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Arts Place is 
excited to welcome 
Adolfo Solis and 
Patty Poulson to the 
Arts Place Corporate 
Board of  Directors!

Patty hails from 
Hartford City 
and is a retired 
Executive Director 
of  the Blackford 
County Community 
Foundation where 
she also served as 
its Board President. 
She has served and 
or volunteered for 
many organizations 
in Blackford County. 
Patty holds a Masters 
in Education/
Administration 
form Ball State 
University and, prior 
to working at the 
Foundation, served 
as an administrator 
for Blackford County 
Schools.

As a part of  Patty’s 
three-year term 
on the Arts Place 

Corporate Board 
of  Directors, she 
will also serve on 
Arts Place’s annual 
campaign committee.

Adolfo Solis is the 
owner of  Progressive 
del Toro in downtown 
Portland. He is a 
member of  the IU 
Health Jay, John 
Jay Center for 
Learning, the Jay 
County Development 
Corporation Board 
of  Directors. He also 
serves as the director 
of  CASA de Portland. 
Adolfo holds a 
Bachelors Degree 
from Ball State 
University.

As a part of  
Adolfo’s three-year 
term on the Arts 
Place Corporate 
Board of  Directors, 
Adolfo will also 
serve on an ad hoc 
committee to expand 
arts and culture in 
our region.

Two Marion 
High School 
students have been 
selected to perform 
in the Indiana 
Jazz Education 
Association All-
District Jazz Honor 
Band. 

The musicians 
selected are juniors 
Thomas Owen and 
Elaina Dunham, 
who both play 
trombone.

The All-District 
Jazz Honor Band, 
which features 
select students 
from around the 
area in grades nine 
through 12, is a 
great opportunity 
and gives students a 
chance to learn and 
grow as musicians. 
To be selected for 
the IJEA Honor 
Band, students are 
recommended by 
their band director, 
and must submit 
applications to 
be considered for 

the Honor Band 
earlier this year. 
Applications from 
students across the 
state were evaluated 
to select members of  
this talented group. 

Selected musicians 
were tasked with 
practicing the 
musical selections 
in preparation 
for the special 

performance. They 
will gather to 
rehearse together on 
Nov. 14, then offer a 
public performance 
Nov. 15 at Pendleton 
Heights High 
School, under the 
direction of  Adam 
Waller, Director of  
Bands at Anderson 
University, and 
Mark Middleton, 

a longtime band 
director who is 
now on staff  at the 
Indiana State School 
Music Association 
(ISSMA).

Congratulations to 
these talented, hard-
working students 
on this great 
accomplishment!

MHS musicians selected for IJEA 
All-District Jazz Honors Band

Solis, Poulson 
joins Arts Place as 
board members

Thomas Owen Elaina Dunham
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Fairmount residents participate in 
numerous activities

When the late Lourae Rumple taught, she painted alongside her students. At 
the Saturday, November 7 celebration of her life, visitors painted pictures at the 
Fairmount Public Library. Rumple’s work was on display, to inspire others and 
remember her talent.

Main Street Fairmount has invited the public to join their 
board meeting  Thursday November 19 from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. at The Branch to catch up on their future plans and 

enjoy light refreshments. 

Community members have begun to enjoy the decorating, added chairs and lights, 
as well as a mural at “The Alley at Main.”  State Representative Lori Goss-Reeves 
was in attendance last weekend and posted on Facebook: It was a beautiful day 
on Main Street in
Fairmount as we gathered to celebrate the ribbon cutting for The Alley at Main. 
Thank you to everyone who donated and to Brittany who led this project. I love
our small towns. Fairmount still feels like my home.

Saturday, November 7, the Fairmount Public Library hosted an “Art and Chat: 
Remembering Lourae” to honor the late Lourae Rumple, who passed away August 
19 at age 65. For many years, Rumple led one of the most popular activities at the 
library, “Painting with Lourae.” It was held on Saturdays throughout the year, except 
in the summer months when Rumple was an avid gardener and ran a business 
selling plants, vegetables, and flowers.

In October, Glenda Barry, a writer from Muncie, 
spoke about her writing life and times at the 
Fairmount Public Library. About a dozen attended. 
Refreshments were served and a lively question and 
answer exchange took place throughout Barry’s 
presentation. Many stayed to visit afterward.



There’s a lot of  
packing when you 
take a hunting trip 
that lasts several 
days. And the weather 
report might be the 
most important factor 
when deciding what 
to take. As I began 
to pack for this last 
trip, I really just went 
through the motions. 
I had made this trip 
so many times, I 
had packing down 
to a fine art. Several 
weeks before my trip, 
I begin making the 
list of  everything I 
need to bring. A few 
days before I leave, 
I begin gathering it 
all together in a few 
places. I like this 

approach because I’m 
not rushing just hours 
before I leave. This 
year was no different. 
I did what I always 
do, except I neglected 
to check the weather 
until I had everything 
gathered up. Then 
things changed. I 
found out it was going 
to be unseasonably 
warm, and it was 
going to rain most of  
my time there. Now 
my mind begins to 
race and reorganize. 
What I had planned 
for, and prepared 
for, now had to be 
changed- or at least 
thought out one more 
time. I decided that 
my tree stand needed 

to be replaced with 
a ground blind and 
my cold weather gear 
needed to 
be replaced 
with a rain 
suit and 
plenty of  
extra clothes 
that I might 
need to stay 
dry. So, I 
quickly 
adapted, 
made the 
trip, and 
was glad I 
made my 
last-minute changes. 
I even arrowed a nice 
buck on the last day 
out of  my ground 
blind. I did the Clint 
Eastwood thing. I 

adapted, improvised, 
and overcame.

If  there is one 
characteristic 
that marks 
successful 
people, it is 
the ability 
to adapt. 
Rarely do 
things go as 
planned. And 
if  they do go 
as planned 
now, there 
will come a 
time when 
those same 

plans will lead to a 
different outcome. I 
mean while you and 
I may not want to 
change our ways, a 
changing world will 

demand it if  we are to 
keep up. Or if  we are 
to fulfill our purpose. 
As Christians, we are 
to be salt and light 
to the world we find 
ourselves in. I know 
this may cause a rub, 
but I want to remind 
you that striving to 
change our world 
is honorable and 
worthwhile. But don’t 
forget that our true 
call is to adapt. It is to 
add our salt and light 
to any environment 
we find ourselves 
in. And when we 
understand that we 
can make all the plans 
we want without being 
afraid to change them. 
Because adapting isn’t 

a change of  plans. 
Adapting is part of  the 
plan.

Gary Miller
Outdoortruths.org

Gary Miller has 
written Outdoor 
Truths articles for 
24 years. He has 
also written five 
books which include 
compilations of  his 
articles and a father/
son devotional. He also 
speaks at wild-game 
dinners and men’s 
events for churches 
and associations. Stay 
updated on Outdoor 
Truths each week 
by subscribing at 
Outdoortruths.org

He didn’t receive a 
miracle, but his friend 
did. His friend was 
delivered from death, 
but he wasn’t. The 
Bible says that the 
suffering experienced 
by the disciples James 
and Peter ended quite 
differently. James 
was martyred by 
Herod, but Peter was 
miraculously

 freed from prison by 
a heavenly angel (Acts 
12:1-19). Considering 
that there wasn’t 
a hair’s difference 
between them, why 
was James allowed to 
die while Peter was 
granted freedom?

Because sometimes 

God wills to deliver 
His people and 
sometimes He doesn’t. 
God did not love Peter 
more than James. 
Peter had not prayed 
more fervently or with 
more faith than his 
colleague. Peter was 
not a better follower 
of  Jesus than James. 
It was simply the 
sovereign

 will of  God to grant 
Peter deliverance 
while withholding it 
from James.

God may also 
deliver you from your 
suffering and trials, 
or He may allow them 
to persist. The sun of  
His providence may 

dry up the clouds of  
trouble, or it might 
hide behind them for a 
torrential season. You 
can petition the Lord 
to end your afflictions 
(cf. Psalm

 13:1), and He may 
will them to cease 
today or to last for a 
thousand tomorrows. 
God may allow you 
to keep your thorn in 
the flesh, or He may 
gracefully remove it 
(2 Cor. 12:7-10). God 
may deliver you from 
the fiery furnace, or 
He may deliver you 
over to fiery afflictions 
such as those endured 
by Job (Job 1:6-22; 
Dan. 3:24-27).

You cannot know 
what the sovereign 
will of  the Lord is. He 
has written a novel for 
your life that only He 
may read. As Moses 
said, “The secret 
things belong to the 
LORD our God” (Deut. 
29:29). However, you 
can be certain that 
whatever God wills for 
His children is good.

 Paul declared, 
“And we know that 
all things work 
together for good to 
them that love God, 
to them who are the 
called according to 
his purpose” (Romans 
8:28; cf. Ezra 8:22).

Jane Borthwick 

(1813—1897) 
captured 
the spirit of  
submission 
to God’s will 
that ought 
to mark all 
saints in 
the opening 
line of  her 
lesser-known 
hymn,

My Jesus, 
as Thou Wilt:

“My Jesus, 
as Thou wilt:

O may Thy will be 
mine!

Into Thy hand of  
love

I would my all 
resign.

Through sorrow or 

thro’ joy,
Conduct me 

as Thine own,
And help 

me still to 
say,

“My Lord, 
Thy will be 
done.”

Note:
 For more 

devotional 
readings 
like this, 
check out my 

newest book, Bible 
Gleanings Volume III, 
and for the Christmas 
season, Let Earth 
Receive Her King.

 These two books 
and more are available 
on Amazon.

Teresa LeNeave
Leneave2@comcast.net

President Lincoln 
is famous for 
proclaiming, 
“United 
we stand – 
Divided we 
fall”, but it 
certainly is 
not original 
with Lincoln. 
Aesop, 
a Greek 
storyteller 
who lived 
during the 
6th century 
B.C. wrote a 
fable, “The Four Oxen 
and the Lion”. In it, 
the last line of  the 
fable reads, “united 
we stand, divided we 
fall”.  Jesus Christ 
said the same thing: 
“Every kingdom 
divided against 
itself  is brought to 
desolation, and every 
city or house divided 
against itself  will not 
stand” Matthew 12:25. 
The gospel of  Mark 
states it yet another 
way, “And if  a house 
is divided against 
itself, that house 
cannot stand” Mark 
3:25.

Aesop’s story goes 
like this: “A lion used 
to prowl about a field 

in which four oxen 
used to dwell. Many a 
time he tried to attack 
them; but whenever 
he came near, they 

turned their 
tails to warn 
another, 
so that 
whichever 
way he 
approached 
them he was 
met by the 
horns of  
one of  them. 
At last, 
however, 
they fell 
a-quarrelling 

among themselves, 
and each went off  to 
pasture alone in the 
separate corner of  the 
field. Then the Lion 
attacked them one by 
one and soon made an 
end of  all four. United 
we stand. Divided we 
fall.” (The Four Oxen 
and the Lion; Fables 
of  Aesop.com). 

The statement’s 
meaning is 
undisputable. 
Everyone knows it 
is truth so why is it 
that there is still so 
much division? Is it 
not plain, “division 
will end in a fall?  In 
destruction,” just like 
Jesus said.

When Jesus made 

this statement, He 
had just healed a 
man possessed by the 
devil and the people 
were amazed by His 
power to heal and 
restore. In the context 
of  the story, He was 
speaking directly 
to the Pharisees 
who had made the 
statement that He was 
only able to cast out 
devils “by Beelzebub 
(Satan) the prince 
of  the devils”.  Jesus 
took this opportunity 
to explain that he 
could not possibly be 
casting out devils by 
the power of  the devil 
because that is “a 
house divided against 
itself, which cannot 
possibly stand”. 

That truth still 
applies today and 
is applicable to 
the world we find 
ourselves living in. A 
house divided cannot 
stand. Does anyone 
agree on much of  
anything anymore?

Jesus goes on to 
explain, both in 
Matthew and in Mark, 
that any kingdom 
divided against itself  
will be destroyed, and 
any house divided 
against itself  cannot 
stand. To put that 
on a level we relate 

to just think about a 
marriage; a school 
system; a country; 
a civic organization 
or a church. Most 
of  us have been in a 
situation that proves 
a house divided 
against itself  will be 
destroyed. It’s the age-
old trick: divide and 
conquer.  A house, or 
a kingdom, that fights 
against itself  cannot 
prosper nor will it 
have the strength 
to overcome the 
struggles and battles 
it goes through.

A house divided 
is imposing self-
inflicting wounds. 
The Pharisees were 
attacking their 
own house (Jesus). 
Both, Jesus and 
the Pharisees, were 

warriors in a battle 
for good and evil, but 
because Jesus didn’t 
follow the rules the 
Pharisees thought 
needed to be followed, 
they condemned him.

As Christians, we 
must not be divided. 
But that leads us to 
ask who is right? 
There has to be only 
one “truth”. 

Jesus said, “I am 
the way, the truth 
and the life – no man 
comes to the Father 
but by me”. Clearly, 
truth must have a 
marker; a standard 
to attain to. Can we 
honestly believe there 
are dozens of  markers 
and hitting any one of  
them is okay? Jesus 
didn’t think so. He 
said He is the Truth. 

Honestly, I believe 
that is the root of  
our shaking world. 
Multitudes of  young 
people are taught that 
their truth is what is 
truth to them. And, 
if  Christians can’t 
agree on what “truth 
is”, then how can we 
expect the world to 
understand? If  we 
stand united on what 
the Bible says, and 
if  we are not divided 
in our beliefs as 
the body of  Christ, 
we will be much 
stronger in a world 
that is wallowing 
in anger and 
misunderstanding 
toward each other. 

I believe it is time 
for Christians to 
re-examine what is 
dividing us.
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Teresa LeNeave

Division has one ending... divided house

Brandon 
Bramlett

Gary Miller

If God Wills 

Outdoor Truths: Adapt 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of  God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
– 1 Thessalonians 5:18
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Area Deaths
Southern and East Central Indiana

Victoria “Vicki” L. Granacher
Victoria L. “Vicki” Granacher, age 74, of Jasper, 
Indiana, passed away surrounded by family at 10:34 
p.m. on Sunday, November 8, 2026, at Deaconess 
Memorial Medical Center in Jasper, Indiana. A Mass 
of Christian Burial for Victoria L. Granacher will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, November 19, 2026, 
at Holy Family Catholic Church in Jasper, Indiana, 
with burial to follow in Fairview Cemetery. A visi-
tation will be held from 3:00-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 18, 2026, at the Beche-Kluesner Downtown 
Chapel in Jasper, Indiana, and one hour before ser-
vices at the church on Thursday, November 19, 2026, 
from 9:30 a.m. until the 10:30 a.m. Mass time.  

Edward “Ed” J. Bredhold
Edward J. “Ed” Bredhold, age 94, of Huntingburg, 
Indiana, passed away at 7:15 a.m. on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 2026, at Brookside Village in Jasper. A Mass 
of Christian Burial for Edward J. Bredhold will be 
held at 11:30 a.m. on Friday, November 13, 2026, at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Huntingburg, Indiana, 
with burial to follow in the church cemetery. The 
American Legion Post #147 will conduct military 
graveside rites. A visitation will be held from 9:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. at the Becher-Kluesner Down-
town Chapel in Jasper, Indiana, on Friday, Novem-
ber 13, 2026. 

Julie Stenftenagel
Sulie Stenftenagel, age 83, of St. Anthony, Indiana, 
passed away at 11:10 p.m. on Friday, November 6, 
2026, at home surrounded by family. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial for Julie Stenftenagel will be held at 11:00 
a.m. on Thursday, November 12, 2026, at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church in St. Anthony, Indiana, with burial 
to follow in the church cemetery. 

Othmar “Ottie” C. Striegel
Othmar C. “Ottie” Striegel 88, of Schnellville, Indi-
ana, passed away peacefully on November 5, 2026 at 
Cypress Grove Rehabilitation Center in Newburgh. 
A Mass of Christian Burial for Othmar “Ottie” C. 
Striegel was held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 
10, 2026, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Schnell-
ville, Indiana, with burial to follow in the church 
cemetery. The St. Anthony American Legion con-
ducted military graveside rites. 

 Dennis “Denny” S. Lampert
Dennis S. Lampert, age 87, of Jasper, Indiana, passed 
away surrounded by family at 2:38 a.m. on Wednes-
day, November 4, 2026, at Deaconess Memorial Med-
ical Center in Jasper, Indiana. A Mass of Christian 
Burial for Dennis S. Lampert was held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church in St. Anthony, Indiana, with burial 
to follow in Enlow Cemetery in Jasper, Indiana. The 
St. Anthony American Legion conducted military 
graveside rites. ficiated. Burial followed in St. Mary 
Cemetery.

Brenda K. Brown
SBrenda K. Brown, age 73, of Jasper, Indiana, passed 
away on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, at her home 
with family by her side. A funeral service for Brenda 
K. Brown will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, No-
vember 16, 2026, at the Becher-Kluesner North Side 
Funeral Home. A burial will follow at Portersville 
Cemetery. A visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. service time on Monday at the funeral 
home. 

Thelma Mae Davidson
Thelma Mae Davidson obituary is pending.

 Dolores L Fuesler
Dolores L. Fuesler, age 78, of Huntingburg, passed 
away on Tuesday, November 3, 2026 at Serenity 
Springs Senior Living at Northwood in Jasper. A 
mass of Christian burial began at 10:30 a.m. E.S.T. 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Huntingburg with 
burial to follow in the church cemetery. A parish 
rosary was held at the church at 10:00 a.m. prior to 
the service. 

Myron Eugene Runyan
Myron Eugene Runyan, age 95 of Jasper, passed 
away on Monday, November 2, 2026, at St. Charles 
Health Campus in Jasper. Visitation for Myron 
Runyan was held on Thursday, November 5th at 
Central Christian Church in Huntingburg from 9:00 
a.m. until the time of the services at 11:00. Jacob 
Keeling, officiated the service. Burial followed in 
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Huntingburg. Nass and Son 
Funeral Home has been entrusted with the funeral 
arrangements.

Charles L. “Buck” Brown
Charles L. “Buck” Brown, 78, passed away on No-
vember 6, 2026. Funeral services were held at 6:30 PM 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, at Huber Funeral 
Home, Tell City Chapel.

 Linda Peter
Linda S. Peter, 79, passed away on November 5, 2026, 
at Serenity Springs Senior Living in Jasper. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was held at 10:00 AM CST on 
Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at St. Mark Catholic 
Church. Rev. Tony Hollowell officiated with burial to 
follow in the church cemetery.

Mary Ann Wheatley
Mary Ann Wheatley, 84, passed away November 5, 
2026. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at 10:00 
AM CST on Monday, November 9, 2026, at St. Paul 
Catholic Church. Rev. Tony Hollowell officiated with 
burial to follow in St. Augustine Church Cemetery in 
Leopold.

Martha Nell DeWitt
Martha Nell DeWitt, 81, passed away on November 3, 
2026, at Deaconess Gateway Hospital in Newburgh. 
Funeral services were held at 1:00 PM CST on Fri-
day, November 6, 2026, at Huber Funeral Home, Tell 
City Chapel. Her son, R. Wayne DeWitt officiated. 
Burial followed in Ebenezer Cemetery near Hatfield. 

Cora R. Hopf 
Cora Rose Hopf, age 9, of Jasper, passed away at 7:09 
a.m. on November 3, 2026, at her home, surrounded 
by her family. A private graveside service for Cora 
R. Hopf will be held at Community Cemetery of 
Haysville, in Haysville, Indiana. A celebration of life 
will be held at Redemption Christian Church in Jas-
per on November 14, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., E.S.T., with 
a meal to follow. Rainey Funeral Home in Dale has 
been entrusted with handling the arrangements.  

Mark Anthony Fletcher II

MMark Anthony Fletcher II, age 49, of Dale, passed 
away at 7:40 a.m., Tuesday, November 3, 2026, at his 
home surrounded by his family. No services will be 
held at this time. Rainey Funeral Home in Dale has 
been entrusted with handling the arrangements.

David P. VanCleave
David P. VanCleave - September 5, 1942 ~ November 
6, 2026 - A Memorial Service will be held at Need-
ham-Storey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, 
Storey Chapel, 400 E Main Street, Gas City, Indiana 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, at 10:30 am. For 
the Lord is good and his love endures forever; God’s 
faithfulness continues through all generations 
(Psalm 100:5).

Leigh Street
Lilianne “Leigh” Street, 77, Greentown, passed away 
at 10:39 am on Thursday, November 5, 2026, at Majes-
tic Care of Carmel. The family received visitors from 
9:30 am to 11:30 am on Tuesday, November 10, 2026, 
at Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation 
Service, Storey Chapel, 400 E. Main St, Gas City, 
IN. Immediately following the time of visitation, a 
service to celebrate Leigh’s life was held at 11:30 am 
with Pastor Mick Simpkins officiating. Burial took 
place at Marion National Cemetery.

Marylin Cloud
Marylin J. Cloud, 79, of Marion, passed away at 5:45 
p.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2026, at Marion 
Health. At Marylin’s request, there will be no public 
visitation or funeral service. Arrangements are 
entrusted to Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral & 
Cremation Service, North Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin 
Ave., Marion, IN.

Joyce Ann Chaney
Joyce Ann Brewer Chaney, 72, Marion, went to 
Heaven on Wednesday, November 4, 2026. The 
family received visitors from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, at Needham-Sto-
rey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, North 
Chapel 1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, IN. Immedi-
ately following the time of visitation, a service to 
celebrate Joyce’s life was held at 12:00 noon with 
Pastor Bruce Koontz officiating.  Burial took place at 
Gardens of Memory - Marion.

Sunnie Jo (Gross) Greer
Sunnie Jo Greer, 54, of Marion, passed away at 7:33 
a.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2026, in Marion. 
The family will receive visitors from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon on Monday, November 23, 2026, at The 
River Church, Lakeview Chapel, 5316 S. Western 
Ave. , Marion, IN. Immediately following the time of 
visitation, a service to celebrate Sunnie’s life will be-
gin at 12:00 noon with Pastor Ken Dykhoff officiating.

Thomas Lee Brown

Thomas Lee Brown, 78, of Marion, passed away at 
1:58 a.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2026, at As-
cension St. Vincent in Indianapolis. At Thomas’s 
request, there will be no public visitation or funeral 
service. Arrangements are entrusted to Need-
ham-Storey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, 
North Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, IN.

Barbara Boyd
Barbara A. Boyd, a cherished soul who embraced 
life with grace and compassion, peacefully departed 
this world with her sons beside her on November 3, 
2026, at Westminster Village in Muncie, Indiana. The 
family received visitors from 11:00 am to 12:00 noon 
on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, at Needham-Sto-
rey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation Service, North 
Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Marion, IN. Imme-
diately following the time of visitation, a service to 
celebrate Barbara’s life was held at 12:00 noon with 
Pastor Jeff Jahn officiating. Entombment took place 
at Grant Memorial Park.

Deloris Marie Carmack
Deloris Marie Carmack, 93, of Marion, passed 
away at 11:08 p.m. on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, at 
Marion Health. The family received visitors from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday, November 6, 2026, 
at Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral & Cremation 
Service, North Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin Ave., Mari-
on, IN. Immediately following the time of visitation, 
a service to celebrate Deloris’ life was held at 1:00 
p.m. with Pastor Andrew Morrell officiating. Burial 
took place at Grant Memorial Park.

Kenneth Lee Oliver Sr.
Kenneth Lee Oliver Sr., 88, of Marion, Indiana, 
passed away peacefully surrounded by his family on 
November 2, 2026, in Marion. Visitation was held on 
Friday, November 6, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at Raven Choate Robinson Funeral Home, 1202 West 
Kem Road, Marion, Indiana. Funeral services began 
there at 1:00 p.m. Burial followed at Grant Memo-
rial Park Cemetery, 1606 West 26th Street, Marion, 
Indiana.

Kate J Kemmer
Kate J. Kemmer, age 66, passed away peacefully on 
Friday, November 6, 2026, at Bethlehem Woods in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. A graveside service took place 
on Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at Knox Chapel 
Cemetery at 1:00 PM with Pastor Matthew Trexler of-
ficiating, military honors provided by US Navy and 
American Legion Post 317 Greentown, Indiana.

Gloria Jean Marrs
Gloria Jean Marrs, 82, passed away on November 5, 
2026, at Ball Memorial Hospital in Muncie, IN. Ser-
vice have been entrusted to the Fairmount Chapel 
of Armes-Hunt Life Celebration Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service, 415 S. Main Street, Fairmount, 
Indiana. Visitation will be on Saturday, November 
14, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Fairmount 
Chapel. The funeral service will begin at 2:00 p.m. 
with Pastor Joe Baylock and Pastor Bob McFarland 
officiating. Burial will follow at Park Cemetery.

Darlene S. Pinkerton
Darlene S Pinkerton, age 78, died Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2026, at IU Methodist, Indianapolis. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted to the Jones-Smith Chap-
el of Armes-Hunt Life Celebration Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, 259 North Main Street, Upland, 
Indiana 46989, where a visitation was held on Sun-
day, November 8, 2026, from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. A funeral 
service was held on Monday, November 9, 2026, at 
Pierce Church, 201 North 8th Street, Upland, Indi-
ana, at 11:00 a.m. with Jeff Huston officiating. Burial 
followed the funeral at Jefferson Cemetery.

Albert C. Harker
Albert C. Harker, age 90, passed away peacefully 
on Nov.7, 2026, in his home. Visitation will be held 
on Thursday November 12, 2026 from 4pm-7pm at 
Gethsemane Episcopal Church, 111 E. 9th St. in 
Marion, Indiana. There will also be visitation on 
Friday, November 13, 2026 from 10am-10:45am in the 
church. The funeral mass will begin at 11am with the 
Rev. Mindy Hancock officiating. Burial will follow in 
the IOOF Cemetery, 2225 S Lincoln Blvd, Marion, IN 
46953.  

   Patricia Jo Conner  

Patricia Jo Conner, 83, of Marion, Indiana, died on 
November 4, 2026, in Marion. The services will be 
private. Owen-Weilert-Duncan Funeral Home, Mar-
ion Chapel, 2722 South Washington Street, Marion, 
Indiana was entrusted with the arrangements.

Mary Lou Cameron
Mary Lou Cameron, 85, of Hartford City, Indiana, 
passed away Saturday, November 7, 2026, at The Wa-
ters of Hartford City. Funeral services were held at 
12:00 p.m. (noon) on Wednesday, November 11, 2026, 
at Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 North High Street, 
Hartford City, with Pastor Troy Kaufman officiating. 
Burial followed at Gardens of Memory in Muncie, 
Indiana.
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What’s more important: Character or Reputation?
Appreciating and 

honoring our nation’s 
Veterans

This is the official 
week when we honor 
and remember our 
veterans from all wars, 
though we honor their 
service and sacrifices 
every day of the year. 
The current number 
of living veterans 
is approximately 17 
million according 
to various Federal 
data sources, and we 
sincerely say, thank 
you. Veterans Day 
is not the same as 
Memorial Day, as 
this day of honor is 
a time to remember 
those who literally 
gave their lives for our 
country, particularly 
in combat or from 
wounds sustained 
in battle. Veterans 
Day, originally called 
Armistice Day, marked 
the end of WW1. In 
1954, the title was 
changed to Veterans 
Day, and recognizes all 
those who have served 
in war or peace, living 
or deceased, to show 
appreciation for their 

military service.
When we think 

about those who have 
served our nation, 
we realize that many 
men and women have 
paid a great price 
trying to defend and 
protect us, and we are 
truly grateful. We can 
also look around and 
see many wounded 
warriors who are forced 
to live with physical 
disabilities along with 
serious psychological 
problems resulting 
from what they have 
gone through. Though 
we might not be aware 
of the severity of this 
situation, there is an 
ongoing phenomenon 
regarding the high 
rate of suicide among 
U.S. military veterans. 
According to a report 
published by the United 
States Department of  
Veterans Affairs in 
2016, which analyzed 55 
million individual cases 
from 1974 to 2014, along 
with more recent data, 
it tragically confirmed 
that an average of  
17 veterans commit 
suicide each day. In 

May 2019, President 
Trump signed an 
executive order for an 
initiative to counter 
this horrible reality. 
The program aims to 
equip state and local 
governments with the 
resources necessary to 
identify and intervene 
in scenarios where 
veterans may be at risk. 
Included within the 
record $80 billion for 
veteran health services 
is $10 billion allocated 
to mental health 
services.                                                              

There is a story 
about a young man 
named Josh who 
suffered a traumatic 
brain injury in Iraq, 
which left him with 
extreme hopelessness 
and depression. He 
had been deployed 
Southwest of Baghdad, 
where, during an 
attack, a mortar 
exploded 10 feet away 
from him, leaving him 
severely wounded and 
with a one-way ticket 
home. Six months 
later, on one particular 
winter evening, he was 
really having a hard 

time trying 
to fight the 
shadows 
of fear and 
sadness. His 
Ka-Bar knife 
was lying 
on the table 
beside his 
computer, 
where he had 
just written a 
letter trying 
to explain his 
torment. He 
stepped outside to sit on 
the cold and wet cement 
steps, just wanting to 
end it all. 

He remembers 
promising himself  
that tonight I will, as 
he took another drag 
from his cigarette. 
Staring out into the 
darkness, he noticed 
something moving and 
soon discovered it was 
a kitten that was slowly 
walking toward him. 
It was soaking wet but 
friendly, and obviously, 
being so skinny, it was 
hungry. It was a tom 
with black and white 
patches, and when Josh 
reached out to pet him, 
the mysterious visitor 

leaned into 
his touch 
and started 
to purr. This 
emotional 
connection 
with another 
living being 
triggered 
something 
deep within 
Josh’s heart 
as he felt hot 
tears running 
down his face 

in the cold drizzle. The 
kitten did not show fear 
but just kept staring 
at him with beautiful 
green eyes. In fact, 
Josh says this innocent 
creature seemed 
to understand how 
desperately I needed 
a friend at that very 
moment.                                                                                                                                    

Josh carried his 
unexpected guest 
inside, dried him off, 
and gave him some 
food. His plan to end it 
all had been distracted. 
Holding the kitten 
close, Josh considered 
he might not be able 
to deal with his own 
problems, but decided 
that he could try to 

help this little fellow 
with his. Josh named 
him Scout, and on bad 
days, Scout would curl 
up in Josh’s lap and 
shower him with love 
that brought comfort 
and peace. Over the 
next few weeks, the 
bond they developed 
inspired Josh to request 
help for his depression, 
and eventually, he 
grew stronger in his 
faith and confidence. 
It’s not a stretch of the 
imagination that Scout 
helped save his life, as 
Josh is now married 
and his wife just gave 
birth to a baby girl. Of  
course, Scout still loves 
to sleep in Josh’s lap. If  
you are a veteran and 
struggling with PTSD, 
counselors are available 
at 1-800-273-8255. “I 
sought the Lord, and he 
heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears” 
Psalm 34:4.

Dr. Holland is an 
ordained minister, 
chaplain, and author. 
Read more about 
the Christian life at 
billyhollandministries.
com

Dr. Billy Holland

By Vicki Kirkman, 
Youth First, Inc.

As a parent, the idea 
of  children taking 
risks might bring to 
mind concerns about 
drug use, reckless 
driving, or negative 
peer influences. These 
behaviors can be 
dangerous and lead to 
serious consequences. 
However, not all 
risks are harmful. 
Healthy risks 
encourage children 
to step outside their 
comfort zones, explore 
new experiences, 
and discover 
their capabilities. 
Taking these risks 
can help children 
build confidence, 
self-esteem, and 
independence.

Children should 
be encouraged to 
take healthy risks 
that promote fun, 
personal growth, and 
exploration. Some 
children naturally 
gravitate toward 

new experiences and 
enjoy the excitement 
of  trying something 
different. Others may 
be more hesitant, 
especially if  they 
experience anxiety or 
feel uncomfortable in 
unfamiliar settings.

Regardless of  
their personality, all 
children can benefit 
from healthy risk-
taking when they feel 
supported by a trusted 
adult. With thoughtful 
consideration and 
appropriate guidance, 
trying something new 
can become a positive 
learning experience.

Parents and 
caregivers can 
encourage healthy 
risk-taking by 
helping children find 
opportunities that 
match their interests. 
If  your child enjoys 
watching a particular 
sport but has never 
played, encourage 
them to try out for 
a team or join a 
recreational league. 

Music lessons, school 
plays, talent shows, 
and new hobbies also 
provide opportunities 
to explore interests 
and develop new 
skills.

For children who 
are shy or want 
to build stronger 
connections with 
others, volunteering 
or participating in 
community projects 
can be a great place 
to start. Joining them 
in these activities 
allows adults to model 
positive social skills 
and offer reassurance. 
Other healthy risks 
might include inviting 
a new friend over, 
trying a different 
hairstyle or clothing 
style, tasting an 
unfamiliar food, or 
ordering their own 
meal at a restaurant. 
Even small steps can 
help children become 
more comfortable with 
new experiences.

Parents and 
caregivers play 

an important 
role in helping 
children navigate 
the uncertainty 
that comes with 
taking risks. Keep 
communication 
open and offer 
encouragement 
without putting 
pressure on children 
to participate before 
they feel ready. Talk 
about the effort and 
patience that learning 
something new may 
require, as well as 
the potential benefits, 
such as making 
friends, discovering 
interests, and 
developing new skills.

Remind children 
that it is normal 
to feel nervous or 
uncomfortable when 
trying something 
unfamiliar. Those 
feelings may 
eventually give way 
to pride, happiness, 
and a sense of  
accomplishment. Even 
when an experience 
doesn’t go as planned, 

children can learn 
valuable lessons about 
themselves and how 
to approach future 
challenges.

The goal isn’t to 
eliminate risk from 
a child’s life, but to 
help them learn how 
to take thoughtful, 
healthy risks. Adults 
can guide children 
in recognizing the 
difference between 
opportunities that 
encourage growth 
and choices that put 
their safety or well-
being at risk. By 
creating a supportive 
environment where 
children feel safe 
exploring, making 
mistakes, and learning 
from experience, 
parents can help them 
develop the confidence 
and judgment they 
need to navigate the 
world around them.

Vicki Kirkman, 
MSW, LCSW, LCAC, is 
a Youth First Mental 
Health Professional 
at Gibson Southern 

High School in 
Gibson County. 
Youth First, Inc., is a 
nonprofit dedicated to 
strengthening youth 
and families. Youth 
First provides over 100 
highly trained mental 
health professionals 
(primarily master’s 
level social workers), 
prevention programs, 
parent engagement 
coordinators, and 
bilingual support 
personnel to 138 
schools across 15 
Indiana counties. 
Over 56,000 youth 
and families each 
year are served by 
Youth First’s school-
based social work and 
community programs 
that promote mental 
health, prevent 
substance misuse, 
and maximize student 
success. To learn more 
about Youth First, 
visit youthfirstinc.org 
or call 812-421-8336.

Youth First, Inc.
Encouraging your child to take healthy risks

Variables the could elevate your risk for stroke
The World Stroke 

Organization notes 
that more than 12.2 
million individuals 
experience stroke 
each year across the 
globe. Perhaps even 
more telling, the 
WSO reports that, 
globally, one in four 
people over age 25 will 
have a stroke in their 
lifetime.

Stroke is indeed a 
threat to public health. 
However, despite the 
prevalence of stroke, 
individuals are not 
helpless against it. 
Various risk factors 
for stroke are within 
individuals’ control, 
and it’s never too early 
for adults to prioritize 
stroke prevention. 
With that in mind, the 
following are some 
of the most common 
risk factors for stroke, 
courtesy of the WSO.

• Elevated systolic 
blood pressure: 
The American Heart 

Association notes that 
an elevated systolic 
blood pressure means 
the upper number 
on a blood pressure 
reading is between 120 
and 129. Systolic blood 
pressure measures the 
pressure your blood 
is pushing against 
the artery walls each 
time the heart beats. 
Individuals diagnosed 
with elevated systolic 
blood pressure are 
urged to discuss 
the ways to lower 
that number, as the 
American Stroke 
Association notes 
high blood pressure is 
the most significant 
controllable risk factor 
for stroke.

• High body mass 
index: A 2022 study 
published in the 
journal PLOS One 
found that body mass 
index was associated 
with stroke risk 
among diabetes 
patients. The study 

found that the risk 
of ischemic stroke, 
which occurs when 
a blood clot or fatty 
plaque blocks a 
blood vessel in the 
brain, was higher 
among obese patients 
compared to patients 
who are overweight or 
normal-weight.

• Smoking: The 
WSO reports that 
someone who smokes 
20 cigarettes a day 
is six times more 
likely to have a 

stroke compared to 
a non-smoker. One 
of the links between 
smoking and stroke 
risk surrounds 
carbon monoxide and 
nicotine. Smoke from 
cigarettes contains 
both carbon monoxide, 
which reduces the 
amount of oxygen in 
a smoker’s blood, and 
nicotine, which makes 
a smoker’s heart beat 
faster. Those variables 
combine to raise blood 
pressure, which has 

already been noted 
as a significant risk 
factor for stroke.

• Alcohol 
consumption: A 
recent study published 
in the journal 
Neurology examined 
the link between 
alcohol consumption 
and stroke. The 
study found that 
high levels of alcohol 
consumption are 
associated with a 
higher risk for all 
types of stroke, and 

even moderate intake, 
defined as between 
seven to 14 drinks per 
week for women and 
seven to 21 drinks per 
week for men, was 
associated with higher 
risk for all types of 
stroke.

These are not the 
only common risk 
factors for stroke. In 
fact, the WSO reports 
high fasting glucose, 
air pollution, low 
physical activity, poor 
diet, high LDL (i.e., 
“bad”) cholesterol, and 
kidney dysfunction 
are some additional 
common risk factors 
for stroke. 

Though stroke 
affects more than 12 
million individuals 
across the globe each 
year, many of its more 
common risk factors 
are manageable. More 
information about 
stroke is available at 
stroke.org.



Veterans Day 
provides an important 
opportunity to pause, 
reflect and express 
gratitude to the men 
and women who 
have served in the 
United States Armed 
Forces. Across the 
country, communities 
gather for parades, 
ceremonies, special 
programs and 
patriotic celebrations 
to recognize the 
sacrifices made by 
military veterans. 
However, honoring 
those who served 
should not be limited 
to one day on the 
calendar. There are 
countless meaningful 
ways individuals, 
families, businesses 
and communities can 
show appreciation for 
veterans throughout 
the entire year.

One of  the simplest 
and most meaningful 
gestures is to say, 
“Thank you for your 
service.” Although 
these words may 
seem small, a 
sincere expression 
of  appreciation 
can make a lasting 
impression. When 
meeting a veteran, 
take a moment to 
acknowledge their 
service. Listen to 
their stories if  they 
are comfortable 
sharing them, and 
show genuine interest 
in their experiences. 
Not every veteran 
wishes to discuss their 
military service, but 

letting them know 
their contributions are 
appreciated is always 
a thoughtful gesture.

Remember 
Veterans Beyond the 
Holidays

While Veterans 
Day in November 
and Memorial Day in 
May are nationally 
recognized occasions, 
veterans deserve 
recognition every 
month. Families can 
make it a tradition to 
visit a local veterans 
memorial, attend 
military-related 
community events 
or participate in 
activities honoring 
those who served.

Birthdays, 
anniversaries of  
military service 
and other personal 
milestones can also 

provide opportunities 
to recognize veterans. 
A handwritten 
card, telephone call, 
thoughtful visit or 
invitation to share 
a meal can brighten 
someone’s day. For 
veterans who live 
alone or have limited 
family nearby, regular 
companionship can be 
especially meaningful.

Support Veterans 
in the Community

Supporting veteran-
owned businesses 
is another practical 
way to show 
appreciation. When 
shopping, dining or 
hiring local services, 
consider choosing a 
business owned by 
a veteran. Sharing 
information about 
these businesses with 
friends and neighbors 

can help strengthen 
the local economy 
while recognizing 
the contributions 
of  former service 
members.

Communities 
can also support 
organizations that 
assist veterans and 
their families. Local 
veterans service 
organizations, 
including the 
American Legion, 
Veterans of  Foreign 
Wars (VFW), 
Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV) and 
other community 
groups, often provide 
opportunities to 
volunteer, donate 
or participate in 
outreach programs.

Donations 
of  appropriate 
supplies, financial 
contributions and 
volunteer hours can 

help organizations 
continue their 
work. Before 
donating, contact the 
organization to learn 
what items or services 
are currently needed.

Help Veterans Who 
May Need Assistance

Many veterans 
face challenges 
after returning to 
civilian life. Some 
may need help 
navigating benefits, 
finding employment, 
accessing 
transportation or 
locating community 
resources. Others may 
simply appreciate 
having someone 
willing to lend a hand.

Neighbors can 
make a difference 
through everyday 
acts of  kindness, 
such as helping with 
yardwork, providing 
transportation 
to appointments, 
assisting with 
household projects or 
checking in regularly.

Veterans who 
need assistance with 
benefits or services 
can be directed to 
their local county 
Veterans Service 
Office or the U.S. 
Department of  
Veterans Affairs. 
These resources 
can help connect 
eligible veterans with 
available programs 
and support.

Include Younger 
Generations in 
Honoring Veterans

Teaching children 
and young people 
about military service 
is an important 
way to preserve the 
meaning of  patriotism 
and remembrance. 
Parents, grandparents 
and teachers can 
explain why veterans 
are honored and 
discuss the different 
branches of  the 
military: Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marine 
Corps, Coast Guard 
and Space Force.

Children can 
participate by 
making patriotic 
cards, writing 
thank-you letters, 
creating classroom 
displays or taking 
part in community 
recognition programs. 
Schools, churches and 
youth organizations 

can invite veterans 
to speak about their 
experiences, allowing 
younger generations 
to learn about service, 
responsibility, 
courage and sacrifice 
firsthand.

These activities help 
ensure that the stories 
and contributions 
of  veterans are 
remembered by future 
generations.

Make Recognition 
a Community 
Tradition

Local businesses, 
churches, civic 
organizations and 
community groups 
can make veteran 
appreciation an 
ongoing part of  their 
activities. Restaurants 
might offer occasional 
meals or discounts to 
veterans. Churches 
can recognize 
veterans during 
services, while civic 
organizations can 
organize appreciation 
luncheons, supply 
drives or community 
service projects.

Newspapers 
and community 
publications can 
also help keep 
veterans’ stories alive 
by featuring local 
veterans, highlighting 
their military 
branches and sharing 
their experiences. 
Recognizing veterans 
from different 
generations provides 
an opportunity to 
preserve local history 
and remind readers of  
the many individuals 
who have served.

Communities can 
also maintain veterans 
memorials, place 
American flags at 
appropriate locations 
and participate in 
local ceremonies 
throughout the year.

A Thank You That 
Lasts All Year

Honoring 
veterans does not 
always require a 
large celebration, 
expensive event or 
public ceremony. 
Often, the most 
meaningful gestures 
are simple acts of  
kindness, respect and 
appreciation.

A phone call, a 
visit, a helping hand 
or a sincere thank-
you can remind a 
veteran that their 
service has not been 
forgotten. Supporting 
veteran organizations, 
encouraging young 
people to learn about 
military history 
and recognizing 
veterans in everyday 
community life all 
help create a culture 
of  gratitude.

Veterans answered 
the call to serve their 
country, and their 
contributions deserve 
more than a single 
day of  recognition. 
While Veterans 
Day serves as an 
annual reminder, 
appreciation should be 
demonstrated through 
our actions every day 
of  the year.

The message is 
simple: We remember, 
we appreciate and 
we honor those who 
served—not just in 
November, but all year 
long.
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535 E. Medcalf 
Dale, IN 47523

1-800-621-3843
Supplying grocery stores and C-stores in 
Indiana • Illinois • Ohio • Kentucky • Missouri

Just a few words of thanks can go a long way in letting our 
nation’s veterans know how much they’re appreciated. 

THANK YOU VETERANS
FOR YOUR SERVICE!!

Thank You Veterans!

Offering the finest tools, 
fabrics, accessories, notions, 

kits, etc. for sewing, crocheting, 
knitting, quilting and more.

Between Dale & Huntingburg
11356 South US 231

Call us at 812.683.3377 
or email us at ssssb@webtv.net

STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 12 pm & 1 -5 pm

Sat. 9 am - 12:30 pm (EST)

SHIRLEY’S SEWING 
STUFF

Celebrate
Veterans Day

Thank you veterans and troops whose 
service and sacrifice continue to protect our 

freedom and the American way of life.

Loyal Order of 
Moose

2507 N Newton St.
Jasper, IN 47546
(812) 482-2776

Honoring Our Heroes: Meaningful ways 
to celebrate veterans all year long

VETERANS

YO
U

THANK

for your courage, sacrifice and 

heroism and for giving us the 

opportunity to live in 

THE LAND OF THE 
FREE and the HOME 

of the BRAVE

THE LAND OF THE 
FREE and the HOME 

of the BRAVE

Bill Rock Jr. 
Gas City Mayor

765-677-3080
MAYOR@GASCITYGOV.

COM
www.gascitygov.com

SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE!
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Sweetser Cafe
114 N Main St • Sweetser, IN 46987 

765.384.4404

Every second counts in a fire. 
It may be the difference 
between life and death.
BE PREPARED.

“When it comes to fire safety, 
the best way to stay safe 

is to stay aware.”

FAIRMOUNT TOWN HALL
214 W. Washington St.  l  Fairmount, IN 46928

(765) 948-4632

Learn Fire Safety

It Could Be 
Life Saving

By Laurna Pruett
ING Writer

We’ve all done it. 
There’s one outlet 
behind the television, 
but several things that 
need to be plugged in. 
So, we grab a power 
strip and make room 
for one more. It may 
seem harmless, but 
overloading electrical 
outlets is a fire 
hazard that is easy to 

overlook.
As temperatures 

drop and the holidays 
approach, many 
households are using 
more electricity. 
Between space 
heaters, Christmas 
lights, kitchen 
appliances and 
everyday electronics, 
it doesn’t take long 
for outlets to become 
overloaded.

Power strips are 

convenient, but they 
don’t increase the 
amount of  electricity 
a circuit can safely 
handle. Plugging 
one power strip into 
another or using 
extension cords as 
permanent wiring 
can create dangerous 
conditions.

Space heaters 
deserve special 
attention. They 
should always be 

plugged directly into 
a wall outlet, never 
into a power strip 
or extension cord. 
Keep them at least 
three feet away from 
curtains, furniture, 
blankets and anything 
else that could catch 
fire.

Take a few minutes 
to check cords 
throughout your 
home. Frayed wires, 
loose plugs, warm 

outlets or a burning 
smell are warning 
signs that shouldn’t 
be ignored.

Working smoke 
alarms are just as 
important. Test them 
monthly and make 
sure everyone in your 
household knows 
what to do if  one 
sounds.

Before heading to 
bed, take one last 
look around. Turn 

off  space heaters, 
unplug unnecessary 
decorations and make 
sure nothing is left 
too close to a heat 
source.

Most of  us don’t 
think about a house 
fire happening to our 
family. Unfortunately, 
it can happen when 
we least expect it. A 
few extra minutes of  
caution could make 
all the difference.

A few simple fire safety habits could save your home

Few images capture 
the spirit of a season 
as well as a family 
gathered around a 
fireplace embodies 
winter. Winter is 
indeed a time when 
families spend 
more time together 
indoors, and there’s 
no better gathering 
spot than around a 
warm fireplace.

Heartwarming 
scenes around a 
fireplace are even 
more enjoyable 
when safety has been 
prioritized. While 
natural fireplaces 
with roaring flames 
are notable safety 
risks, it’s important 
that individuals 
with gas fireplaces 
embrace fire 
safety as well. The 
following are some 
gas fireplace safety 

strategies everyone 
can embrace.

• Avoid the DIY 
installation route. 
Even the most skilled 
do-it-yourselfers 
are urged to let the 
professionals install 
a new gas fireplace. 
Gas lines are nothing 
to mess around with, 
and professional 
installation 
teams have ample 
experience setting up 
new gas fireplaces in 
a home.

• Be sure to install 
a carbon monoxide 
detector on the 
same floor as the 
fireplace. During 
the gas fireplace 
installation, ask that 
a carbon monoxide 
detector with battery 
backup is installed on 
the same floor. The 
detector alarm will 

alert individuals if 
something is amiss, 
like a gas leak. 
Periodically inspect 
the detector to ensure 
it’s working properly.

• Periodically 
inspect your safety 
screen. Glass 
panels are standard 
features on many 
gas fireplaces. Such 
panels separate 
the fire within the 
fireplace from the 
people and items 
outside of it. Glass 
panels can become 
extremely hot, 
which is why most 
gas fireplaces come 
with safety screens 
as well. These mesh 
safety screens can 
keep curious kids and 
pets from touching 
hot glass panels, and 
also protect adults. 
Inspect the safety 
screens periodically 
to ensure they’re still 
intact and up to the 
job, replacing them if 
necessary.

• Keep objects 
a safe distance 
away from the 
fireplace. Experts 
advise keeping 
objects a minium of 
three feet away from 
the fireplace at all 
times. Fabrics and 
other materials that 
contact the glass pose 
a fire hazard, so keep 
the area in front of 
the fireplace clear.

• Make the 
fireplace off limits 
to children and 
pets. Though the 
aforementioned 
safety screens are a 
vital safety feature 
that can keep kids 
and pets safe, it’s still 
best that kids and 
pets are kept away 
from the fireplace at 
all times. Turn off 
the fireplace if kids 
are playing in the 
room, and use safety 
gates to keep kids and 
pets away when the 
fireplace is in use.

• Book annual 
fireplace 
inspections. Annual 

inspections of 
the fireplace can 
ensure everything 
is working properly. 
Professional 
inspections may 
detect potentially 
harmful gas leaks, 
and annual checkups 
also can help 
individuals extend 
the life of their 
fireplaces.

• Recognize 
outdoor gas 
fireplaces have 
their own safety 
protocols. Outdoor 
fireplaces have 
become wildly 
popular in recent 
years. Homeowners 

who install outdoor 
gas fireplaces on 
their properties 
must recognize 
these awe-inspiring 
features require their 
own unique safety 
measures, including 
turning off the gas 
supply at the end of 
outdoor entertaining 
season and protecting 
the fireplace from 
the elements when 
necessary.

Gas fireplace safety 
strategies can protect 
residents and also 
increase the life 
expectancy of these 
sought-after features.

Gas fireplace safety tips
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Learn fire safety.Learn fire safety.
It could save your life.It could save your life.

A person’s home 
should be a safe 
haven. Too often, 
however, there may 
be dangers lurking 
in a home that can 
compromise the 
safety of residents. 

Electrical fires are 
no joke. The Hartford 
insurance company 
says electrical failure 
or malfunctions 
account for almost 
34,000 home fires per 
year. The National 
Fire Protection 
Association says 
they can contribute 
to 440 deaths and 
$1.3 billion in direct 
property damage 
annually. 

Older homes may 
be most vulnerable 
to electrical fires, 
as such structures 
were not designed to 
handle the demands 
of modern living. The 
insurance experts 
at Nationwide say 
half of all homes in 
the United States 
have electrical 

systems that were 
installed before 
garage door openers, 
high-tech coffee 
makers, and many 
computers became 
must-have items. 
And the Electrical 
Safety Foundation 
International says 
homes built before 
1973 with overloaded 
electrical systems 
pose a number of 
safety threats.

Overloaded 
circuits are not the 
only contributor 
to electrical fires. 
Damaged wiring 
characterized by 
worn, frayed or loose 
wires can cause 
fires. Malfunctioning 
appliances or 
those improperly 
maintained also can 
create home fires. 
Another contributor 
is poorly installed 
extension cords and 
power strips, as well 
as faulty outlets and 
switches around 
homes.

Homeowners can 
take various steps 
to reduce the risk 
of electrical fires at 
home.

• Install arc 
fault circuit 
interrupters. AFCIs 
are special types of 
circuit breakers that 
help prevent fires 
caused by nicked or 
frayed wiring. An 
AFCI gets tripped and 
cuts off power when 
an electrical problem 
is detected before 
a fire can start. In 
2022, the National 
Electric Code started 
requiring AFCIs in 
bedrooms, and by 
2017 they have been 
mandated throughout 
homes.

• Conduct a 
home electrical 
inspection. All 
homes more than 40 
years old should be 
inspected to ensure 
their electrical 
systems can handle 
modern demands, 
says Nationwide. 

A qualified 
electrician can make 
recommendations 
regarding replacing 
breakers and suggest 
other modifications 
to improve safety.

• Utilize a 
monitor. Ting 
from Whisker 
Labs monitors a 
home’s electrical 
network using a 
smart plug-in sensor 
that is designed to 
detect hazards. The 
company indicates 
micro-arcs and 
sparks that develop 
are precursors to 
electrical fires. 

• Turn to 
automatic shut-offs. 
Homeowners can 
utilize appliances and 
additional devices 
that automatically 
shut off after a set 
period of time. This 
can reduce the risk of 
overheating. 

• Rely on timers 
or smart devices. 
Timers and smart 
home devices can 

give homeowners 
control of electrical 
components like 
appliances or lights 
from a remote area. 
This enables users 
to turn an appliance 
on or off to reduce 
overheating or avoid 
additional risk 
factors for electrical 
fires.

• Don’t go DIY. 
Choosing to work 
with a professional 
electrician rather 
than doing electrical 

work oneself can help 
reduce electrical fire 
risk considerably. 
Electricians know 
how to work on 
electrical systems 
safely to prevent 
damage to wires and 
components, and also 
safeguard themselves 
against shock.

Risk for electrical 
fires at home can 
be reduced with 
technology and other 
strategies.

Prevent home electrical fires

Over a five-year 
period beginning in 
2024 and 2025, fire 
departments across 
the United States 
responded to roughly 
350,000 home structure 
fires per year. That 
data, courtesy 
of the National 
Fire Protection 
Association, 
underscores the 
significance of 
home fire protection 
measures.

Smoke detectors 
are a key component 
of fire protection, but 
there’s much more 
homeowners can do 
to protect themselves, 
their families, their 
belongings, and their 
homes from structure 
fires.

• Routinely inspect 

smoke detectors. 
Smoke detectors can 
only alert residents 
to a fire if they’re 
working properly. 
Battery-powered 
smoke detectors won’t 
work if the batteries 
die. Routine smoke 
detector check-ups can 
ensure the batteries 
still have juice and 
that the devices 
themselves are still 
functioning properly. 
Test alarms to make 
sure the devices 
are functioning and 
audible in nearby 
rooms. Install 
additional detectors as 
necessary so alarms 
and warnings can be 
heard in every room of 
the house.

• Hire an 
electrician to 

audit your home. 
Electricians can 
inspect a home and 
identify any issues 
that could make 
the home more 
vulnerable to fires. 
Ask electricians to 
look over every part of 
the house, including 
attics and crawl 
spaces. Oft-overlooked 
areas like attics and 
crawl spaces pose a 
potentially significant 
fire safety threat, 
as data from the 
Federal Emergency 
Management 
Association (FEMA) 
indicates that 13 
percent of electrical 
fires begin in such 
spaces.

• Audit the laundry 
room. The laundry 
room is another 

potential source of 
home structure fires. 
NFPA data indicates 
around 3 percent of 
home structure fires 
begin in laundry 
rooms each year. 
Strategies to reduce 
the risk of laundry 
room fires include 
leaving room for 
laundry to tumble in 
washers and dryers; 
routinely cleaning 
lint screens to avoid 
the buildup of dust, 
fiber and lint, which 
the NFPA notes are 
often the first items to 
ignite in fires linked to 
dryers; and ensuring 
the outlets washing 
machines and dryers 
are plugged into can 
handle the voltage 
such appliances 
require. It’s also a 

good idea to clean 
dryer exhaust vents 
and ducts every year.

• Look outward 
as well. Though the 
majority of home fires 
begin inside, the NFPA 
reports that 4 percent 
of such fires begin 
outside the home. 
Homeowners can 
reduce the risk of such 
fires by ensuring all 
items that utilize fire, 
including grills and 
firepits, are always 
used at least 10 feet 
away from the home. 
Never operate a grill 
beneath eaves, and do 
not use grills on decks. 
Never leave children 
unattended around 
firepits, as all it takes 
is a single mistake and 
a moment for a fire to 
become unwieldy.

• Sweat the small 
stuff. Hair dryers, 
hair straighteners, 
scented candles, 
clothes irons, and 
holiday decorations 
are some additional 
home fire safety 
hazards. Never leave 
candles burning in 
empty rooms and 
make sure beauty and 
grooming items like 
dryers, straighteners 
and irons are 
unplugged and placed 
in a safe place to cool 
down when not in use. 

Fire departments 
respond to hundreds 
of thousands of home 
fires each year. Some 
simple strategies and 
preventive measures 
can greatly reduce the 
risk that a fire will 
overtake your home.

How to make homes safer from fires



High School Football

Oak Hill wins first sectional 
title since 2023

Staff Report 

CONVERSE — The 
Oak Hill-Northfield 
girls’ basketball game 
slated for Friday, 
Nov. 13 has been 
rescheduled. 

Following a 
postponement, the 
Oak Hill-Northfield 
girls’ basketball game 
has been rescheduled 
for Tuesday, Dec. 15. 

The girls’ high 
school basketball 
matchup was 
rescheduled due to 
the Oak Hill football 
team being set to 
play in a regional 
championship game. 

Girls’ high school 
basketball teams from 
throughout the area 
have returned to the 
court for the latest 
prep hoops season.

Staff Report 

CONVERSE — Oak 
Hill senior Landri 
Hardman has been 
named to the All-
District 2 Girls’ Soccer 
Team. 

Hardman excelled 
for Oak Hill 
throughout the 2026 
girls’ high school 
soccer season. A 
longtime leader for 
Oak Hill, Hardman is 
the program’s top all-
time goal scorer.

Oak Hill head coach 
Sam Metzger has been 

named the District 2 
Girls’ Soccer Small 
School Coach of  the 
Year. 

Under the direction 
of  Metzger, Oak Hill 
excelled throughout 
the 2026 girls’ high 
school soccer season. 
Metzger guided 
Oak Hill to CIC, 
Sectional and Regional 
Championships. 
Under Metzger’s 
guidance, Oak Hill 
reached the semifinals 
of  the IHSAA 
Girls’ Soccer State 
Tournament.

Staff Report 

FLORA — Madison-
Grant couldn’t battle 
back from behind as 
Carroll pulled away to 
win 74-18 in a 2026-
27 girls’ high school 
basketball season 
opener on Tuesday, 
Nov. 3.

Carroll took control 
early, outscoring 
Madison-Grant 16-4 in 
the first quarter.

Midway through the 
game, following a 35-8 
scoring advantage in 
the second quarter, 
Carroll entered 
halftime ahead 51-12.

Carroll outscored 
Madison-Grant 13-0 in 

the third period to put 
the game even further 
out of  the visiting 
team’s reach. 

Nearly reaching 
double figures, 
Georgia Mitchell 
scored a team-high 
nine points for the 
Lady Argylls. Four 
players provided 
scoring for Madison-
Grant in the girls’ 
high school basketball 
season opener. The 
additional scorers for 
Madison-Grant were 
Delaney Pavey (four 
points), Makenzie 
Griffin (three points) 
and Demi Justus (two 
points). 

Staff Report 

BUNKER HILL 
— Marion was 
limited offensively as 
Maconaquah pulled 
away to win 69-21 in 
a 2026-27 girls’ high 
school basketball 
season opener on 
Tuesday, Nov. 4. 

Maconaquah set the 
tone early, outscoring 
Marion 26-15 in the 
opening quarter.

Then, extending its 
lead, Maconaquah 
outscored Marion 21-4 
in the second period. 

Maconaquah led 
47-19 at halftime and 

remained in control 
throughout the second 
half.

Host Maconaquah 
outscored Marion 16-2 
in the third quarter. 

Jaylee Townsend 
paced Marion in 
the season opener. 
Narrowly missing 
double figures, 
Townsend netted a 
team-high nine points 
for the Lady Giants.

In addition to 
Townsend, Amiah 
Young Drake (seven 
points) and Naomi Cox 
(five points) provided 
scoring for Marion in 
the season opener.

8 • Thursday, November 12, 2026  	     SPORTS              	 812-827-2232 • 765-674-0070  

Staff Report 

WALTON — 
Oak Hill defeated 
Lewis Cass 49-
33 in a sectional 
championship game 
on Friday, Nov. 6.

Productive Oak Hill 
won its first sectional 
title since 2024. 

The Golden Eagles 
thrived throughout 
the game, owning 
multiple leads. Oak 

Hill entered halftime 
ahead 28-15. 

Senior fullback 
Dylan Archer led Oak 
Hill to the sectional 
championship-
clinching win. Archer 
rushed 34 times for 
175 yards and five 
touchdowns.

Senior quarterback 
Jett Ott aided Oak Hill 
in its win. Ott made 
an impact for Oak 
Hill’s offensive unit 

both through the air 
and on the ground. 
Through the air, Ott 
completed six passes 
for 113 yards and one 
touchdown. On the 
ground, Ott rushed 
13 times for 174 yards 
and one touchdown. 

Senior Rocky 
Johnson emerged as 
Oak Hill’s leading 
receiver. Johnson 
hauled in two 
receptions for 60 yards 

and one touchdown.
Defensively, 

Gage Pearce (nine 
tackles, one tackle 
for a loss), Adam 
Esslinger (one sack) 
and Cullen Lainhart 
(one interception) 
combined to lead the 
Golden Eagles. 

Oak Hil is set to host 
Lapel in a regional 
championship game at 
7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
13. 

By Jonah Gerber 
(student) and Jill 
Justice (mentor)

“I’ve been lucky 
enough to be on 
Team 1720, The 
PhyXTGears, for three 
years. Since I joined 
the team, my mindset 
toward problems 
has changed. I’ve 
become a lot better 
at tackling technical 
challenges. The team 
is a great place for 
anyone looking to 
learn technical skills 
and make friends.” 
Cassius, a third-year 
mechanical and 
programming student.

Team 1720, The 
PhyXTGears, is an 
award-winning, 
high-school level, 
community-based 
FIRST Robotics 
Competition team. 
FIRST© (For 
Inspiration and 
Recognition of  Science 
and Technology) 
is an international 

organization that 
designs accessible, 
innovative programs 
that motivate young 
people to pursue 
education and career 
opportunities in 
STEM, while building 
self-confidence, 
knowledge, and life 
skills. 

“This is an 
excellent place to 
build my social 
skills, like getting 
more comfortable 
asking questions or 
speaking in front of  
an audience. This 
equips me to be more 
confident in sharing 
my ideas with others 
outside of  robotics.”  
Isaiah, a senior and 
programming student.  

This past weekend, 
our team traveled 
to Lafayette, IN to 
compete in the Boiler 
Bot Battle (B3), which 
is an annual off-
season event hosted 
by Purdue FIRST 
Programs.  Thirty-

two teams gathered 
together to compete at 
this event.  

We started out 
strong in the 
qualification matches. 
We consistently were 
able to take the lead 
in points during the 
autonomous portion 
of  the 2.5 minute 
matches. This set 
us apart from most 
teams. Although 
we sustained some 
damage from vigorous 
defense, we were able 
to overcome these 
challenges by making 
needed repairs in the 
pits. 

We were undefeated 
the entire event!  This 
earned us the privilege 
of  becoming the first 
alliance captain, 
which in turn allowed 
us to request other 
strong teams to be 
our alliance partners. 
Our Alliance brought 
home the win for our 
respective teams!  
Here’s what two of  our 

students said about 
this event:

“I liked how the 
teams worked together 
and shared the 
resources they had.” 
Oscar, a second year 
woodworking student

“My favorite thing 
about Boiler Bot 
Battle is how the team 
adapted to having 
a whole new drive 
team.” Brady, a senior 
mechanical student

Our Open House was 
October 29th, but if  
you missed us, please 
visit our shop at 625 
Massachusetts Avenue 
in Matthews to receive 
a tour from one of  our 
many students on any 
Tuesday or Thursday 
between 6-9 pm.  We 
love our community 
visiting us. We are 
actively accepting 
high school students 
and mentors for our 
new season and look 
forward to partnering 
with more local 
businesses.

PhyXTGears Wins at Boiler 
Bot Battle 2026

Photo of some of our fans art of Our Drive Team - Sarah (operator), Shawn 
(Coach), and Isaiah (Driver)

Nomad, Our Robot The Champion Alliance Teams of Boiler Bot Battle

photo courtesy of Oak Hill High School
The Oak Hill football program won its first sectional title since 2013 on Friday, Nov. 6. 

Girls’ High School Soccer

Hardman, 
Metzger 

district honors

Oak Hill-Northfield 
girls’ basketball 

game rescheduled

Girls’ High School Basketball

Madison-Grant 
falls to Carrol in 

season debut

Girls’ High School Basketball

Marion drops season 
opener to Maconaquah
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How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 

boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, 

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! Good Luck! 
ANSWERS ON THE CLASSIFIED PAGE

Sudoku Puzzle

Word Search

Word Scramble

Guess Who?

ANSWERS ON THE 
CLASSIFIED PAGE

Crypto Fun
IF IT 

MATTERS 
TO YOU, 

IT 
MATTERS 

TO US.
THANKS 

FOR 
READING!

Coloring Fun

Crossword Puzzle
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NOTICES

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY
*******************
IF YOU HAVE PLACED A GUARANTEED 
CLASSIFIED AD WITH US, PLEASE CALL 
765-674-0070 OR 812-827-2232 TO LET 
US KNOW TO TAKE THE ITEM OUT IF IT 
HAS SOLD. 
If you do not see your ad, and it is supposed 
to keep running, please give us call.

Classified rates: $20 first week, $10 
second week, $10 third week, 4th week 
FREE (consecutive run).
Guaranteed Classifieds
(Run any ONE item for sale)
$40 -> 25 words.
$80 -> 26-to-50 words
$120 -> 51-to-75 words
$160 -> 76-to-100 words
Item runs until sold! Seller must call 
newspaper to STOP running the ad.
ALL CLASSIFIEDS are pre-paid. Call 765-
674-0070 Or 812-827-2232 Friday at 
4:00 P.M.
Email ad copy to: Pamela.kpi2018@
gmail.com

WANTING TO BUY

We buy mobile homes in Hartford 
City, Marion, Upland and Gas City. 
260.242.1495.

(7-16-26-4x)

FARMING EQUIPMENT

New Sudenga 10” x 36’ Elec and (2) PTO 
Drive TransporT Augers w/ 17 Degree 

Hoppers - 270-209-0259

New Sudenga 13” x 82’ Swing Away with 
electric drive wheel kit 270-209-0259

New Sudenga 13” x 72’ Swing Away with 
electric drive wheel kit 270-209-0259

New Sudenga 10” x 71’ Swing Away with 
or with electric drive wheel kit 270-209-
0259

New AGI Hutchinson 13” x 74’ Swing 
Away with Hyd drive wheel kit, Hyd 
hopper winch 270-209-0259

(two) NEW Sudenga drive over chain 
conveyor, 5,000 BPH & 7,000 BPH. 270-
209-0259

NEW Batco 1539 Belt Conveyor electric 
and hydraulic drive. 270-209-0259

Demo wheat heart post pounder 270-
209-0259.

KILLBROS - 1200, Factory ext’s, 750 bu., 
new vertical augers, Exc. shape, 30.5x32 
tires. $10,500 OBO 217-493-2105

2015 NEW HOLLAND BIG BALER 330R 
Crop Cutter, 3 x 3 square bales w/
preservative, rotor cutter, steerable 
tandem axle, hdy. folding roller chute, 
auto-lube, Intelli III monitor. 9778
bales, $89,000 OBO. Call Robert at 815-
291-6856.

2014 MASSEY FERGUSON 2270 BALER, 3 
x 4 square bales w/ preservative knotter 
blower, standard chute, single axle, 
8869 bales, $79,000 OBO. Call Robert 
815-291-6856. (tfn)

ROOM FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT: Near MGH, Large 
Furnished Bedroom, utilities included, 
tv, cable, wifi, refrigerated, washer and 
dryer, parking is free, $100 per week. 
Plus deposit. Working preferred. Please 
call Jim at 916-995-4400.

FARM MACHINERY

For Sale:  John Deere 9610 combine, 
four wheel drive, model  893 8-row 
corn head and 625 full finger flex 
bean head.  $40,000.  Loogootee, 
Indiana.812-295-6807

HELP WANTED

Part-time cleaning position in Jasper. 
Wednesday and Saturday. (5 hours each 
evening). call 812-827-3145 for interview

(tfn)

SERVICES

CINDY’s Odd Job Service
House Cleaning.
CHRISTIAN-Owned Business.
(Free Estimates)
812-972-3059

(4-3-26-4x)

FOR SALE / GENERAL

Log Splitter And Wood 
Burning Stove - $800.  Call- 765-
702-7437.

(3-26-26-tfn)

SHOP SMITH: Table Saw; Wood 
Lathe; Drill Press; Band Saw; All-in-One, 
& All Attachments. $650. Call- 765-348-
3277.

(9-20-25-tfn)

For Sale: 1 Whole Bedroom Set, 
Dresser, Living Room Set, 2 Recliners,  
Queen Mattress & Box Springs, Breakfast 
Set with Hutch, Table & 6 chairs.  Call 812-
367-2658.

(9-20-25-tfn)

Industrial air compressor, 10HP, 3 phase 
electric, 120 gal. horizontal tank, low 
compressor oil shutoff, works like new, 
$1200. 765-238-9883 Hagerstown, IN

850 JD tractor finish mower, front loader, 

3 point hitch, less than 1000 hours, great 
condition, sized for mowing a large 
yard/acreage. Asking $11,500. 270-898-
2805.

(Dresser TD15c) bulldozer, 1000 hrs on 
overhaul, injector pump rebuilt, 70% 
undercarriage, radiator Ljust boild out, 
$18,000 Call: 812-709-0263 Shoals, IN 
(tfn)

2011 Kawasaki Ninja 250 Black, flush 
LED lights, riser, frame sliders, security 
wheels & locks and cover. ONLY 700 mi., 
military and no time to ride. $3900. 812-
457-5693

1997 Sea Nymph 17’ fish & ski boat. 
115 Johnson outboard, easy load trailer, 
travel cover, trolling motor, depth finder 
and lots of extras. $8500 call 812-683-
4266

2009 3 Wheel Scooter. 50cc, blue and 
white, low miles, used 1 season only. 
Very good condition, $1800 Call 812-683-
4266.

REAL ESTATE

54+/- ACRE FARM FOR SALE
Lake Village, Arkansas. Very good income 
producing cropland with beautiful view 
of Lake Chicot. Beautiful home sites.
766 +/- ACRE PROPERTY FOR SALE
Beautiful property located near Town 
Creek, Alabama. This previously wooded 
property is being cleared and converted 
to farm land, with approximately 300 
acres already converted. Very good soils 
for cotton, corn, and soybeans. Would 
also make a spectacular cattle ranch. 
Excellent hunting with large bucks and 
lots of turkeys. MORE LAND AVAILABLE!
284 ACRE FARM FOR SALE
Excellent 280 acres farm for sale in 
southeast Arkansas, including very 
fertile, precision leveled, and irrigated 
farm land, plus exceptional duck and 
deer hunting. Super location, fronting on 
excellent paved highway.
www.underwood landcompany.com
256.655.9266 or 256.679.2039
(7-10-25_tfn)

40 ACRES SOUTHWEST INDIANA. Great 
deer, turkey and fishing, 7 acres, pasture, 
3 lakes, balance mature woods. Call Todd 
Shaus Land Specialist 812-480-2541.

ARE YOU BUYING OR SELLING LAND? For 

free market analysis Call Todd Shaus - 
Land Specialist for all your land needs. 
812-480-2541.

RECENTLY REDUCED: 5 fenced acres in 
Pike County with 2 older homes (needs 
work), appliances,
some furniture, and some tools. Stocked 
pond, 3 out buildings, 2 large garden 
areas, and various fruits. Not negotiable. 
recently
reduced to $98,000 812-536-5308.

ARE YOU BUYING OR SELLING LAND? For 
free market analysis Call Todd Shaus - 
Land Specialist for all your land needs. 
812-480-2541.

RECENTLY REDUCED: 5 fenced acres in 
Pike County with 2 older homes (needs 
work), appliances, some furniture, 
and some tools. Stocked pond, 3 out 
buildings, 2 large garden areas, and 
various fruits. Not negotiable. recently
reduced to $98,000 812-536-5308

100 acre prime tillable land, North 
Spencer county, road frontage, city water 
main, PUT YOUR TURKEY FARM HERE! 
Todd Schaus -Property Experts 812-480-
2541.

MOVING Motivated seller 5 fenced acres 
in Pike County. 2 older homes (needs 
work), appliances, some furniture, 
and some tools. Stocked pond, 3 out 
buildings, 2 large garden areas, and 
various fruits. Not negotiable. recently 
reduced to $98,000 812-536-5308

NEW Double wide or single wide. 
Financian available. ZERO Down w/
land. Land/Home package available. 
FREE delivery on your new home. 812-
354-2197.

DWELLINGS FOR SALE

Home located in English, IN . Sits on two 
acres w/attached garage. 3bdr., 2 ba., 
$65,000 Call Becky Higgins/Remax 812-
267-6264.

105 acres (100 tillable acres) and home 
located at 6066 HWY. 142, Philpot, KY 
$975,000 270-925-2961 (tfn)

STUMP GRINDING

STUMP GRINDING AND REMOVAL- Insured 
professional, best rate guaranteed. 812-
639-5222.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
44’ SC 5th Wheel MONTE  CARLO 
$37,500  2 bd, 3 elec. slideouts, 
elec. awning, 3 central ac/h units, 
washer,dryer, lg. appliances, fireplace, 
satellite/cable ready. No smoking/pets 
!!!!MUST SELL!!!!!

 870-329-4933
FARMING  & FARM

EQUIPMENT

FARM EQUIPMENT. Serial 4966. 1968 
Allis Chambers 170 gas. 1owner, 3,188 
hours. Stay in all gears. Torque good. 
Power steering - front weight spin out 
rims, rear tires 16-9-28, front 7-5x16, 
PTO drawbar, factory 3 pt, hydraulic 
outlets, top link, radio, tool box. Runs 
and operates like it should. Lights all 
work. 260-609-6912 Columbia City IN

No 18 New Idea ground drive manure 
spreader. Operates like it should. Hard 
to find them in this condition. $4,250.00. 
260-609-6912 Columbia City IN

Serial #28199. 1973 International 1066 
tractor w/cab. 18-4-38 rear tires w/9 
Boc and Axle duals. 10:00x16 front 
tires. Rear weights, 2 hydraulic remotes 
540/1000 PTO 3 pt and heat/ac, AM/
FM radio, 3764 original hours. In frame 
overhaul at 3200 hours, top link, front 
weight bracket and torque good. As nice 
as you will find. 260-609-6912 Columbia 
City IN

New Idea 323, exc. shape, field ready. 
$3500. 260-609-6912 Columbia City, IN

(CASE IH 7140) Magnum. Great tires. 
5,100 hours. Front wheel assist. Dual, 
200 horse. Asking $41,500.  812-889-
2415. Leave message. Will call back. (tfn)

2008 CIH 2412 cornhead 12 Row 20”, 
just had new sprockets & gathering 
chains,  exc. cond., $35,000. 931-273-
6153 Winchester, TN. 

2010 Versatile-485, Cat., PS, 2395 hours, 
4wd, QSX 15 L Cummins, recent overhaul, 
710/42 Michelin tires 70%, factory AS, 
6-hyd, remotes $119,500. Call  618-535-
3456. (tfn)

2011 JD 9230, 3-point PTO, AT-ready, 
3012 hours, one owner, $129,500-obo.  
Call (217) 242-9105  (tfn)

260-525-2512

Amish 
Construction

• Pole Barns
• Barndominiums

• Kitchen/Home Remodeling
• All Types roofs (including metal)

• New Construction and 
Concrete Work

FREE ESTIMATES

N&W CONSTRUCTION
•Roofing
•Siding
•Decks
•Old Barn Repair

•Crawl Spaces
•Floor Leveling
...& More!

260.849.3976

Word Search Answers

Sudoku Answers

Riddle’s Tree Service

Call 765.506.2141

•Trimming
•Topping

•Tree Removals
•Stump Removals
•Free Estimates

•Insured

A&S BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, LLC
(Andy Schwartz)

6200 S. 300 E., Berne, IN 46711  l  260.341.3023 (cell)
We Do ALL Types of Building!
Amish Craftsmen  •  General Contractors

NEW HOMES
• Basements • Foundations • Room 

Additions • Remodeling • Roofing • Siding 
• Garages • Pool Barns • Concrete

We Rebuild Burnt Houses •FREE ESTIMATES
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JD-S550 684 Eng. hrs., 469 sep. hrs, 
2WD duals, custom cab, 3- spd. elec. 
shift, contour master. Retiring. Asking 
$180,000. (815) 228-4021. 

JD 7720, 4WD, 30.5x32 tires, long auger, 
$12,000 OBO. Call 859-608-4942

JOHN DEERE 6700 sprayer, new in the 
spring of 08, 603 hours, 60 ft. boom, 
3 wheel with shields  $67,500. PRICED  
REDUCED!!!  Call  anytime 309-376-6741.

210 ft. HIC Leg, 7500 Bu. per Hr., 
reconditioned 217-379-2016 Evening

Anhydrous Wagons - Very good cond. 
farmer owned, $1800 262-497-3600

7200 MaxEmerge II 1630, row cleaners, 
copper head closing wheels, 350 JD 
monitor, new tires, liq in the row, Keyton 
seat firmers, $8900-obo. 309-825-1056 
(tfn).

2015 New Holland Big Baler 330R 
Crop Cutter, 3 x 3 square bales w/ 
preservative, rotor cutter, steerable 
tandem axle, hdy. folding roller chute, 
auto-lube, Intelli III monitor. 9778 bales, 
$89,000 OBO. Call Robert at 815-291-
6856. (tfn

2014 Massey Ferguson 2270 Baler, 3 x 
4 square bales w/ preservative knotter 
blower, standard chute, single axle, 8869 
bales, $79,000 OBO. Call Robert 815-291-
6856. 

KillBros Seed Tender w/plastic auger, 
$2,000 1985 M & W 375 Wagon $2,200 
309-275-0524. (tfn)

2007 Geringhoff Rotadisc, 8 row head, 
w/ rotacone corn savers, this head is 
very good and had very little use, needs 
no work on it before fall season, always 
shedded $29,000 815-761-2531. (tfn)

2006 Mustang. 634 telehandler, 6,000 
lb cap., 34ft lift, 2,462 hours. foam tires. 
JD Diesel Engine. Very good condition.  
$25k OBO, 812-852-4594 Osgood, IN 
(tfn)

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Saw Mill Business for sale. Located in 
Tazwell, IN. $250,000 OBO Call Becky 
Higgins/Remax 812-267-6264 (tfn)

Children’s clothing resale business, 
$7,500. includes 5000 items. 235 East 
Main Street. Gas City, Indiana . Donna 
510-599-9010

AUTOS FOR SALE

2015 Nissan Frontier SV pickup full, 
4-door, loaded and showroom new. 
12,200 miles. Call 812-482-6304. If no 
answer, leave message.
2-25-22 tfn

2013 RED SMART FOUR TWO 
CONVERTIBLE, 43,000 miles, power 
steering, power breaks, cruise control, 
tack, garage kept, stored in winter, 35-
40 mpg.Very clean, well kept car! Comes 
with car cover. This car won 1st Place 
in open stock competition at Heartland 
Worship Center Car Show in 2014. $9,500. Call 
270-554-7367, leave message if no answer. 
(tfn)

2000 DODGE RAM 2500 SERIES, V8 Magnum 
SLT, 17” NEW Tires, Body Lift Kit, Cold Air, 
103,000 miles $6500.00 - 812-549-5216 or 
812-309-2214.

2004 STERLING tri-axle dump truck, 
8LL transmission, 16.5 ft. aluminum bed, 
849,000 miles, great shape, mechanically 
sound, one owner, professionally maintained. 
Mid 30’s Call 812-639-1078 (tfn)

2009 TOYOTA CAMRY LE. New tires. $6,250 call 
812-639-1246.

2006 YAMAHA ROADLINER 1900 w/
accessories. 29,000 miles and 2,000 miles 
on the tires. Drag pipes and Mustang seats. 
$5,500 call 812-686-1774.

2004 STERLING TRIAXLE DUMP TRUCK, 
8LL transmission, 16.5 ft. aluminum 
bed, 849,000 miles, great shape, 
mechanically sound, one owner, 
professionally maintained. Mid 30’s Call 
812-639-1078 (tfn)

1976 CADILLAC ELDORADO
CONVERTIBLE, front wheel drive, 22,400 
actual miles, 2nd owner for over 30 
years. Mint. Never rained on. Always 
garaged and covered.
$23,900 firm. 812-481-1470.

MOTORCYCLES & ACCESSORIES

2001 1200cc Sportster Turned Trike, low 
mileage, $8000.  Please call 765-618-
4497.    (6-7-24 tfn)

2007 Honda Shadow, excellent 
motorcycle. 2 owner. White & Grey. 
13,100 miles. Asking $4,000. Please 
call…765-661-5498.

(7-26-22 tfn)
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SMOKE VALLEY TREE SERVICE

Owner: Jeff Hayes / Justin Hayes
765.506.2737  •  765.603.1448

• Tree & Stump Removal
• Topping, Trimming
• Lifting Dead Wooding
• Custom Shaping
• Log Clearing
• Fence Row Cleaning

• Trimming All Shrubs & Bushes
• 23 1/2 Hour Storm Damage
     Cleanup Available
• Fully Insured & Bonded For
     Your Safety and Ours

Bussey Bros. Auctioneers 
(844)- SOLD-BBA or (844)-765-3222

LIVE ONSITE
AUCTIONS W/

ONLINE BIDDING

4938 S ST RT 49 Greenville OH  45331 sales@busseybros.com

Our Auction Services:
Real Estate -Farm Retirements-Heavy Equipment
Consignments-Business Liquidations-Inventory

Reductions-Fleet Reductions-Construction Equipment

Thinking of having an auction? 
Call or Email us today!

 If you are considering selling farm machinery, construction
equipment, or real estate, we are ready to help you plan

YOUR AUCTION. 

Thinking of having an auction? 
Call or Email us today!

 If you are considering selling farm machinery, construction
equipment, or real estate, we are ready to help you plan

YOUR AUCTION. 

HERE Reserve your ad spot to-
day, and get more eyes 
on your business!
Ad Design Included!

Reach more households, 
in print and online!

Promote Your Business

larrah@ky-news.com

KING’S TREE SERVICE
765.881.1611

 
•Tree Trimming, Topping, Removal, Stump 

Grinding, etc. • Bobcat Service
•Seasoned firewood for sale

•Free Estimates   •Fully Insured
•Bucket Truck & 24 Hour Emergency Service

Schwartz & Sons
Roofing, Siding, Decks, Remodeling, 

Crawl Space, Storm Damage
All types of construction

Free Estimate
419-910-1993

Quality Work at an Affordable Price

765.674.0070   •  812.827.2232
270.442.7389

KUMA WOOD STOVES
  HEATING & COOLING
    GAS LOG INSTALLATION
      GAS LINE INSTALLATION
        VIDEO CHIMNEY INSPECTIONS
          CHIMNEY RELINING
            MIDWEST DEALER FOR SMUDGE POTS

CELL: 260.571.4688
ROBBIE  KEAFFABER, PHD
Doctor of Chimnology

CHIMNEY SWEEPING
ESTABLISHED 1981
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Nationwide Farming Trends: Mid-November agriculture 
focuses on winter preparation and 2027 planning

As November 
reaches its midpoint, 
farmers across the 
United States are 
transitioning from 
the busy fall harvest 
season to winter 
preparation, financial 
planning and decisions 
that will influence the 
2027 growing season. 
From the Midwest corn 
and soybean fields to 
Southern cotton farms 
and Western livestock 
operations, producers 
are evaluating this 
year’s results while 
preparing for the 
challenges ahead.

Harvest activity 
remains a major focus 
in several parts of  
the country, although 

much of  the nation’s 
corn, soybean, cotton 
and other fall crops are 
nearing completion. 
Farmers are assessing 
yields, monitoring 
grain markets and 
deciding whether to 
sell stored commodities 
or hold supplies 
in anticipation of  
improved prices.

Harvest progress 
varies by region and 
crop. According to the 
USDA’s November 8 
Crop Progress Report, 
81% of  the nation’s 
corn crop had been 
harvested, trailing the 
five-year average of  
86%. Soybean harvest 
was 92% complete, 
slightly ahead of  the 

five-year average. 
Cotton harvest had 
reached 71%, while 
sorghum harvest stood 
at 70%.

Winter wheat 
planting is also nearing 
completion, with 89% 
of  intended acreage 
planted nationwide. 
The condition of  
the emerging wheat 
crop will be closely 
watched as colder 
weather approaches, 
particularly across the 
Southern Plains, where 
moisture conditions 
have been a concern.

Financial pressures 
continue to influence 
decisions on farms 
of  every size. The 
USDA forecasts 2026 

production expenses 
will increase 4.5% 
compared with 
2025, reaching 
approximately $492.8 
billion. Fertilizer and 
fuel costs are among 
the expenses expected 
to rise, putting 
additional pressure on 
operating budgets. The 
agency also projects 
inflation-adjusted 
net farm income will 
decline 5.5% this year.

Livestock producers 
are entering an 
important seasonal 
transition as colder 
temperatures bring 
increased attention 
to feed supplies, 
animal health, pasture 
management and 

winter housing. Cattle 
markets, feed prices 
and hay availability 
remain important 
considerations for 
ranchers and livestock 
operations nationwide.

Technology and 
conservation are also 
shaping the future of  
American agriculture. 
Precision farming 
equipment, GPS-guided 
machinery, improved 
seed varieties, soil 
testing and cover crops 
are helping producers 
make more informed 
decisions while 
managing resources.

As mid-November 
arrives, farmers are 
looking beyond the 
current harvest and 

beginning to prepare 
for 2027. 

Reviewing crop 
rotations, comparing 
seed and fertilizer 
options, maintaining 
equipment and 
studying market 
forecasts are among 
the priorities.

Although challenges 
involving expenses, 
commodity prices and 
unpredictable weather 
remain, American 
agriculture continues 
to adapt. The decisions 
farmers make during 
the winter months 
will play an important 
role in determining 
the productivity and 
profitability of  the next 
growing season.




