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Campbell Announces Candidacy for 

Ballard County Jailer

Mayfield Stops Bombers Season

By: Tim Taylor

Ballard Memorial 

celebrated Senior 

Night with a victory 

over Fulton County. 

The Bombers held a 

slim 27-26 halftime 

lead. In their game the 

night before against 

Trigg County, the 

Bombers outscored 

the Wildcat 37-16 in 

the 2 nd half  to win by 

double figures. Bal-

lard Memorial repeat-

ed that, outscoring the 

Pilots 34-17 in the final 

16 minutes to pick up 

their first consecutive 

wins of  the season 

winning on Senior 

Night 6144. Senior Ike 

Miller led the Bomb-

ers with a double-dou-

ble, scoring 20 points 

and adding 10 re-

bounds. The Bombers 

looked to continue the 

momentum in their 

regular season fina-

le hosting Paducah 

Tilghman. A 6-0 start 

to the game helped 

the Bombers take a 

32-21 lead late in the 

first half. The Blue 

Tornado ended the 

first half  and started 

the 2 nd half  to score 

14 consecutive points 

and held the Bombers 

to 3 points in the 3 rd 

quarter. The Bomb-

ers erased the 8 point 

deficit and claimed the 

44-43 lead. Paducah 

Tilghman regained 

momentum and out-

scored the Bombers 

18-9 to close the game 

and defeat Ballard 

Memorial 61-53. A 

poor free throw shoot-

ing night prevented 

a third consecutive 

win as the Bombers 

only connected on 16 

of  34 attempts. The 

Bombers end the reg-

ular season 9-21. The 

Bombers entered the 

3 rd District Tour-

nament against host 

Mayfield looking for 

their first trip to the 

championship game 

and berth into the 1 st 

Region Tournament 

since 2015. It was a 

heavy-weight fight in 

the opening half  with 

the game tied at 22. 

The Cardinals started 

getting fast break run 

outs and attacked the 

rim with more regu-

larity in the 2 nd half. 

Mayfield used a 13-0 

run to blow the game 

open to take the 41-26 

lead. Ballard Memori-

al only made one field 

goal in the 3 rd quar-

ter, getting outscored 

21-8. They showed 

the same determina-

tion as they had all 

season and pulled 

back to within 47-40, 

but a costly turnover 

allowed Mayfield to 

extend the lead. Ike 

Miller scored his 10 th 

point in the 4 th quar-

ter to trim the deficit 

back to 54-47 with un-

der a minute left, but 

they ran out of  time as 

the Cardinals pulled 

away for the 61-49 

win. Sparacio had 15 

points, Ayden Owens 

scored 14 and Miller 

finished with his 10 to 

finish his career with 

913 points. The Bomb-

ers end season 9-21.

By: Laurna Todd

KPI Writer

Ballard County 

Sheriff’s Department 

Sgt. James Campbell 

has announced his 

candidacy for Ballard 

County Jailer, high-

lighting nearly two 

decades of  experience 

in corrections, law 

enforcement, and 

community service. 

Campbell began his 

career at the Ballard 

County Jail in Sep-

tember 2006 as a dep-

uty jailer under Jailer 

Stanley Hunt. During 

his time there, he was 

promoted to sergeant 

and night shift super-

visor before moving to 

day shift duties. He re-

mained a full-time em-

ployee until 2012, later 

serving as Ballard 

County Solid Waste 

Coordinator while 

continuing part-time 

work at the jail as an 

investigator and nar-

cotics K-9 handler. In 

2019, Campbell joined 

the Ballard County 

Sheriff’s Department 

as a full-time deputy 

and graduated from 

the Department of  

Criminal Justice 

Training academy in 

Richmond with 800 

hours of  training. He 

currently serves as 

a sergeant and K-9 

officer. Campbell said 

his leadership back-

ground includes certi-

fications as a firearms 

instructor and taser 

instructor, as well as 

specialized training as 

part of  the jail’s Spe-

cial Response Team, 

which handles cell 

extractions, search-

es, and high-priority 

transports. He also 

gained administrative 

experience through 

budgeting, employee 

training, and grant 

coordination while 

working with county 

government. If  elect-

ed, Campbell said his 

priorities would focus 

on strengthening se-

curity, transparency, 

and professionalism 

at the Ballard County 

Jail while ensuring 

staff  receive thor-

ough training. He 

also hopes to expand 

community-based and 

educational programs 

for inmates and ex-

plore opportunities to 

house federal inmates 

to help create jobs and 

additional revenue for 

the county. A life-

long Ballard County 

resident, Campbell is 

a 1999 graduate of  Bal-

lard Memorial High 

School. He has served 

more than 15 years in 

volunteer fire service, 

including time as fire 

chief, and spent over 

a decade with the Bal-

lard County Rescue 

Squad. He is the father 

of  two daughters and 

says his commitment 

to community service 

continues to guide his

Lady Bombers End With A 20 Win Season

By: Tim Taylor

Ballard Memorial’s 

lone Lady Bomber 

senior Kate O’Neill 

had a Senior Night to 

remember. She joined 

the 1,000 point club 

late in the 4 th quarter 

in their 61-40 win. She 

had 19 points as the 

Lady Bombers picked 

up their 19 th win of  

the season. Leading by 

one after the opening 

8 minutes, the Lady 

Bombers blew the 

game open in the 2 

nd quarter gaining 

the 37-19 lead at the 

half. O’Neill’s 1,000 th 

point on a trey gave 

the Lady Bombers 

their largest lead at 

58-24. They returned a 

couple nights later for 

their final home game 

of  the season against 

Paduah Tilghman. 

Ballard Memorial 

used a 9-0 run to gain 

a double figure lead 

and held a double 

figure advantage the 

remainder of  the 

night. Their largest 

lead reached 34-14 and 

then finished with a 

50-35 win. It was their 

13 th time in program 

history to reach 20 

wins in a season. 

Tessa Holman had 14 

points, O’Neill scored 

12, and Gracee Beere 

added 10. They ended 

the regular season 

on the road against 

Charleston, MO. Their 

21 st win of  the season 

did not materialize. 

They gave up the 

most points in a single 

game this season, sur-

rendering 58 points 

to the Lady Bluejays. 

They trailed 30-16 at 

the half  but put up 22 

points on the score-

board in the 3 rd quar-

ter to pull within 42-

38. The Lady Bombers 

only scored 3 points 

in the 4 th quarter 

to finish the regular 

season with a 58-41 

loss. They enter the 

3 rd District Tourna-

ment against the host 

Mayfield Lady Car-

dinals. Mayfield won 

2 of  their 3 meetings 

this season. Ballard 

Memorial and May-

field fought through a 

defensive opening half  

of  play that had the 

Lady Bombers leading 

Mayfield 15-12. Tessa 

Holman hit a pair of  

free throws and Beere 

drilled a trey to leave 

the Lady Bomber lead 

at 20-17. Ballard Me-

morial went scoreless 

for around 10 minutes 

and saw their 3 point 

lead turn into a 34-20 

deficit as Mayfield 

went on a 17-0 run. 

The Lady Bombers cut 

the Lady Cards’ lead 

to 34-25, but it would 

not be enough as May-

field ended the Ballard 

Memorial season with 

a 41-27 victory. The 

Lady Bombers end the 

season 20-11and lose 

their lone senior Kate 

O’Neill. They look to 

build on their success 

heading into next 

season.
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By Laurna Todd, 
KPI Writer

Both the Carlisle 

County Lady Comets 

and Comets deliv-

ered commanding 

performances in the 

1st District Tourna-

ment, earning decisive 

victories over Fulton 

County opponents and 

advancing to their re-

spective district cham-

pionship games. The 

Lady Comets defeated 

the Lady Pilots 79–29, 

using balanced scor-

ing and aggressive 

defense to control the 

game from the open-

ing tip. Junior Gracyn 

Edging led Carlisle 

with 14 points, five 

rebounds, and three 

assists while reaching 

a major milestone by 

scoring her 1,000th 

career point during 

the victory. Olivia 

Webb added an all-

around performance 

with 12 points, seven 

rebounds, four as-

sists, and four steals, 

while Abree Warren 

finished with 12 points 

and six rebounds. Ma-

cee Hogancamp con-

tributed 11 points, six 

rebounds, two assists, 

and four steals. Edy 

Bruer added six points 

and eight rebounds, 

while Bella Hoskins 

and Ella Draper each 

scored six points. 

Rylee Lemons re-

corded four points 

and three assists, and 

Lyndee Hogancamp 

added two points, 

three rebounds, and 

two assists. Sara 

Thornbrough finished 

with two points and 

three steals, while 

Karlee Perez and 

Valerie Shields added 

two points each. The 

Lady Comets will play 

in the District Cham-

pionship on Thursday. 

Due to print deadlines, 

coverage of  that game 

will appear in next 

week’s edition. On the 

boys’ side, the Carl-

isle County Comets 

rolled past Fulton City 

with an 85–28 victory, 

showcasing depth and 

defensive pressure 

throughout the con-

test. Jonah Bruer led 

the Comets with 12 

points, two rebounds, 

and two steals. Bren-

nan O’Neill followed 

with 11 points and two 

steals, while Kasen 

Perez added 10 points, 

three rebounds, and 

four assists. Heath 

McBride recorded 

eight points and 10 

rebounds, surpass-

ing the milestone of  

500 career rebounds 

during the win. Myles 

Fourshee and Gage 

Canary each scored 

seven points, while 

Owen Hayden and 

Colton Gibbs added 

six points apiece. 

Maylon Hafford fin-

ished with four points, 

three rebounds, and 

four assists, and 

Camdon Rogers 

added four points and 

three rebounds. Dax 

Garrett contributed 

three points, three 

rebounds, and four 

assists, while Justice 

Gill recorded three 

points, three assists, 

and two steals. Hunter 

Chandler added two 

points, two rebounds, 

four assists, and two 

steals, and Jeremiah 

Neeble finished with 

two points, three 

rebounds, two assists, 

and four steals. The 

Comets advance to 

the District Champi-

onship as postseason 

play continues.

Upcoming Regional 

Tournament Sched-

ule:
• March 2–3: Girls 

First Round — 6:00 

& 7:30 p.m.

• March 4–5: Boys 

First Round — 6:00 

& 7:30 p.m.

• March 6: Girls Semi-

finals — 6:00 & 7:30 

p.m.
• March 7: Boys Semi-

finals — 1:00 & 2:30 

p.m.
• March 7: Girls Fi-

nals — 7:00 p.m.

• March 8: Boys Fi-

nals — 2:00 p.m.

Comets and Lady Comets 

Advance with Dominant 

District Tournament Wins

Carlisle County’s 

Heath McBride (#35) 

reaches a career 

milestone, recording 

his 500th rebound for 

the Comets during 

the season. McBride’s 

effort on the boards 

highlights his lead-

ership and presence 

inside for Carlisle 

County.Carlisle County 

junior Gracyn Edging 

celebrates a milestone 

moment after scoring 

her 1,000th career 

point during the Lady 

Comets’ District Tour-

nament victory over 

Fulton County. Team-

mates and fans recog-

nized the achievement 

as Edging reached the 

career scoring mark 

in the postseason win.
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Allen Claims First, Smith 

Second in Rotary Speech Event

Alumni Dinner & Auction 

Kicks Off Busy FFA Week in 

Graves County

A full slate of  activ-

ities for the Graves 

County FFA chapter 

began with a strong 

show of  community 

support at the annual 

Alumni Dinner and 

Auction. Held Feb-

ruary 17 from 6 to 8 

p.m. at Mako Nesler 

Farms on Haven Road 

in Mayfield, the event 

drew more than 100 

alumni, support-

ers and community 

members. The eve-

ning featured a meal, 

fellowship and a lively 

auction, all benefiting 

the Graves County 

High School agricul-

ture program. Chapter 

leaders expressed 

appreciation to every-

one who attended and 

contributed, noting 

that the continued 

support of  alumni and 

community partners 

makes the success 

of  the agriculture 

department possible. 

“All funds raised will 

directly impact GCHS 

agriculture students,” 

organizers shared. 

“From trip assistance 

and leadership con-

ferences to hands-on 

learning opportunities 

and classroom re-

sources, this support 

helps us provide a 

quality agricultur-

al education.” The 

Alumni Dinner and 

Auction set the tone 

for an especially busy 

and productive FFA 

Week. Later in the 

week, 32 tractors lined 

the school lot for the 

chapter’s annual Trac-

tor Day, showcasing 

the strong agricultural 

roots of  Graves Coun-

ty and highlighting 

the future of  farming 

represented in today’s 

classrooms. Students 

and community mem-

bers proudly displayed 

their equipment as a 

visible reminder of  

agriculture’s impor-

tance to the local 

economy. In addition, 

the chapter hosted its 

second annual Rural 

First Aid and CPR 

Training Program in 

the agriculture shop. 

Thanks to support 

from the Kentucky 

Department of  Agri-

culture and Raising 

Hope, farmers, agri-

business profession-

als and agriculture 

students were able to 

participate at no cost. 

Each participant re-

ceived a First Aid and 

Trauma Response Kit, 

and Graves County 

High School culinary 

students prepared a 

heart-healthy lunch 

for attendees. Mem-

bers of  Graves County 

HOSA also assisted 

by offering free vital 

checks. Organizers say 

the goal of  the week’s 

events is clear — to 

celebrate agriculture, 

strengthen communi-

ty ties and make farm-

ing in Graves County 

safer and stronger for 

future generations.

Graves County 

seniors earned top 

honors during the 

February meeting of  

the Mayfield Rotary 

Club, where Rotary 

Students of  the Month 

participated in the 

club’s annual speech 

competition. Coor-

dinated by Rotarian 

Nate Cox, the contest 

challenged students 

to present speeches 

on the theme, “Ser-

vice To Others Brings 

Happiness.” Each 

participant delivered 

thoughtful remarks 

emphasizing the 

importance of  com-

passion, volunteer-

ism and community 

involvement. Repre-

senting Graves County 

Schools were Miss 

Keile Allen and Mr. 

Landon Smith. Allen 

captured first place 

with an inspiring and 

well-delivered speech 

that highlighted how 

acts of  service posi-

tively impact both the 

giver and the recip-

ient. Smith followed 

with a strong perfor-

mance to earn second 

place, demonstrating 

confidence and a clear 

understanding of  

Rotary’s mission of  

service above self. The 

Rotary Club contin-

ues to play a vital role 

in strengthening the 

Mayfield and Graves 

County community 

through scholarships, 

youth leadership ini-

tiatives, service proj-

ects and school part-

nerships. The annual 

speech contest pro-

vides students with an 

opportunity to develop 

public speaking skills 

while reinforcing the 

values of  civic respon-

sibility and service. 

School officials ex-

pressed appreciation 

to the Mayfield Rotary 

Club for its continued 

investment in local 

students.

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer
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Nestled along 

the banks of  the 

Cumberland River in 

Livingston County, 

Salem, Kentucky, is a 

small town with a rich 

and enduring history. 

Though modest in 

size, Salem has played 

an important role in 

the development of  

western Kentucky, 

shaped by its river 

location, agricultural 

traditions, and 

resilient community 

spirit.

Early Settlement 

and Founding

The area that would 

become Salem was 

first settled in the late 

18th and early 19th 

centuries, as pioneers 

moved westward into 

Kentucky following 

the Revolutionary 

War. Livingston 

County itself  was 

formed in 1798 from 

portions of  Christian 

County, and early 

settlers were drawn 

to the region’s fertile 

soil and access to 

waterways. Salem was 

officially established 

in 1846 and became 

the county seat of  

Livingston County 

the same year. The 

town’s location near 

the Cumberland River 

made it a natural 

hub for trade and 

transportation. The 

river served as a vital 

artery for shipping 

tobacco, corn, 

livestock, and timber 

to larger markets in 

Paducah and beyond. 

The town’s name, 

“Salem,” is believed 

to be derived from 

the Hebrew word 

for peace, a common 

name for American 

communities in the 

19th century.

River Commerce 

and Growth

During the 

19th century, the 

Cumberland River 

defined Salem’s 

economy and daily 

life. Steamboats 

regularly traveled 

the river, carrying 

goods and passengers. 

River commerce 

brought growth and 

opportunity, and 

Salem developed as 

a center of  business, 

law, and government 

for the county. As 

county seat, Salem 

became home to the 

Livingston County 

Courthouse, which 

has stood as a 

symbol of  civic life 

for generations. The 

courthouse square 

served as a gathering 

place for political 

speeches, market 

days, and community 

events. Agriculture 

formed the backbone 

of  the local economy. 

Tobacco, in particular, 

became a major cash 

crop in Livingston 

County, and Salem 

merchants played an 

important role in its 

trade.

The Civil War Era

Like much of  

western Kentucky, 

Salem and Livingston 

County were deeply 

affected by the Civil 

War. Kentucky was 

officially neutral 

at the start of  the 

conflict, but the region 

experienced divided 

loyalties. Both Union 

and Confederate 

forces moved through 

the area due to its 

strategic location 

near rivers and 

transportation routes. 

The war disrupted 

trade and agriculture, 

but Salem endured 

and gradually rebuilt 

in the years following 

the conflict.

20th Century 

Changes
The arrival of  

railroads and 

improved roadways 

in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries 

gradually reduced 

Salem’s dependence 

on river traffic. As 

steamboat travel 

declined, the town 

adapted, continuing 

to serve as the 

governmental and 

commercial center of  

Livingston County. 

Throughout the 

20th century, Salem 

remained a small but 

stable community. 

Farming continued to 

be a major economic 

driver, alongside local 

businesses, public 

service, and small 

industries. The town 

maintained its close-

knit character, with 

schools, churches, and 

civic organizations 

playing central roles 

in community life. 

Electrification, paved 

highways, and modern 

infrastructure 

improved quality of  

life while preserving 

Salem’s rural charm.

Modern Salem

Today, Salem 

remains the county 

seat of  Livingston 

County and serves 

as the heart of  local 

government and 

community activity. 

Though its population 

is small, the town 

continues to reflect 

the values of  its early 

settlers—self-reliance, 

faith, and community 

cooperation. Historic 

buildings, including 

the courthouse 

and surrounding 

structures, offer 

reminders of  

the town’s long 

history. The nearby 

Cumberland River and 

the natural beauty 

of  western Kentucky 

remain defining 

features of  the area. 

Salem’s story is one 

of  steady endurance 

rather than rapid 

expansion—a river 

town that grew from 

frontier beginnings 

into a lasting center of  

civic life in Livingston 

County. Its history 

mirrors that of  many 

small Kentucky 

communities: shaped 

by water, sustained 

by agriculture, tested 

by war and economic 

change, and preserved 

by the dedication of  

its people.

Salem, KY: A River Town 

Rooted in Frontier History
By Scott Waggoner

KPI Writer

February 27th, 2026

Fourth District All-Tournament Team members gather following Calloway County’s 33-31 victory 

over Marshall County in Wednesday night’s championship game. Pictured left to right are Kenzlee 

Terry, Kylee Hines, Rylan Darnall, Olivia Perkins, Addi Wall, Angie Emery, Jaidan Koch, Addison 

Neal, Mayla Smith and Sayler Lowe. Congratulations to Lady Marshals Kenzlee Terry, Rylan 

Darnall and Addi Wall on being named to the All-District Team.

Marshall County Resident Injured from Police Pursuit

Marshall Yards Opens in Calvert City

A Hardin man 

with an active parole 

warrant was arrested 

Tuesday after alleged-

ly leading deputies on 

a pursuit that ended 

in a crash on Moors 

Road, according to 

the Marshall County 

Sheriff’s Office. Depu-

ties reported locating 

Samuel J. Brackett, 

32, at Moors Marina. 

Brackett was wanted 

on a parole violation 

warrant citing alle-

gations that he ab-

sconded supervision, 

left his approved area 

without permission, 

failed to complete re-

quired treatment and 

graduated sanctions, 

and did not report 

to his parole officer 

as directed. When 

deputies entered the 

parking lot at Moors 

Marina, Brackett 

allegedly sped away 

and officers attempt-

ed a traffic stop and 

briefly pursued the 

vehicle. During the 

pursuit, authorities 

said Brackett lost con-

trol and crashed into a 

parked vehicle outside 

a residence on Moors 

Road. The impact 

reportedly pushed the 

parked vehicle into the 

home’s living room. A 

second parked ve-

hicle also sustained 

damage. However, 

one resident suffered 

minor injuries and 

was transported by 

ambulance for treat-

ment. Brackett was 

treated at the scene be-

fore being taken into 

custody. Following an 

investigation, depu-

ties said Brackett was 

found to be impaired 

and in possession of  a 

handgun. In addition 

to being served with 

the parole violation 

warrant, Brackett fac-

es multiple charges, 

including speeding, 

reckless driving, 

first-degree attempted 

assault, first-degree 

fleeing or evading 

police, first-degree 

criminal mischief, pos-

session of  a handgun 

by a convicted felon, 

operating a motor ve-

hicle under the influ-

ence (fourth offense), 

first-degree wanton 

endangerment, failure 

to maintain required 

insurance, second-de-

gree criminal mischief  

and improper registra-

tion plate. The sher-

iff’s office expressed 

appreciation to emer-

gency responders who 

assisted at the scene 

and helped secure the 

damaged home.

Calvert City and 

Marshall County are 

celebrating a ma-

jor milestone with 

the grand opening 

of  Marshall Yards 

Racing & Gaming, a 

new 23,000-square-

foot entertainment 

destination located 

just off  Exit 27 on I-24. 

Community mem-

bers, elected officials 

and business leaders 

gathered for an offi-

cial ribbon cutting 

to mark the opening 

of  the facility, which 

represents a $40–45 

million investment 

by Churchill Downs 

Incorporated. The 

venue features 225 

state-of-the-art histor-

ical racing machines, 

a full-service retail 

sportsbook, simulcast 

wagering, and a vari-

ety of  food and bever-

age options designed 

to create a high-ener-

gy gaming and hospi-

tality experience. In 

addition to expanded 

entertainment offer-

ings, the development 

is expected to deliver 

long-term economic 

benefits to the region. 

Approximately 100 

new local jobs have 

been created, provid-

ing opportunities for 

area residents and 

strengthening Mar-

shall County’s work-

force. Local officials 

say the project will 

also increase tourism 

traffic, generating 

additional revenue for 

nearby restaurants, 

hotels and retail 

businesses. Excite-

ment has continued to 

build since the ribbon 

cutting, with many 

residents and visitors 

eager to experience 

the new venue. Mar-

shall Yards is open 

Sunday through 

Thursday from 9 a.m. 

to 3 a.m., and Friday 

and Saturday from 9 

a.m. to 5 a.m. Leaders 

believe the investment 

signals continued 

growth for Calvert 

City and positions the 

community as a pre-

mier entertainment 

destination in western 

Kentucky for years to 

come.

By Kelsey Edwards

KPI Editor

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

Marshall County Fiscal Court Discusses Ky 

House Bill 557; Accepts Bids

A vandalism in-

cident at a county 

park and a resolution 

supporting changes to 

how the state reim-

burses county jails 

dominated the discus-

sion at the February 

17, 2026 meeting of  

the Marshall Coun-

ty Fiscal Court. The 

meeting began with 

Roger Ford, the Jailer, 

presenting the jail’s 

annual policies and 

procedures for approv-

al. With no revisions 

from the previous 

year, the court unan-

imously approved 

them. Ford then went 

on to raise concerns 

about Kentucky 

House Bill 557, where 

legislation aimed at 

addressing the finan-

cial strain on county 

jails that house state 

inmates. He said rising 

operational costs, 

which he estimated 

have increased by 76% 

statewide over the 

past six years, have 

not been matched by 

higher reimbursement 

rates from the state. 

Ford noted that while 

state penitentiaries 

reportedly spend 

about $80 per inmate 

per day, counties are 

reimbursed only $35. 

Monti Collins, the Dis-

trict 3 Commissioner, 

cited documentation 

indicating that the 

average cost to county 

jails across Kentucky 

is $63.44 per inmate 

per day. Under HB 557, 

counties would receive 

payment for inmates 

serving time after 

sentencing, and reim-

bursement rates could 

be negotiated individ-

ually. Collins stated 

that of  the 60 inmates 

currently housed in 

the Marshall County 

Jail, 55 would qualify 

as “pre-adjudicated 

state inmates” under 

the bill’s criteria. 

Based on that figure, 

he estimated the coun-

ty could have received 

roughly $700,000 more 

per year from the 

state funds that would 

significantly ease 

pressure on the coun-

ty’s general budget. 

The fiscal court went 

on to unanimously 

approve a resolution 

supporting the bill 

and commended State 

Rep. Chris Freeland 

for co-sponsoring the 

measure. Next up, 

Kevin Spraggs, the 

Judge Executive of  

the county, addressed 

an early-morning 

vandalism incident 

at Veterans Plaza in 

Mike Miller County 

Park. He stated, “I’m 

a little upset this 

morning, the vandal-

ism bothers me, but 

it really bothers me 

when they vandalize 

our veterans plaza.” 

Sheriff  Matt Hilbrecht 

reported that deputies 

responded around 3 

a.m. to a call about a 

fourwheeler inside the 

park. Two juveniles, 

who were 16 and 17 

years old, were tak-

en into custody after 

attempting to flee on 

foot. According to 

Hilbrecht, the sus-

pects damaged one of  

the soldier statues at 

the plaza, removing 

the head, an arm and 

a firearm from the 

figure. The teens were 

transported to the Mc-

Cracken County Juve-

nile Detention Center. 

Due to them being 

minors, no additional 

identifying details 

were released. In other 

fiscal court business, 

the court accepted the 

lone bid from Murtco 

to replace an HVAC 

unit at the county’s 

judicial building. 

One of  the unit’s two 

compressors failed in 

December. Spraggs 

said replacement 

approval from the 

Administrative Of-

fice of  the Courts is 

pending but expected. 

The court also ap-

proved renovations 

to the Property Valu-

ation Administration 

office, with Spraggs 

noting that the work 

will not involve major 

structural, plumbing 

or electrical modifi-

cations. Additionally, 

commissioners accept-

ed a $21,500 bid from 

Matt Thompson Mow-

ing Service for county 

mowing services. The 

fiscal court later en-

tered executive session 

to discuss litigation 

and personnel matters 

to which no action was 

taken upon returning 

to open session. The 

next scheduled fiscal 

court meeting is set 

for March 3, 2026.
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AG secures guilty plea, nearly $71,000 restitution 

in Hopkins County Medicaid fraud case

FRANKFORT, Ky. 

— Attorney General 

Russell Coleman 

announced today 

an investigation 

by the Attorney 

General’s Office of  

Medicaid Fraud and 

Abuse Control led 

to the conviction of  

a southern Indiana 

woman who stole 

thousands of  dollars 

from Kentucky’s 

Medicaid program.

Sylvia Townsend-

Marlow, 56, of  

Corydon, Indiana 

pleaded guilty to 

a total of  seven 

felonies related 

to defrauding 

Kentucky’s Medicaid 

program. According 

to an investigation 

by the AG’s 

Medicaid Fraud 

and Abuse Control, 

Townsend-Marlow 

received nearly 

$71,000 in payments 

from Medicaid 

by submitting 

fraudulent 

timesheets to 

Kentucky’s Cabinet 

for Health and 

Family Services. The 

abuse happened over 

a two-year period.

Townsend-Marlow 

pled guilty in 

Hopkins County 

Circuit Court to two 

counts of  Presenting 

Fraudulent 

Claims to Defraud 

Kentucky’s 

Medical Assistance 

Program (Class D 

Felony) and five 

counts of  Criminal 

Possession of  a 

Forged Instrument 

in the Second Degree 

(Class D Felony). 

The judge sentenced 

Townsend-Marlow to 

five years’ probation 

and ordered her to 

pay restitution in the 

amount of  $70,838.91.

“Every dollar 

stolen through 

Medicaid fraud 

is a dollar taken 

from someone in 

need and those who 

commit fraud must 

and will be held 

accountable,” said 

Attorney General 

Coleman.
The AG’s Office 

of  Medicaid Fraud 

and Abuse Control 

investigated the case. 

Assistant Attorney 

General Michael 

Brophy prosecuted 

the case on behalf  of  

the Commonwealth.

The Kentucky 

Attorney General’s 

Office of  Medicaid 

Fraud and Abuse 

Control receives 

75 percent of  its 

funding from the 

U.S. Department of  

Health and Human 

Services under 

a grant award 

totaling $7,221,026 

for the federal 

fiscal year (FY) 

2026. 25 percent of  

that grant, totaling 

$1,805,254 for FY 

2026, is funded by the 

Commonwealth of  

Kentucky.
To file a Medicaid 

fraud or abuse 

complaint, 

visit ag.ky.gov/

Medicaidfraud or 

call the Medicaid 

Fraud and 

Abuse Hotline at 

1-877-ABUSE TIP (1-

877-228-7384).

FRANKFORT 

– The Kentucky 

Agricultural 

Finance Corp. 

(KAFC) approved 18 

agricultural loans 

totaling $3,713,010.50 

for projects across 

the Commonwealth 

today at its monthly 

board meeting.

Agricultural 

Infrastructure Loan 

Program (AILP)

Two Agricultural 

Infrastructure loans 

totaling up to $500,000 

were approved. Loan 

recipients were in 

Fulton ($250,000) 

and Union ($250,000) 

counties.
KAFC participates 

with lenders to 

provide financing to 

producers making 

capital expenditures 

for agricultural 

projects through 

the AILP. Eligible 

projects include 

permanent farm 

structures with 

attached equipment 

that improves the 

profitability of  

farming operations. 

Producers may be 

eligible for up to 

$250,000 not to exceed 

50 percent of  the 

project.

Beginning Farmer 

Loan Program 

(BFLP)
Twelve Beginning 

Farmer loans totaling 

up to $2,438,010.50 

were approved. Loan 

recipients were in 

Barren ($250,000 

and $250,000), 

Breckinridge 

($100,000), Caldwell 

($125,000), Harrison 

($250,000), Hopkins 

($175,000), LaRue 

($115,510.50), McLean 

($172,500), Meade 

($250,000), Mercer 

($250,000), Todd 

($250,000), and 

Warren ($250,000) 

counties.
The BFLP is 

designed to assist 

individuals with 

some farming 

experience who 

desire to develop, 

expand, or buy into 

a farming operation. 

Beginning farmers 

may qualify for 

financing to purchase 

livestock, equipment, 

or agriculture 

facilities; to secure 

permanent working 

capital; for the 

Kentucky Agricultural 

Finance Corp. 

approves more than 

$3.7 million in loans
Financing bolsters beef, 

horticulture, poultry, and grain 

farmers across the state

see LOANS,
Back page

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT, Ky. 

(KT) – Kentucky 

drivers can show 

their support of  the 

state’s agriculture 

community with 

a new “Friends 

of  Agriculture” 

license plate, which 

is now available 

for all vehicles, 

Commissioner 

of  Agriculture 

Jonathan Shell 

has announced on 

Thursday.
“Kentucky 

is beautiful, 

and Kentucky 

agriculture is a 

special way of  

life for many,” 

Shell said. “This 

new plate allows 

everyone to 

showcase their 

appreciation for 

farming and all it 

brings to this state 

and community. 

It’s a simple way 

to show your pride 

and enthusiasm for 

the agricultural 

lifestyle.”
The new plate 

was made possible 

by passage 

of  House Bill 

157, which was 

sponsored by Reps. 

Ken Upchurch, 

R-Monticello; 

Adam Moore, 

D-Lexington; and 

Mitch Whitaker, 

R-Fleming-Neon. 

It was enacted 

during the 2025 

legislative session 

and expanded the 

eligibility for an 

agriculture special 

license plate. 

Before its passage, 

the previous 

agricultural special 

license plate was 

only available 

to those with a 

qualified farm 

vehicle.
The “Friends of  

Agriculture” plate 

does not replace 

the farm plate. 

The new plate is 

an additional way 

for individuals 

to show their 

pride in Kentucky 

agriculture, but 

don’t qualify for 

the farm plate.

FFA and 4-H 

members from 

across the state 

submitted designs 

for the new plate. 

The final plate 

design features 

a scenic rolling 

hills farmland 

highlighted with an 

image of  the flag of  

the United States in 

the corner.

The design was 

inspired by the 

submitted artwork 

from two students, 

Caden Penn, a 

sophomore and 

FFA member at 

Crittenden County 

High School, and 

Alyssa Woodard, 

a sophomore 

and FFA and 4-H 

Club member of  

Henderson County 

High School. Each 

student received 

a $250 award for 

their winning 

submission.

The purchase 

and renewal of  

the special license 

plate include a 

$10 fee that will 

go into the “Ag 

Tag” fund and be 

divided equally 

among Kentucky 

4-H, Kentucky FFA 

and the Kentucky 

Department of  

Agriculture (KDA), 

the organizations 

that provide 

for Kentucky’s 

agricultural future.

The new plate, 

which can be 

personalized, 

is available for 

purchase at County 

Clerk offices 

across the state or 

on the Kentucky 

Transportation 

Cabinet’s website.

‘Friends of Agriculture’ license 

plate now available for purchase

Friday, February 27, 2026

AG secures guilty plea, nearly 

$71,000 restitution in Hopkins 

County Medicaid fraud case

FRANKFORT, Ky. 

— Attorney General 

Russell Coleman 

announced today 

an investigation 

by the Attorney 

General’s Office of  

Medicaid Fraud and 

Abuse Control led 

to the conviction of  

a southern Indiana 

woman who stole 

thousands of  dollars 

from Kentucky’s 

Medicaid program.

Sylvia Townsend-

Marlow, 56, of  

Corydon, Indiana 

pleaded guilty to a 

total of  seven felonies 

related to defrauding 

Kentucky’s Medicaid 

program. According to 

an investigation by the 

AG’s Medicaid Fraud 

and Abuse Control, 

Townsend-Marlow 

received nearly 

$71,000 in payments 

from Medicaid by 

submitting fraudulent 

timesheets to 

Kentucky’s Cabinet 

for Health and Family 

Services. The abuse 

happened over a two-

year period.

Townsend-Marlow 

pled guilty in Hopkins 

County Circuit Court 

to two counts of  

Presenting Fraudulent 

Claims to Defraud 

Kentucky’s Medical 

Assistance Program 

(Class D Felony) and 

five counts of  Criminal 

Possession of  a Forged 

Instrument in the 

Second Degree (Class 

D Felony). The judge 

sentenced Townsend-

Marlow to five years’ 

probation and ordered 

her to pay restitution 

in the amount of  

$70,838.91.
“Every dollar stolen 

through Medicaid 

fraud is a dollar taken 

from someone in need 

and those who commit 

fraud must and will 

be held accountable,” 

said Attorney General 

Coleman.
The AG’s Office 

of  Medicaid Fraud 

and Abuse Control 

investigated the case. 

Assistant Attorney 

General Michael 

Brophy prosecuted the 

case on behalf  of  the 

Commonwealth.

The Kentucky 

Attorney General’s 

Office of  Medicaid 

Fraud and Abuse 

Control receives 

75 percent of  its 

funding from the U.S. 

Department of  Health 

and Human Services 

under a grant award 

totaling $7,221,026 

for the federal fiscal 

year (FY) 2026. 25 

percent of  that grant, 

totaling $1,805,254 for 

FY 2026, is funded by 

the Commonwealth of  

Kentucky.
To file a Medicaid 

fraud or abuse 

complaint, visit ag.ky.

gov/Medicaidfraud 

or call the Medicaid 

Fraud and 

Abuse Hotline at 

1-877-ABUSE TIP (1-

877-228-7384).

Hopkinsville, KY 

– Mayor James R. 

Knight Jr. is inviting 

Christian County  

residents and business 

owners who are 18 

years of  age or older 

to apply for the 2026 

City of   Hopkinsville 

Diplomat Program, 

a civic engagement 

initiative designed 

to strengthen 

connections  between 

residents and city 

government. 

Now entering its 

eighth program year, 

the City Diplomat 

Program offers 

participants an in-

depth look  at how the 

City of  Hopkinsville 

operates. Through a 

series of  interactive 

sessions, participants 

will  engage directly 

with city departments, 

learn how key 

services are delivered, 

and gain a better  

understanding of  the 

decisions that shape 

their community. 

“The City Diplomat 

Program continues to 

be a meaningful way 

for residents to learn 

how their city  works 

and how they can play 

a role in its future,” 

said Mayor Knight. 

“Each year, we see 

participants  become 

more informed, 

more engaged, and 

more invested in 

Hopkinsville. We look 

forward to  welcoming 

a new group of  city 

diplomats in 2026.” 

Sessions will be held 

at 6:00 p.m. on April 2, 

May 6, June 4, July 2, 

and September 3. 

Applications must 

be submitted by 4:30 

p.m. on Friday, March 

13, 2026. Applications 

are available at  

the Hopkinsville 

Municipal Center 

and online at www.

hoptown.org/

diplomat. Completed  

applications may be 

submitted by email to 

diane.turner@h-ky.us, 

in person, or by mail 

to: 
Hopkinsville 

Municipal Center 

Attn: Diane Turner, 

Administrative 

Assistant  
715 South Virginia 

Street 
Hopkinsville, KY 

42240

Applicants will 

be notified of  their 

status by email no 

later than March 

20, 2026. Individuals 

not  selected for this 

session may be placed 

on a waiting list for 

future opportunities. 

For more 

information, visit 

www.hoptown.org/

diplomat or contact 

Diane Turner at  

diane.turner@h-ky.us 

or (270) 887-4000. 

Mayor Knight announces 2026 

City Diplomat Program 
Invites community members to apply

By Daynnah Carmona

Christian County Now

Special to West KY News

HOPKINSVILLE, 

KY (CHRISTIAN 

COUNTY NOW) 

– The Hopkinsville-

Christian County 

Downtown Farmers 

Market is planning to 

continue for the 2026 

season despite ending 

several weeks early 

last year. There will be 

one significant change 

moving forward, with 

the market now to be 

held every Saturday 

morning from 8 

a.m. until noon. 

Previously, markets 

were regularly held on 

Thursday evenings.

“Last year we had a 

Saturday market once 

a month, but this year 

the vendors felt the 

market would gain 

more traction if  it 

was every Saturday,” 

said Emalee Hudson 

with the farmers 

market. She added 

that they may have an 

occasional Thursday 

market in conjunction 

with events from 

the Downtown 

Entertainment 

District.
In 2025, produce in 

Christian County was 

negatively impacted 

by weather, beginning 

with the floods 

during the spring and 

ending with a major 

heatwave. This left 

the only participating 

produce vendor with 

nothing to sell.

Vendor recruitment 

plans, importance of  

supporting the market

While planning 

efforts include 

recruiting more 

produce vendors, 

Hudson explained that 

ideally, they would 

have a good balance 

between produce and 

other vendors who 

may be selling baked 

goods, handmade 

items, flowers and 

more.
“This year our 

market plans to have 

produce that is picked 

and immediately 

sold, freshly made 

baked goods, and 

much more. For 

our customers, this 

ensures they receive 

the highest quality 

items,” she told 

Christian County 

Now. “By supporting 

our market, you 

are making a direct 

impact on the 

community and 

the local economy. 

Showing your support 

for the market, is 

showing support for 

Hopkinsville.”

A vendor interest 

meeting was held 

in February to get 

a feel for who may 

be participating. 

They are tentatively 

planning on starting 

the season on May 

2 through Sept. 26. 

They will officially 

begin recruiting 

vendors once their 

applications are 

finalized within the 

next few weeks.

Downtown Hopkinsville Farmers Market, July 7, 2023. (Wesley Irvin)

Downtown farmers market shifts 

to Saturday for 2026 season

By Daynnah Carmona

Christian County Now

Special to West KY News

OAK GROVE, KY 

(CHRISTIAN COUNTY 

NOW) – Interstate 24 

will be reduced to one 

lane in both directions 

starting in March as 

a contractor working 

for the Kentucky 

Transportation Cabinet 

initiates a repair 

project.
Initial work will 

impact a five-mile 

section of  the east 

and westbound lanes 

of  I-24 between the 

Christian County interstate repairs may 

impact traffic for up to 6 months

Source: Christian County Now

see TRAFFIC, 
Back page
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Will Walker, NP, returns 

to DCH Core Center 

as DCH reshapes 

orthopaedic service line

WASHINGTON, Ind. 

– Daviess Community 

Hospital is pleased to 

announce that Will 

Walker, NP, will return 

to the CORE Center as 

an orthopaedic nurse 

practitioner beginning 

Monday, May 4, further 

strengthening the hospital’s 

growing musculoskeletal 

service line encompassing 

orthopaedics, 

interventional pain 

management, and surgical 

podiatry.
Walker, a longtime 

member of  the DCH family, 

originally joined the CORE 

Center’s Orthopaedic 

team in November 2022 

before serving patients 

in cardiology at the DCH 

Specialty Clinic. His return 

marks an important step in 

the continued expansion of  

musculoskeletal services at 

the CORE Center.

“I’m excited to return to 

orthopaedics at the CORE 

Center,” Walker said. 

“Helping patients recover 

from injury, manage joint 

pain, and regain mobility is 

incredibly rewarding. The 

collaborative team here 

makes it possible to provide 

coordinated, patient-

centered care that truly 

improves quality of  life.”

Located at 421 E. Van 

Trees St. in Washington, 

the CORE Center brings 

rehabilitation therapies, 

orthopaedics, pain 

management, podiatry 

and advanced imaging 

together under one roof. 

Orthopaedics and sports 

medicine services, as well 

as pain management and 

podiatry, are located on the 

second floor, where patients 

receive expert evaluation, 

non-surgical care and, 

when necessary, surgical 

coordination close to home.

His return coincides with 

the reshaping of  services at 

the CORE Center, including 

DCH’s partnership with 

Tri-State Orthopaedics to 

provide pain management 

and surgical podiatry 

on site. By consolidating 

these services in 

one location, DCH is 

enhancing convenience 

and coordination for 

patients seeking relief  from 

musculoskeletal conditions.

“The CORE Center 

was designed to provide 

comprehensive care in 

one convenient location,” 

Walker said. “From same-

day X-rays to therapy 

and specialty procedures, 

patients don’t have to travel 

far to receive high-quality 

orthopaedic care.”

Appointments with 

Will Walker, NP, in 

Orthopaedics at the CORE 

Center may be scheduled by 

calling (812) 254-2663.

 About Daviess 

Community Hospital

Daviess Community 

Hospital (DCH) stands as 

a beacon of  health and 

wellness in southwestern 

Indiana. Serving the region 

with one 48-bed hospital, 

seven specialty clinics, 

and seven outpatient 

clinics, DCH is dedicated 

to providing top-tier 

medical care. Nestled in 

Washington, Indiana, 

this not-for-profit health 

system is one of  the area’s 

largest private employers, 

boasting a team of  over 400 

passionate professionals. 

DCH is unwavering in its 

mission to improving the 

health of  the people of  

the communities it serves 

not only by delivering 

excellent medical care, but 

also ensuring accessibility, 

promoting healthy living, 

and collaborating with 

local agencies to address 

community health needs. 

DCH is committed to being 

the healthcare provider 

of  choice, continuously 

striving for excellence and 

innovation. Discover more 

about DCH’s services and 

commitment to health at 

dchosp.org.

Evansville – The 

Evansville Vanderburgh 

Public Library Foundation 

will hold their annual 

Spring Mini Book Sale on 

Saturday, March 7 and 

Sunday, March 8.

The sale will take place 

in the Browning Rooms at 

EVPL Central. Hours of  the 

sale are Saturday from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday 

from 1 to 3 p.m.

Thousands of  items, 

including books, movies, 

and CDs, will be available 

for purchase, mostly 

ranging between 50 cents 

and $2; some specialty 

items will be more than 

$2. A credit card payment 

option will be available 

with a minimum purchase 

of  $10.
Proceeds from this sale 

support library programs 

and services, collections, 

staff  engagement, and 

special library projects and 

initiatives such as SPEAK.

The EVPL Foundation 

will host two more book 

sales this year. The large 

Summer Book Sale will 

be held August 1 and 2 at 

Washington Square, and 

the Fall Mini Book Sale will 

be held November 14 and 

15, also in the Browning 

Rooms at EVPL Central.

The Evansville 

Vanderburgh Public 

Library Foundation 

is 501(c)3 established 

to support Evansville 

Vanderburgh Public 

Library. Foundation Board 

Members are engaged 

and activated community 

members. Working in 

partnership with Library 

Leadership and Library 

Trustees, Foundation 

Board Members support 

the Library through 

fundraising, volunteering, 

and advocacy.

The Evansville 

Vanderburgh Public 

Library has served 

our community for 

more than a century. 

With eight locations 

throughout Vanderburgh 

County, immediate 

access to millions of  

digital resources, and a 

dedicated team of  library 

professionals, EVPL strives 

to create opportunities 

for you to discover, 

explore, and connect with 

your library. For more 

information, visit evpl.org.

Dubois County Recorder’s Office announces 

rewards Program for veterans

Free service will provide veterans with discounts and incentives at local businesses

JASPER, IN - The 

Dubois County Recorder’s 

Office, in partnership 

with Fidlar Technologies, 

is announcing a new 

service for veterans, 

called Honor Rewards. 

With Honor Rewards, 

veterans can sign up in 

person or online to receive 

an Honor Rewards card 

that qualifies them for 

discounts and incentives at 

participating businesses in 

the community.

The service is being 

made available at no cost 

to the county and its 

taxpayers, according to 

Dubois County Recorder 

Jackie McPherron.

To sign up, a veteran 

can simply visit www.

honorrewards.com, click 

on Dubois County, and 

fill out the form. An 

individual also can fill 

out the form in person by 

visiting the Recorder’s 

Office in the courthouse 

during business hours. 

The service is free and, 

after signing up, the 

veteran can expect to 

receive the Honor Rewards 

card in the mail in 1-2 

weeks.
Local businesses and 

retailers can participate in 

the service by contacting 

the Recorder’s Office or 

by using the Business 

Sign-Up link at www.

honorrewards.com. 

Participating businesses 

will be listed on the Honor 

Rewards website for 

Dubois County, provided 

to veterans who receive an 

Honor Rewards card, and 

mentioned in mailings to 

Honor Rewards members. 

In addition, the 

Recorder’s Office will 

provide participating 

businesses with 

marketing materials 

such as door stickers and 

flyers to promote their 

involvement.

To launch the Honor 

Rewards program, Dubois 

County Recorder Jackie 

McPherron and Deputy 

Recorder Tammy Guth will 

host a news conference on 

Monday, March 2, from 9 

to 10 a.m. at the Dubois 

County Annex, located on 

the square in Jasper.

For more information, 

contact the Recorder’s 

Office at 812-481-7067 or 

visit www.honorrewards.

com.

Will Walker, NP

EVPL Foundation hosting 

annual Spring Mini Book Sale

EVPL  Facebook photo



The Huntingburg Police 

Department recently 

partnered with the 

Indiana State Police 

and the Southwest 

Dubois County School 

Corporation to help keep 

our youngest community 

members safe!

Huntingburg Police Department 
photo
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Dubois County 

Recorder’s Office 

announces rewards 

Program for veterans

Free service will provide 

veterans with discounts 

and incentives at local 

businesses

JASPER, IN - The 

Dubois County 

Recorder’s Office, 

in partnership with 

Fidlar Technologies, 

is announcing a new 

service for veterans, 

called Honor 

Rewards. With Honor 

Rewards, veterans 

can sign up in person 

or online to receive 

an Honor Rewards 

card that qualifies 

them for discounts 

and incentives 

at participating 

businesses in the 

community.

The service is being 

made available at no 

cost to the county 

and its taxpayers, 

according to Dubois 

County Recorder 

Jackie McPherron.

To sign up, 

a veteran can 

simply visit www.

honorrewards.com, 

click on Dubois 

County, and fill 

out the form. An 

individual also can 

fill out the form in 

person by visiting 

the Recorder’s Office 

in the courthouse 

during business 

hours. The service is 

free and, after signing 

up, the veteran can 

expect to receive the 

Honor Rewards card 

in the mail in 1-2 

weeks.
Local businesses 

and retailers can 

participate in the 

service by contacting 

the Recorder’s 

Office or by using 

the Business Sign-

Up link at www.

honorrewards.

com. Participating 

businesses will be 

listed on the Honor 

Rewards website 

for Dubois County, 

provided to veterans 

who receive an 

Honor Rewards card, 

and mentioned in 

mailings to Honor 

Rewards members. 

In addition, the 

Recorder’s Office will 

provide participating 

businesses with 

marketing materials 

such as door stickers 

and flyers to promote 

their involvement.

To launch the 

Honor Rewards 

program, Dubois 

County Recorder 

Jackie McPherron 

and Deputy 

Recorder Tammy 

Guth will host a 

news conference on 

Monday, March 2, 

from 9 to 10 a.m. at 

the Dubois County 

Annex, located on the 

square in Jasper.

For more 

information, contact 

the Recorder’s Office 

at 812-481-7067 or visit 

www.honorrewards.

com.

EVANSVILLE, IND. 

— The University of  

Evansville (UE) is 

proud to host the first-

ever Evansville Civics 

Bee, in partnership 

with the Evansville 

Regional Economic 

Partnership (E-REP) 

and U.S. Chamber 

of  Commerce 

Foundation, marking 

the inaugural Civics 

Bee in Southern 

Indiana. This live 

event, part of  the 2026 

National Civics Bee, 

will take place on 

Thursday, April 30, 

2026, at 9:00 a.m. in 

Hyde Hall, Shanklin 

Theatre.
The National Civics 

Bee is a nonpartisan, 

nationwide 

competition 

designed to engage 

middle school 

students in civics, 

critical thinking, 

and community 

involvement. Students 

in grades 6-8 are 

invited to submit 

a four-paragraph 

essay proposing a 

solution to improve 

their community. 

Top finalists will 

advance to a live quiz 

competition, with 

prizes including a 

$5,000 donation to the 

winning student’s 

school, as well as 

recognition at the 

state and national 

levels. This initiative 

strengthens civic 

knowledge while 

developing writing, 

public speaking, 

and problem-solving 

skills.

“Changing lives and 

changing the world 

starts with engaged, 

informed citizens,” 

said Christopher 

Pietruszkiewicz, 

President of  the 

University of  

Evansville. “By 

hosting the first-ever 

Civics Bee in Southern 

Indiana, we are 

empowering young 

learners to recognize 

the difference they 

can make in their 

communities while 

building the skills 

and confidence to 

be engaged, active 

participants in 

democracy.”

“Hosting the first-

ever Civics Bee in 

Southern Indiana is 

exactly the kind of  

unique opportunity 

that strengthens a 

region,” said Kara 

Yates, Executive 

Director of  Workforce 

& Education at E-REP. 

“When students 

learn how their 

communities work, 

they’re more prepared 

to lead, serve, and 

improve the place 

they call home.

“As we approach 

America’s 250th 

anniversary, we 

have a powerful 

opportunity - and 

responsibility - to 

reignite civic learning 

across the country,” 

said Hilary Crow, 

vice president of  

civics at the U.S. 

Chamber Foundation. 

“Our hope is that 

the National Civics 

Bee inspires more 

schools to prioritize 

civics education, 

equipping young 

people with a deeper 

understanding of  how 

our government and 

democracy work - and 

the essential role they 

play in strengthening 

their communities 

and our nation.”

Students and 

families interested 

can learn more 

at https://civics.

uschamberfoundation.

org/national-civics-

bee/.
The University of  

Evansville is a private, 

comprehensive 

university with a 

solid foundation in 

the arts and sciences 

and professional 

schools in business, 

engineering, 

education, and 

health sciences. 

Established in 1854, 

UE is recognized 

across the globe for 

its rich tradition of  

innovative, academic 

excellence and 

dynamic campus 

community of  

#Changemakers.

Home of  the Purple 

Aces, UE is located 

in the southwestern 

region of  Indiana and 

offers over 75 majors, 

17 Division I sports, 

and a unique study 

abroad experience 

at Harlaxton, the 

University’s very 

own Victorian 

manor located in 

the countryside of  

England. For more 

information, please 

visit evansville.edu.

UE and the U.S. Chamber Foundation partner to bring 

the 2026 National Civics Bee to Southern Indiana

Saint Meinrad 

Archabbey Library 

Gallery, St. Meinrad, 

IN, will host an 

exhibit of  paintings 

and drawings by Bill 

Whorrall from March 

2 – April 14, 2026.

Whorrall 

creates art in a 

variety of  media 

including sculpture, 

collage, drawing, 

photography, and 

painting. Each 

medium is adapted to 

a particular interest. 

This exhibit, entitled 

“Living in Indiana,” 

focuses on his ink 

drawings executed on 

location and on his 

acrylic paintings.

The ink drawings 

exemplify Whorrall’s 

interest in rendering 

depth on a flat 

surface. He uses 

sticks found on the 

ground at the site to 

apply the ink.

His paintings 

often begin with 

a photograph. 

Whorrall likes 

to work fast, and 

acrylics allow for 

quick changes and 

lend themselves to 

spontaneity.

Born in 1943, 

Whorrall resides 

in Shoals, Indiana, 

where he works as 

a full-time artist. 

He earned an 

M.F.A. from Indiana 

University in 1986. 

After teaching 

art in Shoals and 

Jasper, and running 

workshops as far 

away as Australia, 

he now volunteers in 

the local elementary 

school. He explains, 

“I believe we were 

all put here to be 

creative and help 

others be creative.”

Indiana University 

has almost 200 of  

Whorrall’s works, 

which are placed 

on their campuses 

throughout the state.

For library hours, 

call (812) 357-6401 

or (800) 987-7311, or 

visit the Archabbey 

Library’s website: 

https://www.

saintmeinrad.edu/

library/library-

hours/.
The exhibit is 

free and open to the 

public. Those wishing 

to view the exhibit 

may want to arrive 

at least 30 minutes 

before closing time.

Artwork by artist Bill Whorrall titled “Friction Yard.”

Archabbey Library Gallery to host an exhibit 

of paintings and drawings by Bill Whorrall

Your health and diabetes education class

Jasper – Discovering 

the diagnosis of  

diabetes can be 

overwhelming. 

Deaconess Memorial 

Medical Center wants 

to support you in 

this transition of  

lifestyle, and sponsors 

a continuing education 

group for persons with 

diabetes, pre-diabetes, 

or anyone who is 

interested in learning 

about the disease. 

This support group is 

held the third Monday 

of  each month and 

provides knowledge 

to help you feel more 

secure, manage 

problems, and avoid 

hospitalization for 

diabetes-related issues.  

The next meeting will 

be Monday, March 

16 2026, from 2:00 

pm- 3:00 pm p.m. on 

the 3rd floor of  the 

Barrett Building at 

Deaconess Memorial, 

on 800 West 9th Street 

in Jasper. For more 

information, please 

contact Deaconess 

Memorial Medical 

Center’s Diabetes 

Management and 

Prevention Services at 

812-996-0521.
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Marion Community 

School of the Arts 

awarded IYI Well-

Being Project Grant
Marion, Indiana — 

Marion Community 

School of  the Arts (CSA) 

is proud to announce 

that it has been awarded 

the IYI Well-Being 

Project Grant to support 

a comprehensive 

Diversity, Equity, 

Inclusion, and Belonging 

(DEIB) initiative across 

the organization.

This grant will 

allow CSA to take 

intentional steps toward 

strengthening equitable 

access, representation, 

and participation in its 

arts education programs, 

pre-professional 

theatre company, and 

community theatre 

offerings. As an 

organization committed 

to serving the entire 

Marion community, 

CSA recognizes the 

importance of  ensuring 

that its policies, 

leadership structures, 

and classroom practices 

reflect and respond to 

the diverse populations it 

serves.
Through this 

initiative, CSA will 

partner with Lark 

Song, a local consulting 

group specializing in 

organizational DEIB 

strategy and capacity 

building. Lark Song will 

guide CSA through a 

structured process that 

includes staff  and board 

training, a review of  

organizational policies 

and procedures, and the 

development of  a formal 

DEIB Policy Framework 

to guide future decision-

making.
“This work is essential 

to who we are and who 

we aspire to be,” said 

Shelly Inskeep, Executive 

Director of  Marion 

Community School of  

the Arts. “At this time 

in our community and 

in our broader cultural 

landscape, it is more 

important than ever 

that arts organizations 

lead with intentionality, 

accountability, and 

compassion. Our mission 

is to make excellence 

in arts education and 

enrichment accessible 

to all. This initiative 

ensures that we are not 

only saying those words, 

but building the systems 

and structures to truly 

live them out.”

The grant-supported 

work will focus on:

Providing DEIB 

training for staff, 

faculty, and board 

members to build shared 

understanding and 

practical skills

Reviewing and 

strengthening hiring, 

recruitment, outreach, 

and governance policies

Establishing 

measurable goals and 

accountability structures 

to ensure long-term 

sustainability

Enhancing community 

engagement efforts to 

increase participation 

from historically 

underrepresented 

groups
Megan Gilmore, 

Executive Director at 

Lark’s Song, emphasized 

the significance of  this 

partnership:

“The DEIB initiative 

at CSA is a responsive, 

brave, and necessary 

work in our community, 

and we cannot wait for 

the impact both on our 

community and on the 

organization as a whole. 

Our Culture Care wing 

at Lark’s Song exists to 

co-create transformative 

systemic change that 

requires the kind of  

humility, preparation, 

and investment that 

Community School of  

the Arts is displaying 

by pursuing a higher 

level of  accountability 

when it comes to access, 

inclusivity, and equity.”

The initiative is 

designed not as a one-

time project, but as a 

long-term investment 

in organizational 

learning and growth. 

By embedding DEIB 

principles into its 

strategic planning and 

evaluation processes, 

CSA aims to foster a 

culture where equity and 

belonging are central to 

all aspects of  its mission.

Community 

Participation Invited

As part of  this work, 

CSA is expanding 

its DEIB Committee 

and is seeking 

community members 

who are invested 

in arts education 

and enrichment—

particularly individuals 

representing diverse 

populations within 

Marion—to participate 

in committee efforts.

CSA welcomes 

individuals who are 

passionate about 

increasing access to 

the arts, strengthening 

inclusive practices, and 

helping ensure that all 

community members 

feel seen, valued, and 

represented. Committee 

members will collaborate 

with CSA leadership to 

provide insight, share 

lived experiences, and 

help shape policies and 

outreach strategies that 

reflect the needs of  the 

broader community.

Those interested 

in learning more 

about serving on the 

DEIB Committee are 

encouraged to contact 

CSA directly.

By undertaking this 

initiative, CSA reaffirms 

its commitment to 

making high-quality arts 

education accessible and 

welcoming to all and to 

serving as a responsive 

and inclusive leader 

within the Marion 

community.

For more information 

about CSA and its 

programs, visit www.csa-

marion.com.

Rita Koch spoke to a group of listeners at her book signing at the Upland 

Public Library Saturday. More photos on page 5.

Shooting invesigation in Marion

On February 25, 

2026, at approximately 

5:58 a.m., the Grant 

County Sheriff’s 

Office responded to a 

reported shooting at 

135 N 700E, Marion, 

Indiana. 
Deputies responded 

to the residence and 

located the male 

victim inside the 

home. Despite life-

saving efforts, the 

male victim was 

pronounced deceased 

at 6:16 a.m. 

Deputies also had 

contacted the female 

shortly after the 

incident at a nearby at 

Love’s Truck Stop who 

request assist to call 

911 reporting she had 

shot her husband. She 

was taken into custody 

without incident 

and transported to 

the Grant County 

Sheriff’s Office for 

questioning. 

Sandra Gray, age 

67, was preliminary 

charged with Murder 

in connection with the 

death of  her husband, 

Thomas W Gray 

age 74. Preliminary 

autopsy examination 

reveals Thomas Gray 

was shot one in the 

chest. 
The Indiana State 

Police and Marion 

Police Department 

assisted at the scene. 

This remains an active 

investigation. 

No additional details 

are being released 

at this time. Anyone 

with information 

regarding this 

incident is encouraged 

to contact the Grant 

County Sheriff’s 

Office Criminal 

Investigations 

Division. 

Sheriff  Del Garcia 

Lieutenant Matt 

Ogden PIO

Sandra Gray

By Cathy Shouse 

Sourdough bread 

is having a moment, 

and Samantha Stevens 

wants to turn the love 

for the bread into a 

movement. Stevens and 

her husband Mike, who 

are Madison-Grant High 

School graduates, are 

making the most of  the 

bread choice experts 

say has health benefits. 

A year ago this month, 

she opened Bigfoot Bake 

Stand, where she sells 

sourdough bread and 

baked goods from a fully 

self-serve food cart three 

days a week. 

“I’ve wanted to open 

a bakery for years,” 

Samantha said. “I’ve 

started with a bake stand 

because that’s what fits 

our life right now. I built 

the stand myself. I knew 

just what I wanted.”

To celebrate her first 

anniversary in business, 

Saturday, March 28 she 

will be offering a free 

cookie for those who 

drive by.  
The couple has been 

married for 18 years and 

has six kids—all boys—

with two still at home. 

Mike is a manager at the 

Walmart Distribution 

Center.  Samantha 

started the business 

partly to model for her 

teens how someone 

goes after their dream. 

The business name was 

inspired by a podcast the 

family enjoys: Sasquatch 

Chronicles. 
“I wanted something 

fun and memorable,” 

she said.  “I tried 

different recipes for 

several months before 

I opened, to find the 

sourdough recipe I liked 

the best. The peanut 

butter fudge I make is 

my grandma’s recipe. 

The snickerdoodles are 

a recipe I made at home 

with my mom when I 

was very young.”

Stevens researched 

setting up a stand before 

she jumped in. She took 

advice from Brittney 

Trimble, who owns Mae 

Blooms, a flower stand in 

Elwood. 
“She just kept saying 

to build it and they will 

come,” Stevens said. “She 

told me sometimes you 

have to put yourself  out 

there. She was one of  my 

biggest cheerleaders.”

A sign in front of  

Swayzee Elementary 

and one on S.R. 13 have 

been her main way to 

spread the word. She 

communicates with her 

customers on Facebook, 

posting what she will 

be selling each day. Her 

“days off,” from the stand 

are filled with many 

hours of  baking at her 

home in Point Isabel. Her 

phone number is 765-661-

1218. 
Her typical hours 

the stand is open are 

Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday at 202 E. Main 

Street, Swayzee. Hours 

are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

An original loaf: $10. 

Pepperoni mozzarella 

loaf or jalapeno cheddar: 

$14. Many baked goods 

are in the mix on a 

rotating basis, from 

cake pops to pumpkin 

or banana bread to 

cinnamon doughnut 

bread. She has lots of  

cookie specialties, too. 

Buyers leave cash in the 

box or pay using her 

online payment service 

options. 
“I love it,” Stevens 

said. “What’s left over 

from the stand, we eat at 

home.”
Facebook: Bigfoot Bake 

Stand

Bigfoot Bake Stand opens 

in Swayzee 3 days a week
MG grad’s bakery peddles sourdough bread; variety of  goodies

Samantha Stevens shows the stretch and fold step of making sourdough bread in 

her kitchen. She offers the bread and many other baked goods from her bake stand 

in Swayzee.
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Campus hosts area students at 

Howard County Science Fair

7 signs of spring allergies

Few things are 

more deflating than 

finally venturing 

outdoors after a 

long winter of  cabin 

fever, only to find 

that blooming trees 

and flowers start 

wreaking havoc with 

your personal health.

Spring allergies, 

also known as 

allergic rhinitis, 

occur when the 

body’s immune 

system overreacts 

to indoor or outdoor 

allergens, such 

as tree and grass 

pollen, mold and 

dust. According to 

the Asthma and 

Allergy Foundation 

of  America, 

approximately 25.7 

percent of  adults 

and 18.9 percent of  

children in the United 

States suffer from 

seasonal allergies. 

Allergic rhinitis 

accounts for an 

estimated $16 billion 

in annual health care 

costs and is a leading 

cause of  reduced 

productivity while at 

work.
Identifying 

the symptoms of  

allergies is key 

to distinguishing 

them from a cold or 

another infection 

and to ensuring 

fast relief. Spring 

allergies typically 

peak from March to 

May and may even 

continue into July. 

Physicians will look 

for specific physical 

markers to confirm 

allergies.

1. Sneezing: 

Sneezing can occur 

in rapid-fire patterns, 

known as paroxysmal 

sneezing, especially 

after spending time 

outdoors. These 

intense episodes can 

be tied to allergies or 

be symptomatic of  

another condition, 

says the National 

Institutes of  Health. 

2. Itchy, watery 

eyes: Allergic 

conjunctivitis is the 

medical term for this 

condition, which is 

a hallmark of  spring 

allergies. Eyes will 

appear red, feel gritty 

or drip clear fluid.

3. Nasal 

congestion/runny 

nose: A thin, clear 

discharge typically 

is a sign of  allergies, 

whereas any mucus 

that is thick, yellow 

or green could 

indicate an infection. 

Constant upward 

rubbing of  the 

nose from allergies 

(called the allergic 

salute) often causes a 

permanent transverse 

nasal crease at the 

junction of  the nose 

tip and the bridge, 

says Healthline. 

4. Itchy throat 

and ears: Pollen 

may cause a scratchy 

or tingly sensation 

in the throat and 

in the ear canals. 

Medical professionals 

warn that chronic 

inflammation from 

allergies is a primary 

risk factor for 

secondary bacterial 

infections that can 

occur in the sinuses 

and ears. Eustachian 

tube dysfunction 

occurs when fluid 

builds up behind the 

eardrum because 

the eustachian tubes 

become blocked or 

don’t open properly to 

let fluid drain to the 

nose and throat, says 

the Cleveland Clinic. 

Pressure imbalances, 

muffled hearing, 

popping sounds, and 

even pain can occur. 

5. “Allergic 

shiners”: Nasal 

congestion can 

cause swelling and 

increased blood 

vessels to the 

small veins in the 

infraorbital area, 

causing dark, bluish 

circles under the eyes 

called periorbital 

hyperpigmentation, 

says the Center for 

Orofacial Myology. 

This makes allergy 

sufferers appear as 

though they have two 

black eyes.

6. Cough: Post-

nasal drip occurs 

when mucus drips 

down the back of  

the throat from the 

nose. This can cause 

a persistent, dry 

cough that’s often 

worse at night. Post-

nasal drip also may 

result in a sore throat 

and a “cobblestone” 

appearance in the 

back of  the throat 

that’s visible during a 

medical exam. 

7. Fatigue: 

Insufficient rest due 

to allergy-related 

discomfort can 

cause those with 

spring allergies to 

feel fatigued. The 

constant immune 

system response to 

allergies also can lead 

to daytime tiredness 

and lack of  focus.

Allergic rhinitis is a 

problem for millions 

of  people each spring. 

A combination of  

avoiding triggers 

and using allergy 

medications can help 

calm any symptoms 

that crop up.

KOKOMO, Ind. 

— Young scientists 

earned $3,000 in 

Indiana University 

Kokomo scholarships 

and awards Saturday 

(February 14) at the 

62nd annual Howard 

County Science Fair.

Deb Jaworski, 

event chair and 

senior lecturer in 

mathematics, said the 

fair is a longstanding 

tradition, and gives 

students the chance 

to present and refine 

projects before the 

regional science fairs 

later this month.

“Some schools do 

not host their own 

science fairs now 

due to logistical 

constraints, so we 

give these students 

an opportunity to 

be interviewed and 

present their projects 

in advance,” she said, 

adding that each 

one is judged by six 

volunteers. “In the 

past, we have sent 

a good number of  

projects on to regional, 

state, and even 

international science 

fairs.”
Jaworski said 

participating in 

science fairs prepares 

students for college 

research, as they learn 

essential academic 

skills like forming a 

hypothesis, designing 

an experiment, testing, 

collecting data, 

presenting results, and 

thinking critically.

“A science fair 

project combines 

communication, 

science, math, writing, 

reading, research, and 

statistics proficiencies 

together,” she said. 

“They are building 

important skills which 

will carry them far in 

their future academics, 

careers, and lives.”

Senior division 

winner was Raiden 

Sandefur, Victory 

Christian Academy. His 

teacher is IU Kokomo 

alumna Hannah 

Sandefur. He received 

a $2,500 IU Kokomo 

scholarship, a $100 cash 

prize, and a medallion.

In the Junior 

division, top 

five winners, 

in alphabetical 

order, were Evelyn 

Buckmaster, Eastern 

Elementary School; 

Logan Dowden, 

Eastern Elementary 

School; Addison Kaser, 

Eastern Elementary 

School; Alec Kaser, 

Eastern Elementary 

School; and Stefan 

Ostler and Hayden 

Depoy, Western Middle 

School. Each received 

a $50 cash prize and a 

medallion.
Junior division 

winners in sixth to 10th 

place, in alphabetical 

order, were Cecilia 

Cramer, Eastern 

Middle School; Eli 

Faulkner and Isaac 

Bowers, Western 

Middle School; Aiden 

Gillam, Eastern 

Elementary School; 

Henry Reed, Eastern 

Elementary School; 

and Ezra Sommers, 

Eastern Elementary 

School. Each received 

a $30 cash prize and a 

medallion.
Teachers of  the 

top junior division 

winners include Sarah 

Bonesteel, Eastern 

Elementary; Meg 

Lowman, Eastern 

Middle School; and 

Hannah Sandefur, 

Western Middle School.

The Howard 

County Science Fair 

committee includes 

faculty members 

Marcia Gillette, 

retired adjunct faculty 

member in chemistry; 

Chris Caruvana, 

associate professor 

of  mathematics; 

Deb Jaworski, 

senior lecturer in 

mathematics; Hisako 

Masuda, professor of  

biochemistry; and Peter 

Tupa, senior lecturer in 

mathematics.

Judges included 

faculty members 

Tifany Burnett, 

adjunct faculty in 

mathematics; Patrick 

Motl, dean of  the 

School of  Science and 

professor of  physics; 

and Amelia Tebbe, 

associate professor 

of  mathematics. IUK 

alumni Olivia Terry, 

Sara Reel, and Hannah 

Sandefur also were 

judges, along with 

students Payden 

Bragg, Austin Burton, 

Nova Brittain, and 

Annastasia Hutchings.

Brandon Wysong, 

lecturer in biology, led 

a lab activity for the 

students.
Education is KEY 

at Indiana University 

Kokomo.

By Cathy Shouse

Sometimes a simple 

idea can make a 

big different. Maria 

Friend saw a need 

for positivity and 

support and filled it 

with her own creative  

plan. Friend is a 6th 

grade science teacher 

at Madison Grant 

High School and has 

developed a group 

outside of  the school 

curriculum, one that 

meets at lunch.

“Our group is 

called Lunch and 

Laughs,” Friend said. 

“It is made up of  a 

mix of  5th and 6th 

grade girls. A student 

shared that she felt 

invisible and unheard 

so I wanted to start 

a group to build 

trust, connection, 

and a sense of  

community through 

simple activities 

and conversation. 

Our social worker, 

Hannah Rowley, 

was a huge help 

in recommending 

students for this 

group.”
After Friend started 

the program, other 

students would drop 

by her classroom and 

ask to join. They meet 

at school on Fridays 

during lunch.

One project they 

launched in the 

group had the aim 

of  putting a focus on 

something positive. 

The response was 

more than they 

hoped for. There 

were videos taken of  

people sharing that 

were viewed by many.

“The short video 

was actually our 

first activity and 

students around the 

building seemed to 

embrace it,” she said. 

“Students in Lunch 

and Laughs started 

by selecting a few 

students each during 

lunch to ‘share 

something good.’ For 

episode two we set up 

a mic and camera in 

the third and fourth 

grade hallway and 5th 

and 6th grade hallway 

during arrival, 

allowing students 

to stop if  they felt 

moved to share 

something good. 

We want to share 

all the positivity 

going around in our 

school, and not just 

what’s going on in 

one hallway or lunch 

table.”
Friend has been 

interested and 

appreciated the 

impact this project 

has. Some students 

who hesitated in 

the beginning, then 

ended up smiling 

after they shared. 

“The girls in 

Lunch and Laughs 

have shared how 

negativity and drama 

can often overshadow 

the positives, and 

how hard it can be for 

students to celebrate 

themselves and 

their peers in fear 

of  others judging or 

criticizing them. The 

activity is one small 

way we’re hoping to 

shift that mindset by 

showing everyone 

that’s it’s okay to feel 

proud, happy, and 

supportive.”

The activity has 

had a ripple effect, 

and has reached out 

into the community 

and even into 

surrounding towns. 

Sone have said the 

video “brings them 

joy.” 
The encouragement 

to see the bright side 

has filtered out to 

MG students not in 

the lunches. Many 

have gone beyond 

the assignment and 

shared the positivity 

on their own. “I’ve 

witnessed students 

giving each other 

positive feedback, 

a smile, and even 

a high five when 

passing by and 

hearing the positive 

news their peers had 

just shared,” Friend 

said.
For more details, go 

to “Park Elementary” 

on Facebook.

 In God We Trust

The Voice of  EAST CENTRAL INDIANA Since 1892  •  Indiana News Group

UPLAND, FAIRMOUNT HARTFORD CITY

FFA SALUTE - inside
Thursday, February 26, 2026

Cathy Hunnicutt
765.618.9394

PUT MY EXPERTISE 
TO WORK FOR YOU!

Find 
the 

Home 
You 
Love

Rep. Bartels’ bill to 

streamline dozens of Indiana 

boards passes House

STATEHOUSE – 

Legislation authored 

by State Rep. Stephen 

Bartels (R-Eckerty) 

that reforms dozens 

of state boards and 

commissions was 

recently passed by 

the Indiana House of 

Representatives.

House Bill 1003 

would sunset or 

restructure dozens 

of redundant or 

inactive boards 

and commissions, 

aiming to streamline 

government and 

improve efficiency 

across multiple 

policy areas. HB 

1003 is part of the 

House Republican 

caucus’ 2026 

legislative priorities 

to reduce government 

bureaucracy.

Bartels said that the 

bill has evolved from 

its inception, with 

careful consideration 

as it moved through 

the committee 

process and through 

hearing stakeholder 

testimony.

“Almost all of 

the boards and 

commissions in 

Indiana were 

reviewed thoroughly 

throughout this 

process, and 

stakeholders had 

the opportunity to 

submit reports to the 

Government Reform 

Task Force,” Bartels 

said. “Without 

that input, this 

legislation does not 

happen. The goal 

is not taking away 

services or functions 

of the government 

but streamlining 

them to improve 

efficiency. I believe, 

if this legislation 

becomes law, that 

those who interact 

with any of the 

affected state boards 

and commissions 

will notice a 

greatly improved 

experience.”

HB 1003 would 

also consolidate 

various cultural-

focused commissions 

under one Indiana 

Cultural Commission 

(ICC), centralizing 

resources for 

communities across 

Indiana. Bartels said 

that the change in 

makeup of cultural 

commissions 

preserves critical 

representation for 

communities across 

the state.
HB 1003 now moves 

to the Senate for 

consideration. To 

read more about 

this bill and follow 

session, visit iga.

in.gov.

Local teacher’s unique 

program lifts up 

students and community

Maria Friend, a  6th grade science teacher at Madison-

Grant, has started a group to promote positivity. 

Submitted by 
Catherine Lamb

 On Saturday, 

February 21, 2026, 

the Veterans Affairs 

Medical Center in 

Marion, Indiana 

experienced its 

first ever fire.  The 

buildings involved 

were 51, 52 and 53 

which are engineering 

and maintenance. 

Carpet and linoleum 

were stored in at 

least one of  the 

buildings.  Fire 

departments from 

Marion, Gas City, 

Swayzee in addition 

to Washington, Mill 

and Center Townships 

were involved in 

extinguishing the 

fires.  It was reported 

that due to low water 

pressure, tanker 

trucks of  water had 

to be brought in.  As 

of  3 p.m., the fire was 

still smoldering.  The 

cause of  the fire is 

undetermined at this 

time.  Fox 59 reported 

that the water 

sprinklers were not in 

working condition.

Weekend fire at Veterans 

Affairs Medical Center

Rep. Stephen Bartel

Tell Me 

Something Good

MG students 
and teachers 

were 
photographed 
sharing their 

answer to: Tell 
me something 
good. Photos 

were made 
into videos. 
Some were 

happy when the 

weather warmed 
up, when they 
had a birthday, 
and when they 
received good 

grades.

COLOR

AUCTIONS

EF2322 ‘18 Trebro Autostack II 

sod harvester  

FB3498 ‘20 Mack Granite 

GR104F dump truck

DW7459 ‘16 Power Screen 

Chieftain 1700 screening plant
DW7460 ‘15 Powerscreen 

Trackpactor 320 crusher 
DW7481 ‘25 Kenworth T600 

grapple truck  

FC5037 ‘12 John Deere 8310R 

MFWD tractor

YA2130 ‘17 Freightliner 114SD 

crane truck
YA2446 ‘22 Gallegos 

pneumatic dry bulk trailer
DU0380 ‘12 Freightliner Biz 

Class M2 sewer jetter truck
EF2325 Bucyrus Magnum 

420SR sod roll harvester

25 years of heavy equipment solutions that deliver.

MAR 17
MAR 12

MAR 12
MAR 18

MAR 12

MAR 18
MAR 12

MAR 19
MAR 18

MAR 12
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Fast Turnaround. Proven Success.
purplewave.com

Equipment solutions 

are just a click away!
DW7487 ‘25 Mack 

LR refuse truck 

Hopkinsville, KY

MARCH 17
2 SELLING

EF2322 ‘18 Trebro Autostack II 

sod harvester  
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By Laurna Todd
Scene Writer

Recently, two area 

rehabilitation centers are 

celebrating meaningful 

victories as patients 

regain independence 

and return home to their 

families after serious 

health challenges.

At Parkview Nursing 

and Rehabilitation Center, 

staff  recently recognized 

Stephen for completing 

his rehabilitation journey 

following a stroke. 

Through dedicated 

physical and occupational 

therapy, Stephen worked 

steadily to rebuild 

strength and confidence. 

His progress allowed him 

to walk again, safely get 

in and out of  bed, and 

manage everyday self-

care tasks—important 

milestones that mark 

a return to greater 

independence.

Meanwhile, at Life 

Care Center of  La Center, 

another patient reached a 

heartfelt goal just in time 

for the holidays. Larry 

arrived needing support 

to rebuild strength, 

mobility, and swallowing 

Rehabilitation success stories bring patients home

Larry completed rehabilitation at Life Care Center of 

La Center, rebuilding strength and mobility with the 

support of his therapy team before returning home to 

his family.see HOME, 
page B2

Pictured (left to right): Heather Barron, Unit Manager; 

Paula Basham, Assistant Director of Nursing; Stephanie; 

Greg Lindsey, Executive Director; and Tabitha Neal, 

Assistant Director of Nursing. See Stephanie Cole story 

on page B2.
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www.bunchbrothers.com

P.O. BOX 175 ★ Wingo, KY 42088

270.748.8080
Fax: 270.376.2997

Steven J Bunch, Auctioneer 

 Joe Bunch, Auctioneer

TUESDAY NIGHT AUCTION 

JANUARY 27th at 6:00 P.M. 

6128 St. Rt. 339W, (Down Town), Wingo, KY

Selling Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles & More!!!

SPRING LOUISVILLE AUCTION 
APRIL 21 & 22

More details coming soon!

 
By Greg LeNeave 

Publisher, KPI Newspaper Group 

 
PADUCAH, KY — The greater Paducah 

area has landed a top-notch Doctor that 

has a Mayo Clinic background in Eye 

Care. When it comes to your appearance 

such as droopy eyelids or bags under 

your eyes, you are in 

luck.  I have found the 

perfect doctor to help 

you with your needs. It 

could be medically nec-

essary or you may just 

want to look younger 

and more refreshed. Dr. 

Andrea Tooley is located 

right here in Paducah at 

Innovative Opthalmol-

ogy. Dr. Barbara Bowers 

and Dave Hoffman were 

instrumental in bringing 

a world-class doctor to 

the region. 
 People that need help 

with the way their eyes 

look and work can get 

help from a world-class 

doctor and a first-rate 

human being. By adding 

Dr. Andrea Tooley, Inno-

vative Ophthalmology 

brings a nationally recog-

nized ophthalmologist and educator to 

western Kentucky. 

Tooley serves as a consultant in the 

Department of Ophthalmology at 

Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, 

where she also served as residency 

program director and an associate 

professor at Mayo Clinic College of 

Medicine and Science. She is board 

certified by the American Board of 

Ophthalmology and specializes in 

ophthalmic plastic and 

reconstructive surgery. 

She earned dual 

bachelor’s degrees in 

chemistry and English 

literature from Butler 

University and received 

her medical degree 

from Indiana Univer-

sity School of Medi-

cine.  
She completed her 

internship and ophthal-

mology residency at 

Mayo Clinic, followed 

by a fellowship in oph-

thalmic plastic and re-

constructive surgery at 

NYU’s Manhattan Eye, 

Ear and Throat Hospi-

tal. Tooley spent over 

two years in New York 

working on a fellow-

ship at Cornell and Co-

lumbia.  

 
     Please see Dr. Tooley page 3 

Dr. Andrea Tooley: 
A national leader in Ophthalmology, 

Education and Innovation
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New bill would exempt KY 

churches from sales tax 
 

STAFF REPORT 

WESTERN KENTUCKY BUSINESS JOURNAL 

 

A Kentucky lawmaker has filed a bill to exempt 

churches and other religious institutions from col-

lecting sales tax on certain transactions. 

Rep. James Tipton, R-Taylorsville, is sponsoring 

House Bill 101, a narrower version of a proposal he 

unsuccessfully advanced in 2025 that would have 

applied to all non-profits. Tipton said the measure 

would ease administrative burdens on churches 

and allow them to focus on ministry and com-

munity service. 
Tipton argued that many churches are unaware 

they are required to collect sales tax when charging 

set prices for meals or events, and said the require-

ment is impractical and burdensome. He also dis-

missed concerns that the exemption would create 

unfair competition with private businesses, noting 

church events typically serve members who would 

attend regardless. 
Tipton said the financial impact on the state’s 

$16 billion budget would be minimal, adding that 

little tax revenue is likely being collected now. 

The bill has the backing of Kentucky Baptists, 

whose 2025 convention passed a resolution urging 

lawmakers to eliminate sales and use taxes on 

churches. KBC Executive Director Todd Gray called 

the tax an unnecessary burden on ministry. 

Tipton said the bill has strong interest among 

House members and may be folded into a larger 

revenue or budget measure rather than passed on 

its own. He encouraged supporters to contact their 

legislators, noting messages can be left through the 

Legislative Message Line at (800) 372-7181.

State Rep. 
James Tipton 
has filed a bill 
that would ex-

empt churches 
from having to 

pay sales taxes.  
 

(File photo)
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By AgDaily

The National 

FFA Organization’s 

annual Give FFA 

Day is gaining 

strong momentum, 

with nearly $249,000 

raised from 930 

gifts as supporters 

rally to invest in the 

next generation of 

agricultural leaders.

Held during 

National FFA 

Week, the one-day 

giving campaign 

aims to raise $1.75 

million to support 

programs that 

prepare members for 

premier leadership, 

personal growth, 

and career success 

through agricultural 

education.
“Join the FFA 

community for a 

day of giving to 

support the next 

generation of leaders 

and agriculturists,” 

organizers said. 

“When we all come 

together on Give 

FFA Day, we can 

transform lives.”

Donors can direct 

contributions to 

several key areas, 

including the Area 

of Greatest Need, 

Chapter Boost, 

Member Travel 

Assistance, Teacher 

Support, Women’s 

Impact Fund, 

and state-specific 

programs. Funds help 

remove financial 

barriers for students 

while expanding 

access to leadership 

experiences, career 

development, 

and educational 

opportunities.

Member Travel 

Assistance, one 

of the highlighted 

initiatives, helps 

students attend 

conferences, 

Give FFA Day nears 1,000 donors with 

$248K toward $1.75M goal

see FFA, 
page 16

Upcoming bridge 

closure for 

maintenance in 

Stoddard County

By Mike Mohundro 

WSIL
Special to Kentucky 

Publishing Inc.

SIKESTON, Mo. 

(WSIL) -- Route J in 

Stoddard County 

will be closed for 

bridge maintenance, 

according to the 

Missouri Department 

of Transportation.

The closure will 

affect the section 

of roadway from 

County Road 249 to 

County Road 410 near 

Bloomfield, Missouri. 

weather permitting, 

the maintenance 

will take place on 

Monday, March 16, 

and Tuesday, March 

17, from 7:30 a.m. to 4 

p.m. each day.

The work zone will 

be clearly marked 

with signs. Motorists 

are urged to exercise 

caution while 

traveling in the area.

For more 

information, contact 

MoDOT’s Customer 

Service Center at 

1-888-ASK-MODOT or 

visit their website.

By Mike Mohundro 

WSIL
Special to Kentucky 

Publishing Inc.

CAPE 
GIRARDEAU, Mo. 

(WSIL) -- Mercy 

Hospital Southeast 

has completed 

renovations on its 

neurology unit, 

unveiling a newly 

refreshed space 

designed to enhance 

comfort and support 

healing for patients 

in Cape Girardeau.

Hospital officials 

announced the 

completion of the 

project on Tuesday, 

highlighting the 

updated unit as 

part of an ongoing 

commitment to 

compassionate, 

patient-centered care. 

The redesigned area 

features a brighter, 

more welcoming 

environment 

intended to promote 

rest, recovery and 

overall well-being.

Neurology units 

provide specialized 

care for patients 

experiencing 

conditions affecting 

the brain, spine and 

nervous system, 

including stroke, 

seizures and other 

complex neurological 

disorders. 

The refresh is part 

of Mercy’s broader 

efforts to invest in 

facilities and services 

that enhance the 

patient experience 

while maintaining 

high standards of 

medical care.

Mercy Hospital Southeast unveils refreshed 

neurology unit in Cape Girardeau

Body found in Mississippi River is of man missing since December

By Mike Mohundro 

WSIL
Special to Kentucky 

Publishing Inc.

CARUTHERS-

VILLE, Mo. (WSIL) 

-- Authorities 

discovered a body in 

the Mississippi River 

near Caruthersville 

on February 24, 2026. 

The New Madrid 

County Sheriff’s Office 

confirmed the identity 

as Camden Nicholas 

Allgier, who was 

reported missing in 

December, 2025.

Authorities said 

a commercial boat 

initially spotted 

Allgier’s body near the 

Caruthersville bridge, 

prompting recovery 

by the Pemiscot 

County Sheriff’s 

Office. Coroner Brian 

Irions transported 

the remains to the 

Pemiscot County 

morgue.
An autopsy is 

scheduled for Thursday 

to determine the cause 

and manner of death. 

“While this is not 

the outcome we had 

hoped for, it does bring 

closure for the Allgier 

family,” said the 

New Madrid County 

Sheriff’s Office.

Authorities expressed 

gratitude to all 

involved in the search 

and recovery efforts, 

including the Pemiscot 

County Sheriff’s 

Office, Pemiscot 

County Coroner’s 

Office, United States 

Coast Guard, and the 

commercial boat crew.

Rural Health Inc. 

Introduces Elizabeth 

Shallenberger as 

Behavioral Health 

Provider for its 

Family Medical 

Clinics in Vienna and 

Goreville 
Rural Health, 

Inc. (RHI), a family 

medical clinic 

providing quality 

medical, OB/GYN, 

dental, and behavioral 

health care for  the 

region, proudly 

introduces Elizabeth 

Shallenberger, 

Behavioral Health 

Provider at its medical 

offices in Goreville 

and Vienna, Illinois. 

Ms. Shallenberger 

brings an extensive 

background in 

behavioral health 

and family medicine 

for residents  of  

Johnson County and 

the surrounding 

communities.  

“I came to Rural 

Health because I live 

in this community 

and it’s important 

to me to provide 

access to behavioral  

healthcare for people; 

my neighbors” said 

Ms. Shallenberger, 

known as Betsy to 

her patients, “Being 

able to identify  

community health 

needs and being 

able to provide 

those services is so 

important.” 

As a mother, she 

knows what families 

are up against and 

wants to be there 

for them. “I often 

tell my patients that 

I have  been on the 

other side of  the desk 

both personally and 

as a parent”, said 

Betsy. “I understand 

the challenges that 

come  with navigating 

mental health 

challenges and care 

in the area. I want to 

help fill that gap for 

others.” 
Betsy, who joined 

RHI in 2024, received 

an Associate in 

Nursing from 

Parkland College in 

Illinois, a Bachelor 

of  Science in  

Nursing from the 

University of  Illinois, 

a Master of  Science 

in Nursing from 

Southeast Missouri 

State University, 

and a  Post-Masters 

Psychiatric-

Mental Health 

Nurse Practitioner 

Certification from 

Southern Illinois 

University - 

Edwardsville.  She is 

also Board Certified 

as a Family Nurse 

Practitioner and 

Psychiatric-Mental 

Health Nurse 

Practitioner. 

Rural Health, Inc. 

provides Behavioral 

Health services 

designed to meet its 

patient’s needs and 

provide treatment 

for a  variety of  

see PROVIDER, 
page 8

March 2026

AGRI NEWS / SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT

HARRISBURG, Ill. 

— Representatives 

from several southern 

Illinois community 

colleges traveled to 

Washington, D.C., this 

month to meet with 

federal policymakers.

During the visit, 

the group met with 

U.S. Sens. Tammy 

Duckworth and Dick 

Durbin and U.S. Rep. 

Mike Bost to discuss 

federal priorities 

affecting community 

colleges. Conversations 

focused on workforce 

development, 

expanding access to 

higher education and 

supporting economic 

growth across 

southern Illinois.

Southeastern 

Illinois College 

was represented by 

Dr. Karen Weiss, 

President; Dr. Frank 

Barbre, Vice-Chair 

of  the Board of  

Trustees; and Chris 

Barr, Executive 

Dean of  Institutional 

Effectiveness.

“Community 

colleges play a vital 

role in preparing 

students for careers 

that strengthen our 

local economy,” Weiss 

said. “We appreciated 

the opportunity to 

share how federal 

support directly 

impacts students and 

communities across 

southern Illinois.”

Rural Health Inc. introduces Elizabeth Shallenberger as behavioral 

health provider for its Family Medical Clinics in Vienna and Goreville

Elizabeth (Betsy) Shallengerger

Southern Illinois Community Colleges 

advocate for students in Washington, D.C.

Pictured with Congressman Bost are representatives from Kaskaskia College, John 

A. Logan College, Lakeland College and Southeastern Illinois College.
Photo by Jennifer Fuller
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MARTIN, Tenn. 

– Representatives 

from the University 

of  Tennessee at 

Martin will make a 

tour across the state 

in April to promote 

and celebrate the 

university’s 125th 

anniversary.

The UT Martin 

125th Anniversary 

State Tour will begin 

Monday, April 13, in 

Knoxville and end on 

Friday, April 17, in 

Ripley, the home of  

one of  UT Martin’s 

six regional centers.

Throughout the 

week, the UT Martin 

caravan will make 

stops in Chattanooga, 

Nashville, Parsons, 

Selmer, Memphis 

and Somerville, 

celebrating a century 

and a quarter of  

providing higher 

UT Martin Chancellor Yancy Freeman Sr. smiles during a light moment in the UT Martin 125th anniversary 

celebration kickoff ceremony held Oct. 10, 2025, in the university’s Boling University Center. UTM Faculty Senate 

President Dr. Sandy Mehlhorn is shown to his left. Freeman and other university representatives will make a 

statewide 125th anniversary tour in April to promote and celebrate the milestone.

see TOUR, 
page 8

UT Martin to hold statewide 125th 

anniversary tour beginning April 13th

Give FFA Day nears 1,000 

donors with $248K 

toward $1.75M goal

By AgDaily

The National 

FFA Organization’s 

annual Give FFA 

Day is gaining 

strong momentum, 

with nearly $249,000 

raised from 930 

gifts as supporters 

rally to invest in the 

next generation of 

agricultural leaders.

Held during 

National FFA Week, 

the one-day giving 

campaign aims to 

raise $1.75 million to 

support programs that 

prepare members for 

premier leadership, 

personal growth, 

and career success 

through agricultural 

education.
“Join the FFA 

community for a 

day of giving to 

support the next 

generation of leaders 

and agriculturists,” 

organizers said. 

“When we all come 

together on Give FFA 

Day, we can transform 

lives.”
Donors can direct 

contributions to 

several key areas, 

including the Area 

of Greatest Need, 

Chapter Boost, 

Member Travel 

Assistance, Teacher 

Support, Women’s 

Impact Fund, 

and state-specific 

programs. Funds 

help remove financial 

barriers for students 

while expanding 

access to leadership 

experiences, career 

development, 

and educational 

opportunities.

Member Travel 

Assistance, one 

of the highlighted 

initiatives, helps 

students attend 

conferences, 

see FFA, 
page 16
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2026
March 26-27-28
•Pennyrile Progress
•Fishing & Golf
April 15-16-17
•Quilter’s Issue
May 13-14-15
•Memorial Day Tribute
•Armed Forces Day

June 10-11-12
•Flag Day Tribute
July 1-2-3
•USA 250th
•Events & Fireworks
August 12-13-14
•High School Football
•Senior Sports Stories
September 9-10-11
•Unspoken Heroes

October 7-8-9
•Back the Blue
•Fall Festivals
November 4-5-6
•Veterans Issue
December 16-17-18
•Christmas on the River
•Greetings Issue

2027

January 28-29-30
•Senior Citizen Package
•Winter Bridal
February 24-25-26
•Senior Citizen Package
•Outdoors & Travel
March 24-25-26
•Pennyrile Progress
•Fishing & Golfing
April 14-15-16
•Quilter’s Issue

May 12-13-14
•Memorial Day Tribute
•Armed Forces Day
June 9-10-11
•Flag Day Tribute
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July 1-2
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•Events & Fireworks
August 11-12-13
•High School Football
•West KY Football HOF
September 8-9-10

•Unspoken Heroes
October 6-7-8
•Back the Blue
•Fall Festivals
November 3-4-5
•Veterans Issue
December 15-16-17
•Christmas on the River
•Greetings Issue

Best Agriculture Publication in the region!

REACHING 65,000 in 5-STATES

PHONE WEBSITE
ADDRESS

IN

MO KY

TN

IL

PHONE WEBSITE
ADDRESS

SPECIAL SECTION DATES
The SCENE 2027The SCENE 2026

March 26-27-28 
• Pennyrile Progress
• Fishing & Golf

April 15-16-17
• QUILTERS issue

May 13-14-15 
• Memorial Day Tribute
• Armed Forces Day

June 10-11-12 
• Flag Day Tribute
• Senior Citizen Showcase

July 1-2-3 
• USA 250th 
• Events & Fireworks

August 12-13-14 
• High School Football
• Senior Sports Stories

September 9-10-11 
• Unspoken Heros

October 7-8-9 
• Back the Blue
• Fall Festivals

November 4-5-6 
• VETERANS issue

December 16-17-18 
• Christmas on the River
• Greetings issue

FARMERS QUARTERLY 2026 
APRIL 6-10 
AGRI-BIZ for KY-IL-IN-MO-TN 
MAY 6-8 
Young Folks in AGCULTURE 
JUNE 1-5  
AGRI-BIZ for KY-IL-IN-MO-TN 
JULY 15-17 
Summer Livestock / Auctioneer 
Tribute / Land & Real Estate 
AUGUST 3-7 
AGRI-BIZ for KY-IL-IN-MO-TN 
SEPTEMBER 23-25 
Fall Harvest & Fall Livestock 
OCTOBER 5-9 
AGRI-BIZ for KY-IL-IN-MO-TN 
NOVEMBER 18-20 
THANK a FARMER issue 
DECEMBER 7-11  
AGRI-BIZ for KY-IL-IN-MO-TN 

Western Kentucky BUSINESS JOURNAL 2026  
April 20-24 (PURCHASE PROGRESS issue) 
June 17-19 (FAMILIES in AGRICULTURE) 
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October 28-30 (WOMEN in BUSINESS / Election issue) 
December 2-4 (CHRISTMAS issue / TOP 100)
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since taking 

office, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 

Brooke L. Rollins has advanced a 

broad agenda aimed at improving 

public health, strengthening food ac-

cess, and modernizing federal nu-

trition programs, while supporting 

American farmers and rural com-

munities. 
One of Rollins’ most visible ac-

complishments is the release of the 

Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 

2025–2030, developed jointly by the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture and 

the Department of Health and 

Human Services. The updated guide-

lines emphasize “real food,” prioritiz-

ing whole, nutrient-dense options 

such as proteins, dairy, fruits, vege-

tables, whole grains, and healthy 

fats. USDA analysis shows healthy 

meals can be prepared for as little as 

$3 per serving, reinforcing the ad-

ministration’s focus on affordability 

and flexibility rather than rigid di-

etary mandates. 

Rollins has also overseen major 

reforms to the Supplemental Nu-

trition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

Under new USDA stocking standards, 

more than 250,000 SNAP-authorized 

retailers will soon be required to 

carry more than twice the amount of 

nutrient-dense foods, dramatically 

expanding access to healthier options 

for low-income families nationwide. 

Public education and transpar-

ency have been another priority. The 

launch of RealFood.gov and a rede-

signed food pyramid provide families 

with practical tools, including shop-

ping lists, menu ideas, and resources 

tailored to different lifestyles and cul-

tural preferences. The site is expected 

to expand with additional family-

oriented guidance. 

Beyond retail grocery access, Rol-

lins has moved to align federal feed-

ing programs with the new dietary 

guidelines. Programs such as school 

meals and the Special Supplemental 

Nutrition Program for Women, In-

fants, and Children (WIC) are being 

updated, influencing nearly $380 

million in daily USDA nutrition 

spending. 
Rollins has also encouraged states 

to adopt the new guidelines in local 

nutrition initiatives, calling them an 

investment in community health, 

rural economies, and America’s farm 

families. Her tenure has focused on 

pairing improved nutrition outcomes 

with economic opportunity, reinforc-

ing her message that better health 

begins on the plate — and should be 

within reach for every American 

household.

Brooke Rollins marks 

impactful first year as 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 

U.S. Ag Secretary Brooke Rollins 

visited Gallrein Farms in Shelby-

ville, Kentucky where she accepted 

a certificate naming her Honorary 

Commissioner of Agriculture for 

Kentucky from Ag Commissioner 

Jonathan Shell. Rollins met with 

local farmers to discuss key agri-

cultural issues. 
Photo via USDA

Estimated crowd of over 300,000 is expected to fill the Kentucky Exposition 

Center during the 60th annual National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, 

marking six decades of showcasing the latest innovations, equipment, and 

technology in agriculture.       
Photo courtesy of National Farm Machinery Show

Investing in Grain Bins Now: 

Choosing the Right Partner Matters More Than Ever

By Laurna Todd 

Farmers’ Quarterly Writer 

 
As this year’s season approaches, 

farmers should consider more than just 

price when investing in grain bins. A 

high-quality grain bin can protect your 

harvest, maintain its value, and 

ensure your operation runs 

smoothly—but selecting the 

right company and dealer can 

be just as critical as choosing 

the bin itself. 
“Many dealers have the ca-

pability to sell a bin, but the 

question is—do they want to be 

there for you after the sale?” 

says Jason Workman, owner of 

Workman Bins Inc. “Too often, 

dealers are focused on one-

and-done sales. Farmers need 

partners who will help with in-

stallation, service, and ongoing support.” 

With the economy as unpredictable 

as current crop markets, farmers cannot 

afford downtime or frequent equipment 

breakdowns. Knowing your dealer will 

be there to respond promptly can make 

all the difference when timing is critical 

during harvest. 
Workman Bins Inc prides itself on 

going “beyond the sale.” Jason Workman 

emphasizes long-term relationships, say-

ing, “We want to be part of the farm’s 

generation-to-generation story. I make it 

a priority to know our customers, their 

families, and their equipment—so we 

can provide the right solutions, even if 

they don’t know exactly what 

they need.” 
For farmers seeking reliable 

grain storage, choosing a rep-

utable bin manufacturer is 

equally important. GSI is a 

leading name in grain bins, 

known for durability, innova-

tive designs, and nationwide 

support. “When you invest in a 

GSI bin through a company like 

Workman Bins, you’re not just 

buying equipment—you’re in-

vesting in peace of mind and 

long-term productivity,” Work-

man says. 
As harvest season approaches, stop 

in and talk with Jason or William any-

time. Partnering with a trusted dealer 

who understands your farm, provides 

ongoing service, and works with leading 

manufacturers like GSI can ensure your 

operation runs efficiently today and for 

years to come. 

Jason Workman 

Workman Bins 

Mayfield, KY
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By Greg LeNeavePublisher, KPI Newspaper GroupI want to encourage everyone to do something easy. 

Say you’re talking to someone, and while you’re 

speaking with them, you find out they’ve served in the 

military. Tell them “THANK YOU for SERVING OUR 

COUNTRY.”Additionally, when you see a person in a military 

uniform, go out of your way and take a few minutes of 

your time and tell them “THANK YOU for SERVING 

OUR COUNTRY.”It’s easy to do.
Several years ago during Thanksgiving, my son, Rob 

LeNeave, (who was a Petty Officer 3rd Class, U.S. Navy 

at the time), came home for his holiday break.

Since our family wouldn’t have another chance to 

do Christmas with him before his leave was up, we all 

got together for an early Christmas party.  My wife, 

Teresa, wanted everyone to say what they were thank-

ful for after we’d opened our presents.

Bobby really put it all in perspective when he said,

“I’m proud of our country.” After traveling around

the world, he said, “There is no place else like the 

United States of America."

Coming from a military man, you have to really be 

proud of how good we have it here in America.

What’s amazing is the fact we have the right to 

worship as we choose, the right to free speech and 

many more privileges; far too numerous to mention, 

far more than any other coun-try in the world. 

So take time and acknowledge those who put their 

life on the line for you and this country. Many have 

gone before and have served our great nation. They 

deserve our praise and gratitude.

Say THANK YOU for serving our country!

VeteransDay
Wednesday,November 11

Lest wenever forget

VeteransDay
Thursday, November 11thLest We Never Forget

November 2021
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By Laurna Todd

KPI Writer

Waterways remain 

one of  the most 

powerful economic 

engines in the United 

States, and nowhere 

is this more evident 

than in Western 

Kentucky. The 

Mississippi, Ohio, and 

Tennessee rivers serve 

as critical freight 

corridors, enabling 

the movement of  

bulk commodities 

such as coal, 

grain, petroleum, 

and construction 

materials across the 

country.

Unlike highways 

or rail systems, the 

inland waterway 

network offers 

unmatched efficiency. 

Barges can transport 

massive loads 

using significantly 

less fuel, which 

not only reduces 

transportation costs 

but also alleviates 

traffic congestion 

and minimizes 

environmental 

impact. This 

advantage positions 

river transport as 

an essential part 

of  the supply chain 

for both domestic 

and international 

markets.

Paducah, 

Kentucky—

strategically located 

at the confluence of  

major rivers—has 

become a central hub 

for this activity. Its 

ports and terminals 

support thousands 

of  jobs in logistics, 

manufacturing, 

marine services, and 

ancillary industries. 

Small towns along 

these waterways 

experience a direct 

economic boost, 

as river commerce 

creates opportunities 

for local businesses, 

contractors, and 

service providers.

The success of  

this sector depends 

heavily on companies 

By Laurna Todd

KPI Writer

PADUCAH, KY — Inland 

waterways are more than scenic 

backdrops for Western Kentucky—

they are lifelines for the region’s 

economy. Anchored by the Ohio, 

Tennessee, Mississippi and 

Cumberland rivers, the inland 

marine industry serves as a 

major transportation network 

that moves goods efficiently and 

cost-effectively while reducing 

environmental impact.

An Economic Engine for Jobs 

and Trade

The inland waterway system 

fuels job creation across a wide 

range of  industries. From barge 

operators and dock workers 

to engineers and maintenance 

crews, thousands of  skilled 

workers keep the marine sector 

running. Inland ports, such as the 

Paducah-McCracken Riverport, 

function as vital logistics hubs, 

attracting businesses, supporting 

warehousing operations, and 

strengthening the region’s role in 

national and global trade.

Critical for Agriculture and 

Industry

Agriculture and mining—two 

of  Western Kentucky’s most 

important sectors—depend 

heavily on river transport. 

Commodities like grain, fertilizer, 

coal, and gravel flow through the 

By Laurna Todd

KPI Writer

Paducah, Kentucky, is more than just a 

river town—it is a strategic crossroads where 

four major waterways converge: the Ohio, 

Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland 

Rivers. This geographic advantage has shaped 

the region’s identity for nearly two centuries, 

transforming it into a hub of  commerce 

and industry that remains vital to the U.S. 

economy today.

The Origins: A River Town on the Rise

Founded in the early 19th century, Paducah 

quickly became a transportation and trade 

center thanks to its location at the confluence 

of  the Ohio and Tennessee Rivers. In the era 

before railroads dominated the landscape, 

rivers were the primary highways for goods 

and people. Steamboats became a common 

sight along the riverfront, carrying cotton, 

timber, livestock, and other goods to markets 

across the South and Midwest.

By the mid-1800s, Paducah’s river access 

made it an essential link in the nation’s 

expanding trade network. During the Civil 

War, its location was considered so strategic 

that Union forces occupied the city to control 

river traffic. The rivers were not just a means 

of  transportation—they were lifelines for 

military logistics, commerce, and regional 

development.

Industrial Growth and the Barge Era

P.O. BOX 175 - WINGO, KY 42088 • (270) 376-2922  •  Cell: (270) 748-8080

Lisa Wilson, RE Broker  • Email: Lori@bunchbrothers.com • bunchbrothers.com

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer   •   JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, RE AgentABSOLUTE AUCTION

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27 @ 10:00 A.M.

Selling the Hubert Mosby Estate, consisting of Wreckers, Roll Back Truck, Antique 

& Classic Cars, Equipment & Tools of A & M Towing. Mr. Mosby was in the towing 

business over 50 years. & the Estate would like to the thank the customers & 

employees for their years of business & loyalty. Come plan to spend the day at this 

Auction of NO BUYER’S PREMIUM! LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AT www.equipmentfacts.

com.  Visit www.bunchbrothers.com for more information.

LOCATION: 4611 Pinewood Rd., Louisville, KY

How inland waterways drive economic growth in western Kentucky

Paducah’s Four Rivers Legacy: 

How History Shaped a Modern Barge Industry

see WATERWAYS, 

page B4

see LEGACY, 

page B8

Mississippi and Ohio River Con昀uence

The importance 

of waterways to 

the local economy 

and the role of key 

industry players

see IMPORTANCE, 

page B7

‘JOY’ spreading everywhere as Trump heads back to the White House  
 By Greg LeNeave Publisher KPI Newspaper Group  The wait for the citizens of the United 

States of America is over. Far too long 
people have waited for a new direction to 
take place in our country. Thanks to the 
election of Donald J. Trump as the nations 
47th President, help is on the way. It will start with the selection of his 

cabinet as he rebuilds America’s team. Al-
ready selecting J.D. Vance as his running 
mate for the Vice President’s post shows a 
thoughtful process which is brilliant. Imag-
ine how nice it is to have the second in 
command of the United States be able to 
run the country and have the ability to 
string two sentences together and actually 
make sense. Trump’s return to the White House  

will showcase a new administration en-
tirely. He has approximately a 75-day tran-
sition period to build his team before 
Inauguration Day which is Monday, Janu-
ary 20, 2025.  This time around it looks like the team 

will be much better and made up of people 
who can actually preform their duties with-
out being a DEI hire. I seriously doubt 
there will be any transgender selections to 
his cabinet or male cabinet members that 
take off for maternity leave.   Let’s start by mentioning people like 

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. who wants to make 
America healthy again. Kennedy could pos-
sibly be looked at for Secretary of Agricul-
ture or Health and Human Services 
Secretary.   Elon Musk, Tesla CEO (one of the 

world’s most wealthy people). Musk is ex-
tremely smart innovator and Trump wants 
to place him in a positon that would be 
considered as a Secretary of Efficency 
“Cost-Cutting”. It’s been suggested he can 
wipe out trillions of dollars in government 
spending.   Other folks to look to for help are 

former Democratic presidential candidate 
Tulsi Gabbard, now a Republican. Plus the 
president-elect's adult sons, Donald Trump 
Jr. and Eric Trump, both smart business-
men in their own right.  Trump has Cantor 
Fitzgerald CEO Howard Lutnick and Linda 
McMahon, the former wrestling executive  
as his Transition Co-Chairs.  There’s been talk of Florida Senator 

Marco Rubio for the Secretary of State  
position. Former Cabinet member Ben Car-
son should be back as Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary.   A good bet for Energy Secretary could 

be North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum. 
Trump once stated that Burgum “probably 
knows more about energy than anybody I 
know.” 

A strong choice for Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary would be Thomas Homan 
who has spent his career in immigration 
enforcement and is affiliated with the Her-
itage Foundation. He would get the border 
situation shaped up quickly and be helpful 
in deporting criminals that have illegally 
entered the country. Vivek Ramaswamy has 
been mentioned to fill that post also. 

Secretary of Defense may be Combat-
decorated Green Beret Rep. Mike Waltz, R-

Florida that could be tapped to lead Amer-
ica's defense agency.  As for Attorney General, there’s been 

talk of Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, an attorney 
who previously specialized in Supreme 
Court litigation, served as law clerk to 
Judge Dee Benson of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Utah, and then 
with future Supreme Court Justice Judge 
Samuel A. Alito, Jr. on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit. Also consid-
ered is Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton 
for the AG position. Department of the Treasury can ex-

pect Billionaire hedge fund manager Scott 
Bessent to be highly considered for the job. 
He has worked as a top economic adviser 
to Trump. "I’m going to do whatever Pres-
ident Trump asks," when he was asked 
about a potential Cabinet position. Many other people have been mention 

to take a Cabinet position like Arkansas 
Senator Tom Cotton, Mike Pompeo former 
CIA director,  Tennessee Senator Bill Hag-

gerty and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 
There has been speculation of closing 

some departments all together. One is the 
Department of Education. That role is felt 
better to be given back to all 50 states. 

The key difference this time around is 
that President Trump will have experience 
from his last term as President and he’s 
learned who will help him form a better 
team. The most powerful help will come 
from the RED WAVE that helped the       
Republican party secure the House of   
Representatives and the Senate. Getting 
things done and returning the country to 
more of a Godly Nation is paramount.  

It is necessary for all to remember, it’s 
not a political human being that is in con-
trol, it’s our Lord God Almighty.  Let’s put God back in our nation and 

get back to loving our neighbor as we do 
ourself. Then we will have a revival and a 
renaissance in this country. It’s desperately 
needed.

Trump and Vance getting ready to “Make America Great Again” by selecting 

new cabinet to lead the United States of America. 
photo courtesy of AP Newsroom
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Regional students offer special concert in Marion Feb. 14
On Feb. 14, 

hundreds of students 
from our region will 
gather here in Marion 
as part of the Indiana 
Music Education 
Association’s 37th 
annual Circle the 
State with Song 
festival.

More than 300 

talented young 
singers from 
elementaries, 
middle schools, 
and junior high 
schools in Adams, 
Grant, Huntington, 
Kosciusko, Wabash, 
Wells, and Whitley 
counties will spend 
the day working with 

t li i i

starting at 3 p.m. Feb. 
14 (half an hour before 
the show), and will 
be available online 
at this site soon: 
https://circlethestate.
imeamusic.org/
middle-school. 
(Tickets purchased 
online must be 
presented for 

d i i )

participating in 
the Walton Center 
performance include 
Akron, Allen, 
Bluffton Harrison, 
Frances Slocum, 
Justice Intermediate, 
Kendall, Manchester 
Intermediate, 
Northview, 
Riverview, South 
Ad St P l

Paul Catholic, and 
Tippecanoe Valley 
Middle School. 

After weeks of 
practice on their own 
and at their schools, 
students will spend 
most of the day Feb. 14 
rehearsing the concert 
selections with a guest 
clinician at Marion 
Hi h S h l At

school and junior 
high students. Not 
only does it provide 
students the chance 
to sing challenging 
choral pieces with 
peers from around the 
area, it also provides 
music teachers 
an opportunity to 
observe and learn 
f th li i i

Marion, Indiana — 
CSA Civic Theatre is 
pleased to announce 
auditions for its 
upcoming production of 
Neil Simon’s Rumors, 
a fast-paced, laugh-out-
loud comedy filled with 
sharp dialogue, physical 
humor, and nonstop 
chaos.

Auditions will be held 
on February 16 and 17 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the CSA Main Building, 
located at 305 S. Adams 
Street in Marion. No 
appointments are 
necessary.

Rumors is a classic 
farce that centers on 
a group of affluent 
friends gathering for 
a dinner party that 
quickly spirals into 
confusion when the host 
is found injured, and 
the hostess is nowhere 
to be found. As the 
guests attempt to piece 
together what happened, 

misunderstandings 
multiply, secrets spill, 
and the night descends 
into hilarious mayhem.

CSA Civic Theatre 
is seeking performers 
with strong comedic 
timing, comfort with 
physical comedy, and a 
willingness to embrace 
fast-paced, ensemble-
driven storytelling. 
Actors of all experience 
levels are encouraged to 
audition.

Those auditioning 
should be prepared to 
read from sides provided 
at auditions. Additional 
information regarding 
rehearsal schedules 
and performance dates 
will be available at the 
audition.

For more information, 
visit www.csa-marion.
com/civic-theatre or 
contact Community 
School of the Arts at 
765-662-6263 or info@csa-
marion.com.

Neil Simon’s 
Rumors auditions

National Farm Show returns to Louisville for 60th year 
LOUISVILLE --  “Every year is an im-

portant year for the National Farm Ma-
chinery Show as we bring the best in the 
field together,” said David S. Beck, Pres-
ident and CEO of Kentucky Venues. 
“Reaching a milestone like the 60th anni-
versary is a powerful reminder of the 
show’s legacy and a chance to honor the 
generations of farmers, innovators, and 
partners who helped build the show, 
while continuing to look ahead at what’s 
next for the future of agriculture.”  

Over the four days, an international 
crowd will browse sold-out exhibit halls 
showcasing brands such as AGCO, Case 
IH, John Deere, Massey Ferguson, and 
New Holland. In addition to expansive 
equipment displays, attendees can take 
advantage of free daily educational semi-
nars led by industry experts offering in-

sight into the best farming and production 
practices. Visitors can also shop from 
nearly 50 retail vendors at the Gift & Craft 
Market selling clothes, keepsakes, souve-
nirs, and more. 

In tandem with the farm show, the 
57th Championship Tractor Pull spon-
sored by Farm Credit Mid-America returns 
to Freedom Hall for five dirt-slinging ses-
sions. Now featuring new seats in the 
lower sections, the event runs nightly at 7 
p.m. Wednesday through Saturday, with 
an additional noon session on Saturday. 
Around 200 drivers from across the 
United States and Canada will compete 
during the high-octane, heart-pounding 
sessions. Tickets can be purchased online 
via Ticketmaster and at the on-site Ticket 
Office. Livestream and archival footage 
are available at stream.champullorg.  

 The National Farm Machinery Show 
is free and open to the public. 

About the National Farm Machinery 
Show:  The National Farm Machinery 
Show (NFMS) is the world’s largest in-
door farm trade show, held annually at 
the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. Since its founding in 
1963, NFMS has brought together 
farmers, manufacturers, and agricultural 
professionals from around the globe to ex-
plore the latest farming technology, equip-
ment, and innovations. The four-day 
event features a sold-out show floor, free 
educational seminars, retail shopping, 
and the Championship Tractor Pull, mak-
ing it a cornerstone event for the agricul-
ture industry. The show brings in nearly 
$28 million in estimated economic impact 
to the Louisville region. 

NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW ISSUE 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since taking 
office, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke L. Rollins has advanced a 
broad agenda aimed at improving 
public health, strengthening food ac-
cess, and modernizing federal nu-
trition programs, while supporting 
American farmers and rural com-
munities. 

One of Rollins’ most visible ac-
complishments is the release of the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 
2025–2030, developed jointly by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services. The updated guide-
lines emphasize “real food,” prioritiz-
ing whole, nutrient-dense options 
such as proteins, dairy, fruits, vege-
tables, whole grains, and healthy 
fats. USDA analysis shows healthy 
meals can be prepared for as little as 
$3 per serving, reinforcing the ad-
ministration’s focus on affordability 
and flexibility rather than rigid di-
etary mandates. 

Rollins has also overseen major 
reforms to the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
Under new USDA stocking standards, 
more than 250,000 SNAP-authorized 
retailers will soon be required to 
carry more than twice the amount of 
nutrient-dense foods, dramatically 
expanding access to healthier options 
for low-income families nationwide. 

Public education and transpar-
ency have been another priority. The 
launch of RealFood.gov and a rede-
signed food pyramid provide families 
with practical tools, including shop-
ping lists, menu ideas, and resources 
tailored to different lifestyles and cul-
tural preferences. The site is expected 
to expand with additional family-
oriented guidance. 

Beyond retail grocery access, Rol-
lins has moved to align federal feed-
ing programs with the new dietary 

guidelines. Programs such as school 
meals and the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children (WIC) are being 
updated, influencing nearly $380 
million in daily USDA nutrition 
spending. 

Rollins has also encouraged states 
to adopt the new guidelines in local 
nutrition initiatives, calling them an 
investment in community health, 
rural economies, and America’s farm 
families. Her tenure has focused on 
pairing improved nutrition outcomes 
with economic opportunity, reinforc-
ing her message that better health 
begins on the plate — and should be 
within reach for every American 
household.

Brooke Rollins marks 
impactful first year as 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 

Secretary Rollins recently visited 
Gallrein Farms in Shelbyville, where 
she accepted a certificate naming 
her Honorary Commissioner of Ag-
riculture for Kentucky from Ag 
Commissioner Jonathan Shell and 
met with local farmers to discuss 
key agricultural issues. 

Photo via USDA

Estimated crowd of over 300,000 is expected to fill the Kentucky Exposition 
Center during the 60th annual National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, 
marking six decades of showcasing the latest innovations, equipment, and 
technology in agriculture.       

Photo courtesy of National Farm Machinery Show

Investing in Grain Bins Now: 
Choosing the Right Partner Matters More Than Ever

By Laurna Todd 
Farmers’ Quarterly Writer 

 
As this year’s season approaches, 

farmers should consider more than just 
price when investing in grain bins. A 
high-quality grain bin can protect your 
harvest, maintain its value, and 
ensure your operation runs 
smoothly—but selecting the 
right company and dealer can 
be just as critical as choosing 
the bin itself. 

“Many dealers have the ca-
pability to sell a bin, but the 
question is—do they want to be 
there for you after the sale?” 
says Jason Workman, owner of 
Workman Bins Inc. “Too often, 
dealers are focused on one-
and-done sales. Farmers need 
partners who will help with in-
stallation, service, and ongoing support.” 

With the economy as unpredictable 
as current crop markets, farmers cannot 
afford downtime or frequent equipment 
breakdowns. Knowing your dealer will 
be there to respond promptly can make 
all the difference when timing is critical 
during harvest. 

Workman Bins Inc prides itself on 

going “beyond the sale.” Jason Workman 
emphasizes long-term relationships, say-
ing, “We want to be part of the farm’s 
generation-to-generation story. I make it 
a priority to know our customers, their 
families, and their equipment—so we 
can provide the right solutions, even if 

they don’t know exactly what 
they need.” 

For farmers seeking reliable 
grain storage, choosing a rep-
utable bin manufacturer is 
equally important. GSI is a 
leading name in grain bins, 
known for durability, innova-
tive designs, and nationwide 
support. “When you invest in a 
GSI bin through a company like 
Workman Bins, you’re not just 
buying equipment—you’re in-
vesting in peace of mind and 
long-term productivity,” Work-

man says. 
As harvest season approaches, stop 

in and talk with Jason or William any-
time. Partnering with a trusted dealer 
who understands your farm, provides 
ongoing service, and works with leading 
manufacturers like GSI can ensure your 
operation runs efficiently today and for 
years to come. 

Jason Workman 
Workman Bins 
Mayfield, KY

Inside this issue

New Whiteland, IN – 
UpLift Johnson County 
invites the community 
to join in celebrating the 
completion of the First

Delicious food by Whit’s 
Inn

A bounce house for kids
“Community Day is 

about honoring our heroes

The memorial also 
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Discover the legacy of clocks 
and the industrial age at the 

Dubois County Museum

Jasper, IN — The Rotary 
Club of  Dubois County 
is excited to announce 
a special online auction 
running from Monday, 
September 8 at 10:00 
a.m. through Thursday, 
September 18 at 10:00 
a.m. This unique auction 
features exclusive items 
personally donated by 
Olympic Champion Lilly 
King, with all proceeds 
benefiting the Rotary 
Club of  Dubois County. 
Interested supporters can 
pre-register for bidding 
now.

Auction items include:

with the ATHENA Award 
Banquet, where Lilly 
King will serve as keynote 
speaker on Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025. 
The event will honor 
five outstanding female 
leaders from Dubois 
County: Megan Durlauf, 
Diana Fischer, Clara 
Fromme, Laura Grammer, 
and Dr. Tara Rasche.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity not only 
to hear from one of  the 
greatest athletes of  our 
time, but also to celebrate 
incredible women leaders 
right here in Dubois 

By Laurna Todd
Indiana Newspaper Group

The Dubois County 
Museum invites you to 
a fascinating program 
on Friday, September 26, 
at 11:00 a.m., featuring 
longtime Jasper resident 
and history enthusiast 
Jim Hedinger. Held at 
the museum (2704 N. 
Newton Street, Jasper), 
the presentation will delve 
into the intricate world of  
clocks, the evolution of  
gears, and their critical 
role in launching the 

Industrial Revolution.
Hedinger’s deep-rooted 

interest in clocks began 
with his Swiss ancestry, a 
culture long renowned for 
its precision timekeeping. 
His historical journey has 
taken him across Europe 
and to Connecticut, 
where he studied the life 
and innovations of  Eli 
Terry—an early American 
clockmaker who pioneered 
mass production and 
interchangeable parts. 
Terry’s work made 
timepieces affordable and 
revolutionized American 

manufacturing, helping 
lay the foundation for 
modern industry.

More than just a talk 
about clocks, Hedinger’s 
program will explore 
the broader implications 
of  industrialization, 
particularly as it relates 
to Dubois County. He’ll 
highlight how early 
German settlers brought 
craftsmanship from 
Europe and New England, 
helping transform the 
region’s economy through 
the use of  water-powered 
mills, steam engines, and 
eventually electricity.

This engaging and 
informative event is free 
to attend, though standard 
museum admission 
applies: $5 for adults, $3 
for high school students, 
and $2 for younger 
students. Children 
under four and museum 
members are admitted 
free.

The Dubois County 
Museum, operated 
entirely by volunteers, is 
open Tuesday–Friday (10 
a.m.–2 p.m.), Saturday (10 
a.m.–4 p.m.), and Sunday 
(1–4 p.m.). For more 
information, call (812) 
634-7733 or visit www.
duboiscountymuseum.org.

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to connect 
with local history, 
craftsmanship, and 
innovation—key parts of  
the heritage that shaped 
Dubois County and 
beyond.
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Rotary Club of Dubois 
County launches 

online auction 
featuring exclusive 

items from Olympic 
Champion Lilly King

Lilly King

Community Day at Proctor Park 
celebrates first responders memorial

MARTIN, Tenn. – 
Five students from the 
University of  Tennessee at 
Martin College of  Business 
and Global Affairs became 
the third UTM team in eight 
years of  competition to 
win a title by finishing first 
in the 11th national 2025 
CSBS Community Bank 
Case Study Competition. 
The annual competition 
is open to undergraduate 
students in all fields of  
study to gain valuable 
first-hand knowledge of  
the banking industry. The 
Conference of  State Bank 
Supervisors announced 

finals competition results 
July 14 at www.csbs.org.

A total of  35 student 
teams representing 27 
colleges and universities 
from across the U.S. 
entered the competition. 
UT Martin’s team finished 
ahead of  the University 
of  Arkansas and Illinois 
State University, which 
finished second and 
third, respectively. The 
UT Martin team will 
present its findings at 
the Community Banking 
Research Conference, Oct. 
7-8, at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  St. Louis and 

webcast live. Each winning 
team member will receive a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“Competition was 
tight, but the University 
of  Tennessee at Martin 
team pulled ahead with 
exceptional depth and 
analysis in its case study,” 
said CSBS President and 
CEO Brandon Milhorn. 
“Ultimately, we are 
pleased that so many 
students participated in 
the competition and had an 
opportunity to learn more 
about the value and impact 

After more than a decade 
of  dedicated service, 
Pastor Craig Peevyhouse 
is retiring from his role as 
Disaster Coordinator at 
West Tennessee Healthcare 
– Henry County. As this 
chapter comes to a close, 
the community reflects 
on the quiet strength and 
unwavering compassion 
that have defined his 
career. A man of  deep faith 
and purpose, Pastor Craig 
truly embodies the spirit of  
West Tennessee Healthcare 
Henry County Hospital’ 
“Be the Good” campaign.

“I’ve always felt called 
to serve people at their 
worst moments,” he says. 
“And this role gave me that 
opportunity.”

Humble Roots and a 
Calling to Serve

Pastor Craig’s story 
begins in the small Mount 
Olive community between 
Dyer and Yorkville, 
Tennessee.

“I grew up very poor,” 
he recalls. “We didn’t even 
have indoor plumbing until 
after I got married.”

A serious childhood 
illness, rheumatic fever, 
left him bedridden 
for months, but that 
time wasn’t wasted. A 
homebound teacher 
introduced him to a 
lifelong love of  reading, 
planting the seeds for a 
future in ministry.

He and his wife, Deloris, 
share one son, Jameson, 
who has followed a similar 
path of  service. Jameson 
began his career as a 
911 dispatcher before 
eventually becoming the 
Director of  911 Services for 
Weakley County and later 
serving as the 911 Educator 
for the state of  Tennessee.

A Unique Ministry in 
Crisis

Pastor Craig’s journey 
into emergency response 
began long before his 

formal role as Disaster 
Coordinator.

“I’ve worked in EMS and 
served on rescue squads for 
many years,” he shares. “I 
have my EMT license and 
have worked as a critical 
care paramedic. Honestly, 
I’ve done more ministry in 
the back of  an ambulance 
than I ever have from the 
pulpit.”

When Pastor Craig 
started his career at the 
hospital, he served as the 
Director of  the Emergency 
Room. The role of  Disaster 
Coordinator was an 
additional part of  his 
duties.

Even though he has long 
since left the Director 
position, he has held 
the role of  Disaster 
Coordinator for 12 years. 
This role is one that’s 
brought both challenges 
and rewards.
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A heart for service:
Honoring Pastor Craig Peevyhouse’s legacy in disaster preparedness

MARTIN, Tenn., July 17, 2025 – EARN NATIONAL TITLE – UT Martin 
team members who 昀nished 昀rst in the 昀nals of the 11th national 
2025 CSBS Community Bank Case Study Competition are (l-r) 
Hayden Weber of Puryear; Aaron Bartholomew of Parsons; Blair 
James of Milan; Makenzi Bouras of Bumpus Mills; and Anna Batte 
of Bruceton.

UT Martin team wins third CSBS Community Bank Case Study competition

see SERVICE, page 6
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Regional students offer special concert in Marion Feb. 14
On Feb. 14, 

hundreds of students 
from our region will 
gather here in Marion 
as part of the Indiana 
Music Education 
Association’s 37th 
annual Circle the 
State with Song 
festival.

More than 300 

talented young 
singers from 
elementaries, 
middle schools, 
and junior high 
schools in Adams, 
Grant, Huntington, 
Kosciusko, Wabash, 
Wells, and Whitley 
counties will spend 
the day working with 

t li i i

starting at 3 p.m. Feb. 
14 (half an hour before 
the show), and will 
be available online 
at this site soon: 
https://circlethestate.
imeamusic.org/
middle-school. 
(Tickets purchased 
online must be 
presented for 

d i i )

participating in 
the Walton Center 
performance include 
Akron, Allen, 
Bluffton Harrison, 
Frances Slocum, 
Justice Intermediate, 
Kendall, Manchester 
Intermediate, 
Northview, 
Riverview, South 
Ad St P l

Paul Catholic, and 
Tippecanoe Valley 
Middle School. 

After weeks of 
practice on their own 
and at their schools, 
students will spend 
most of the day Feb. 14 
rehearsing the concert 
selections with a guest 
clinician at Marion 
Hi h S h l At

school and junior 
high students. Not 
only does it provide 
students the chance 
to sing challenging 
choral pieces with 
peers from around the 
area, it also provides 
music teachers 
an opportunity to 
observe and learn 
f th li i i

Marion, Indiana — 
CSA Civic Theatre is 
pleased to announce 
auditions for its 
upcoming production of 
Neil Simon’s Rumors, 
a fast-paced, laugh-out-
loud comedy filled with 
sharp dialogue, physical 
humor, and nonstop 
chaos.

Auditions will be held 
on February 16 and 17 
from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the CSA Main Building, 
located at 305 S. Adams 
Street in Marion. No 
appointments are 
necessary.

Rumors is a classic 
farce that centers on 
a group of affluent 
friends gathering for 
a dinner party that 
quickly spirals into 
confusion when the host 
is found injured, and 
the hostess is nowhere 
to be found. As the 
guests attempt to piece 
together what happened, 

misunderstandings 
multiply, secrets spill, 
and the night descends 
into hilarious mayhem.

CSA Civic Theatre 
is seeking performers 
with strong comedic 
timing, comfort with 
physical comedy, and a 
willingness to embrace 
fast-paced, ensemble-
driven storytelling. 
Actors of all experience 
levels are encouraged to 
audition.

Those auditioning 
should be prepared to 
read from sides provided 
at auditions. Additional 
information regarding 
rehearsal schedules 
and performance dates 
will be available at the 
audition.

For more information, 
visit www.csa-marion.
com/civic-theatre or 
contact Community 
School of the Arts at 
765-662-6263 or info@csa-
marion.com.

Neil Simon’s 
Rumors auditions

National Farm Show returns to Louisville for 60th year 
LOUISVILLE --  “Every year is an im-

portant year for the National Farm Ma-
chinery Show as we bring the best in the 
field together,” said David S. Beck, Pres-
ident and CEO of Kentucky Venues. 
“Reaching a milestone like the 60th anni-
versary is a powerful reminder of the 
show’s legacy and a chance to honor the 
generations of farmers, innovators, and 
partners who helped build the show, 
while continuing to look ahead at what’s 
next for the future of agriculture.”  

Over the four days, an international 
crowd will browse sold-out exhibit halls 
showcasing brands such as AGCO, Case 
IH, John Deere, Massey Ferguson, and 
New Holland. In addition to expansive 
equipment displays, attendees can take 
advantage of free daily educational semi-
nars led by industry experts offering in-

sight into the best farming and production 
practices. Visitors can also shop from 
nearly 50 retail vendors at the Gift & Craft 
Market selling clothes, keepsakes, souve-
nirs, and more. 

In tandem with the farm show, the 
57th Championship Tractor Pull spon-
sored by Farm Credit Mid-America returns 
to Freedom Hall for five dirt-slinging ses-
sions. Now featuring new seats in the 
lower sections, the event runs nightly at 7 
p.m. Wednesday through Saturday, with 
an additional noon session on Saturday. 
Around 200 drivers from across the 
United States and Canada will compete 
during the high-octane, heart-pounding 
sessions. Tickets can be purchased online 
via Ticketmaster and at the on-site Ticket 
Office. Livestream and archival footage 
are available at stream.champullorg.  

 The National Farm Machinery Show 
is free and open to the public. 

About the National Farm Machinery 
Show:  The National Farm Machinery 
Show (NFMS) is the world’s largest in-
door farm trade show, held annually at 
the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. Since its founding in 
1963, NFMS has brought together 
farmers, manufacturers, and agricultural 
professionals from around the globe to ex-
plore the latest farming technology, equip-
ment, and innovations. The four-day 
event features a sold-out show floor, free 
educational seminars, retail shopping, 
and the Championship Tractor Pull, mak-
ing it a cornerstone event for the agricul-
ture industry. The show brings in nearly 
$28 million in estimated economic impact 
to the Louisville region. 

NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW ISSUE 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Since taking 
office, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke L. Rollins has advanced a 
broad agenda aimed at improving 
public health, strengthening food ac-
cess, and modernizing federal nu-
trition programs, while supporting 
American farmers and rural com-
munities. 

One of Rollins’ most visible ac-
complishments is the release of the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 
2025–2030, developed jointly by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services. The updated guide-
lines emphasize “real food,” prioritiz-
ing whole, nutrient-dense options 
such as proteins, dairy, fruits, vege-
tables, whole grains, and healthy 
fats. USDA analysis shows healthy 
meals can be prepared for as little as 
$3 per serving, reinforcing the ad-
ministration’s focus on affordability 
and flexibility rather than rigid di-
etary mandates. 

Rollins has also overseen major 
reforms to the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP). 
Under new USDA stocking standards, 
more than 250,000 SNAP-authorized 
retailers will soon be required to 
carry more than twice the amount of 
nutrient-dense foods, dramatically 
expanding access to healthier options 
for low-income families nationwide. 

Public education and transpar-
ency have been another priority. The 
launch of RealFood.gov and a rede-
signed food pyramid provide families 
with practical tools, including shop-
ping lists, menu ideas, and resources 
tailored to different lifestyles and cul-
tural preferences. The site is expected 
to expand with additional family-
oriented guidance. 

Beyond retail grocery access, Rol-
lins has moved to align federal feed-
ing programs with the new dietary 

guidelines. Programs such as school 
meals and the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children (WIC) are being 
updated, influencing nearly $380 
million in daily USDA nutrition 
spending. 

Rollins has also encouraged states 
to adopt the new guidelines in local 
nutrition initiatives, calling them an 
investment in community health, 
rural economies, and America’s farm 
families. Her tenure has focused on 
pairing improved nutrition outcomes 
with economic opportunity, reinforc-
ing her message that better health 
begins on the plate — and should be 
within reach for every American 
household.

Brooke Rollins marks 
impactful first year as 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary 

Secretary Rollins recently visited 
Gallrein Farms in Shelbyville, where 
she accepted a certificate naming 
her Honorary Commissioner of Ag-
riculture for Kentucky from Ag 
Commissioner Jonathan Shell and 
met with local farmers to discuss 
key agricultural issues. 

Photo via USDA

Estimated crowd of over 300,000 is expected to fill the Kentucky Exposition 
Center during the 60th annual National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, 
marking six decades of showcasing the latest innovations, equipment, and 
technology in agriculture.       

Photo courtesy of National Farm Machinery Show

Investing in Grain Bins Now: 
Choosing the Right Partner Matters More Than Ever

By Laurna Todd 
Farmers’ Quarterly Writer 

 
As this year’s season approaches, 

farmers should consider more than just 
price when investing in grain bins. A 
high-quality grain bin can protect your 
harvest, maintain its value, and 
ensure your operation runs 
smoothly—but selecting the 
right company and dealer can 
be just as critical as choosing 
the bin itself. 

“Many dealers have the ca-
pability to sell a bin, but the 
question is—do they want to be 
there for you after the sale?” 
says Jason Workman, owner of 
Workman Bins Inc. “Too often, 
dealers are focused on one-
and-done sales. Farmers need 
partners who will help with in-
stallation, service, and ongoing support.” 

With the economy as unpredictable 
as current crop markets, farmers cannot 
afford downtime or frequent equipment 
breakdowns. Knowing your dealer will 
be there to respond promptly can make 
all the difference when timing is critical 
during harvest. 

Workman Bins Inc prides itself on 

going “beyond the sale.” Jason Workman 
emphasizes long-term relationships, say-
ing, “We want to be part of the farm’s 
generation-to-generation story. I make it 
a priority to know our customers, their 
families, and their equipment—so we 
can provide the right solutions, even if 

they don’t know exactly what 
they need.” 

For farmers seeking reliable 
grain storage, choosing a rep-
utable bin manufacturer is 
equally important. GSI is a 
leading name in grain bins, 
known for durability, innova-
tive designs, and nationwide 
support. “When you invest in a 
GSI bin through a company like 
Workman Bins, you’re not just 
buying equipment—you’re in-
vesting in peace of mind and 
long-term productivity,” Work-

man says. 
As harvest season approaches, stop 

in and talk with Jason or William any-
time. Partnering with a trusted dealer 
who understands your farm, provides 
ongoing service, and works with leading 
manufacturers like GSI can ensure your 
operation runs efficiently today and for 
years to come. 

Jason Workman 
Workman Bins 
Mayfield, KY
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Discover the legacy of clocks 
and the industrial age at the 

Dubois County Museum

Jasper, IN — The Rotary 
Club of  Dubois County 
is excited to announce 
a special online auction 
running from Monday, 
September 8 at 10:00 
a.m. through Thursday, 
September 18 at 10:00 
a.m. This unique auction 
features exclusive items 
personally donated by 
Olympic Champion Lilly 
King, with all proceeds 
benefiting the Rotary 
Club of  Dubois County. 
Interested supporters can 
pre-register for bidding 
now.

Auction items include:

with the ATHENA Award 
Banquet, where Lilly 
King will serve as keynote 
speaker on Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025. 
The event will honor 
five outstanding female 
leaders from Dubois 
County: Megan Durlauf, 
Diana Fischer, Clara 
Fromme, Laura Grammer, 
and Dr. Tara Rasche.

“This is a wonderful 
opportunity not only 
to hear from one of  the 
greatest athletes of  our 
time, but also to celebrate 
incredible women leaders 
right here in Dubois 

By Laurna Todd
Indiana Newspaper Group

The Dubois County 
Museum invites you to 
a fascinating program 
on Friday, September 26, 
at 11:00 a.m., featuring 
longtime Jasper resident 
and history enthusiast 
Jim Hedinger. Held at 
the museum (2704 N. 
Newton Street, Jasper), 
the presentation will delve 
into the intricate world of  
clocks, the evolution of  
gears, and their critical 
role in launching the 

Industrial Revolution.
Hedinger’s deep-rooted 

interest in clocks began 
with his Swiss ancestry, a 
culture long renowned for 
its precision timekeeping. 
His historical journey has 
taken him across Europe 
and to Connecticut, 
where he studied the life 
and innovations of  Eli 
Terry—an early American 
clockmaker who pioneered 
mass production and 
interchangeable parts. 
Terry’s work made 
timepieces affordable and 
revolutionized American 

manufacturing, helping 
lay the foundation for 
modern industry.

More than just a talk 
about clocks, Hedinger’s 
program will explore 
the broader implications 
of  industrialization, 
particularly as it relates 
to Dubois County. He’ll 
highlight how early 
German settlers brought 
craftsmanship from 
Europe and New England, 
helping transform the 
region’s economy through 
the use of  water-powered 
mills, steam engines, and 
eventually electricity.

This engaging and 
informative event is free 
to attend, though standard 
museum admission 
applies: $5 for adults, $3 
for high school students, 
and $2 for younger 
students. Children 
under four and museum 
members are admitted 
free.

The Dubois County 
Museum, operated 
entirely by volunteers, is 
open Tuesday–Friday (10 
a.m.–2 p.m.), Saturday (10 
a.m.–4 p.m.), and Sunday 
(1–4 p.m.). For more 
information, call (812) 
634-7733 or visit www.
duboiscountymuseum.org.

Don’t miss this 
opportunity to connect 
with local history, 
craftsmanship, and 
innovation—key parts of  
the heritage that shaped 
Dubois County and 
beyond.
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Rotary Club of Dubois 
County launches 

online auction 
featuring exclusive 

items from Olympic 
Champion Lilly King
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Community Day at Proctor Park 
celebrates first responders memorial

MARTIN, Tenn. – 
Five students from the 
University of  Tennessee at 
Martin College of  Business 
and Global Affairs became 
the third UTM team in eight 
years of  competition to 
win a title by finishing first 
in the 11th national 2025 
CSBS Community Bank 
Case Study Competition. 
The annual competition 
is open to undergraduate 
students in all fields of  
study to gain valuable 
first-hand knowledge of  
the banking industry. The 
Conference of  State Bank 
Supervisors announced 

finals competition results 
July 14 at www.csbs.org.

A total of  35 student 
teams representing 27 
colleges and universities 
from across the U.S. 
entered the competition. 
UT Martin’s team finished 
ahead of  the University 
of  Arkansas and Illinois 
State University, which 
finished second and 
third, respectively. The 
UT Martin team will 
present its findings at 
the Community Banking 
Research Conference, Oct. 
7-8, at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  St. Louis and 

webcast live. Each winning 
team member will receive a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“Competition was 
tight, but the University 
of  Tennessee at Martin 
team pulled ahead with 
exceptional depth and 
analysis in its case study,” 
said CSBS President and 
CEO Brandon Milhorn. 
“Ultimately, we are 
pleased that so many 
students participated in 
the competition and had an 
opportunity to learn more 
about the value and impact 

After more than a decade 
of  dedicated service, 
Pastor Craig Peevyhouse 
is retiring from his role as 
Disaster Coordinator at 
West Tennessee Healthcare 
– Henry County. As this 
chapter comes to a close, 
the community reflects 
on the quiet strength and 
unwavering compassion 
that have defined his 
career. A man of  deep faith 
and purpose, Pastor Craig 
truly embodies the spirit of  
West Tennessee Healthcare 
Henry County Hospital’ 
“Be the Good” campaign.

“I’ve always felt called 
to serve people at their 
worst moments,” he says. 
“And this role gave me that 
opportunity.”

Humble Roots and a 
Calling to Serve

Pastor Craig’s story 
begins in the small Mount 
Olive community between 
Dyer and Yorkville, 
Tennessee.

“I grew up very poor,” 
he recalls. “We didn’t even 
have indoor plumbing until 
after I got married.”

A serious childhood 
illness, rheumatic fever, 
left him bedridden 
for months, but that 
time wasn’t wasted. A 
homebound teacher 
introduced him to a 
lifelong love of  reading, 
planting the seeds for a 
future in ministry.

He and his wife, Deloris, 
share one son, Jameson, 
who has followed a similar 
path of  service. Jameson 
began his career as a 
911 dispatcher before 
eventually becoming the 
Director of  911 Services for 
Weakley County and later 
serving as the 911 Educator 
for the state of  Tennessee.

A Unique Ministry in 
Crisis

Pastor Craig’s journey 
into emergency response 
began long before his 

formal role as Disaster 
Coordinator.

“I’ve worked in EMS and 
served on rescue squads for 
many years,” he shares. “I 
have my EMT license and 
have worked as a critical 
care paramedic. Honestly, 
I’ve done more ministry in 
the back of  an ambulance 
than I ever have from the 
pulpit.”

When Pastor Craig 
started his career at the 
hospital, he served as the 
Director of  the Emergency 
Room. The role of  Disaster 
Coordinator was an 
additional part of  his 
duties.

Even though he has long 
since left the Director 
position, he has held 
the role of  Disaster 
Coordinator for 12 years. 
This role is one that’s 
brought both challenges 
and rewards.
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Honoring Pastor Craig Peevyhouse’s legacy in disaster preparedness

MARTIN, Tenn., July 17, 2025 – EARN NATIONAL TITLE – UT Martin 
team members who 昀nished 昀rst in the 昀nals of the 11th national 
2025 CSBS Community Bank Case Study Competition are (l-r) 
Hayden Weber of Puryear; Aaron Bartholomew of Parsons; Blair 
James of Milan; Makenzi Bouras of Bumpus Mills; and Anna Batte 
of Bruceton.

UT Martin team wins third CSBS Community Bank Case Study competition
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