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PUT MY EXPERTISE 
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Spring has Sprung

Let Me Help You Find Your New Nest

Are you ready for a Are you ready for a 
change?change?

Local organization plans events for 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month

The public is invited 
to a “Let’s Grow 
Something Seed Swap 
& Free Family Event” 
will be held Saturday, 
April 25th 10am-12pm 
at Harrison Family 
Farm (10453 E 400S, 
Upland IN)

This is a free family 
event and all are 

welcome! Join us at 
the farm and Let’s 
Grow Something 
Together!

*This open house 
style event will be 
held outdoors and is 
weather dependent. 
Be sure to follow our 
Facebook page for up 
to date details.*

By Cathy Shouse

April is a month 
set aside to bring 
awareness to a 
difficult topic for 
any community: 
National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. 
Local officials have 
planned events for the 
public to recognize 
and to become 
educated on the 
subject, as well as to 
help.

Information last 
year by Indiana 
Capital Chronicle 
reported that 59 
children died of  
caregiver abuse 
or neglect in 2024, 
according to the 
Indiana Department 
of  Child Services. 
Forty-two, or 71 
percent of  the victims, 
were under age 3.  

Brooke Sands, 
Prevent Child Abuse 
Grant County 
President, (PCAGC) 
recently shared 
through an email 
interview what the 
organization has 
planned. 

One of  the main 
ways the public can 
support PCAGC is 

through a walk that 
is planned for this 
weekend. The event 
doesn’t emphasize 
the physical walk, but 
is more of  a way to 
gather and support 
others.

“This Sunday, 
April 19, is our 3rd 
Superhero Walk,” 
Sands said. “It is a 
free public gathering 
to bring families out 
and bring awareness 
to child abuse 
prevention month. It 
allows an opportunity 
for the children of  
Grant County to 
walk alongside the 
local superheroes 
from their very own 
neighborhoods.

“The walk is more 
just symbolic, it is not 
a run/walk,” Sands 
continued. “We walk 
around the pond and 
meet in the garden 
area at Matter Park. 
It is very handicap 
accessible and stroller 
friendly. It is FREE. 
We are not raising any 
money or asking for 
any kind of  donation. 
However, we are 
purely donation-run 
and it does allow us 
to provide trainings, 

free community 
events, and continue 
to fund our laundry 
program.”

 At the walk, there 
will be vendors that 
are local agencies 
that serve families 
and children. In a 
“trunk or treat” style, 
they will hand out 
treats along with 
information about 
prevention and/or the 
services they provide. 

Prevent Child 
Abuse Grant County’s 
mission: to work 
together as volunteers 
in the community and 
join efforts with other 
groups and agencies 
to prevent child abuse 
in all forms in our 
community. “We work 
together to provide 
education and raise 
awareness. We believe 
every child deserves 
to live a happy and 
carefree childhood,” 
she said.

One of  the programs 
that is relatively 
new is the laundry 
program.

“We launched our 
Loads of  Life program 
three years ago,” 
Sands said. “This is 
a program that has 

helped families with 
children wash loads of  
clothes.  Through this 
program families can 
also be connected with 
additional resources 
within Grant County.”  

For those interested 
in a more traditional, 
sit-down event, there’s 
a speaker scheduled to 
come to Grant County. 

“We will end the 
month of  April with 
our annual Luncheon 
and Training on April 
29 at Ivy Tech,” Sands 
said. “We are pleased 
to have Albert Grieve, 
survivor, author, 
and national speaker 
encouraging us to 
“Begin The New Cycle 
stopping generational 
abuse, neglect, and 
domestic violence.” 
It’s a breakfast 
starter, a morning 
of  information and a 
luncheon at Ivy Tech 
Community College, 
261 Commerce Drive 
in Marion. 

Simply following on 
social media is one 
way to lend support. 
“You can find us on 
Facebook PCA Grant 
County,” Sands said. 

Children play at an activity hosted by Prevent Child Abuse Grant County

By Cathy Shouse

Monday, April 13 was 
the second Monday in 
April, which meant 
the day for the Feeding 
Fairmount Ministry 
luncheon. The program 
to serve lunch to 
community members 
has been going strong 
since it launched a few 
years ago.

Monday’s lunch 
offered sliders of  
two kinds as the 
mainstay: ham and 
cheese and turkey and 
cheese options. Potato 
salad, a pickle spear, 
and beverages and 
homemade desserts were 
also on the menu.

“They do a wonderful 
job,” one guest who 
attended reported. 
“The buns had those 
little black seeds. The 
cheese was so good. The 
tables are always set and 
decorated. This time it 
was flowers.”

Ruben Gonzales, 
a member of the 
Fairmount United 
Methodist Church, has 
extensive experience in 
running restaurants, 
including Cracker 
Barrel, as one example. 
He and his wife Sue have 
prioritized the ministry. 
He has coordinated 
volunteers and 
supervised and planned 
the cooking of every 
Feeding Fairmount 
Ministry (FFM) meal. 
The volunteer list to help 
has been extensive and 
when some have passed 
away or become unable 
to continue, others have 
stepped up to the plate—
literally.

Gonzales recently 
gave an overview of the 
program.

“We started feeding 
Fairmount ministry in 
January 2023 so we are 
beginning our fourth 
year this year,” he said. 
“The planning took 
about three months 
starting in September 
2022 to get everything in 
order and ready to serve. 
We initially received 
a small grant from 
the United Methodist 
conference of  Indiana 
to help get us started. 
We also received 
several donations 
from members of  the 
church and from some 

of the other church 
committees, who 
donated money as well. 
We formed a committee 
in the church and 
reviewed everything 
that we needed to do, 
purchase, and organize 
to be successful at 
feeding Fairmount and 
the local communities 
surrounding us.”

Some decisions were 
made that have stood 
them well over time. 
Sitting with neighbors 
and visiting face-to-face 
is the main objective. 
The emphasis was placed 
on church members 
literally serving the meal 
and using silverware 
and plates, not plastic 
ware and paper plates. 
Volunteers personally 
bring the food to those 
who are seated around 
tables. There isn’t an 
option to get “take-out” 
and leave.

There may be 
fluctuations in the 
attendance numbers, 
based on those who 
are away for the 
winter or have other 
commitments. But 
there is a core group of  
regulars as well.

“We average 
between 65 and 80 
guests that come in 
to enjoy our meal so 
we base the number 
of meals prepared on 
that,” Gonzales said. 
“Generally, we start 
preparing the meal 
around 9 AM and finish 
with all of our cleanup 
between 2:30 and 3 PM. 

 “There is no charge 
for the meal,” he said. 
“However, we do accept 
free will offerings if  
desired. Our menu has 
been varied over the 
last three years, and 
we try to serve meals 
that are favorites of  
the area. Our FFM 
committee consists of  
members of  our church 
and the Fowlerton 
Methodist Church. Our 
congregation along 
with Fowlerton are the 
reason we have been so 
successful in executing 
this monthly meal, 
which is served on the 
second Monday of the 
month. Next month‘s 
meal will be lasagna, 
salad, bread, beverages, 
and homemade 
desserts.”

Members of the Feeding Fairmount Ministry work 
together as a team to provide a meal once a month to 
the community. 

Feeding Fairmount 
ministry continues to serve

Let’s Grow Something seed 
swap and free family event



By Dr. Billy Holland

As Christians, 
we have been given 
spiritual insight about 
the power of  words 
and how critical it 
is to be careful and 
watch what we say. 
In the third chapter 
of  James, we read 
about the potential 
dangers of  the tongue. 
It discusses how we can 
use bits in the mouths 
of  horses to control 
them and how a rudder 
on a ship is used to 
manage direction, but 
controlling the tongue 
is different because 
it is associated with 
self-discipline from 
within. “For every kind 
of  beast, and of  birds, 
and serpents, and of  
creatures in the sea is 
tamed and has been 
tamed of  mankind; 
but the tongue can 
no man tame; it is an 
unruly evil, full of  
deadly poison” James 
3:7-8. This chapter 
continues with the 
observation that the 
tongue, although a 
relatively small part of  
our bodies, can cause 
significant damage. 
So, if  humans cannot 
control their tongues, 
who can? It’s all about 
surrendering our will 

to God. In all situations, 
our words are to be 
filtered through a 
personal awareness of  
sin and a passionate 
desire to walk in God’s 
character.

There is an old 
saying, “What is 
down in the well, 
will come up in the 
bucket”, which means 
that what we say 
reveals the thoughts 
and intentions of  
our hearts. We are 
reminded that someone 
is always listening. 
A conscientious 
servant of  Christ 
not only strives to 
eliminate negative 
conversations but 
prays and meditates 
on what God is telling 
them to say. Have you 
ever heard, “It’s better 
to remain silent and 
be thought a fool than 
to speak and remove 
all doubt?” This is 
probably a paraphrase 
from Proverbs 17:28: 
“Even a fool when 
he holds his peace is 
counted as wise, and 
he that closes his lips 
is esteemed a man of  
understanding.” More 
conversation is not 
always better; in fact, 
sometimes we are to 
say nothing. The key is 
asking Him for wisdom, 

as the privilege of  
being used as His 
messenger comes with 
a solemn responsibility. 
I pray that I can 
continue to grow and 
develop my sensitivity 
to God’s voice and that 
I will have the faith and 
courage to relay His 
message. It’s essential 
that God’s people 
become aware that we 
are judged (good and 
bad) for the verbal 
seeds we are planting.

I recall a true story 
about a young high 
school student who 
had attended a church 
camp one summer and 
accepted Christ as his 
Savior. When school 
started back in the fall, 
he really wanted to be 
a faithful Christian 
and was excited to 
tell others about his 
spiritual experience. 
He was a member of  
the football team, and 
just before a game, 
he sensed that God 
wanted him to share 
his testimony with the 
entire team. Of  course, 
he was nervous and, 
being overwhelmed 
with intimidation, he 
buckled under the 
pressure and decided 
to stay silent. They 
went out and won the 
game, and as they 

returned to the locker 
room whooping and 
hollering, he was 
again feeling a strong 
urgency to testify about 
how Jesus had forgiven 
and saved him from his 
sins. He motioned to 
the coach and privately 
asked if  he could say 
something. Through 
the noise and chaos, the 
coach leaned into his 
ear and replied, “You 
have two minutes!”

With a booming 
voice, the coach told 
everyone to listen up 
for a minute as the 
boy stood on one of  
the benches and began 
to tell his story. It all 
seemed like a blur as 
he enthusiastically 
explained about 

hearing the gospel, 
becoming convicted, 
repenting, and 
surrendering his life 
to Jesus. He actually 
quoted John 3:16: 
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave 
his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever 
believes in him should 
not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” When 
he finished speaking, 
the team went back 
to their celebrating, 
and he heard no more 
about it. 20 years later, 
he received a phone 
call from one of  the 
players who was on 
that team. The man 
said he was listening 
that night and had 
always remembered 

those heartfelt words. 
He went on to talk 
about how that sincere 
testimony had played 
a huge part in his 
becoming a follower of  
Christ. He just wanted 
to call and say how 
much he respected and 
appreciated a brave 
young man who stood 
up in a smelly locker 
room on a hot Friday 
night, and shared that 
Jesus loves us so much, 
He suffered and died on 
a cross to save us.

Dr. Holland is an 
ordained and licensed 
minister, chaplain, 
teacher, and author. 
Read more about 
the Christian life at 
billyholland ministries.
com
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When our strength is not enough

A time to speak and a time to be silent

GIVING THEM A HAND

By Brandon Bramlett

A significant yet simple ritual exists among 
NBA teammates that encourages them to 
keep on going even when they mess up: high-
fives. A few years ago, The New York Times 
explained this practice in an article with the 
headline, “He Missed a Shot? Give That Man 
a Hand.” They describe that amid miraculous 
dunks and strategic passes, players come 
together to exchange high-fives, pats on the 
back, and other encouraging gestures—even 
when players make mistakes. Welcoming 
hands always meet players who miss free 
throws.

“If  you miss, you want your teammates to 
say, ‘Hey, I’m here for you,’” said Jon Leuer, 

who last played for the Detroit Pistons. No one 
really knows the origin of  the practice, but 
most acknowledge that basketball wouldn’t be 
the same without it. Assistant coach for the 
Memphis Tigers, Mike Miller, said, “I don’t 
even know why we do it, but we have to do it.”

The church could learn a lot from the 
example of  these players. If  you are a believer 
in Christ, you are part of  the church—a 
teammate along with all those who also 
believe in Christ. And you are called and 
commanded to offer a helping hand to your 
fellow brothers and sisters when they miss the 
mark. This is your obligation as a Christian: 
“We who are strong have an obligation to bear 
with the failings of  the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. Let each of  us please his neighbor 
for his good, to build him up” (Rom. 15:1-2). 
Sympathy and love should be shown without 

reservation to believers who have made 
mistakes (who of  us hasn’t made mistakes?).

Solomon of  old aptly expressed this when 
he wrote, “Two are better than one, because 
they have a good reward for their toil. For if  
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe 
to him who is alone when he falls and has not 
another to lift him up!” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). 
You need someone to lift you up when you 
fall, and you need to lift others when they fall. 
Therefore, it is essential that you be part of  
a local church that has put on love above all 
else (Colossians 3:14). It is imperative to be in 
a body of  believers who bear one another’s 
burdens and speak in a way that builds up 
(Galatians 6:2; Ephesians 4:29).

Are you part of  a church that will pat you on 
the back and say, “Hey, I’m here for you”?

Giving them a hand

By Teresa LeNeave
leneave2@comcast.net

There’s a quote by 
Corrie Ten Boom that 
challenges me and I 
hope it does you, too.  
She wrote: “One of  
the hardest lessons 
in faith is learning 
that your weakness 
is not the end of  the 
story. When your 
strength runs out, 
your wisdom fails, 
and your control 
disappears …  that 
is not where hope 
dies. … That is where 
dependence begins. 
The Christian life 
was never meant 
to be lived in your 
own strength. Your 
inability is often the 
doorway to Christ’s 
power.”

Her idea of  faith 
is certainly not the 
mindset of  many of  
us who find pride 
in independence, in 
personal strength and 
in striving for self-

sufficiency. Weakness 
is something we’re 
taught to overcome, 
or worse, something 
to hide. Corrie Ten 
Boom’s idea of  faith 
corresponds more 
closely to the Bible 
than perhaps ours 
does. She believed 
weakness is not a 
dead end, but an 
invitation to know 
God in a deeper 
relationship.

As you know, 
Corrie Ten Boom, 
endured the 
unimaginable 
suffering of  the 
Holocaust and claims 
something greater 
than human strength 
helped her come 
out a survivor. One 
thing I like about her 
is that she owned 
her weakness, but 
she let her faith in 
the Almighty God 
redefine it. 

If  you’ve been a 
Christian for long, 
you’ll agree, faith is 

not about having it all 
together. None of  us 
have it “all together”. 
There is a little 
weakness in all of  us. 
Not even one Bible 
character had it “all 
together” and I think 
that’s one reason 
I love the Bible so 
much. Faithful men 
and women of  the 
Bible were just like 
us. They had times 
of  weakness. Times 
of  sickness. Times 
of  pain. But they 
endured because 
they were seeking 
a greater place. We 
need God, too. 

There are moments 
in every life when 
our own strength is 
weak; when we want 
to give up; when 
we want to run the 
other direction to 
ease the pain, but 
I believe if  we let 
it, those moments 
can be our turning 
point. There’s a 
place where we 

surrender our own 
personal strength and 
accept the strength 
that comes from 
“peace that passes 
all understanding”. 
(Philippians 4:7). It’s 
in these moments 
when the devil will 
try to tell us we’ve 
failed, but don’t listen 
to him.

Dependence on God 
is not defeat. 

What struck me 

about Ten Boom’s 
statement that the 
“Christian life was 
never meant to be 
carried by human 
strength alone”, is 
that she knew the 
discomfort of  a 
bad situation. She 
was speaking from 
experience. In all 
her darkest hours, 
she hung onto faith 
in God. It worked for 
her and it will work 

for us.
This doesn’t 

mean weakness is 
desirable, because 
it’s not. What it does 
mean is that “what 
the devil meant for 
evil, God can turn 
around and make 
it good. (Genesis 
50:20). Pain and 
uncertainty are real, 
but so is God’s power 
to heal, cleanse and 
restore. Like Corrie 
Ten Boom says, “our 
lowest points are 
not where the story 
ends”.  

In a world that 
tells us to rely on 
ourselves, the Bible 
reminds us that 
faith is less about 
holding everything 
together and more 
about trusting when 
things fall apart. 
Our weakness may 
be the very doorway 
through which 
our faith becomes 
stronger and more 
efficient. 



COLORING FUN

How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 

sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by 

using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle! Good Luck! ANSWERS ON THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

Sudoku Puzzle

Word SearchCrossword Puzzle

Word Scramble

Guess Who?

ANSWERS ON THE 
CLASSIFIED PAGE

Crypto Fun

April Jokes
How do you get a tissue to 
dance?
Put a little boggie in it.

Why did the robber take a 
shower?
He wanted a clean get away.
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Jill E Shamory 
Jill E. Shamory - November 15, 1956 ~ April 11, 
2026 - passed away peacefully, leaving behind a 
legacy of  love, kindness, and strength that will 
be cherished by all who knew her.  The family 
received visitors from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm on 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Needham-Storey-
Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, Storey 
Chapel, 400 E. Main St, Gas City, IN. Immediately 
following the time of  visitation, a service to 
celebrate Jill’s life was held at 1:00 pm. Burial will 
take place at Riverside Cemetery. 
     Ruth Ann McIntyre     

Ruth Ann McIntyre, 92, of  Marion, passed 
peacefully away at 8:38 pm on Friday, April 10, 2026, 
at Cedar Creek of  Marion. The family will receive 
visitors from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm on Thursday, 
April 16, 2026, at Needham‑Storey‑Wampner 
Funeral & Cremation Service, North Chapel, 
1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, IN. Immediately 
following visitation, a service to celebrate 
Ruth’s life will begin at 1:00 pm, officiated by her 
grandson, Samuel McIntyre. Burial will take place 
at Gardens of  Memory in Marion.

Lorina S. Watkins
Lorina S. Watkins, 69, of  Marion, Indiana, 
passed away peacefully at 8:46 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 9, 2026, in Marion, in the loving arms 
of  her husband. In accordance with Lorina’s 
wishes, there will be no public visitation or 
funeral services. Arrangements are entrusted to 
Needham‑Storey‑Wampner Funeral & Cremation 
Service, North Chapel, 400 E. Main Street, Gas City, 
Indiana.

Joseph McDaniel 

Joseph L. McDaniel, 53, of  Hartford City, passed 
away on Sunday, April 5, 2026, in Hartford City. 
The family will host a Celebration of  Life service 
in Grant County at a later date. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to Needham‑Storey‑Wampner 
Funeral & Cremation Service, Storey Chapel, 400 E 
Main St. Gas City, IN 46933.

James W. Hayes
James W. “Jim” Hayes, age 85, of  Fairmount, 
Indiana, died Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 
Wesleyan Health and Rehabilitation Center in 
Marion, Indiana. Life Celebration Services have 
been entrusted to Fairmount Chapel Armes-Hunt 
Life Celebration Funeral Home and Cremation 
Service, 415 S. Main Street, Fairmount, Indiana. 
A Life Celebration will be held Saturday, April 25, 
2026, at 3:00 PM, with Pastor Chris Williams and 
Pastor James Sonnifield officiating. The family 
will receive friends from 1:00-3:00 PM prior to the 
service.

Rodney M. Lynch Jr.
With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of  
Rodney M. Lynch, Jr., who departed this life on 
April 7, 2026, at the age of  58.  Funeral services 
will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 1:00 
p.m. at the Fairmount Chapel of  Armes-Hunt 
Life Celebration Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services. Friends and family may visit prior to the 
service from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Theodore A Hamilton
 Theodore “Ted” A. Hamilton departed his loving 
family peacefully on April 6, 2026. Arrangement for 
Ted were entrusted to the Mississinewa Chapel of  
Armes-Hunt Life Celebration Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, 200 North 7th Street, Gas City, 
Indiana 46933. To honor Ted’s wishes a Celebration 
of  Life will be held, in lieu of  a traditional funeral, 
at the Gas City Moose Lodge, 817 E. Main Street, 
Gas City, Indiana 46933, on Sunday, April 19, 2026, 
from 1pm-4pm.

Eldiva Varner
Eldiva Varner, 96, passed away peacefully on April 
10, 2026. The visitation will be held on Friday, April 
17, 2026, from 10:30am to 12:30pm at Owen-Weilert-
Duncan Funeral Home, Marion Chapel, 2722 
South Washington Street, Marion, Indiana. The 
funeral will follow at 12:30pm in the funeral home. 
Burial will follow services in Estates of  Serenity 
Cemetery.

Mary Frances McBride
Mary Frances McBride, 94, passed away peacefully 
on April 9, 2026, in Marion, Indiana. The visitation 
will be held on April 15, 2026, from 11am to 1pm 
at Owen-Weilert-Duncan Funeral Home, Marion 
Chapel, 2722 South Washington Street, Marion, 
Indiana. The funeral will will follow at 1pm in 
the funeral home with Pastor James Sonnefield 
officiating.

Ronald Gene Cochran
Ronald “Ron” Gene Cochran, 86, passed away on 
April 6, 2026 at his residence. Funeral service were 
held at 2 pm on Monday, April 13, 2026 at Keplinger 
Funeral Home, 509 N. High St., Hartford City with 
Pastor Laura High officiating. Burial will follow at 
Hartford City Cemetery with Military Honors by 
the Dunkirk American Legion.
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Liberty Baptist 
Church

517 Church St, 
Sweetser, IN 46987

https://www.
libertyfamily.org

(765) 384-7004
Sunday School - @ 

9:00 AM
Worship - @ 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening - @ 

6:00 PM
THURSDAYS
Classes @ 5:30 & 6:30 

PM

Sweetser United 
Methodist Church

413 N. Main Street, 
Sweetser, IN  46987

www.sweetserumc.
org

(765) 384-7354

Swayzee United 
Methodist Church 

306 S Washington St, 
Swayzee, IN, United 
States, 46986

www.umc.org
(765) 922-7223

Converse Church of 
Christ

301 E. Wabash Street
Converse, IN 46919
765-395-3361
First Hour service 

(traditional) @ 9am
Second Hour service 

(contemporary) @ 
10:15am

Sweetser Wesleyan 
Church

(765) 384-7232
​200 West Delphi Pike
​Sweetser, IN  46987
www. https://www.

sweetserwesleyan.org
Sunday Morning 10 

am

Back Creek Friends 
– 10:30 a.m., Sunday 
School – 9:30 a.m.

Back Creek 
Wesleyan – 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday School – 9:30 
a.m.

Fairmount Baptist 
Church – 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday School – 9:30 
a.m.

Fairmount Church 
of God – 10:30 a.m., 
Sunday School – 9:30 
a.m.

Fairmount Friends – 
10:30 a.m.

Fairmount 
Wesleyan – 9:30 a.m.

Fairmount United 
Methodist – 9:30 a.m.

Fowlerton United 
Methodist – 10:45 a.m.

Grant Church  
(Global Methodist)

11018 S 300 E 
Fairmount

9:00 a.m.

Jones Chapel – 10:30 
a.m., Sunday School – 9 
a.m.

MorningStar 
Ministries, 11:00 a.m. 
(Jonesboro)

Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church – 9 
a.m. (Hartford City)

One of Ten 
Ministries and 
Church – 10:30 a.m.

Pilgrim Holiness – 6 
p.m.

Real Community 
Covenant Church – 10 
a.m. – 1240 S. Adams in 
Marion

Westview Wesleyan, 
11 a.m. (Jonesboro)

Women of  Hope Bible 
Study – Tuesday – 10 
a.m.

(Located at One 
of  Ten on SR 26 in 
Fairmount.  Open to 
all women in Grant 
County)

Fairmount UMC 
– Monday – 7 p.m. – 
Campus Life

Fairmount UMC – 
Wednesday – 10 a.m., 
Men and Women’s Bible 
Study 

REGIONAL 
CHURCHES DIRECTORY

Submitted by Catherine Lamb

Community Breakfast – Masonic Lodge 
#635, Saturday, (biweekly), freewill donation

Hope Center – Every Friday, 1 p.m. – 4:30 
p.m.

Fairmount Town Council – Biweekly at 6 
p.m.

Feeding Fairmount Ministry – 2nd Monday 
of month – Fairmount UMC, freewill 
donation, 12 noon

Blackford County Extension - May 7: 
Achievement Day which includes recognition 
of perfect attendance, membership 
milestones, new members & Memorial for 
deceased members.

Upcoming Events
Anthem Edition and Avenue in 

concert at Epworth Church

Epworth Church at 105 W 8th St. in Matthews, 
Indiana will have their annual Chicken Noodle 
Fundraiser Dinner on Sunday, May 3, 2026.  
Epworth is known for their noodles served at 
Cumberland Covered Bridge Festival and this is 
an opportunity to enjoy a delicious homemade 
chicken and noodle dinner prepared in the same 
tradition. 

Serving will be from 11:45 am – 1:30 pm, and 
the community is invited to dine-in or carry 
out. We welcome other church congregations 
to join us following their services. Dinners 
include chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls, beverages, and dessert. Free 
will donations for the meal will be gratefully 
accepted for the  Epworth Concert Outreach 
Ministry Fund. This outreach provides an 
opportunity to experience Christ through the 
power of  music by accomplished, nationally 
known gospel artists.

Epworth Church, 
105 W 8th St, 
Matthews, Indiana is 
pleased to announce 
Anthem Edition 
(formerly “The Old 
Paths”) with special 
guest Avenue in 
concert on Friday, 
May 15, 2026!  Doors 
open at 6 PM, 
Concert starts at 7 
PM.  Tickets are $15. 
Also, a love offering 
will be received. 
Limited seating, To 
guarantee your seats, 
please purchase  
tickets in advance at 
epworthworship.com/
anthem or call/text 
765-667-0842.

Anthem Edition 
burst onto the scene 
in 2003, then known 
as The Old Paths, 
setting forth with 
a clear vision and 
mission: to glorify 
the Lord and seek His 
ways in everything. In 
2012, they signed with 
Crossroad Music’s 
Sonlite Records 
label, a collaboration 
which brought forth 
the breakout album, 
‘Right Now.’ This 
debut record quickly 
yielded two #1 hits, 
‘Battlestand’ and 
‘God’s Great,’ and 
earned the group a 
Singing News Fan 
Award for Favorite 
New Quartet. Anthem 
Edition consists 
of  Tim Rackley 
(lead), Doug Roark 
(baritone), Andrew 

Utech (bass), Cameron 
Edens (tenor), and 
Kevin Davis (pianist).

Avenue is a dynamic 
trio of  seasoned 
vocalists—Kasey 
Kemp, Haley Kemp, 
and Jonathan C. 
Smith—who have 
swiftly earned 
recognition in the 
Christian music 
community for 
their exceptional 
harmonies and 
powerful messages 
of  encouragement 
and hope. The name 
“Avenue” reflects 
the group’s mission: 
to use their music 
as the pathway for 
proclaiming the 
greatest message—
the Gospel of  Jesus 
Christ. Their debut 
project, Songs 
For Every Mile, 
released in June 
2018, showcases 
their robust sound, 
strong vocals, and 
poignant messages. 
The album’s first 
radio release, “One 
Of  These Mornings,” 
climbed to #23 on 
the national Singing 
News chart. Avenue 
has since continued 
their success with 
chart-toppers such as 
“Can’t Keep a Good 
Man Down,” “Here 
We Are,” “Walking on 
With Jesus,” “They 
Could Not,” “I Will 
Follow Christ,” and 
“New Name Written 
Down in Glory.”

Epworth Church to 
hold annual Chicken 
Noodle Fundraiser

Anthem Edition

Avenue
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Sweetser CafeSweetser Cafe
114 N Main St • Sweetser, IN 46987 

765-384-4404

Natural 
disasters and 
emergency 
situations can 
strike at any 
time. Make 
sure you are 
prepared and 
know what to do 
in a crisis.

Plan Ahead.
Be Prepared. 

Bill Rock Jr. 
Gas City Mayor

765-677-3080
MAYOR@GASCITYGOV.

COM
www.gascitygov.com

SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE!

As extreme weather events affect 
more and more communities with 
greater frequency, preparedness 
can make a lifesaving difference. 

Always be prepared.

MARION SPORTS 
RECAPS

Wednesday-April 8

Softball
Lady Giants 5
New Haven 1 

Baseball 
Maconaquah 10
Giants 6

Tennis
Mississinewa 4 
Lady Giants 1
#1S Shaeli Castaneda won 6-0, 7-5
#2S Katy Rayment lost 0-6, 0-6
#3S Areanna Miller lost 0-6, 0,6
#1D Nyla Hubartt/Aubry Roedl lost 0-6, 7-6, 

3-6
#2D Lilly Carter/Lillian Walker lost 6-4, 2-6, 

2-6

Track & Field
Girls
Lady Giants 68
Huntington North 60

Boys
Huntington North 80 
Marion boys 51
Marion 1st place finishes:
Girls:
4 X 800M Relay - Elizabeth Morgan, Kenzie 

Larson, Livia Beck, Jayme Hardwick 11:37.01
4 X 400M Relay - Jayme Hardwick, Nyomi 

Hahn, Elizabeth Morgan, Naomi Cox - 4:29.32
200 Meters - Naomi Cox - 27.51
400 Meters - Naomi Cox - 1:03.94
3200 Meters - Alexa Ortiz - 15:18.20
Discus - Alyviah Reed - 80-5
Shot Put - Alyviah Reed - 32-6
Pole Vault - Alicia Jimenez - 7-0
High Jump - Nyomi Hahn - 4-8
Boys:
400 Meters - Elijah McGruder - 53:18
800 Meters - Caiden Daniel - 2:07.05
1600 Meters - Caiden Daniel - 4:49.65
Discus - Trevor Morgan - 147-9
High Jump - Keeghan Cook - 6-3

Saturday-April 11

Baseball 
Alexandria 24 
Giants 0 (5 innings)
Marion is 1-2 & will travel to Richmond on Sat, 

April 11.

Softball 
Madison-Grant 11 
Lady Giants 10
(6 Innings - called because of  darkness)

Saturday-April 11

Girls Tennis
Kokomo 3 
Lady Giants 2
Marion is 0-2, 0-1 in the NCC 
#1S Shaeli Castaneda won 6-0, 6-0
#2S Katy Rayment lost 0-6, 0-6
#3S Lilly Carter lost 7-6 (9-7),6-7 (2-7), 3-6
#1D Nyla Hubartt/Aubry Roedl won 6-1, 6-2
#2D Lillian Walker/Maria Manueles lost 0-6, 

0-6
Lafayette Jeff  3 
Lady Giants 2
Marion is 0-3, 0-2 in the NCC 
The Lady Giants will travel to Shenandoah on 

Tues, 
April 14.
#1S Shaeli Castaneda lost 6-2, 4-6, 3-6
#2S Katy Rayment won 6-2, 2-6, 6-4
#3S Lilly Carter lost 1-6, 1-6
#1D Nyla Hubartt/Aubry Roedl won 7-6 (7-5), 

7-6 (7-3)
#2D Lillian Walker/Kaylianna Rogers lost 0-6, 

0-6

Baseball 
Richmond 11 
Giants 1 (5 innings)
(Game 1) Marion is 1-3, 0-1 in the NCC

Richmond 16 
Giants 0 (5 innings)
(Game 2) Marion is 1-4, 0-2 in the NCC 

Monday - April 13

Boys Golf
Taylor 274 Giants 304
Marion is 0-1 & will host Alexandria on Wed, 

April 15. 
K. Shelton 50
R. Dailey 58
C. Martindale 65
B. Stickann 65
A. Elarnaouty 66

Baseball 
Norwell defeated Marion in 4 innings.
The Giants are 1-5 & will host Eastern on 

Tuesday, April 14

Weather and disaster 
prep essentials

Preparation 
can pave the way 
to professional 
success, and that 
utility extends 
beyond one’s career. 
Preparation also is 
a vital component 
of  personal safety, 
particularly in 
relation to natural 
disasters. Knowledge 
of  storms and 
weather-related events 
such as hurricanes, 
tornadoes and floods 
can be lifesaving, and 
various government 
agencies encourage 
adults and children 
alike to learn what 
they can do to stay 
safe should a storm 
strike. But it’s equally 
vital to personal 
safety to assemble a 
disaster supplies kit. 
Ready.gov, the official 
website of  the United 
States Department of  
Homeland Security, 
recommends 
individuals gather 
and maintain the 
following items as part 
of  a basic emergency 
supply kit.

• Water (one gallon 
per person per day for 
several days). Keep in 
mind that the water is 
not only for drinking, 
but also for sanitation.

• Food: Each person 
in your household 
should have a several-
day supply of  non-
perishable food. 

• Battery-powered or 
hand crank radio and 
a National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Weather Radio with 
tone alert. Various 
retailers carry NOAA 
radios, which typically 
cost $50 or less.

• Flashlight: 
A flashlight for 
each person in the 
household is ideal.

• First aid kit
• Extra batteries: 

Enough extra 
batteries to keep 
flashlights and radios 
operational during 
a potentially days-
long power outage is 
recommended.

• Whistle: A power 
whistle that’s loud 
and carries for a 
significant distance 
can be used to signal 
for help, if  necessary.

• Dust mask: Air can 
become contaminated 
during a natural 
disaster, so a dust 
mask for each person 
in the household can 
ensure everyone can 
safely breathe.

• Plastic sheeting, 

scissors and duct tape: 
These materials can 
be employed to stay 
safe and warm or 
cool when ordered to 
shelter in place.

• Moist towelettes, 
garbage bags and 
plastic ties: Personal 
sanitation items 
such as these can 
help people stay 
healthy and keep an 
area sanitary when 
services such as 
garbage pickup and 
water utilities are not 
operating normally.

• Wrench or pliers: 
Tools such as a 
wrench and pliers 
can be used to turn 
off  utilities when it’s 
necessary to do so, 
such as during a flood.

• Manual can 
opener: A manual 
can opener can open 
canned goods during 
power outages.

• Local maps: 
Local maps of  areas 
around your home, 

place of  business and 
children’s schools can 
help you get around if  
roads are closed. Even 
people who feel they 
know the areas where 
they live, work and 
attend school like the 
back of  their hand are 
urged to keep maps of  
such regions readily 
available.

• Cell phone with 
chargers and a 
backup battery: 
Backup chargers and 
batteries can make it 
possible to maintain 
access to potentially 
lifesaving information 
and facilitate staying 
connected with loved 
ones and neighbors.

A well-stocked 
disaster preparation 
kit can keep people 
and their loved ones 
safe should a weather-
related storm or other 
dangerous event 
strike and present 
potentially dangerous 
living situations.

Shift climate is impacting 
extreme weather conditions

According to 
the National 
Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA), the shifting 
climate across the 
planet is impacting 
extreme weather 
throughout the globe. 
NASA notes that heat 
waves affecting the 
land and the sea, severe 
floods, droughts lasting 
years in some cases, 
extreme wildfires, 
and hurricane-related 
flooding are becoming 
more frequent and 
intense due to climate 
change. Warming air 
and ocean temperatures 

resulting from the 
increased burning of  
fossil fuels is affecting 
the water cycle, shifting 
weather patterns and 
melting land ice, all 
of which is making 
extreme weather even 
more severe. And 
NASA warns that 
severity only figures to 
increase even further 
as the planet continues 
to warm, meaning 
the storms of today, 
already devastating to 
the communities they 
affect, figure to be even 
more so as air and 
ocean temperatures 
continue to rise.



The human 
body undergoes an 
assortment of  changes 
over the course of  a 
lifetime. Some of  those 
changes are visible 
to the naked eye, but 
many more are not. 
The body’s changing 
needs in regard 
to nutrition is one 
alteration that people 
cannot see.

A nutritious diet can 
be a building block 
of  a long and healthy 
life. Nutritional needs 
change as the body 
ages, and recognition 
of  those changes 
can help people rest 
easy that their diets 
are working in their 
favor and not to their 
detriment.

Calorie needs
The body requires 

fewer calories as 
individuals reach 
adulthood. That’s 
because muscle mass 
begins to decrease 
in adulthood while 
fat increases. The 
National Institutes 
of  Health notes that 
muscles use more 
calories than fat 
throughout the day, 
so it makes sense that 
a body experiencing 

a decline in muscle 
mass will require less 
calories than one in 
which muscle mass 
is on the rise. No two 
individuals are the 
same, and some adults 
exercise more than 
others. So it’s best for 
adults to consult their 
physician to discuss 
their own calorie needs 
and then adjust their 
diets based on such 
discussions.

What to eat
The American Heart 

Association notes 
aging adults’ calories 
should come from 
nutrient-dense foods 
like vegetables, fruits, 
whole grains, lean 
meat, and low-fat dairy. 
This recommendation 
aligns with adults’ 
declining calorie needs, 
as nutrient-dense foods 
contain ample amounts 
of  protein, vitamins 
and/or minerals but 
do not contain a lot of  
calories. 

Water needs
It’s vital for aging 

adults to make a 
concerted effort to 
drink water each day. 
The Office of  Disease 
Prevention and Health 

Promotion notes 
that the sensation of  
thirst declines with 
age. Aging adults who 
are unaware of  that 
unique biological 
reality may be risking 
dehydration because 
they are not compelled 
to drink water 
throughout the day. 
The Cleveland Clinic 
notes that dehydration 
can contribute to 
dizziness, weakness 
and lightheadedness, 
among other 
symptoms. Those 
symptoms can be 
particularly menacing 
for older adults, who 
are at increased risk 
for potentially harmful 
falls even if  they 
are not dehydrated. 
The body still needs 
water as it ages, and 
seniors taking certain 
medications may need 
more than usual due 
to medication-related 
fluid loss. 

These are just some 
of  the ways nutritional 
needs change with age. 
Adults are urged to 
pay greater attention 
to diet as they age and 
make choices that can 
counter age-related 
changes in their 
bodies.
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FREE LUNCH WITH TOURS

AFFORDABLE

4211 S. Adams St   l   Marion In.  l  765-269-0564

Your Heart Still Has More Tomorrows
When your heart feels off, do not wait.
At Marion Health, our Cardiolovascular team finds answers fast. Need a procedure? 
We’re ready. Rebuilding strength? We guide you step by step. Living with heart or 
breathing problems? We help you stay strong and confident.

Call 765-660-6050 to
schedule your heart check today.

Senior Care IHSAA sectional assignments
The IHSAA has 

released the Sectional 
assignments for the 
2026-27 & 2027-28 
school years. The 
host sites will be 
announced at a later 
date.

Football:
Marion, Delta, Ft 

Wayne Bishop Luers, 
Jay County, Kokomo, 
Logansport, Muncie 
Central, Yorktown

Boys Soccer:
Marion, Columbia 

City, Ft Wayne South 
Side, Ft Wayne 
Wayne, Homestead, 

Huntington North, 
Warsaw

Girls Soccer:
Marion, Columbia 

City, Ft Wayne South 
Side, Ft Wayne 
Wayne, Homestead, 
Huntington North, 
Warsaw

Girls Volleyball:
Marion, Logansport, 

Mississinewa, 
Northwestern, Twin 
Lakes, West Lafayette, 
Western

Boys Basketball:
Marion, Logansport, 

Mississinewa, 

Northwestern, Twin 
Lakes, West Lafayette, 
Western

Girls Basketball:
Marion, Logansport, 

Mississinewa, 
Northwestern, Twin 
Lakes, West Lafayette, 
Western

IHSAA LINK 
BELOW:

https://www.
ihsaa.org/sites/
default/files/
documents/033126%20
Sectional%20
Assignments.pdf

By Seth Mikel
Crossroads League 
Sports Information 
Director

JACKSON, Mich. 
– The Crossroads 
League Athletes 
of  the Week were 
announced on 
Monday, recognizing 
the league’s 
top individual 
performances from 
April 6 through 12. 
Sports Information 
Directors from the 
league institutions 
nominate student-
athletes for the 
awards and vote on 
each week’s winners.

Baseball Player of 
the Week

Tanner Reinartz, 
Huntington

Reinartz had 
another big week 
in the heart of  the 
No. 25 Huntington 
lineup, posting a .455 
batting average with 
three home runs, 
four doubles and one 
triple among his 10 
hits. The freshman 
drove in 11 runs and 
scored eight of  his 
own to help HU to a 
6-0 week.

Baseball Pitcher 
of the Week

Colin Snyder, 
Spring Arbor

Snyder went 2-0 
with a 0.82 earned-
run average for 
Spring Arbor in a 
pair of  victories for 
the Cougars. The 
senior allowed just 
one run over his 11 
innings and scatted 
six hits and four 
walks for a 0.91 WHIP 
over his two outings.

Softball Player of 
the Week

Abby Robakowski, 
Saint Francis

Robakowski drove 
eight balls over the 
fences in eight USF 
victories, finishing 
the 8-0 week with a 
.560 average, eight 
dingers, two doubles, 
16 runs batted in 
and 12 runs scored. 

The junior had two 
multi-homer games 
and homered in six 
outings.

Softball Pitcher of 
the Week

Olivia Fuentes, 
Saint Francis

Fuentes had a 
strong week in the 
circle for USF, going 
3-0 with a 2.33 earned-
run average and a 
0.73 WHIP in her 
three games. The 
freshman hurled 
15 innings and 
highlighted her week 
with a win over No. 11 
Marian.

Women’s Tennis 
Player of the Week

Uliana Dotsenko, 
Goshen

Dotsenko was 2-0 
at No. 1 singles and 
No. 2 doubles for 
RV Goshen. The 
sophomore helped the 
Maple Leafs to teams 
wins over Huntington 
and MVNU.

Men’s Tennis 
Player of  the Week

Martin Capdevilla, 
Huntington

Capdevilla was a 
perfect 4-0 for No. 10 
Huntington, winning 
his two matches at 
No. 2 singles and 
No. 2 doubles. The 
graduate senior’s play 
helped the Foresters 
to team wins over No. 
23 Goshen and Spring 
Arbor.

Women’s Golfer of 
the Week

Elle Bolkema, 
Spring Arbor

Bolkema played in a 
pair of  tournaments 
for Spring Arbor, 
taking medalist 
honors at the Holy 
Cross Spring Invite 
and registering a 
runner-up finish at 
the Cleary Spring 
Invite.

Men’s Golfer of the 
Week

Keldon Koshorek, 
Spring Arbor

Koshorek won the 

Holy Cross Spring 
Invitational with a 36-
hole score of  148. The 
junior shot rounds 
of  73 and 75 before 
winning the title in 
a playoff  for his first 
collegiate win.

Women’s Outdoor 
TF Track Athlete of 
the Week

Jaynie Halterman, 
Taylor

Halterman won the 
5,000-meters at the 
Ball State Challenge, 
crossing at 16:08.06 
for the fastest time of  
the year in the NAIA.

Women’s Outdoor 
TF Field Athlete of 
the Week

Delaney Teachnor, 
Marian

Teachnor won the 
pole vault at the 
Tennessee Invite 
with a height of  
3.82 meters. That 
performance was a 
new personal-best for 
Teachnor and broke 
her own Marian 
record.

Men’s Outdoor TF 
Track Athlete of the 
Week

Marzeion Jones, 
Marian

Jones broke 
Marian’s program 
record in the triple 
jump with a mark 
of  15.29 meters to 
automatically qualify 
for NAIA Nationals 
in the event. Jones 
finished second-of-23 
athletes in the event 
at the Tennessee 
Invite.

Men’s Outdoor TF 
Field Athlete of the 
Week

Eric Materna, 
Marian

Materna competed 
in a trio of  events 
for Marian at the 
Tennessee Invite, 
highlighting his 
showing with NAIA-A 
marks in the 4x400-
meter relay and 
400-meters. Materna 
finished first in the 
relay and third in the 
400.

Crossroads League Athletes 
of the Week April 6-12

How nutritional needs 
change with age
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NOTICES

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
*******************
IF YOU HAVE PLACED A 
GUARANTEED CLASSIFIED AD WITH 
US, PLEASE CALL 765-674-0070 OR 
812-827-2232 TO LET US KNOW 
TO TAKE THE ITEM OUT IF IT HAS 
SOLD. 
If you do not see your ad, 
and it is supposed to keep 
running, please give us call.

Classified rates: $20 first week, 
$10 second week, $10 third week, 
4th week FREE (consecutive run).
Guaranteed Classifieds
(Run any ONE item for sale)
$40 -> 25 words.
$80 -> 26-to-50 words
$120 -> 51-to-75 words
$160 -> 76-to-100 words
Item runs until sold! Seller must 
call newspaper to STOP running 
the ad.
ALL CLASSIFIEDS are pre-paid. Call 
765-674-0070 Or 812-827-2232 
Friday at 4:00 P.M.
Email ad copy to: Pamela.
kpi2018@gmail.com

WANTING TO BUY

Wanting to buy. 1 row corn picker 
in working condition. Call 812-
389-2767.

(7-31-25-4x)

FARMING EQUIPMENT

New Sudenga 10” x 36’ Elec and 
(2) PTO Drive TransporT Augers 
w/ 17 Degree Hoppers - 270-209-
0259

New Sudenga 13” x 82’ Swing 
Away with electric drive wheel kit 
270-209-0259

New Sudenga 13” x 72’ Swing 
Away with electric drive wheel kit 
270-209-0259

New Sudenga 10” x 71’ Swing 
Away with or with electric drive 
wheel kit 270-209-0259

New AGI Hutchinson 13” x 74’ 
Swing Away with Hyd drive wheel 
kit, Hyd hopper winch 270-209-
0259

(two) NEW Sudenga drive over 
chain conveyor, 5,000 BPH & 
7,000 BPH. 270-209-0259

NEW Batco 1539 Belt Conveyor 
electric and hydraulic drive. 270-
209-0259

Demo wheat heart post pounder 
270-209-0259.

KILLBROS - 1200, Factory ext’s, 
750 bu., new vertical augers, Exc. 
shape, 30.5x32 tires. $10,500 
OBO 217-493-2105

2015 NEW HOLLAND BIG BALER 
330R Crop Cutter, 3 x 3 square 
bales w/preservative, rotor cutter, 
steerable tandem axle, hdy. 
folding roller chute, auto-lube, 
Intelli III monitor. 9778
bales, $89,000 OBO. Call Robert 
at 815-291-6856.

2014 MASSEY FERGUSON 2270 
BALER, 3 x 4 square bales w/ 
preservative knotter blower, 
standard chute, single axle, 8869 
bales, $79,000 OBO. Call Robert 
815-291-6856. (tfn)

ROOM FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT: Near MGH, 
Large Furnished Bedroom, 
utilities included, tv, cable, wifi, 
refrigerated, washer and dryer, 
parking is free, $100 per week. 
Plus deposit. Working preferred. 
Please call Jim at 916-995-4400.

FARM MACHINERY

For Sale:  John Deere 9610 
combine, four wheel drive, model  
893 8-row corn head and 625 full 
finger flex bean head.  $40,000.  
Loogootee, Indiana.812-295-6807

HELP WANTED

Part-time cleaning position in 
Jasper. Wednesday and Saturday. 
(5 hours each evening). call 812-
827-3145 for interview

(tfn)

SERVICES

CINDY’s Odd Job Service
House Cleaning.
CHRISTIAN-Owned Business.
(Free Estimates)
812-972-3059

(4-3-26-4x)

FOR SALE / GENERAL

Log Splitter And Wood 
Burning Stove - $800.  Call- 
765-702-7437.

(3-26-26-tfn)

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: Split 
Firewood $75.00 truckload  765-
667-7637

(9-11-25-4x)

SHOP SMITH: Table Saw; 
Wood Lathe; Drill Press; Band 

Saw; All-in-One, & All Attachments. 
$650. Call- 765-348-3277.

(9-20-25-tfn)

For Sale: 1 Whole Bedroom 
Set, Dresser, Living Room Set, 2 
Recliners,  Queen Mattress & Box 
Springs, Breakfast Set with Hutch, 
Table & 6 chairs.  Call 812-367-
2658.

(9-20-25-tfn)

Industrial air compressor, 10HP, 3 
phase electric, 120 gal. horizontal 
tank, low compressor oil shutoff, 
works like new, $1200. 765-238-
9883 Hagerstown, IN

850 JD tractor finish mower, front 
loader, 3 point hitch, less than 
1000 hours, great condition, sized 
for mowing a large yard/acreage. 
Asking $11,500. 270-898-2805.

(Dresser TD15c) bulldozer, 1000 
hrs on overhaul, injector pump 
rebuilt, 70% undercarriage, 
radiator Ljust boild out, $18,000 
Call: 812-709-0263 Shoals, IN 
(tfn)

2011 Kawasaki Ninja 250 Black, 
flush LED lights, riser, frame 
sliders, security wheels & locks 
and cover. ONLY 700 mi., military 
and no time to ride. $3900. 812-
457-5693

1997 Sea Nymph 17’ fish & ski 
boat. 115 Johnson outboard, easy 
load trailer, travel cover, trolling 
motor, depth finder and lots of 
extras. $8500 call 812-683-4266

2009 3 Wheel Scooter. 50cc, blue 
and white, low miles, used 1 
season only. Very good condition, 
$1800 Call 812-683-4266.

REAL ESTATE

54+/- ACRE FARM FOR SALE
Lake Village, Arkansas. Very good 
income producing cropland with 
beautiful view of Lake Chicot. 
Beautiful home sites.
766 +/- ACRE PROPERTY FOR SALE
Beautiful property located near 
Town Creek, Alabama. This 
previously wooded property is 
being cleared and converted to 
farm land, with approximately 
300 acres already converted. 
Very good soils for cotton, corn, 
and soybeans. Would also make a 
spectacular cattle ranch. Excellent 
hunting with large bucks and 
lots of turkeys. MORE LAND 
AVAILABLE!
284 ACRE FARM FOR SALE
Excellent 280 acres farm for 
sale in southeast Arkansas, 
including very fertile, precision 
leveled, and irrigated farm land, 
plus exceptional duck and deer 

hunting. Super location, fronting 
on excellent paved highway.
www.underwood landcompany.
com
256.655.9266 or 256.679.2039
(7-10-25_tfn)

40 ACRES SOUTHWEST INDIANA. 
Great deer, turkey and fishing, 7 
acres, pasture, 3 lakes, balance 
mature woods. Call Todd Shaus 
Land Specialist 812-480-2541.

ARE YOU BUYING OR SELLING 
LAND? For free market analysis 
Call Todd Shaus - Land Specialist 
for all your land needs. 812-480-
2541.

RECENTLY REDUCED: 5 fenced 
acres in Pike County with 2 older 
homes (needs work), appliances,
some furniture, and some tools. 
Stocked pond, 3 out buildings, 2 
large garden areas, and various 
fruits. Not negotiable. recently
reduced to $98,000 812-536-
5308.

ARE YOU BUYING OR SELLING 
LAND? For free market analysis 
Call Todd Shaus - Land Specialist 
for all your land needs. 812-480-
2541.

RECENTLY REDUCED: 5 fenced 
acres in Pike County with 2 older 
homes (needs work), appliances, 
some furniture, and some tools. 
Stocked pond, 3 out buildings, 2 
large garden areas, and various 
fruits. Not negotiable. recently
reduced to $98,000 812-536-5308

100 acre prime tillable land, North 
Spencer county, road frontage, 
city water main, PUT YOUR 
TURKEY FARM HERE! Todd Schaus 
-Property Experts 812-480-2541.

MOVING Motivated seller 5 fenced 
acres in Pike County. 2 older 
homes (needs work), appliances, 
some furniture, and some tools. 
Stocked pond, 3 out buildings, 2 
large garden areas, and various 
fruits. Not negotiable. recently 
reduced to $98,000 812-536-5308

NEW Double wide or single wide. 
Financian available. ZERO Down 
w/land. Land/Home package 
available. FREE delivery on your 
new home. 812-354-2197.

DWELLINGS FOR SALE

Home located in English, IN . Sits 
on two acres w/attached garage. 
3bdr., 2 ba., $65,000 Call Becky 
Higgins/Remax 812-267-6264.

105 acres (100 tillable acres) and 
home located at 6066 HWY. 142, 
Philpot, KY $975,000 270-925-
2961 (tfn)

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL- 
Insured professional, best rate 
guaranteed. 812-639-5222.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

44’ SC 5th Wheel MONTE  CARLO 
$37,500  2 bd, 3 elec. slideouts, 
elec. awning, 3 central ac/h units, 
washer,dryer, lg. appliances, 
fireplace, satellite/cable ready. No 
smoking/pets !!!!MUST SELL!!!!! 
870-329-4933

FARMING  & FARM
EQUIPMENT

FARM EQUIPMENT. Serial 4966. 
1968 Allis Chambers 170 gas. 
1owner, 3,188 hours. Stay in 
all gears. Torque good. Power 
steering - front weight spin out 
rims, rear tires 16-9-28, front 
7-5x16, PTO drawbar, factory 3 pt, 
hydraulic outlets, top link, radio, 
tool box. Runs and operates like it 
should. Lights all work. 260-609-
6912 Columbia City IN

No 18 New Idea ground drive 
manure spreader. Operates like it 
should. Hard to find them in this 
condition. $4,250.00. 260-609-
6912 Columbia City IN

Serial #28199. 1973 International 
1066 tractor w/cab. 18-4-38 rear 
tires w/9 Boc and Axle duals. 
10:00x16 front tires. Rear weights, 
2 hydraulic remotes 540/1000 
PTO 3 pt and heat/ac, AM/FM 
radio, 3764 original hours. In 
frame overhaul at 3200 hours, 
top link, front weight bracket 
and torque good. As nice as you 
will find. 260-609-6912 Columbia 
City IN

New Idea 323, exc. shape, field 
ready. $3500. 260-609-6912 
Columbia City, IN

(CASE IH 7140) Magnum. Great 
tires. 5,100 hours. Front wheel 
assist. Dual, 200 horse. Asking 
$41,500.  812-889-2415. Leave 
message. Will call back. (tfn)

2008 CIH 2412 cornhead 12 
Row 20”, just had new sprockets 
& gathering chains,  exc. 
cond., $35,000. 931-273-6153 
Winchester, TN. 

2010 Versatile-485, Cat., PS, 2395 
hours, 4wd, QSX 15 L Cummins, 
recent overhaul, 710/42 Michelin 
tires 70%, factory AS, 6-hyd, 
remotes $119,500. Call  618-535-
3456. (tfn)

2011 JD 9230, 3-point PTO, AT-
ready, 3012 hours, one owner, 

CLASSIFIEDS
Business & Service 
ads Standard size 

$198
Corporate size $398

for 12 weeks!
812-827-2232 or 

765-674-0070

Bussey Bros. Auctioneers 
(844)- SOLD-BBA or (844)-765-3222

LIVE ONSITE
AUCTIONS W/

ONLINE BIDDING

4938 S ST RT 49 Greenville OH  45331 sales@busseybros.com

Our Auction Services:
Real Estate -Farm Retirements-Heavy Equipment
Consignments-Business Liquidations-Inventory

Reductions-Fleet Reductions-Construction Equipment

Thinking of having an auction? 
Call or Email us today!

 If you are considering selling farm machinery, construction
equipment, or real estate, we are ready to help you plan

YOUR AUCTION. 

Thinking of having an auction? 
Call or Email us today!

 If you are considering selling farm machinery, construction
equipment, or real estate, we are ready to help you plan

YOUR AUCTION. 

260.251.6700

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 
YOU CAN TRUST

NO JOB TOO BIG. 
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Amish Built Quality
FREE Estimates • 30 Years Experience

•Repair 
•Remodel 
•Roofing 

•Foundations 
•New Construction

SMOKE VALLEY TREE SERVICE

Owner: Jeff Hayes / Justin Hayes
765.506.2737  •  765.603.1448

• Tree & Stump Removal
• Topping, Trimming
• Lifting Dead Wooding
• Custom Shaping
• Log Clearing
• Fence Row Cleaning

• Trimming All Shrubs & Bushes
• 23 1/2 Hour Storm Damage
     Cleanup Available
• Fully Insured & Bonded For
     Your Safety and Ours

KUMA WOOD STOVES
  HEATING & COOLING
    GAS LOG INSTALLATION
      GAS LINE INSTALLATION
        VIDEO CHIMNEY INSPECTIONS
          CHIMNEY RELINING
            MIDWEST DEALER FOR SMUDGE POTS

PHONE: 260.563.8268
CELL: 260.571.4688

ROBBIE  KEAFFABER, PHD
Doctor of Chimnology

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
ESTABLISHED 1981

SCOTT’S 
Grant County Asphalt Inc.
765.664.2754

Don Scott, Owner

If no answer, please leave your name 
and number.

Serving Marion, IN, Grant County & surrounding 
towns within 1 hour drive or less
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$129,500-obo.  Call (217) 242-
9105  (tfn)JD-S550 684 Eng. 
hrs., 469 sep. hrs, 2WD duals, 
custom cab, 3- spd. elec. shift, 
contour master. Retiring. Asking 
$180,000. (815) 228-4021. 

JD 7720, 4WD, 30.5x32 tires, 
long auger, $12,000 OBO. Call 
859-608-4942

JOHN DEERE 6700 sprayer, new 
in the spring of 08, 603 hours, 
60 ft. boom, 3 wheel with shields  
$67,500. PRICED  REDUCED!!!  
Call  anytime 309-376-6741.
(tfn)

210 ft. HIC Leg, 7500 Bu. per 
Hr., reconditioned 217-379-2016 
Evening

Anhydrous Wagons - Very good 
cond. farmer owned, $1800 262-
497-3600

7200 MaxEmerge II 1630, row 
cleaners, copper head closing 
wheels, 350 JD monitor, new tires, 
liq in the row, Keyton seat firmers, 
$8900-obo. 309-825-1056 (tfn).

2015 New Holland Big Baler 330R 
Crop Cutter, 3 x 3 square bales 
w/ preservative, rotor cutter, 
steerable tandem axle, hdy. 
folding roller chute, auto-lube, 

Intelli III monitor. 9778 bales, 
$89,000 OBO. Call Robert at 815-
291-6856. (tfn

2014 Massey Ferguson 2270 
Baler, 3 x 4 square bales w/ 
preservative knotter blower, 
standard chute, single axle, 8869 
bales, $79,000 OBO. Call Robert 
815-291-6856. 

KillBros Seed Tender w/plastic 
auger, $2,000 1985 M & W 375 
Wagon $2,200 309-275-0524. 
(tfn)

2007 Geringhoff Rotadisc, 8 row 
head, w/ rotacone corn savers, 
this head is very good and had 
very little use, needs no work 
on it before fall season, always 
shedded $29,000 815-761-2531. 
(tfn)

2006 Mustang. 634 telehandler, 
6,000 lb cap., 34ft lift, 2,462 
hours. foam tires. JD Diesel 
Engine. Very good condition.  
$25k OBO, 812-852-4594 Osgood, 
IN (tfn)

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Saw Mill Business for sale. Located 
in Tazwell, IN. $250,000 OBO Call 

Becky Higgins/Remax 812-267-
6264 (tfn)

Children’s clothing resale 
business, $7,500. includes 5000 
items. 235 East Main Street. Gas 
City, Indiana . Donna 510-599-
9010

AUTOS FOR SALE

2015 Nissan Frontier SV pickup 
full, 4-door, loaded and showroom 
new. 12,200 miles. Call 812-
482-6304. If no answer, leave 
message.
2-25-22 tfn

2013 RED SMART FOUR TWO 
CONVERTIBLE, 43,000 miles, 
power steering, power breaks, 
cruise control, tack, garage kept, 
stored in winter, 35-40 mpg.Very 
clean, well kept car! Comes with 
car cover. This car won 1st Place 
in open stock competition at 
Heartland Worship Center Car Show 
in 2014. $9,500. Call 270-554-7367, 
leave message if no answer. (tfn)

2000 DODGE RAM 2500 SERIES, V8 
Magnum SLT, 17” NEW Tires, Body Lift 
Kit, Cold Air, 103,000 miles $6500.00 - 
812-549-5216 or 812-309-2214.

2004 STERLING tri-axle dump truck, 
8LL transmission, 16.5 ft. aluminum 
bed, 849,000 miles, great shape, 
mechanically sound, one owner, 
professionally maintained. Mid 30’s 
Call 812-639-1078 (tfn)

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY LE. New tires. 
$6,250 call 812-639-1246.

2006 YAMAHA ROADLINER 1900 w/
accessories. 29,000 miles and 2,000 
miles on the tires. Drag pipes and 
Mustang seats. $5,500 call 812-686-
1774.

2004 STERLING TRIAXLE DUMP 
TRUCK, 8LL transmission, 16.5 
ft. aluminum bed, 849,000 
miles, great shape, mechanically 
sound, one owner, professionally 
maintained. Mid 30’s Call 812-
639-1078 (tfn)

1976 CADILLAC ELDORADO
CONVERTIBLE, front wheel drive, 
22,400 actual miles, 2nd owner 
for over 30 years. Mint. Never 
rained on. Always garaged and 
covered.
$23,900 firm. 812-481-1470.

MOTORCYCLES & ACCESSORIES

2001 1200cc Sportster Turned 
Trike, low mileage, $8000.  Please 
call 765-618-4497.    (6-7-24 tfn)

2007 Honda Shadow, excellent 
motorcycle. 2 owner. White 
& Grey. 13,100 miles. Asking 
$4,000. Please call…765-661-
5498.
(7-26-22 tfn)
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Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers

Riddle’s Tree Service

Call 765.506.2141

•Trimming
•Topping

•Tree Removals
•Stump Removals
•Free Estimates

•Insured

Made you look?
Reserve your ad spot today,

and get more eyes on your business!

Ad Design Included 
Call or email today!

Email kpiads@ky-news.com
or call 765.674.0070 or 812.827.2232
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lube, Intelli III monitor. 9778 bales, 
$89,000 OBO. Call Robert at 815-
291-6856. (tfn)

2014 Massey Ferguson 2270 Baler, 
3 x 4 square bales w/ preservative 
knotter blower, standard chute, 
single axle, 8869 bales, $79,000 
OBO. Call Robert 815-291-6856. 

KillBros Seed Tender w/plastic 
auger, $2,000 1985 M & W 375 
Wagon $2,200 309-275-0524. (tfn)

2007 Geringhoff Rotadisc, 8 row 
head, w/ rotacone corn savers, 
this head is very good and had 
very little use, needs no work on it 
before fall season, always shedded 
$29,000 815-761-2531. (tfn)

2006 Mustang. 634 telehandler, 
6,000 lb cap., 34ft lift, 2,462 hours. 
foam tires. JD Diesel Engine. Very 
good condition.  $25k OBO, 812-
852-4594 Osgood, IN (tfn)

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Saw Mill Business for sale. Located 
in Tazwell, IN. $250,000 OBO Call 
Becky Higgins/Remax 812-267-
6264 (tfn)

Children’s clothing resale business, 
$7,500. includes 5000 items. 235 
East Main Street. Gas City, Indiana . 
Donna 510-599-9010

AUTOS FOR SALE

2015 Nissan Frontier SV pickup 
full, 4-door, loaded and showroom 
new. 12,200 miles. Call 812-482-
6304. If no answer, leave message.
2-25-22 tfn

2013 RED SMART FOUR TWO 
CONVERTIBLE, 43,000 miles, power 
steering, power breaks, cruise 
control, tack, garage kept, stored in 
winter, 35-40 mpg.Very clean, well 
kept car! Comes with car cover. This 
car won 1st Place in open stock 
competition at Heartland Worship 
Center Car Show in 2014. $9,500. Call 

270-554-7367, leave message if no 
answer. (tfn)

2000 DODGE RAM 2500 SERIES, V8 
Magnum SLT, 17” NEW Tires, Body Lift 
Kit, Cold Air, 103,000 miles $6500.00 - 
812-549-5216 or 812-309-2214.

2004 STERLING tri-axle dump truck, 
8LL transmission, 16.5 ft. aluminum 
bed, 849,000 miles, great shape, 
mechanically sound, one owner, 
professionally maintained. Mid 30’s Call 
812-639-1078 (tfn)

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY LE. New tires. 
$6,250 call 812-639-1246.

2006 YAMAHA ROADLINER 1900 w/
accessories. 29,000 miles and 2,000 
miles on the tires. Drag pipes and 
Mustang seats. $5,500 call 812-686-
1774.

2004 STERLING TRIAXLE DUMP 
TRUCK, 8LL transmission, 16.5 
ft. aluminum bed, 849,000 
miles, great shape, mechanically 
sound, one owner, professionally 

maintained. Mid 30’s Call 812-
639-1078 (tfn)

1976 CADILLAC ELDORADO
CONVERTIBLE, front wheel 
drive,
22,400 actual miles, 2nd owner 
for over 30 years. Mint. Never 
rained on. Always garaged and 
covered.
$23,900 firm. 812-481-1470.

MOTORCYCLES & ACCESSORIES

2001 1200cc Sportster Turned 
Trike, low mileage, $8000.  
Please call 765-618-4497.    (6-
7-24 tfn)

2007 Honda Shadow, excellent 
motorcycle. 2 owner. White 
& Grey. 13,100 miles. Asking 
$4,000. Please call…765-661-
5498.

(7-26-22 tfn)
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Amish crew looking for 
all types of work…

• Repair  • Remodel  • Roofing  • Foundations 
• New Construction

Please call… 260-273-2984

J & J
CONSTRUCTION

Joe S. Schwartz
Joseph M.R. Schwartz
8040 S. 450 E.
Berne, IN 46711

Driver Bruce: 419-771-2806

Specializing in: •Pole Buildings •Housing •Roofing 
•Stick Frame Construction •Siding •Decks

GET THE 
WORD
OUT

Connect With More Local Job Candidates. 
Advertise in the Classifieds!

To learn more or get started,
call or email today. 

Print & online packages • Affordable ad rates

Email kpiads@ky-news.com 
or Call 765-674-0070 or 812-827-2232

Scott’s 
Grant 

County 
Asphalt Inc.

If no answer, please leave your name and 
number.

Serving Marion, IN, Grant County & surrounding towns 
within 1 hour drive or less

Don Scott, Owner
765-664-2754
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Spring marks the 
return of flowering 
plants and warm 
weather. And 
homeowners know 
that spring also 
ushers in the return 
of home renovation 
season.

Homeowners 
undoubtedly have 
an extensive list of 
projects on their to-do 
list this spring, and 
that may include 
helping their lawns 
and gardens recover 
after a long winter. 
Unpredictable 
weather, which can 
include drought and 
excessive rainfall 
and everything in 
between, can take 
its toll on a lawn. In 
certain instances, the 
best solution may be 
planting new grass. 
But homeowners can 
consider these tips 
before they begin the 
process of reseeding 
or replanting their 
lawns.

• Scarify the lawn. 
Scarifying a lawn can 
help to create a clean 
slate, but the timing 
must be right. Various 

lawn and garden 
experts, including 
those at BBC 
Gardeners’ World 
Magazine, recommend 
scarifying in spring 
or early autumn. But 
don’t jump the gun 
when scarifying in 
spring by scarifying 
before the lawn has 
started to grow after 
a dormant winter. 
Scarify when the soil 
is a little wet and the 
grass is once again 
actively growing. 
Scarfiying can remove 
any lingering weeds 
from last season and 
also pull up any moss 
that might have taken 
hold over the winter. 
Without weeds and 
moss to contend with, 
freshly planted seeds 
are in better position 
to thrive.

• Work with 
a landscaping 
professional. 
Homeowners with 
manageable lawns 
can likely scarify 
their own lawns 
with a relatively 
inexpensive plug-in 
scarifier. However, 
scarifying can be a 

strenuous physical 
activity, particularly 
for homeowners 
with large lawns. 
In such instances, 
homeowners 
can benefit from 
working with a 
qualified landscaping 
professional. Such 
a professional can 
scarify the lawn and 
subsequently reseed 
or replant new grass. 
The latter task is not 
so simple, as the lawn 
care experts at Scotts® 
note that choosing 
the correct seed is a 
vital part of reseeding 
or replanting a lawn. 
Choosing seed may 
sound simple, but 
it’s a potentially 
complex decision that 
requires knowledge 
of the existing grass, 
including when to 
plant it. Certain 
grasses are best 
planted in spring 
or early fall, while 
others are best 
planted in summer. A 
qualified landscaping 
professional can 
identify the existing 
grass and plan the 
seeding or planting 
around this important 

detail.

• Prepare to water 
the lawn. Watering is 
vital to the long-term 
success and health 
of freshly planted 
grass seed. Scotts® 
urges homeowners 
to keep the top inch 
of soil consistently 
moist, but not soggy. 
That requires a 
daily commitment, 
and setting a multi-
function hose nozzle 
or sprinkler to the 
mist setting once per 
day or more if it’s hot 
outside can increase 
the chances grass 
will grow in thick 
and strong. Scotts® 
recommends keeping 
the top two inches of 
the soil moist until 
the new grass reaches 
a mowing height of 
roughly three inches. 
Once that benchmark 
has been reached, 
watering frequency 
can be cut back to 
about twice per 
week, but now the 
soil should be deeply 
soaked instead of 
misted. The soaking 
will help roots grow 
deep into the soil.

Spring is a great 
time for homeowners 
in various regions 
to reseed or replant 
their lawns. With 

the right approach, 
homeowners can 
enjoy a full and lush 
lawn throughout 
summer.

What to know about reseeding or replanting your lawn

A healthy lawn 
thrives with the right 
amount of water and 
nutrients. Lawn care 
is a year-long process. 
Even when the sun 
isn’t very strong and 
the temperatures 
are cold, a lawn still 
needs water. That 
water requirement 
multiplies when 
higher temperatures 
lead to increased 
evaporation.

The experts at 
LawnLove.com, 
a lawn care and 
landscaping resource, 
say grass needs 
between 1 and 11⁄2 
inches of water a 
week. Many times 
precipitation will take 
care of all of a lawn’s 
water needs. But in 
times of drought or 
infrequent rain, it’s 
up to homeowners to 

provide the water a 
lawn requires. 

If homeowners ask 
a dozen lawn experts 
what they recommend 
in terms of watering, 
they’re likely to offer 
12 different answers. 
The type of soil and 
grass affects how 
frequently a lawn 
needs to be watered. 
According to the 
lawn care company 
Organo Lawn, it’s 
better to do a deep 
watering two or 
three times a week to 
promote strong grass 
roots and maintain 
a healthy microbial 
composition in soil 
than to water the 
lawn daily, which 
leads to shallow 
roots and can wash 
away nutrients. 
But it is important 
for homeowners to 

recognize when their 
lawns are not getting 
ample water. Here 
are some signs a lawn 
needs a drink.

• Visible 
footprints: Elasticity 
of the grass blades 
decreases when the 
lawn is not getting 
enough water. If you 
walk on the lawn 
and footprints do 
not bounce back in a 
short amount of time, 
you likely need to 
water.

• Gaps between 
lawn and sidewalk: 
Lawn Pride says that 
the soil can shrink in 
drought conditions. 
This may be visible 
where the lawn abuts 
a driveway, sidewalk 
or even planting beds. 
If you walk along 
the perimeter of a 
lawn and notice a gap 
between the grass and 
hardscape, it is time 
to water.

• Clumps of grass: 
It is a sign of drought 
stress when grass 
grows in clumps 
rather than uniformly 
across a lawn.

• Presence of 
dollar spot fungus: 
Grass can become 
susceptible to this 

fungus, which also 
is called ascochyta 
leaf blight. It only 
develops in lawns 
with shallow grass 
roots caused by 
improper lawn 
watering. It’s common 
in parts of Colorado 
and elsewhere and 
is noticeable when 

damage to the turf 
begins in the middle 
of the grass foliage.

• Slow growth: 
A lawn that doesn’t 
seem to be growing 
well, or doesn’t 
need to be mowed 
as frequently, likely 
isn’t getting enough 

water.
Adequate watering 

can help a lawn 
develop strong roots 
and maintain grass 
health. Homeowners 
who have questions 
about their lawns and 
watering can consult 
with a landscaper or a 
lawn care service.

Is your lawn getting enough water? 

Keeping your lawn 
well-mowed is one of  the 
easiest ways to improve 
the look of  your yard 
and keep grass healthy. 
A few simple mowing 
habits can make a big 
difference in how your 
lawn grows.

First, always mow at 
the right height. Cutting 
grass too short can 
stress the plants and 
allow weeds to grow 
more easily. Most lawns 
do best when only the 
top one-third of  the 
grass blade is removed 
at a time. Taller grass 
helps shade the soil, 
keeping it cooler and 
holding moisture longer.

Second, make sure 

your mower blades 
are sharp. Dull blades 
tear the grass instead 
of  cutting it cleanly, 
leaving jagged edges 
that can turn brown and 
make your lawn look 
unhealthy. Sharpen 
blades regularly, 
especially during the 
peak growing season.

Another helpful tip is 
to change your mowing 
pattern each time 
you mow. Alternating 
directions prevents the 
grass from leaning one 
way and reduces soil 
compaction caused by 
repeated tire tracks. It 
also gives your lawn 
a neat, professional 
appearance.

Timing matters as 
well. Try to mow when 
the grass is dry, usually 
in the late morning or 
early evening. Wet grass 
can clump together and 
clog the mower, leading 
to uneven cuts.

Finally, consider 
leaving grass clippings 
on the lawn. This 
practice, known as 
mulching, returns 
nutrients to the soil and 
helps your lawn stay 
green and healthy with 
less fertilizer.

With consistent care 
and proper mowing 
habits, your lawn can 
stay thick, green, and 
attractive throughout 
the growing season.

Mowing tips for a healthy lawn



10 • Thursday, April 16, 2026 	 AGRI NEWS	  812-827-2232 • 765-674-0070

www.bunchbrothers.com

P.O. BOX 175 ★ Wingo, KY 42088
270.748.8080 ★ Fax: 270.376.2997

Steven J Bunch, Auctioneer  ★  Joe Bunch, Auctioneer

2-DAY LOUISVILLE SPRING AUCTION
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY  - APRIL 21ST & 22ND

AT 9:00 A.M. EST  •  KENTUCKY EXPO CENTER

To consign your equipment or receive a seller’s packet contact Steven Bunch (270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or email Lori@bunchbrothers.com

Selling Heavy Equipment, Trucks, 
Trailers, Attachments & More!

Nationwide survey:
Most farmers can’t afford fertilizer

An overwhelming 
majority of  
America’s farmers 
who responded to a 
nationwide survey 
say they cannot 
afford to purchase 
enough fertilizer to 
get them through 
the year. The 
percentage who pre-
purchased fertilizer 
varies significantly 
by region.

Conducted by the 
American Farm 
Bureau Federation 
April 3-11, the 
survey shows 70% 
of  respondents 
say fertilizer is so 
expensive that they 
will not be able to 
buy all the fertilizer 
they need.

More than 5,700 
farmers, both Farm 
Bureau members 
and non-members, 
from every state and 
Puerto Rico took 
the survey. Farm 
Bureau economists 
analyzed the results 
in the latest Market 
Intel.

The analysis 
reveals that almost 
8 in 10 farmers in 
the southern U.S. 
say they can’t afford 
all needed supplies 
this year, followed 
by the Northeast 
and West at 69% and 
66%, respectively, 
compared to 48% of  
the farmers in the 
Midwest.

Just 19% of  

farmers in the 
South prebooked 
fertilizer purchases 
in advance of  
planting season. 
In the Northeast, 
only 30% of  farmers 
prebooked, followed 
by 31% in the West, 
and 67% in the 
Midwest. Even with 
higher pre-booking 
rates, almost one in 
three Midwestern 
farmers still report 
entering the season 
without securing all 
of  their fertilizer 
needs.

The conflict in 
the Middle East 

sent fertilizer and 
fuel prices soaring. 
The closure of  the 
Strait of  Hormuz 
is keeping critical 
fertilizer supplies 
and crude oil from 
reaching global 
markets, putting a 
squeeze on supplies 
around the world.

“Spring planting 
decisions depend 
heavily on access to 
fertilizer and diesel 
fuel, both of  which 
have been impacted 
by geopolitical risks 
that have disrupted 
global markets,” 
the Market Intel 

states. “Since 
the escalation 
of  tensions in 
the Middle East, 
nitrogen fertilizer 
prices have risen 
more than 30%, 
while combined 
fuel and fertilizer 
costs have increased 
roughly 20% to 
40%. Urea prices 
have increased 
by 47% since the 
end of  February, 
marking the largest 
month-to-month 
percentage increase 
in the price of  urea. 
These increases 
are occurring when 

many producers 
were already facing 
tight margins for 
many consecutive 
years.”

Many of  the 
farmers surveyed 
said they will forego 
applying fertilizer 
this spring in 
hopes that prices 
will return to an 
affordable level 
later in the growing 
season.

AFBF President 
Zippy Duvall said, 
“The skyrocketing 
cost of  fuel and 
fertilizer is creating 
more economic 

hardships for 
farmers who 
have already 
endured years of  
losses. Without 
the necessary 
fertilizers, we’ll 
face lower yields 
and some farmers 
will reduce acres 
altogether, which 
will impact food and 
feed supplies. It’s 
too early to know 
how this will affect 
food availability 
and prices in the 
long run, but it’s 
a warning light 
that we’ve shared 
with leaders in 
Washington. We look 
forward to working 
with them to find 
solutions so farmers 
can continue to 
feed families across 
America.”

According to 
the survey, 94% 
of  respondents 
reported their 
financial situation 
has worsened or 
remained the same 
since last year, while 
only 6% reported 
improvement.

Get more survey 
results and read the 
full Market Intel 
at https://www.
fb.org/market-
intel/farm-bureau-
survey-reveals-real-
impact-of-fertilizer-
availability-and-
price
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