
the continuation of  
the Future Funding 
Committee, a seven-
member panel that 
reviews budget 
and funding issues. 
Councilmember Chuck 
Crabtree proposed 
that the committee 
examine potential uses 
for excess reserves, 
including flood 
mitigation projects and 
road improvements.

Mayor James R. 
Knight noted that 
Hopkinsville Public 
Works could face future 
budget pressures 
due to changes in 
Municipal Road Aid 
funding. Clayton said 
some of  the reserve 
funds could potentially 
be budgeted for city 
priorities while still 
maintaining a healthy 
financial cushion, but 

emphasized that the 
decision ultimately 
rests with the council.

Hopkinsville 
Salvation Army 

names new corps 
officer

HOPKINSVILLE, 
Ky. — The Salvation 
Army of  Hopkinsville 
has appointed Major 
Jason Swain as its new 
Corps Officer, effective 
June 22.

Swain arrives from 
Ashland, Kentucky, 
where he served for 
the past five years. He 
previously worked at 
The Salvation Army’s 
National Headquarters 
as an editor for The 
War Cry and has held 
leadership, finance, 
and youth ministry 
roles throughout his 
career.

A Salvation Army 
officer for 28 years, 
Swain brings more 
than four decades 
of  involvement with 
the organization. 
He said he looks 
forward to serving 
the Hopkinsville 
community and 
continuing the 
organization’s mission 
of  meeting local needs.

“Each city has its 
unique strengths and 
local flavors,” Swain 
said. “I’m excited to 
experience both of  
these.”

The Salvation Army 
will host a Welcome 
Sunday Service at 
11 a.m. on June 28 at 
its facility at 310 E. 
Seventh St. Community 
members are invited 
to attend and meet the 
new leader.

Swain succeeds 
previous leadership 
following a 
reassignment and 
emphasized that 
The Salvation Army 
remains committed 
to responding to 
community needs 
through its various 
programs and services 
for individuals and 
families in Christian 
County.

Major Jason Swain
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In addition to Primary 
Care, we provide 
Internal Medicine, 
General Surgery, 

Gastroenterology, 
Substance Disorder 
treatment, Hepatitis 

C treatment, DOT 
physicals, Behavioral 

Health and Weight Loss 
Program services.

Terry  W.  
Boone, PA-C

Mari on  
Clinic

William E .
Barnes, M.D.
Salem Clinic

Michael P.
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Clinics
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Clinic & Salem
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Leidec ker, 

APRN

Demetrius  L. 
Patton,  M.D .

Je nnifer
Al exa nde r,
PMHNP -B CSal em and 

Crittenden 
Hospital 

Annex Bldg.

Marion
& Salem 
 Clinics

Salem & 
Mari on  
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Guminski ,
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Smithland 

Clinic

Gh a ssan Ya zigi,
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Je ssica  Y. 
Ha rris, 
APR N

Smithland
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Salem & Mari on  
Clinics

Terry W. 
Boone, PA-C 

Marion 
Clinic

William E. 
Barnes, M.D. 
Salem Clinic

Michael P. 
Gavin, M.D. 
Marion & 
Smithland 

Clinics

Justin J. 
Lewis, PA-C 

Marion 
Physicians 

Clinic & Salem

Kara A. 
Phillips, APRN 

Salem & 
Marion 
Clinics

Robin 
Leidecker, 

APRN
Marion &

Salem Clinics

America Raye 
Guthrie

Primary Care 
& Pediatrics

Mondays Salem 
Medical Clinic

Jennifer 
Alexander 
PMHNP-BC 

Salem & 
Marion

Ghassan Yazigi, 
M.D. 

Salem & 
Marion Clinics

Jessica Y. 
Harris, 
APRN 

Smithland 
Clinic

Danielle 
Guminski, 
PMHNP-BC 
Smithland 

Clinic

We believe in primary care 
that’s all about you.

Marion Clinic
308 S. Main St.
(270) 965-4377

Salem Clinic
141 Hospital Dr.
(270) 988-3298

Smithland Clinic
205 E. Adair St.
(270) 928-2146

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CLINICS

www.tririvershc.com

Hopkinsville 
businesses to see 

changes in net 
profit license fees 
beginning July 1
HOPKINSVILLE, 

Ky. — Hopkinsville 
businesses will see 
changes to the city’s 
Net Profit License Fee 
structure beginning 
July 1 under a recently 
approved ordinance 
aimed at reducing 
fees for many filers 
while streamlining the 
process.

Under Ordinance 
No. 09-2026, the net 
profit license fee rate 
will decrease from 
1.5% to 1.3%, while the 
minimum license fee 
for businesses grossing 
more than $25,000 
annually will drop 
from $250 to $100.

The ordinance also 
introduces a new 
$25 processing fee 
for businesses with 
annual gross receipts 
of  $25,000 or less, 
which were previously 
exempt from renewal 
fees. Businesses that 
file returns after 
the deadline may be 
subject to penalties and 
interest charges.

The changes will first 
affect businesses with a 
March 31 fiscal year-
end, whose net profit 
license fee returns are 
due July 15, 2026.

City officials said 
they are working to 
notify businesses 
and tax professionals 
through updated forms, 
direct communication, 
and public outreach 
efforts ahead of  the 
implementation 
date. Businesses are 
encouraged to review 
the new requirements 
and prepare for the 
upcoming changes.

MURRAY
Data Center 

development 
under review

Officials in Murray 
are considering 
new regulations for 
potential data center 
projects as interest in 
large-scale technology 
and infrastructure 
developments grows 
in Calloway County. 
The city’s planning 
commission recently 
scheduled a public 
hearing to discuss 
proposed rules 
that would govern 
future data center 
construction and 
operations. The move 
signals increasing 
interest in technology-
related investment in 
the region. 

PRINCETON
Meat processing 
facility expands 

operations
A major investment 

in Princeton’s 
agricultural sector 

is moving forward 
after Better For 
Butchery acquired 
a 27,000-square-foot 
USDA-inspected meat 
processing facility. 
Company leaders 
say the operation 
will help strengthen 
supply chains for 
independent meat 
producers and support 
economic growth in 
rural communities. 
The facility is expected 
to increase processing 
capacity and create 
opportunities for local 
farmers and producers. 

Cadiz: Former 
Ascend Elements Site 
Under New Ownership

Economic 
development leaders 
in Trigg County are 
focusing on future 
job creation after a 
new owner assumed 
control of  the former 
Ascend Elements site 
near Cadiz. Local 
officials say they are 
optimistic the property 
can attract new 
industrial investment 
and employment 
opportunities, though 
details about future 
development plans 
have not yet been 
announced. 

MAYFIELD
Regional economic 

momentum 
continues

While no 
major business 
announcements were 
reported in Mayfield 
this week, the broader 
western Kentucky 
region continues to 
benefit from strong 
economic development 
activity. State officials 
reported more than $7 
billion in announced 
and approved 
investments during the 
first quarter of  2026, 
including several major 
projects in western 
Kentucky that are 
expected to strengthen 
regional supply 
chains, workforce 
opportunities, and 
business growth. 

REGIONAL
Western Kentucky 

continues to attract 
significant industrial 
and manufacturing 
investment, 
highlighted by a 
$1.76 billion uranium 
enrichment project 
planned in Paducah 
that is expected 
to create 240 jobs 
with average wages 
exceeding $60 per hour. 
Economic development 
officials say large-scale 
projects like this could 
generate secondary 
opportunities for 
suppliers, contractors, 
and businesses 
throughout the region, 
including Calloway, 
Trigg, Graves, and 
Caldwell counties. 



B14  Friday, June 19, 2026	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389

COLOR
CLASSIFIEDS

Illinois #2570

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

Zac Taylor
618-944-0086

at your service for all of your auction needs
Online-only • Live on-site • Estate settlements 
Farm and equipment • Business liquidations

• Simulcast Auctions 
• Grocery store & food service

Online-only • Live on-site
Estate settlements

Farm and equipment
Business liquidations

Grocery store & foodservice

Illinois #237

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

912-945-7342

at your 
service for 
all of your 

auction 
needs

Zac
Taylor

618.944.0086

270-441-7799270-441-7799
1515 Broadway St - Paducah, KY1515 Broadway St — Paducah, KY

Business & Service Directory

4938 SR-49, Greenville, OH 45331

BUSSEY BROS.
AUCTIONEERS
844.SOLD.BBA or 

844.765.3222

Real Estate • Farm RetirementsReal Estate • Farm Retirements
Heavy Equipment • ConsignmentsHeavy Equipment • Consignments

Business Liquidations • Inventory ReductionsBusiness Liquidations • Inventory Reductions
Fleet Reductions • Constrution EquipmentFleet Reductions • Constrution Equipment

sales@busseybros.com

LIVE ONSITE AUCTIONS 
W/ONLINE BIDDING

Quality Work  Affordable Prices

Big or Small, we fix it all

Insurance Accepted

Ladd’s Auto Body 
1491 Hwy 60 • Ledbetter Ky. 42058

Phone 270-217-3587Phone 270-217-3587

Interior & Exterior Painting
Staining

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

(270) 454-4088

SEALING • ASPHALT • TAR & CHIP • CURBING • STRIPPING
    38 Years Experience Serving Western Kentucky & West Tennessee 

Clarksville
931-645-2689

Paris
731-644-0949

Lexington
731-967-9542
2-3368

Murray
270-753-1965

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE

 VETERAN
 owned & operated
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5450 Old Hwy 60 West • Paducah, KY
Open Daily from

10:00 am - 10:00 pm

270.442.7092

Proudly Owned & Operated 
by the Cassity Family

GRAVE PLOTS

FOR SALE One Grave Lot 
at Maplelawn Cemetery. 

$800.00 Or Best Offer Call 
270-558-3414

2 GRAVE SITES at Wood-

lawn Memorial Garden. In 
the Christus area.$3,800. 
270-559-8781

2 Cemetery Lots (side by 
side) Located at Woodlawn 
Memorial Cemetery (in The 
Garden of the Good Shep-
ard). 6965 Old Hwy 45, Pa-
ducah, KY. $5,000 for both 
lots 2702-519-5449 or 270-
841-5001.

For Sale 1 Vault in Brookha-
ven Memorial Park, last one 
in the chapel. Holds 2 cas-
kets. $7,000.00. Call 270-
556-0524

3 possibly 4 Grave Plots
Woodlawn Memorial Gar-
dens Paducah Ky. Trinity 
Garden section. Normally 
$3700.00 each. Will sell for 
$2500.00 each Call 270-
970-0678

STORAGE UNIT SALE

Storage Unit Sale. 3919 
Cairo Rd., Paducah.  May 
8th 9-3:00 pm. Closed 
Noon-1:00. Tools, TV, Kew-
pie Dolls, Prom dresses, 
Karaoke Items. Rain Can-

cels. (5/8/26)

PETS FOR SALE

BORDER COLLIE PUP-
PIES, “working Parents” 
Best farm dogs, great pets, 
excellent service dogs. Ne-
gotiable price & deliverable. 
Shots, De wormed. Also 
MInis and 2 Chichuauha’s. 
Call 573-414-4601 or 573-
979-5373 

For Sale, Sleep Number 
Plus, Twin Long ILE 360 
smart bed frame flex fit, 360 
remote,  Call 270-556-0524  
TFN mattress pad, 2 fitted 
sheet sets $5,000.00

NOW HIRING

Elderly man needs House 
cleaner. And Physical Ther-
apy Part Time.    270-994-
3230

FOR HIRE

Housekeeper, 9-3 on Thurs-
day. $110.00  Jennifer Gay 
270-994-7939

MEDICAL

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive | Paducah, KY 42003

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

NOW HIRING!

COME for a job.
STAY for a career.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE for a lifetime.

Benefits: Kentucky provides one of the most competitive benefits packages available today, 
with insurance, retirement and leave options to meet your immediate and long-term goals.

Apply online at careers.ky.gov
Search for any position with the Gilbertsville zip code 42044

NOW HIRING!
STATE RESORT PARK
Kentucky Dam Village

• Facility Maintenance Supervisor
• Facility Maintenance Worker

• Parks Program Services Supervisor
• Park Worker I (Dining Room)

• Park Worker I (Housekeeping)
• Serving Attendant & Cook II
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Help Feed America!
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

FULL time positions available for experienced, 
qualified Route Drivers 

for CDL Class A (Tractor) positions. 

These positions work locally/regionally 
Monday through Friday with Excellent Benefits 
and Compensation with average annual pay 

ranging from $60K to $70K.

 The position is a route driver job and requires 
frequent tire handling. Clean MVR and minimum 
6-months driving experience in a tractor-trailer 

required to be eligible for hire.
  

For more information or to schedule an interview 
call 270-965-3613 or 

email pdriver@libertytire.com. 
Equal Opportunity Employer

270.965.9550  
2071 US Hwy 60 W
Marion KY 42064

www.libertytire.com

CDL-A Route Drivers

If it Matters to YOU,  
It Matters to US!

Subscribe or Advertise 
TODAY! 270.442.7389

Subscribe or Advertise 
TODAY! 270.442.7389
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Are you looking for a pri-
vate sitter, home health 
care, hospice, and elderly 
care services. Please con-
tact Tina at 270-559-9181 
nights, days and weekends 
available.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Fully electric hospital bed 
$1300, Hoyer patient lift 
$350, older wheelchair $50, 
rollator walker $30, oxygen 
tank holder for wheelchair 
$20.  Call 270-836-1002.

AUTO MISCELLANEOUS

27 ft Car Hauler Cargo 
Trailer. Used once, 2-7,000 
lb axels, 4,000 lb rear door 
ramp, Call for extras 303-
775-0310, $11,300 (tfn) 

For Sale: 2025 Diamond 
Trailer - 7’ x 14’, Enclosed, 
Fold Down Back Door, 
Side Walk-In Door,     Tan-
dom Axle, Electric Brakes, 
$4,500.  Call Don: 386-559-
7004

FOR RENT

$1,299 per month SINGLE 
FAMILY 3 BR, 1 Bath, Liv-
ing Room, Kitchen, Utility 
Room. Central Heat & Air. 
Storage Shed. Located in 
CALVERT CITY. 1 month 
security deposit. 1 year 
lease. 270-709-0955

20 by 40 3 room office with 
bath. 13th and Jefferson st. 
Paducah Ky. $1200.00 per 
month call 270-210-4666

REAL ESTATE

Awesome beautiful 2 Large 
lots!  Brand New Home built 
just across the street. Great 
area on Barkley Lake. Over 
1 acre, year round view of 
Barkley Lake!  1 mile to BRR 
Marina !  $64,000.00 MLS # 
121914. CALL Jennifer Palm-
er Realty at 270-519-9000. 
(tfn) 

135 Allegheny Road • 
Gilbertsville, Kentucky • 
$1,399,900. This Incredible 
Customer Built 2015 property 
is amazing! Across the road 
1,000 yards from KY Dam 
Village State Park, Dam, 
Marina, Restaurant/Lodge. 
2,000 yards from the Golf 
course! Less than 2 miles to 
Aviation Airfield, & I-24/69. 5 
total  bedrooms, 4 full baths, 2 
half baths, 2 laundry areas & 

3 gas log fireplaces! Vaulted 
& Cathedral ceilings. Detailed 
woodwork & moldings, pol-
ished marble, w/unique char-
acteristics! Expansive Living 
room open to kitchen/break-
fast area. Primary suite offers 
a custom tiled bath, heated 
floor & walk-in closet! Cov-
ered patio w/ wood burning 
FP. In-ground pool, privacy 
fence & gated concrete drive 
w/ ample parking, 2 1/2 car 
garage has apartment, extra 
lot & huge PRIVACY FENCE! 
CALL Jennifer Palmer Realty 
at 270-519-9000                                                            

27 Paradise Point Road 
• Gilbertsville, Kentucky 
$369,000. 3 beautiful lots, 
over 1/2 acre sitting up HIGH 
on a hill with a SPECTACU-
LAR BREATHTAKING VIEW 
OF KY LAKE in Cambridge 
Shores Subdivision! Build 
your Dream Home! Magnif-
icent Stunning view of KY 
Lake! Enjoy all the amenities 
that Cambridge Shores has 
to offer. This quiet KY Lake 
neighborhood is the perfect 
place to call home!  CALL 
Jennifer Palmer Realty at 
270-519-9000

135 Allighany ----Unique 
Custom Built 2015 property.   
Stunningly Luxurious with 
Captivating Elegance across 
the road 1000 yards from 
Ky Dam Village State Park, 
Dam, Marina ,Restaurant/
Lodge. 2000 yards to Golf 
course! Less than 2 miles to 
Aviation Airfield, & I-24/69. 5 
total bedrooms, 4 full baths,2 
half baths, 2 laundry areas & 
3 gas log fireplaces! Vaulted 
& Cathedral ceilings, detailed 
woodwork, polished marble, 
with unique characteristics!  
Primary suite offers custom 
tiled bath, heated floor & 
walk-n closet! Kitchen island 
& beautiful cabinetry!  Mu-
sic room, sun room & office! 
Basement has family room, 
kitchen, bedroom, storage 
room & bath. Covered patio 
with wood burning FP. In-
ground pool ,privacy fence, 
& gated concrete drive, 2 & 
1/2car Gar, ,apartment, ad-
ditional lot & massive stately 
privacy wall. Can be a VRBO! 
Jennifer Palmer Realty at 
270-519-9000
 
718 Marina Village Dr. ---- 
Beautiful Custom Built 3 
bed 3 & 1/2 bath 2006, looks 
like a new Home sitting on 
2 private lots in Prestigious 
Gated Marina Village Sub-
division! Hardwood Floors,9 

ft ceilings , many updates, 
large family room open to 
Kitchen! 2 Bedrooms on 
main level & one HUGE 
bedroom up. All bedrooms 
have a full bath. Kitch-
en has custom cabinetry!  
NEW HEAT/AIR UNITS IN 
2023. Upstairs-2019. NEW 
DECK, 4 car garage heat-
ed & cooled, Storm Shelter, 
ALL FURNITURE, DECOR, 
TABLEWARE, BEDDING, 
LIGHTHOUSE PICTURES, 
Towels  STAY PLUS NEW 
flooring that has not been 
installed. Take a golf cart 
ride to Grand Rivers, world 
famous Patties Restaurant, 
antique shops & more! Jen-
nifer Palmer Realty at 270-
519-9000
 
27 Paradise Point----Wow! 
3 beautiful lots , over 1/2 
acre sitting up HIGH on a 
hill with a SPECTACULAR 
WATERVIEW OF KY LAKE 
in Cambridge Shores Sub-
division!  Build your Dream 
Home on these lots. Wow! 
what a Magnificent Stun-
ning view of Ky Lake!   En-
joy the amenities that Cam-
bridge Shores including 
2 boat ramps, a covered 
picnic pavilion, a swim area 
with sandy beach, courtesy 
docks, tennis court, bas-
ketball court and Private 
Club House.  HOA fee only 
$175.00 annually. CALL 
Jennifer Palmer Realty at 
270-519-9000

2836 James Sanders 
Blvd., Paducah, KY.  MLS 
#134672. High traffic lo-
cation, Approximately 3+ 
acres off exit #4 I-24 on 
James Sander’s BLVD be-
tween Texas Road House 
and Academy Sports. Great 
location for commercial de-
velopment. Approximate-
ly 450 feet of road front-
age, level, with all utilities. 
$2,450,000, Carla Bridges 
@ REMAX at 270-559-8425

6330 Burchell, Paducah, 
KY. MLS #136950. Premier 
custom home in one of Pa-
ducah’s most prestigious 
neighborhoods, The Grove, 
privately set on a cul-de-
sac. Grand entry, open 
kitchen with butler’s pantry, 
spacious living room with 
fireplace, office, craft room, 
and luxurious primary suite 
with his and hers baths and 
sitting area. Enjoy a large, 
covered porch with outdoor 
kitchen, screened porch 
and 3 car garage. Upstairs 

offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
playroom/bedroom and 
bonus room. The walkout 
basement includes 2 bed-
rooms, full kitchen, family 
room, patio, storage, me-
chanical room and concrete 
safe room. Elevator serves 
all floors. French country 
exterior, stone/brick/exten-
sive landscaping and circle 
drive. $1,595,000. Contact 
Carla Bridges @ REMAX at 
270-559-8425

500 S 17th • Paducah, KY 
42003 Commercial/Industri-
al - $1,399,000 MLS Num-
ber • 125918 • 18,900 sq. 
ft. Outstanding professional 
office building in the heart 
of Paducah featuring ap-
proximately 15,600 sq. ft. of 
office space with 26 private 
offices, 4 bullpens, 2 confer-
ence rooms, kitchen/break-
room, 2 IT rooms, 3 labo-
ratory rooms, multiple work 
areas, and storage closets 
along with 2300 sq. ft. ware-
house area. Also has an 
approximately 1000 sq. ft. 
detached storage building.  
Contact Carla Bridges @ 
REMAX at 270-559-8425

1114 Broadway, Paducah, 
KY. MLS #132732. Excel-
lent opportunity for a client 
in need of a nice office build-
ing in midtown Paducah, 
centrally located in the heart 
of Paducah’s business dis-
trict with high traffic location. 
Dual access from Broadway 
and Kentucky Avenue. Cur-
rent tenants are expected to 
move by late fall. $459,900. 
Contact Carla Bridges @ 
REMAX at 270-559-8425

House For Sale Ranch 
style, 3 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, Cedar siding. Sits 
on 6 acres. 116 Darnell Rd. 
Benton 42025. Call 270-
404-6972 for appointment.

100 Acres sold all together.  
Livingston County, near El-
ementary school. store, fire 
department. Can be used 
for residential or commer-
cial. 10 miles from Ky Lake 
270-210-6697 (tfn)

37 Acres, Beautiful Building 
Site. 5050 Metropolis Lake 
Rd, W. Paducah. $10,000 
per acre. Call 270-210-4666 
tfn

4 Adjacent 1 acres lots in 
Peninsula Subdivision on 
Lake of Egypt. Great year 
round fishing with no carp, 
barges, or big boats. 50 
minutes from Paducah. 
$29,995 for all four. Might 
divide into 2 parcels. Call 
owner 314-239-6676.

Large Ky Lake lot Mature 
trees, utilities, restricted to 
new construction or double 
wide. $24,900. 270-970-
8000  (tfn)

Beautifully and totally ren-
ovated condo in exciting 
Lower Town, Paducah, KY. 
Stainless steel and gran-
ite kitchen, original wood 
floors, two master suites 

with attached baths.  Car-
port with storage. 2/3 -2,140 
sq. ft. $247,500. (972) 816-
8766 (tfn)

401 E 12th St., Benton 
Charming and spacious 
2,240 sq. ft. home. Im-
maculate property cen-
trally located in Benton on 
a well landscaped corner 
lot. 3 Bedroom / 2 Bath. 
Expansive basement in-
cludes interior and exterior 
entrances. Workshop with 
additional outbuilding with 
concrete flooring for mow-
er etc. $269,900 Call Car-
la Bridges REMAX Realty 
Group at 270-559-8425

1.6 acres with hookups sep-
tic and well. 2357 State Rt 
384 Mayfield Ky. $20k FIRM 
270-564-6774(TFN)

CAMPERS FOR SALE

2021 JAYCO JayFlight 
SLX, 195 RB Travel Trailer 
(21-foot) Never been lived 
in. Bath tub - Shower com-
bo. Closet, Queen size bed, 
Refrigerator, Microwave, 
2-Burner Stove, Electric 
Awning, Radio & TV Hook-
up, Fold-Out stairs, Stor-
age, 2-Water Tanks. KEVIL 
AREA. Asking $18,000 Call 
270-349-4962

For sale Pop camper 2001 
Coleman Grand Tour Utah; 
$3,000. 270-519-7849 TFN

BOATS FOR SALE

REDUCED 2008 20 ft. Cres-
tliner 1950 SF series, easy 
load trailer, 175 HP Mercury 
motor, canopy, travel cov-
er, 2 fish finders, radio FM/
AM, much more, garage 
stored, valued at $15K, sell 
for $12,000. 270-665-0010 / 
leave a message.

14’ Polar Craft  Boat,Like 
new motor, electric start, 
trailer 1 fuel can, Minkota 
trolling motor, canopy, fish 
finder, battery. Benton Ky 
$5,500.00. OBO   815-236-
9455 (TFN)

AUTOS FOR SALE

For Sale. 2009 Mercury 
Milan 82000 miles. Bought 
August 2024 for commuting 
to work. No longer needed. 
Last Service June 2025 
78,500 miles New Tires 
June 2025  78,800 miles. 
Price $7500.00. Call 615-
430-7544.

2015 Mercedes E-350 
104,000 miles, Light grey 
Real nice vehicle, drives 
real nice. $13,000 OBO call 
270-493-2176

2007 Red Chevy Avalanche 
Truck, needs transmission 
and frame rusted.Sell-
ing truck for parts. $3000. 
Please call  270-217-4980	

2017 GMC Sierra Denali 
Crew Cab pickup, 99,000 
miles, loaded, Beautiful 
truck, $23,500. Please 
call... 270-519-3674 or 270-

519-1254

1986 Chevrolet 4 x 4 Pick-
up, wrecked but a/c works 
$2,000 cash or OBO. 327 
Motor and 3 speed trans-
mission out of 1980 Impala 
$1,000 cash or OBO. Call 
270-804-5399.

REDUCED 2010 Black 
Honda Fit Sport 4 door 
hatchback. Excellent me-
chanical condition minor 
cosmetic damage clear title 
$4,500.00 OBO  Cal 812-
631-3921

GOLF CART FOR SALE

REDUCED 2019 EZGO 
Golfcart  48V.  Flame Red 
with Black seating. very 
good condition in Salem, 
Ky area 4,200.00. Call 812-
483-1116 (tfn)

FARM & LAWN 
EQUPMENT

1996 8570 MF Combine Big 
motor, 30’ GH, SCH Knife & 
drive, Maurer bin ext, flota-
tion rears, second owner. 
C-Tech maintained. Approx. 
3,000 hrs $50,000 OBO. 
419-615-0950 

REDUCED 1987 John 
Deere Combine 7720 Titan 
2, 4 wd, long auger, 30.5 x 
32 tires, always kept inside 
shed. $11,000 OBO 270-
254-0318	 3.2 Prong 
Hay Fork $150; B275 Diesel 
International project tractor 
$1,250. Call 731-487-7062.            

1953 Farmall Cub Woods 
Belly Mower. to ad for 1950 
8n Ford Tractor $1250.00. 
270-832-1281

1950 8N Ford tractor 
$1,250.00, Call 270-832-
1281. W0.5x32

King Kutter Bushhog 48” w/ 
PTO Connector, Like New. 
$900 OBO. Benton, KY. 
815-236-9455 (TFN)

MISC. FOR SALE

For Sale: New and Used 
Christmas Toys and Tools. 
Rosanna’s Place Salem Ky. 
Thurs -Fri. 8-4.   Sat. 8-1

Goodman 4 ton central heat 
& air split unit, hardly used. 
Call thomas 270-247-7589. 
(tfn)

Fiddle/Violin (Karl Knilling), 
Hand-Made in Germany, 2 
Bows & Hard Case. Very 
Good Condition. $300,  270-
328-8801 (tfn) 

Roofing supplies left over 
a job. GAF shingles, under 
lay, edging, nails. Retail val-
ue $700. Your cost for lot 
$250 cash and carry. 270-
559-8467

Hunting equipment, trophy 
deer heads, tools, house-
hold horse and Indian items, 
thousands of like new items 
priced to sell. Traders Mall 
Flee Market June 13th

Puzzle Page in A Section

Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers
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PADUCAH, Ky. —  
As a reminder, U.S. 
68 at the Interstate 24 
Exit 16 Interchange 
in McCracken County 
will close to traffic 
on Monday, June 22, 
weather permitting.

This closure includes 
the I-24 Exit 16 ramps 
in both directions and 
the U.S. 68 overpass 
over the interstate, or 
U.S. 68 mile point 0.7 
to 1.3. There will be no 
through traffic.

A contractor 
for the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
(KYTC) plans to start 
work on the district’s 
first roundabouts on 
state highways. The 
closure could remain in 
effect for up to 120 days, 
weather permitting.

Closing the 
interchange allows 
crews to complete 
the project more 
efficiently and in a 
shorter timeframe than 
would be possible with 
lane restrictions and 
multiple temporary 
closures.

Those traveling along 
I-24 needing to reach 
U.S. 62 near Paducah’s 
Southside and U.S. 68 
near Reidland should 
exit the interstate at 
Exit 11.

An official truck 
route will be signed 
at the signalized 
intersection on 
U.S. 60/62 near the 
Ledbetter Bridge. 
Commercial and larger 
vehicles should follow 
U.S. 62 to KY 131 in 
Reidland, then continue 
along the KY 131/KY 
284 corridor to U.S. 68.

Detour signs will 
also be posted at KY 
131/Said Road at its 
intersection with KY 
284 (near Traders 
Mall Flea Market) 
and at U.S. 62 at its 
intersection with U.S. 
68 (near Mercy Health 
Reidland).

Local traffic and 
passenger cars have 
several options to 
choose from when 
traveling from U.S. 62 
to U.S. 68, including the 
following routes:

KY 1887/Park Road to 
KY 131/Reidland Road 
(Near Smile Station).

KY 787/Calvert Drive 
to KY 131/Benton Road 
(Near Huck’s).

KY 1201/Culp Road 
and KY 787/Rosebower 
Church Road.

KY 1042/Sharpe 
School Road (in 
Marshall County).

KY 1610/Mt. Moriah 
Road (in Marshall 
County).

Passenger vehicle 
detours will not be 
signed.

A roundabout is a 
circular intersection 
where traffic travels 
counterclockwise 
around a central island.

Roundabouts are 
a nationally-proven 
innovative intersection 
design that provides 
a 37% reduction in 
overall crashes and a 
75% reduction in injury 
crashes by reducing 
conflict points and the 
risk of  right-angle, or 
more severe, crashes.

According to 
Kentucky State Police 
crash data, over the last 
five years, 71 crashes 
were recorded on 
this stretch of  U.S. 68, 
with 30% resulting in 
injuries.

Roundabouts are 
designed to safely 
accommodate all 
vehicle types, including 
passenger cars, tractor-
trailers, school buses, 
and vehicles towing 
boats or trailers.

The design features 
a truck apron, which 
helps large vehicles 
safely navigate the 
turns. The apron is 
raised slightly above 
the roadway and 
constructed with a 

different color or 
texture material to 
distinguish it from the 
regular travel lane. 
This paved ring around 
the central island 
allows trucks, buses, 
and other large vehicles 
to safely track over it 
while turning within 
the roundabout.

Learn more 
about roundabouts 
on the KYTC’s 
SAFERoad Solutions 
website at https://
transportation.ky.gov/
saferoadsolutions/.

++++
To get traffic 

advisories and alerts 
for KYTC District 1 
counties via email, 
please go to https://
public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/KYTC/
signup/13651. Click on 
the District 1 counties 
you regularly drive 
through, or on any of  

the specialty corridors 
you travel.  Check 
your SPAM filtering to 
ensure Gov Delivery is 
on your approved list.

Timely traffic 

advisories for the 12 
counties of  KYTC 
Highway District 1 are 
available by going to 
www.facebook.com/
kytcdistrict1. Please 
LIKE or FOLLOW 

District 1.  You do not 
have to be a Facebook 
member to access this 
page.

NEWS

SUPPLYING DECK, CRANE, DOCK & 
FREIGHT BARGES FOR 85 YEARS.

L E A S E  O R  P U R C H A S E   Y O U R  N E X T  B A R G E  W I T H  D A U LT O N

Dan M. Frankum, President/CEO
Russell H. Smith, CFO

INFO@GLENNDAULTON.COM | 731.885.5600 | WWW.GLENNDAULTON.COM

Fleeting Locations:
Paducah, KY
Houma, LA
Houston, TX

U.S. 68 at Interstate 24 Exit 16 in McCracken 
County to close on June 22nd

Truck detour between US 62 and US 68 using KY 131/284
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By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

LEXINGTON, Ky. 
(KT) – Commissioner 
of  Agriculture 
Jonathan Shell 
joined dairy industry 
representatives and 
dairy producers, to 
sign a proclamation 
honoring the dairy 
industry and June 
as Dairy Month in 
Kentucky.

The proclamation 
was signed during 
Dairy Night at the 
Ballgame with the 
Lexington Legends 
on Friday, where 
Shell also threw out 
the ceremonial first 
pitch.

“Kentucky’s dairy 
industry is a fantastic 
foundation for the 

Commonwealth’s 
agricultural success,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “In June, we 
honor these hard-
working individuals 
and an industry that 
brings us wholesome, 
delicious, and 
nutritious products 
each and every day. 
Through the years, 
our dairy partners, 
as a group, have 
made the necessary 
changes to adapt 
to a changing 
environment. For 
that and the products 
the industry provides, 
I’m happy to declare 
June as Dairy Month 
in Kentucky.”

Like the cattle 
industry, the dairy 
cattle industry 
decreased slightly in 
2026, from 41,000 milk 
cows the previous 
years to 38,000 at the 
beginning of  January. 
Despite the decrease, 
Kentucky remains 

a significant dairy 
producer. Kentucky’s 
38,000 dairy cows 
produce milk – the 
Official Beverage of  
Kentucky since 2005 – 
along with ice cream, 
artisan cheeses, and 
other tasty dairy 
products. Dairy 
farmers help provide 
Kentucky families 
with the calcium, 
protein, vitamins, 
and minerals they 
need to lead an active 
and healthy lifestyle.

On average, each 
dairy cow produces 
nearly 6.5 gallons of  
milk a day, meaning 
Kentucky dairy cows 
produced more than 
92 million gallons 
of  milk last year. 
Milk ranks eighth 
as a Kentucky 
agriculture product 
with Kentucky dairy 
producers receiving 
more than $174.9 
million in cash 
receipts from sales 

of  dairy products. 
Kentucky has about 
325 licensed dairy 
farms. On average 
each dairy cow 
generates more than 
$13,700 in economic 
ripple effect each 
year.

Barren County has 
the most dairy cows, 
followed by Adair, 
Logan, Christian, and 
Todd counties.

The Kentucky 
Department of  
Agriculture (KDA) 
helps Kentucky 
dairy farmers and 
processors find 
new markets for 
their products and 
conducts dairy cattle 
shows across the 
state. For a list of  
dairy producers and 
products across the 
state, visit KDA’s 
directory of  dairy 
products at kyagr.
com/agbus/category.
aspx?group=7.

COLOR
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BUY, SELL, AND TRADE DAILY

815-889-4191 or Fax 815-889-5365
301 E. Frederick St. H Milford, ILHJim Mowrey

815-471-9610
Jon Mowrey

815-471-4191

For more information on auctions, 
like us on Facebook, Twitter, 
or text Mowrey to 33222 for 

notifications!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

Online bidding by Level. Go to mowreyauction.com 
and click bid online to sign up today!

www.mowreyauction.com

Auctions start at 8:00 A.M. CST

NEXT AUCTION - JULY 15TH
REMAINING 2026 AUCTIONS IN AUGUST, 

SEPTEMBER, AND DECEMBER

June is Dairy Month in KY

Contact: Carla Bridges • 270.559.8425
Your Real Estate Professional

carlabridges@gmail.com

$459,900$459,900

1114 BROADWAY, PADUCAH 
MLS 132732. COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, 2 STORIES, 11-20 

SHARED PARKING

500 S 17TH, PADUCAH
MLS 134644. COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, 21-50 PARKING 

CAPACITY, SINGLE STORY

$1,399,000$1,399,000

2836 JAMES SANDERS BLVD, PADUCAH
MLS 134672. COMMERCIAL LAND. IN CITY LIMITS, PUBLIC 

ROAD ACCESS, 450 FT ROAD FRONTAGE.

$2,450,000$2,450,000

6330 BURCHELL, PADUCAH
MLS 136950. BEAUTIFUL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE, 

4000 SQ. FT., 5 BEDROOMS, 4 1/2 BATHS, 3 GARAGES, 
BASEMENT, IN CITY LIMITS.

$1,595,000$1,595,000

 NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE 
 
Big Rivers Electric Corporation will hold an open house on 
Thursday, June 25, 2026, from 3:00 PM until 6:00 PM Central 
Daylight Time (4:00 PM to 7:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time) as an 
opportunity to provide written feedback related to Big Rivers’ 2026 
Integrated Resource Plan. The open house will be held at the Big 
Rivers Training Center located 300 North Water Street, 
Henderson, Kentucky. The information available at the open 
house and instructions for written feedback will also be available 
on June 25, 2026, on the Big Rivers website, 
www.bigrivers.com/irp. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 8TH!

By Jordan Strickler

Lexington, Ky.—
See the vet reports 

during any yearling sale 
and you’ll hear it — a 
ripple of  concern when a 
veterinarian flags a bone 
chip on a radiograph of  
the horse’s leg. Buyers 
often step away. Prices 
drop. The horse, in the 
minds of  many, is already 
compromised.  

However, findings 
from a study out of  the 
University of  Kentucky 
Maxwell H. Gluck 
Equine Research Center 
are challenging that 
assumption, which for 
sellers and consignors 
carry real financial 
weight.  

The research, 
published in the Equine 
Veterinary Journal, 
is the first study to 
directly compare sales 
and racing outcomes 
in Thoroughbred 
yearlings with carpal 
osteochondral fragments 
(COF) — more 
commonly known as 
knee chips — against a 
control population of  
radiographically clean 
horses. The results paint 
a more nuanced picture 
than the industry’s 
default response of  

writing off  a horse with 
a chip.  

“The idea came from 
seeing a large number 
of  these cases get 
significantly marked 
down in price, just 
because people assume 
a chip means the horse 
won’t perform,” said 
Bruno Menarim, a 
Gluck Center researcher 
and one of  the study’s 
senior authors. “That 
was possibly true in the 
’80s and part of  the ’90s, 
but not with current 
arthroscopic surgery 
approaches.”  

Using clinical records 
from Hagyard Equine 
Medical Institute 
spanning 2015 to 2018, 
the team identified 
46 Thoroughbred 
yearlings with 
dorsal osteochondral 
fragments of  the radial 
or intermediate carpal 
bones. Twenty-six of  
those horses underwent 
arthroscopic surgery 
to remove the fragment 
before going to sale; 
20 were managed 
conservatively. The 
team then assembled 
a control group of  138 
sire- and year-matched 
siblings — horses from 
the same bloodlines 
and sale years that 

showed no radiographic 
abnormalities.  

Racing records were 
then tracked through 
June 2023, giving 
researchers a near-
complete picture of  
each horse’s competitive 
career.  

The team measured 
a range of  outcomes: 
sales price, total career 
earnings, average 
earnings per start, 
number of  starts, 
number of  seasons 
raced, best speed figure 
achieved and the highest 
class of  race each horse 
reached.  

When horses that had 
surgery were compared 
with the control group, 
their sale prices showed 
no statistically significant 
difference. The same 
held for total earnings. 
But horses that went to 
the sale with their chips 
untreated (the No-SX 
group) told a different 
story: They were highly 
penalized at auction 
and earned significantly 
less across their racing 
careers.  

“The number of  horses 
with carpal fragments 
in this study was small 
when you think of  the 
nature of  this sport and 
the odds of  spotting a 

big runner that could 
translate into major 
differences between 
horses that had surgery 
and those that didn’t,” 
Menarim said. “While the 
dollar difference for both 
sales and total winnings 
between surgery and 
no-surgery groups was 
not striking, it was 
palpable, and untreated 
horses were significantly 
different when compared 
to clean horses. If  you 
don’t have surgery, you 
are significantly affected. 
That doesn’t hold for the 
horses that went through 

with the procedure.”  
In other words, the 

gap between a surgically 
treated horse and a 
clean horse was not 
statistically significant. 
The gap between an 
untreated horse and a 
clean horse was.  

The economics of a 
decision  

“The purpose of  
removing a fragment 
at yearling age is to 
preserve joint health, 
prevent lameness down 
the road and increase the 
odds of  that horse having 

a successful racing 
career,” Menarim said. 
“You’re trying to avoid 
the need for therapeutic 
intervention when 
the horse is already in 
training.”  

The study shows that 
the history of  COF is 
enough to affect sales 
appeal, but surgery 
meaningfully shifts the 
odds for a racing career. 
The study identified 
that when treated and 
untreated horses were 
compared in isolation 
from the control 
population, horses 
treated conservatively 
earned significantly less 
than horses that had the 
procedure.  

The study also found 
that the average sales 
price difference between 
surgically treated and 
untreated horses was 
close to $2,000 — just over 
the cost of  the surgery 
itself.   

“That difference 
is almost the cost of  
removing the fragment,” 
Menarim said. “So go 
ahead and do the surgery, 
and you’re increasing the 
likelihood that this horse 
is going to have sales 
appeal — and a better 
chance of  a meaningful 
racing career.”  

Study analyzes buyers’ assumptions about carpal 
chips in Thoroughbred yearlings

University of  Kentucky research confirms that surgical removal of  carpal osteochondral fragments 
may help protect a yearling’s sales price and racing future.

Knee chips don’t affect a horse’s racing career as much 
as they once did thanks to improving technology.

Photo by Mark Pearson
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TRACTORS - COMBINES - CORN & GRAIN HEADS - DRILLS - PLANTERS - SPRAY EQ
HAY AND TILLING EQUIP - ROTARY MOWERS - INDUSTRIAL EQ

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS ON SALE DAY

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090 Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090 
270-881-2610 270-881-2610 

Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114 Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114 
Brent Schmidgall - AuctioneerBrent Schmidgall - Auctioneer

July 1-July 29 – Monday-Friday: 8 am to 5 pm

July 30: NOT REJuly 30: NOT RECEIVING EQUIPMENTCEIVING EQUIPMENT

CONSIGN EARLY FOR BROCHURE ADVERTISING!! 
DEADLINE IS JUNE 30, 2026. CONTACT AMY EZELL.

Only Farm Related Items Will Be Accepted.
NO WORN OUT TIRES ACCEPTED.  All Truck Titles Must Be 

Fully Executed Before Final Payment Is Made.

RECEIVING HOURSRECEIVING HOURS
NOTE! Information or to consign equipment, call Amy Ezell 270.604.2880

Or MaryElizabeth Roeder Coleman 270.350.5132

FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2026FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2026
L O C AT I O N

1010 Skyline Drive, Hopkinsville, KY
8AM8AM(CST)(CST)




