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Sen. Carroll Highlights 
KY’s Nuclear Energy 
Leadership in Dallas

Marshall County Drivers Face I-24 
Detours, New Speed Limit on U.S. 62

Registration Open for 8th 
Annual Preston Cope Classic 

Wiffle Ball Tournament

MegaFit Meals Invests $9.2M:
40 News Jobs in Calvert City

From: Marshall County 
Daily

(FRANKFORT, 
Ky.) — Sen. Danny 
Carroll, R-Paducah, 
represented Kentucky 
on the national stage 
last week during a 
plenary discussion 
focused on how state 
policy can prepare 
communities, attract 
investment and 
support successful 
nuclear energy 
projects.

Carroll participated 
in the “Energy Savvy 
States: Leading the 
Way for Successful 
Nuclear Projects” 
panel at the 2026 
Nuclear Energy 
Conference & Expo 
in Dallas. The 
session brought 
Carroll together 
with nuclear energy 
leaders from Utah, 
New York and Texas 
to examine state-
level work involving 
policy, permitting, 
infrastructure 
planning and 
economic 
development.

The American 
Nuclear Society and 
Nuclear Energy 
Institute jointly 
hosted the Aug. 24-27 
conference, which 
brought together 
more than 1,000 
utilities, reactor 
developers, regulators, 
policymakers, 
researchers, investors 
and other nuclear 

energy professionals.
“Kentucky’s place 

in this national 
discussion is a sign of  
our years of  deliberate 
work and not just one 
bill or one legislative 
session,” Carroll 
said. “I’m incredibly 
glad that we’ve 
removed outdated 
barriers, studied what 
Kentucky needed, 
built a permanent 
state strategy and 
created accountable 
tools to prepare 
communities and 
prospective sites. We 
have approached this 
carefully because the 
goal is a lot greater 
than to attract 
attention, even though 
we certainly have. 
Kentucky is ready 
for real opportunities 
that I trust are 
going to strengthen 
communities and our 
economy, support 
reliable power 
generation and create 
high-quality jobs.”

Legislative Efforts
Carroll has led 

Kentucky’s nuclear 
energy policy efforts 
since sponsoring the 
2017 law that lifted 
the commonwealth’s 
moratorium on 
nuclear power facility 
construction while 
preserving state and 

From: Marshall County 
Daily

(CALVERT CITY, 
Ky.) – Marshall 
County motorists have 
two roadway changes 
to watch for this week.

Overnight detours 
begin Tuesday, Sept. 
8, on Interstate 24 
westbound between 
Exit 31 (Grand Rivers) 
and Exit 27 (Kentucky 
Dam/Calvert City) as 

crews continue milling 
and paving work in the 
area. Detours will run 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. nightly 
through Friday, Sept. 
11, with westbound 
traffic taking Exit 31 
to KY 453 and U.S. 62 
before re-entering I-24 
at Exit 27. The work 
is weather-dependent, 
and a reduced 55 mph 
speed limit remains 
in effect through 

the zone, which 
stretches from the 
Exit 27 interchange 
to the Tennessee 
River Bridge at the 
Marshall-Livingston 
County line.

Separately, 
the Kentucky 
Transportation 
Cabinet has lowered 
the speed limit to 45 
mph on U.S. 62 near 
mile point 3 in Possum 

Trot. New signs went 
up Tuesday, and the 
reduced limit is now 
active and enforceable. 
About 6,030 vehicles 
use that stretch of  U.S. 
62 daily.

Drivers in both 
areas should slow 
down, watch for 
flaggers and law 
enforcement, and 
allow extra travel 
time.

From: Marshall County 
Daily

(CALVERT CITY, 
Ky.) — Registration 
is open for the 8th 
Annual Preston Cope 
Classic Wiffle Ball 
Tournament, set for 
Saturday, Sept. 12, at 
Calvert City Ball Park.

Play begins at 9 a.m. 
with five-player teams 
guaranteed at least 

three games. Bats and 
balls will be provided. 
Divisions are offered 
for elementary, middle 
school, high school 
and adult players.

Team registration 
costs $125, and there 
is no gate fee for 
spectators.

The Murray State 
Racers baseball 
team and the 
Shawnee Community 

College Saints are 
scheduled to join the 
tournament, with 
players available for 
autographs alongside 
the day’s competitive 
play.

Teams can 
register at www.
playlikepreston.com. 
For more information, 
visit the Events page 
at the same website or 
call (270) 339-8990.

By: Ciro Astarita
KPI Writer

(Calvert City, KY)– 
Amidst the rapidly 
growing economic 
development of  
Marshall County 
and the greater 
Jackson Purchase, 
a local staple in 
the community is 
stepping up. MegaFit 
Meals–started in 2015 
by brothers PG and 
Billy Georgiou–are 
expanding operations 
in Calvert City, KY. 
Included in this 
expansion is a new 
40,000 square foot 

food manufacturing 
facility. This 
announcement follows 
their 2.9 million dollar 
investment in Benton, 
KY in 2019, which 
projected to add 50 
jobs to the County.

Since then, their 
continued success 
has enabled them to 
employ even more 
people, with an 
additional 40 new jobs 
added to Marshall. 
This expansion 
will increase 
their production 
capacity and output, 
continuing their 

reputation as Western 
KY’s largest food 
delivery service.

MegaFit Meals’ 
Goal is to provide 
convenient and 
healthy food options 
for not just health 
enthusiasts, but 
anyone trying 
to improve their 
wellbeing. Their 
products are made 
locally and shipped 
across the US. 

But this didn’t 
happen all at once. 
The Georgiou 
Brothers have been 
business owners 

since the founding of  
their first company 
MegaGym in 2005 
with their Draffenville 
location. As a family, 
they built these two 
iconic brands and 
will continue to fuel 
the everchanging 
landscape of  Western 
KY. If  you are 
interested in learning 
more about MegaFit 
Meals/Mega Gym 
products and services, 
you can visit their 
websites at www.
megafitmeal.com and 
www.megagymfitness.
com.

See CFSB
Back of A Section

See CARROLL
Back of A Section

Photo of Birria Tacos. Sourced from www.
megafitmeals.com

Photo of Taco Bowl. Sourced from www.
megafitmeals.com

CFSB Invests in Career 
Exploration for Marshall 

Co. Middle School Students

CFSB Press Release

BENTON, Kentucky 
— Community 
Financial Services 
Bank (CFSB) is 
helping Marshall 
County students 
begin exploring 
their futures long 
before they enter the 
workforce through 
its sponsorship of  
four new Career Lab 
modules for North 

Marshall Middle 
School and South 
Marshall Middle 
School.

Marshall County 
Schools has 
launched the Career 
Exploration Program 
for students in grades 
six through eight 
in partnership with 
Paxton Patterson. 
Through hands-on, 
interactive modules, 
students will have 

opportunities to 
discover their 
interests, strengthen 
employability skills 
and experience tasks 
connected to a variety 
of  career fields.

The program is 
designed to introduce 
students to potential 
careers at an 
important point in 



A2  Friday, September 4, 2026	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389

RAVENSWOOD, 
Ind. (KT) – Guess 
who’s coming to din-
ner?

Nobody under-
stands that question 
better than the Ken-
tucky Baptist Disaster 
Relief  feeding teams. 
This week, KYDR 
volunteers are feeding 
300 hungry people – 
twice a day – in the 
flood-ravaged commu-
nity of  Ravenswood, 
Indiana.

And Karen Smith, 
who is leading the 
feeding team, said 
she expected even 
more mouths to feed. 
Smith said the team 
was initially asked to 
be ready to feed 1,000 
people a day – 500 
for lunch and 500 for 
dinner.

“We are down to 300 
each meal, so we’re 
only doing 600 total. 
Three of  us would be 
able to handle that.”

Smith and her team 
of  16 gold-shirted 
workers can routine-
ly feed thousands of  
people a day and have 
done so on many occa-
sions. And we’re not 
talking about peanut 
butter-and-jelly sand-
wiches.

How about this 
mouth-watering 
menu?

For lunch, spaghetti 
with plenty of  meat 
sauce, a roll and fresh 
orange.

For dinner, sliced 
ham, sweet potatoes, 
green beans, a roll 
and dessert.

Kentucky Baptist 
Disaster Relief  is 
feeding anyone in 
the community of  
Ravenswood who 
was affected by the 
recent flooding, but 

the kitchen crew has 
been busy battling the 
sweltering heat wave. 
They get into air 
conditioning whenev-
er possible, courtesy 
of  Northside Baptist 
Church where the 
team is staying.

“But it’s been hot,” 
Smith said. “I told ev-
erybody weather like 
this makes it easier 

to tell people about 
heaven and hell.”

The feeding team 
loves to cook and 
serve, but more 
than that, they love 
to witness to those 
who come for a meal. 
Giving them a good 
helping of  spiritual 
“food” is what they do 
best.

A lot goes into 

preparing 600 meals 
a day. Smith ordered 
only two days’ worth 
of  meals from Gordon 
Food Service before 
coming to the India-
napolis area. When 
it appeared the com-
munity needed more 
help, the organization 
Feeding America put 
the team in touch 
with a food bank in 

Indiana. Smith said 
she was able pick up 
food for the rest of  the 
week.

“All I asked for was 
protein,” she said. 
“This place is incred-
ible. It covers seven 
football fields. They 
said, ‘We could have 
gotten you every-
thing.’ I told them 
I don’t want to be 

greedy.”
Send Relief  also 

pitched in, sending 
gumbo mix, rice, 
chicken tortilla soup 
mix, chips, corn and 
fruit. It also sent 
macaroni and cheese 
that Smith said will be 
used as a side.

Smith, who is a 
good steward of  the 
Cooperative Program 
dollars that help fund 
Disaster Relief, said 
the meals will cost be-
tween $1.25 and $1.50 
per meal.

Ravenswood was hit 
with two rounds of  
flooding, causing mas-
sive damage to nearly 
300 homes.

The feeding team 
will likely be in 
Ravenswood through 
lunch on Saturday. 
But, as usual, Ken-
tucky Baptist Disas-
ter Relief  is ready 
to supply hope and 
hot meals as long as 
needed.
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Meals are being packed and handed out to anyone in the community of Ravenswood, Ind. Kentucky 
Baptist Disaster Relief workers will be there until Saturday. (KYDR/Amanda McGary)

Kentucky Baptists deliver meals, 
ministry in flood-ravaged Indiana

PRINCIPAL BROKER
PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER

KL# 252972 | KY BROKER# 198374

REAL ESTATE TERMSREAL ESTATE TERMS:  The property will be offered in 8 individual tracts, or as a whole property. The property will be sold in the manner resulting in the 
highest total sale price. A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to the final bid and included in the deed transaction sale price. 15% as down payment on 
the day of the auction with balance in cash at closing on or before 30 days. The down payment may be in the form of cashier’s check, personal check, or 
corporate check. YOUR BIDDING IS NOT CONDITIONAL UPON FINANCING, SO BE SURE YOU HAVE ARRANGED FINANCING, IF NEEDED, AND ARE CAPABLE 
OF PAYING CASH AT CLOSING Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale. Closing shall take place on or before 30 days from auction date. All 2026 ad valorem 
taxes will be prorated at closing. The property will be sold by a new survey, buyer will be responsible for 50% of the survey cost.   PERSONAL PROPERTY  PERSONAL PROPERTY  
TERMSTERMS:  A10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be Added To The Final Bid And Included In The Sales Price. Full Settlement Date Of Sale. Check Or Cash Only.

392 ACRES - HOME - BUILDINGS - EQUIPMENT IN BALLARD CO.
Don’t miss this opportunity to purchase a 392± acre farm near Wickliffe in Ballard County, 
Kentucky! The property features a 3-bedroom, 2-bath home with approximately 1,268 sq. ft. 
of living space and a 1,168 sq. ft. basement. Highlights include a spacious living room, 
eat-in kitchen, abundant cabinetry, covered porch/patio, mature trees, and a peaceful country 
setting. The basement offers flexible space for storage, hobbies, recreation, or a workshop. Farm 
improvements and substantial agricultural acreage complete this exceptional rural property.

Tract Details Include:
TRACT 1 – 8.58 Acres - Home, Barn, and Shop 
along Bethlehem Ch. Rd.
TRACT 2 – 21.59 Acres along Bethlehem Ch Rd
TRACT 3 – 46.58 Acres - Rural Tract
TRACT 4 – 59.74 Acres along Bethlehem Ch Rd
TRACT 5 – 27.38 Acres - Wooded acreage along 
Martin Road
TRACT 6 – 119.95 Acres with Multiple Ponds
TRACT 7 – 66.91 Acres along Martin Road
TRACT 8 – 41.62 Acres along Martin Road

PREVIEW DATE:
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th

5:00-6:00 pm

ABSOLUTE REAL ESTATE & FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
Saturday, September 26th, 2026 | 10:00 AM

2142 Bethlehem Church Rd, Wickliffe, KY 42087
Home - Buildings
Farm Equipment

392
A C R E S

in 8 Tracts 
& Combinations

Estate of 
J.W. & Elena Pittman

FARM MACHINERY FARM MACHINERY - 2009 Intern’l Pro 
Star W/Pto Maxxforce 13 Engine (13l), 
Eaton Fuller 10 Speed Trans, Mileage 
446,855, Pto Hrs 1,370, 22.5 Tires, VN 
2HSCUSJR79C098581
1995 International 8100, Cummin 
M11 Engine (10.8l), Eaton Fuller 10 
Speedtrans, Mileage 684,638, 22.5 Tires, 
VN 1HSHBAHN6SH210052.
1989 18’ Miller Tilt Deck Pintle Hitch 
Trailer, 32,000 Lbs Capacity, Vn 10334845.
1995 Jerry James 6’X10’ Tilt Trailer Vn 
4bxul1019ss000560
1972 Domor Lowboy, Model Lba-25t, 
50,000 Lb Cap, Vn 251117103.
Ford 7710 Series II 2wd Tractor – Dual 
200 Loader, 2 Remotes, 540/1000 Pto, 

Firestone Tires, 18.4-34 Rear Tires And 10-
16 Front Tires; Approximately 3,192 Hours.
 John Deere 2940 2wd Tractor – Approx. 
612 Hours, 1 Remote, 18.4-34 Rear 
Tires - 10 -16 Front Tires; Code 294st, S/N 
360609l; Engine Type 63590l-03, Engine 
S/N 430106cd.
Case 850g Bulldozer – Long-Track, 6-Way 
Blade; Model 850g, S/N Jjg0217994; 
Blade No. 19057981.
John Deere 1550 Power Till Seeder – 8’ 
Unit, 3-Point Hitch; S/N 000272n.
10’ Pull-Behind Rotary Cutter/Bush 
Hog – Model 3210, S/N 12-10558.
MISCELLANEOUS -MISCELLANEOUS - Husqvarna EZ 5224 
Zero-Turn Mower – Approx. 699 Hours, 
Kohler Engine; Model 966038301, S/N 

095005161; Engine S/N 3923208623. 
Ditch Witch Trencher – 3-Wheel Trencher 
With Approx. 5’ Trenching Cap. And 
Wisconsin Gas Engine; S/N 1189023; Misc. 
3-Point Hitch Equip.
FARM, SHOP & HOUSEHOLD ITEMSFARM, SHOP & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
- 1,000-Ga Water Tank, Fuel Tanks, 2” 
Black Plastic Pipe, Pipe Racks, Metal 
Racks, Square Tubing, Flat Metal, Angle 
Iron, Shop Tools, Buffalo Drill Press, 
Shop Vise, Toolbox, Ladders, Hand Tools, 
Garden Tools, Shelving, Hardware, Tires, 
Amana Refrigerator, Amana Washer& 
Dryer, Refrigerator, Kitchen Table & 
Chairs, Living Room Furniture, Bedroom 
Furniture, Dressers, Chests Of Drawers, 
Bedroom Sets

PERSONAL PROPERTY SELLS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING REAL ESTATE.

Benton  |  Calvert City
Draffenville  |  Mayfield
Metropolis  |  Murray  |  Paducah

By MARK MAYNARD
Kentucky Today

Cooking materials coming out of the Kentucky 
Baptist Disaster Relief trailer on site in 
Ravenswood, Ind. (KYDR/Amanda McGary)
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Labor reform grew 
out of  the belief  that 
workers deserved safe-
ty, fair pay, and dignity, 
not just employment. 
From the Industrial 
Revolution to the Pro-
gressive Era and the 
New Deal, unfair work-
ing conditions pushed 
the labor movement 
to demand stronger 
laws. Leaders such as 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Fran-
ces Perkins who was 
appointed Secretary 
of  Labor helped show 
that government had a 
responsibility to protect 
workers when business-
es failed to do so.

During the Industri-
al Revolution and the 
years that followed, 
many workers faced un-
fair working conditions. 
factories, mines, and 
mills often demanded 
long hours, paid low 
wages, and offered little 
protection from injury. 
Workers had limited 
power, so they began 
organizing labor unions 
and calling for reforms 
that would make work-
places safer and fairer.

Unfair child labor 
was one of  the most se-
rious problems of  this 
period. Children were 
forced into employment 
because they could be 
paid less than adults 
and were easier for 
employers to control. 
Many children worked 
in dangerous places in-
stead of  going to school, 
which kept families 

trapped in poverty and 
exposed young workers 
to injuries and long-
term health problems.

President Roosevelt 
helped bring national 
attention to labor issues 
during the Progressive 
Era. As president, he 
supported the idea that 
government should 
help balance the power 
between big business 
and ordinary workers. 
He promoted fairness, 
and his administration 
showed that the federal 
government could play 
a role in protecting 
workers and addressing 
abuses in industry. He 
was instrumental in the 
passage of  the National 
Labor Relations Act of  
1935 that gave workers 
the right to form unions 
and collective bargain. 
The passage of  NLRA is 
just important today as 
it was in 1935.

Frances Perkins 
continued the push for 

labor reform under 
President Roosevelt. 
As the first female 
Secretary of  Labor, she 
supported the passage 
of  the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act of  1938 which 
led to improved wages, 
8-hour workdays, 40-

hour work week and 
restricted child labor.

Unions today are also 
active in their respected 
communities beyond 
the workplace. All 
trade unions support 
job training and ap-
prenticeship programs 

that help people learn 
skilled trades and 
find stable careers. 
They also take part in 
community service by 
volunteering, raising 
money, supporting 
disaster relief, donating 
to charities, and help-
ing families in need. 
These efforts show 
that unions are not 
only focused on wages 
and benefits for their 
members, but also on 
strengthening the com-
munities where their 
members live and work.

The rise of  labor re-
form shows how public 
pressure, worker orga-
nization, and govern-
ment action can change 
society. The struggles 
of  skilled trades and 
factory workers in the 

past led to laws that 
made workplaces safer 
and more humane. 
Roosevelt helped pop-
ularize the idea that 
government should 
stand between pow-
erful businesses and 
vulnerable workers, 
while Perkins helped 
turn reform ideas into 
lasting national policy. 
Today, labor reform is 
still important because 
fairness at work is nev-
er guaranteed automat-
ically.

On this Labor Day, 
may we all pause and 
take a moment to re-
flect on those that came 
before us and the sacri-
fices they made, many 
with their own life to 
make things better for 
us today.

NEWS

Labor Day was forged by the labor movement of the late nineteenth century.

By Rhonda Foster
KPI Staff Writer

The rise of labor reform

STORE HOURS:  TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

533 Lone Oak Rd, Paducah, KY 42003
(270) 554-8790

betweenfriendsconsignmentllc.com
Find us on Facebook: Between Friends Consignment

Labor DayLabor Day
Get more for your hard-earned money 

all weekend long!

Everything in Store
*Includes already 

marked down items!

EXTRAEXTRA
25% OFF25% OFF

*Check all items before purchasing. Does not include “No Markdowns”. All sales final.

Dark Purple 
75% off

Dark Green 
75% off

Tan 50% off
Gray 25% off
Red 25% off








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COVINGTON, Ky. 
- Attorney General 
Russell Coleman 
announced today his 
continued efforts to 
support the men and 
women of  Kentucky 
law enforcement. At 
a news conference in 
Covington, Attorney 
General Coleman 
detailed the Office’s 
newest program: 
‘Stand by the Badge’ 
to support officer 
mental health.

The Office has 
launched a secure 
website for officers, 
deputies and troopers 
to access peers and 
resources to support 
them mentally, spiri-
tually, and financial-
ly. A toolkit of  best 
practices so agencies 
across Kentucky can 
stand up their own 
peer-support teams 
has also been created 
and made available to 
law enforcement.   

The program award-
ed eight Kentucky law 
enforcement agencies 
funds to use for peer 
support services to 
strengthen officer 
mental health. The 
Office is continuing to 
seek additional fund-
ing opportunities to 
expand the ‘Stand by 
the Badge’ initiative.

Selected agencies 
will receive $5,000 for 
expenses including 
overtime for peer sup-

port specialists, train-
ing and education 
for peer support and 
wellness, and equip-
ment for the teams. 

The awardees in-
clude:

Ashland Police 
Department will train 
officers to become 
peer support special-
ists and provide ser-
vices to surrounding 
agencies.

Daviess County 
Detention Center will 
send selected deputy 
jailers to training and 
then establish a peer 
support team within 
the jail.

Elizabethtown Po-
lice Department will 
develop peer support 
and critical inci-
dent stress response 
resources, as well as 

provide a therapy dog 
for officers.

Laurel County 
Sheriff’s Office will 
create a peer support 
team, beginning with 
sending six deputies 
to peer support spe-
cialist training.

Paducah Police 
Department will es-
tablish a peer support 
team and fund team 
members to attend 
training.  

Scott County Sher-
iff’s Office will offer 
24/7 peer support and 
wellness support to 
officers. Resources, 
including books about 
emotional survival 
following chronic 
stress, will be made 
available.

The Northern Ken-
tucky Police Chiefs 
Association will use 
funds to support their 

existing team, which 
provides services 
to over 50 agencies 
across eight counties.

Warren County 
Sheriff’s Office will 
establish a peer sup-
port team, including 
training specialists 
by a mental health 
professional.

“When we give our 
law enforcement offi-
cers the opportunity 
to support one anoth-
er, we build stronger 
officers, stronger 
teams, and ultimately 
safer communities,” 
said Attorney General 
Coleman. “Kentucky 
has some of  the finest 
law enforcement 
officers in the busi-
ness. We are honored 
to stand with them 
and put peer support 
programs in place 
that can offer hope, 

connection, and sup-
port when they need it 
most.”

The Attorney Gen-
eral’s grant program 
will expand existing 
peer support services 
already available in 
the Commonwealth. 
Some statewide 
resources current-
ly exist to respond 
to critical incidents 
including officer-in-
volved shootings, 
including the excel-
lent work being done 
by the Department 
of  Justice Criminal 
Training. The AG’s 
grants will provide 
funding for consistent 
peer support to ad-
dress chronic day-to-
day stressors and sec-
ondary trauma. Some 
large departments or 
regions already offer 
strong peer support 

programs, but other 
agencies, especially 
in rural communities, 
may lack the resourc-
es needed to operate 
their own teams. 

“I’m grateful to 
Attorney General 
Coleman for provid-
ing this grant oppor-
tunity for peer sup-
port programs.  This 
critical mental health 
initiative will help 
strengthen efforts 
to keep our deputy 
jailers and other law 
enforcement officers 
whole,” said Daviess 
County Jailer Art 
Maglinger, whose 
team received grant 
funding.

“Peer support teams 
are crucial to officers 
in crisis, after a criti-
cal incident, or those 
just struggling with 
the stresses of  being 
a first responder. Sup-
port for these teams 
help officers be men-
tally and emotion-
ally well; in return 
providing high-qual-
ity service to their 
communities,” Alex-
andria Police Chief  
Lucas Cooper, who 
helped stand up a peer 
support group for the 
Northern Kentucky 
region and received 
grant funding.

The AG’s Peer Sup-
port Grant Program 
was made possible 
through a grant from 
the nonprofit, biparti-
san Attorney General 
Alliance.

Attorney General Coleman Unveils Statewide 
Peer Support Effort, to include Grants to 

Kentucky Law Enforcement Agencies
Press Release

Attorney General Russell Coleman stands with Kentucky law enforcement agencies who received 
grant funding. 
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Residents of  the 
United States and 
Canada celebrate 
Labor Day or Labour 
Day each September 
on the first Monday of  
the month to acknowl-
edge the contributions 
of  each nation’s work-
ers. The holiday can 
be traced to the late 
nineteenth century, 
when labor activists 
campaigned for a 
federal holiday to rec-
ognize hardworking 
employees and their 
accomplishments.

Although the hol-
iday originally was 
crafted by the labor 
movement, not much 
labor occurs on Labor 
Day each year. Rather, 
Labor Day is a time 
when most workers 
enjoy a well-deserved 
day off, and various 
recreational events 
take place. Individuals 
can explore these tips 
to enjoy a memorable, 
fun and safe Labor 
Day.

Grilling time
Grilling is a center-

piece of  many Labor 
Day celebrations. 
Although guests 
may look forward to 
familiar fare, such as 
burgers and hot dogs, 

introducing some 
interesting menu 
items into the mix can 
elevate the event even 
further. Explore op-
tions with seafood and 
vegetables or even 
experiment with dif-
ferent flavor profiles. 
Replace chicken with 
shrimp on kabobs or 
swap beef  for lamb in 
burgers for even more 
variety.

When grilling, 
always emphasize 
safety. Never leave the 
grill unattended, and 
ensure that the grill 
is located away from 
the main action and 
far enough from the 
house so that nothing 
will catch fire.

Factor in traffic
Traffic is a common 

complaint during the 

summer, but espe-
cially during holi-
day weekends. AAA 
booking data showed 
overall domestic 
travel over Labor Day 
weekend 2024 was up 
9 percent compared 
to the year prior. In 
many locations, Labor 
Day is the last hurrah 
before school begins, 
so roadways tend to be 
congested. The trans-

portation data experts 
at INRIX recommend 
car travelers avoid the 
afternoon and ear-
ly evening hours of  
Thursday and Friday, 
as those times tend to 
be the busiest. Leav-
ing early on Thursday 
or Friday or departing 
on Saturday afternoon 
will help travelers 
avoid most traffic and 
begin their weekends 

less stressed. Plus, 
drivers are less likely 
to drive aggressively 
when they build in a 
time buffer.

Head to the water
Water sports, boat-

ing, swimming, and 
other water-based 
activities are enter-
taining ideas for La-
bor Day. Life jackets 
are essential on boats 
and other watercraft, 
and inexperienced 
swimmers may 
want to wear them 
as well. Everyone 
should avoid alcohol 
consumption while 
boating or swimming. 
Try to stick to areas 
that have lifeguards 
on duty.

Firework smarts
Fireworks can cap 

off  a summer of  fun. 
Instead of  lighting 
fireworks at home, 
head to an event orga-
nized by pyrotechnics 
experts for the safest 
situation. Pets can be-
come skittish during 
loud noises associated 
with fireworks, so 
keep them indoors in 
a quiet room where 
they can remain calm 
and are less likely to 
run away and get lost 
outdoors.

Enjoy a safe and fun Labor Day

Labor Day tends to be summer’s curtain call. Make the most of it this year, but remember to always 
play it safe.  

Staff Report

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – Kentuckians 
are invited to make 
their voices heard at 
the four Citizen Foster 
Care Review Boards’ 
virtual forums which 
will be taking place in 
September and Octo-
ber.

The forums will 
give participants an 
opportunity to share 
their perspectives, 
learn more about 
Kentucky’s foster 

care system and help 
shape conversations 
about the needs of  
children and families. 
Advance registration 
is required. All forums 
will be held from 11 
a.m.-noon CDT/noon-1 
p.m. EDT.

Sept. 21, register 
at https://kcoj.info/
Sept21CFCRB.

For residents of  Al-
len, Ballard, Barren, 
Breckinridge, Butler, 
Caldwell, Calloway, 
Carlisle, Christian, 
Crittenden, Daviess, 
Edmonson, Fulton, 

Graves, Grayson, Han-
cock, Hardin, Hart, 
Henderson, Hickman, 
Hopkins, LaRue, Liv-
ingston, Logan, Lyon, 
Marshall, McCrack-
en, McLean, Meade, 
Metcalfe, Muhlen-
berg, Nelson, Ohio, 
Simpson, Todd, Trigg, 
Union, Warren and 
Webster counties.

Sept. 25, register 
at https://kcoj.info/
Sept25CFCRB.

For residents of  
Adair, Bath, Bell, 
Boyd, Breathitt, 
Carter, Casey, Clay, 

Clinton, Cumberland, 
Elliott, Floyd, Green, 
Greenup, Harlan, 
Jackson, Johnson, 
Knott, Knox, Laurel, 
Lawrence, Leslie, 
Letcher, Lewis, Magof-
fin, Marion, Martin, 
McCreary, Menifee, 
Monroe, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Perry, Pike, 
Powell, Pulaski, Rock-
castle, Rowan, Russell, 
Taylor, Washington, 
Wayne, Whitley and 
Wolfe counties.

Sept. 29, register 
at https://kcoj.info/
Sept29CFCRB.

For residents of  
Bullitt, Fayette and 
Jefferson counties.

Oct. 1, register at re-
quired at https://kcoj.
info/Oct1CFCRB.

For residents of  An-
derson, Boone, Bour-
bon, Boyle, Bracken, 
Campbell, Carroll, 
Clark, Estill, Fleming, 
Franklin, Gallatin, 
Garrard, Grant, Harri-
son, Henry, Jessamine, 
Kenton, Lee, Lincoln, 
Madison, Mason, 
Mercer, Nicholas, Old-
ham, Owen, Owsley, 
Pendleton, Robertson, 

Scott, Shelby, Spencer, 
Trimble and Woodford 
counties.

The forums are 
part of  the reforms 
outlined in House Bill 
1, passed in 2018 to 
address challenges 
within the foster care 
and adoption systems. 
The CFCRBs held 
their first regional fo-
rums in October 2018 
to gather public input 
on the state’s foster 
care system.

Citizen foster care board to have virtual forums
By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

Labor shortages 

can make it hard for 

any business owner 

to compete, and those 

working in the agri-

cultural sector are no 
exception to that re-
ality. The U.S. Senate 
Committee on Aging 
notes that the median 
age of  farmers in the 
United States is 58, 
and more farmers are 
older than 65 than 
under 44. That doesn’t 
bode well for the 
future, but the labor 
shortages confronting 
the agricultural sec-
tor pose an immediate 
problem as well. 

A January 2025 re-
port from the agricul-
tural tech firm Sa-
banto noted there are 
currently 2.4 million 
unfilled jobs with-
in the agricultural 

sector. Labor short-
ages pose a unique 
challenge, but the 
following are some 
strategies agricul-
tural operations can 
consider to overcome 
a lack of  help.

• Look for ways to 
automate. Automa-
tion can be a lifeline 
that helps to meet the 
challenge of  labor 
shortages within the 
agricultural sector. 
Modern technology 
enables completion of  
various tasks, such as 
water measurement 
and soil analysis, 
through the use of  
automated sensors 
or programs. Auto-

mation can allow 
farmers to direct their 
limited personnel re-
sources toward tasks 
that require hands-on 
work.

• Join forces with 
fellow farmers. An-
other potential solu-
tion is to pool limited 
labor resources with 
other farmers in 
your area. Farmers 
can work together 
to identify workers 
who can be trained as 
specialists and then 
transported to various 
sites to perform vital 
tasks each farm needs 
to survive. 

• Cut down on field 
operations when 

possible. Reducing 
reliance on tasks that 
cannot be automated 
is another strategy 
to confront the labor 
shortage. For exam-
ple, no-tillage farming 
methods require few-
er personnel. Season-
al farming that limits 
operations during 
times of  year when 
the available work-
force is particularly 
scant also can help 
navigate the labor 
shortage.

• Encourage local 
politicians to promote 
legislative solutions. 
Policy reform that 
prioritizes access 
to labor within the 
agricultural sector 
can serve both short- 
and long-term needs. 
Farmers can contact 
local politicians and 
let them know about 
the challenges facing 
the agricultural sec-
tor, offering invalu-
able feedback that 
can be used to write 
and promote farm-
er-friendly legislation.

Staff Report

Strategies to navigate the agriculture labor shortage

AUCTION TERMS: A 15% BUYER’S PREMIUM ON ALL INTERNET PURCHASES. 
6% KY SALES TAX WILL APPLY.

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

ABSOLUTE ONLINE AUCTION 
FANCY FARM HARDWARE 

STORE LIQUIDATION

BIDDING BEGINS CLOSING TUES., SEPT. 29TH @ 6PM

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

Selling: HY-KO PROMATIC 100 KEY CUTTING MACHINE, 
BRAND-NAME TOOLS SUCH AS MILWAUKEE, DEWALT, IRWIN, 

WERNER, BOSTITCH, VULCAN, ZAREBA, GERBER, SOUTHWIRE, 
ALFLEX, FLOTEC, DELTA, BOSTON HARBOR, MISC. PLUMBING 
& ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, NUMEROUS PEG BOARD SHELVING 

UNITS, CASE HARDENED & MISC. HARDWARE SUCH AS 
NUTS, BOLTS, WASHERS, LOCK NUTS, SCREWS & ANCHORS, 

LADDERS, CABINET HARDWARE, RUSTOLEUM & MINWAX 
SEALER, KRYLON, CAULKING, DRILL BITS, & MUCH MORE!

Too much to list! go to www.colsonsells.com for full inventory  
to register to bid, go to website & select bid online 

ONLINE ONLY - BID FROM ANYWHERE!
BIDDING BEGINS TUESDAY, SEPT. 15TH @ 6PM
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How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 

boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, 

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! Good Luck! 
ANSWERS IN THE B SECTION

Sudoku Puzzle

Word SearchCrossword Puzzle

Word Scramble

Guess Who?

ANSWERS IN THE B 
SECTION

Crypto Fun
IF IT 

MATTERS 
TO YOU, 

IT 
MATTERS 

TO US.
THANKS 

FOR 
READING!

Coloring Fun

Labor Day
Monday, September 7th

Maze Craze

Puzzle 
Solutions 
on B14

PUZZLE PAGE
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The University of  
Kentucky Martin-Gat-
ton College of  Ag-
riculture, Food and 
Environment (CAFE) 
has announced The Bill 
Gatton Foundation 2026 
Grand Challenges—
advancing ambitious, 
interdisciplinary work 
that addresses complex 
challenges facing Ken-
tucky and beyond.

Through the gener-
osity of  The Bill Gatton 
Foundation’s histor-
ic $100 million gift in 
2023, $5.6 million has 
been invested to steward 
innovative projects start-
ing in 2026. These proj-
ects address artificial in-
telligence and emerging 
technology; agriculture 
and food systems; water 
and climate sustainabil-
ity; forestry and natural 
resources; agricultural 
finance; education; and 
Extension and workforce 
development.

Bringing together 
expertise from across 
Martin-Gatton CAFE 
and UK, these selected 
projects are designed to 
develop innovative solu-
tions, create opportuni-
ties for students, serve 
Kentucky communities 
and build capacity for 
future externally funded 
work.

“The 2026 Grand 
Challenges demonstrate 
the breadth of  our land-
grant mission at the 
University of  Kentucky,” 
said Laura Stephenson, 
vice president for land-
grant engagement and 
dean of  Martin-Gatton 
CAFE. “Thanks to the 
extraordinary generos-
ity of  The Bill Gatton 
Foundation, interdis-
ciplinary teams now 
have the resources to 

pursue ambitious ideas, 
develop new capabilities 
and translate university 
expertise into mean-
ingful impact across 
Kentucky.”

The following projects 
were selected as The Bill 
Gatton Foundation 2026 
Grand Challenges: 

AI-Enabled Epigenetic 
Biomarkers for Agricul-
ture, Animal Health and 
Healthy Aging: Estab-
lishing C3EB. Led by 
Carlos Rodríguez López, 
Ph.D., associate profes-
sor in the Department of  
Horticulture, this Grand 
Challenge will establish 
the Cross-Campus Cen-
ter on Epigenetic Bio-
markers (C3EB), bring-
ing together expertise 
in epigenetics, artificial 
intelligence and mathe-
matical modeling to de-
velop new approaches to 
challenges spanning ag-
riculture, animal health, 
nutrition and healthy 
aging. C3EB aims to gen-
erate new diagnostic and 
decision-support tools 
while addressing issues 
important to Kentucky, 
including agricultural 
productivity, livestock 
health and welfare, food 
quality and population 
health.

 AI-Enabled Self-Driv-
ing Laboratory for 
Transformative Chem-
ical Discovery in Ken-
tucky’s Agriculture and 
Food Systems. Led by 
Michael Montross, Ph.D., 
professor in the Depart-
ment of  Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineer-
ing, in collaboration 
with the UK Stanley and 
Karen Pigman College of  
Engineering, the project 
will establish an AI-en-
abled self-driving labora-
tory designed to acceler-
ate scientific discovery 
across agriculture, food 
and bioprocessing sys-

tems. The interdisciplin-
ary team will combine 
artificial intelligence, 
robotics, laboratory 
automation, controlled 
processing and rapid 
analysis into a system 
capable of  designing and 
conducting experiments, 
analyzing the results 
and using what it learns 
to determine the most 
informative experi-
ments to conduct next. 
By bringing research, 
education and out-
reach together around 
a shared technological 
platform, the project 
team intends to establish 
a new interdisciplinary 
capability at UK and 
provide a foundation for 
larger external research 
opportunities in AI-en-
abled agriculture, food 
systems and biomanu-
facturing.

 KY-WAP: An AI-Pow-
ered Woodland Analysis 
Platform for Kentucky. 
Led by Jian Yang, Ph.D., 
associate professor and 
director of  graduate 
studies in the Depart-
ment of  Forestry and 
Natural Resources, the 

Kentucky Woodland 
Analysis Platform (KY-
WAP) will use artificial 
intelligence, machine 
learning, remote sensing 
and advanced geospatial 
data to provide detailed 
information about the 
condition of  Kentucky’s 
forests. KY-WAP will 
bring together informa-
tion currently spread 
across complex datasets, 
including aerial imag-
ery and Light Detection 
and Ranging (LiDAR), 
satellite imagery, soil 
information, forest 
inventories and land-
scape disturbance data, 
and translate those 
resources into practical 
information at the parcel 
and forest-stand level. 
The long-term goal is 
to establish a statewide 
woodland intelligence 
resource that can ulti-
mately serve as a model 
for AI-powered forest 
analysis beyond Ken-
tucky.

 Integrated Water, 
Climate and Sustain-
ability Initiative. Led by 
Tiffany Messer, Ph.D., 
Amanda Gumbert, 

Ph.D., John McMaine, 
Ph.D., and Jason Unrine, 
Ph.D. at Martin-Gatton 
CAFE and affiliates 
at the Kentucky Wa-
ter Research Institute 
(KWRI), this initiative 
will address water, 
climate variability and 
sustainability through 
coordinated investment 
spanning research, 
Extension, education, 
workforce development 
and student recruitment. 
This project will inves-
tigate how Kentucky’s 
changing temperature 
and rainfall patterns 
influence the movement 
and transformation of  
organic matter, nutri-
ents and contaminants 
in aquatic environments. 
This initiative will 
strengthen undergrad-
uate education through 
new coursework and 
the development of  a 
cross-college academic 
credential connecting 
climate-smart agricul-
ture, water systems and 
data-enabled deci-
sion-making. In addi-
tion, a pilot residential 
summer experience for 

high school students 
called STREAM—Sum-
mer Training in Re-
silient Environmental 
Management—will be 
launched.

 Agricultural Finance 
Education Initiative — 
Feasibility and Planning 
Phase. Led by Jonathan 
Shepherd, agricultural 
Extension specialist 
in the Department of  
Agricultural Economics, 
this project will sup-
port a feasibility study 
and planning phase to 
explore an integrated 
approach to strengthen 
agricultural finance ed-
ucation, farm transition 
and succession planning, 
applied research, Exten-
sion programming and 
industry engagement 
across Kentucky. The 
proposed initiative is in-
tended to bring together 
expertise that currently 
exists across the univer-
sity and among external 
partners to help agricul-
tural operations — from 
small and mid-sized 
farms to larger enter-
prises — build financial 
resilience and prepare 
for successful transi-
tions.

The Grand Challenges 
will be introduced at The 
Bill Gatton Foundation 
Annual Symposium 
at UK on Sept. 2. This 
inaugural showcase 
event will celebrate and 
highlight The Bill Gatton 
Foundation’s supported 
work in research, teach-
ing, Extension, student 
success and collabora-
tive initiatives at Mar-
tin-Gatton CAFE.

Visit The Bill Gatton 
Foundation or gat-
ton-legacy.mgcafe.uky.
edu to learn more about 
Mr. Gatton’s historic 
gift along with the Bill 
Gatton Foundation 2026 
Grand Challenges.

The Bill Gatton Foundation 2026 Grand Challenges 
announced to advance Kentucky

By Christopher Carney
christopher.carney@uky.edu 

The Bill Gatton Foundation Grand Challenges program is designed to support 
collaborative work capable of producing meaningful impact in Kentucky, while 
positioning the University of Kentucky for leadership in areas of national and 
global importance. Photo collage created by Martin-Gatton CAFE.
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federal permitting 
requirements.

His subsequent 
legislative work 
established the 
Nuclear Energy 
Development Working 
Group in 2023 and the 
Kentucky Nuclear 
Energy Development 
Authority in 2024. 
KNEDA serves as 
Kentucky’s central 
nonregulatory 
coordinator for 
nuclear investment, 
community 
readiness, workforce 
development, 
education and 
public engagement.
In 2025, Carroll 

sponsored legislation 
consolidating 
Kentucky’s 
competitive nuclear 
development grant 
program within 
KNEDA. That measure 
also directed funding 
toward laser and 
photonics technology 
at the University of  
Kentucky’s Pigman 
College of  Engineering 
in Paducah.

Carroll’s Senate Bill 
57, enacted earlier 
this year, created 
the Nuclear Reactor 
Site Readiness 
Pilot Program. The 
program establishes 
a structured process 
to help qualifying 
applicants pursue 
early federal site 
approval and 

reactor licensing 
while requiring 
community readiness, 
financial security, 
measurable benefits 
and repayment 
protections.

The enacted state 
budget authorized up 
to $75 million during 
the 2026-28 biennium 
to support qualifying 
federal permitting and 
licensing costs for up 
to three pilot projects. 
State support is 
limited to $25 million 
per project.

Any expenditure 
requires prior written 
approval from the 
state budget director, 
and final awards 
remain subject to 
General Assembly 
action.

The program 
does not approve a 
reactor, guarantee 
public funding or 
replace federal 
Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and 
Kentucky Public 
Service Commission 
reviews.

“Kentucky is 
showing that a state 
can be forward-
looking without 
abandoning 
accountability,” 
Carroll said. “We’re 
creating a pathway 
for serious proposals 
to be evaluated, but 
developers will have 
to meet federal and 
state requirements, 
demonstrate benefits 
for communities and 
ratepayers and put 

meaningful private 
investment behind 
their plans. That 
balance is critical to 
earning public trust, 
and with a topic like 
nuclear energy that 
is still the victim of  
misconceptions, we 
can’t understate how 
important trust is.”

Kentucky showcased 
as national leader 

Carroll said KY’s 
participation in the 
national discussion 
comes as increasing 
electricity demand, 
economic development 
and national security 
needs renew attention 
on dependable 
domestic energy 
production.

“Advanced nuclear 

energy has the 
potential to become 
one of  the most 
significant pieces 
of  Kentucky’s 
all-of-the-above 
energy portfolio,” 
Carroll said. “Our 
responsibility is 
to prepare before 
opportunities arrive, 
protect the public 
interest, inform and 
engage the public and 
make sure Kentucky is 
positioned to compete.

“Being invited to 
share Kentucky’s work 
with national energy 
leaders is encouraging 
evidence that our 
commonwealth is 
moving in the right 
direction.”

Overnight I-24 Westbound Detour 
in Marshall County, Between Exits 
31 & 27, Starting Tuesday, Sept. 8

From: KY Transporta-
tion Cabinet District 1

PADUCAH, Ky. 
(Sept. 2, 2026) – 
Motorists should 
anticipate overnight 
detours on Interstate 
24 westbound 
between Exit 31 
(Grand Rivers) and 
Exit 27 (Kentucky 
Dam/Calvert City) 
starting Tuesday, 

Sept. 8. This is 
part of  an ongoing 
work zone on I-24 in 
Marshall County.  
Milling and paving 
work is expected to 
last approximately 
four nights.

Detours will 
be implemented 
between 9 p.m. and 6 
a.m. nightly, Tuesday 
through Friday, 

Sept. 11. All work is 
weather-dependent.

Westbound Detour: 
Take Exit 31, follow 
KY 453 and U.S. 
62 to re-enter I-24 
westbound at Exit 27. 

Motorists should 
watch for law 
enforcement and 
flaggers directing 
traffic, allow extra 

travel time and use 
caution.

The work zone 
extends from the I-24 
Exit 27 interchange 
at U.S. 62 to the 
I-24 Tennessee 
River Bridge at the 
Marshall-Livingston 
County line. A 
reduced speed limit 
of  55 mph is in effect 
in the work zone.

their education. Before 
entering high school, 
students begin making 
decisions about 
classes, programs and 
pathways that can 
influence what comes 
next. These labs will 
allow them to base 
those decisions on real 
experiences rather 
than simply what they 
believe a career may 
involve.

“We want our 
students to understand 
that there are so 
many different 
opportunities available 
to them,” said Autumn 
Anderson, Marshall 
County Schools 
educator and Career 
Exploration Program 
leader. “These labs 
give them the chance 
to experience different 
careers, learn more 
about their own 
interests and begin 
thinking about what 
they may want their 
future to look like.”

Each Paxton 
Patterson module 
provides students 

with an immersive 
introduction to a 
career area through 
guided activities, 
specialized equipment 
and problem-solving 
experiences. The 
available labs 
represent fields 
ranging from health 
science and skilled 
trades to technology, 
engineering, 
communication 
and other growing 
industries.

CFSB’s sponsorship 
will fund four career 
modules, expanding 
the number of  
experiences available 
to students at both 
North Marshall 
and South Marshall 
Middle Schools. 
The investment 
builds upon the 
bank’s continued 
support of  education, 
career readiness 
and workforce 
development 
throughout the 
communities it serves.

“Students shouldn’t 
have to wait until 
graduation to begin 
discovering where 
their interests and 
abilities might 

lead them,” CFSB 
President Jason 
Jones said. “Career 
exploration gives 
them the confidence 
to ask questions, try 
something new and 
make more informed 
decisions about their 
education. We’re 
proud to partner with 
Marshall County 
Schools to create 
those opportunities 
for students here at 
home.”

In addition to 
introducing individual 
career fields, the labs 
will help students 
develop skills that 
are valuable in every 
workplace, including 
communication, 
collaboration, critical 
thinking, problem-
solving and personal 
responsibility. The 
program also creates 
a stronger connection 
between classroom 
learning and the 
careers represented 
throughout Marshall 
County and the 
surrounding region.

For CFSB, that 
connection is an 
important part of  
investing in the 

long-term strength 
of  the community. 
Today’s middle school 
students will become 
tomorrow’s employees, 
entrepreneurs, 
educators, healthcare 
professionals and 
community leaders. 
Giving them space to 
explore now can help 
them recognize their 
abilities and see a 
future for themselves 
within the region.

“This program is 
about helping students 
connect what they’re 
learning today with 
the possibilities 
waiting for them 
tomorrow,” Anderson 
said. “Support from 
community partners 
like CFSB allows us 
to provide meaningful 
experiences that can 
influence the decisions 
our students make for 
years to come.”

Marshall County 
Schools continues to 
seek support from 
area businesses and 
industry leaders to 
expand the Career 
Exploration Program 
and provide additional 
modules for both 
middle schools. 
Organizations 
interested in 
supporting the 
program may contact 
Autumn Anderson, 
autumn.anderson@
marshall.kyschools.
us for North 
Marshall Middle or 
Laura James, laura.
james@marshall.
kyschools.us for South 
Marshall Middle 
School for additional 
information.

MC Schools Awarded 
Kentucky Waste Tire 

Grant for Recycled 
Benches & Picnic Table

From: Marshall County Schools

BENTON, KY — September 2, 2026 
— Marshall County Schools has been 
awarded $7,484 through the Kentucky 
Energy and Environment Cabinet’s 2026 
Waste Tire Crumb Rubber/Tire-Derived 
Products Grant Program to purchase 
outdoor benches and a picnic table made 
with recycled Kentucky waste tires.

The grant will support the purchase of  
five three-foot park benches, seven six-foot 
park benches, and one six-foot picnic table 
for Benton Elementary School, Central 
Elementary School, Jonathan Elementary 
School, Sharpe Elementary School, and 
the Marshall County Board of  Education 
Office.

The durable, low-maintenance outdoor 
furnishings will provide additional 
seating and gathering spaces for students, 
staff, families, and visitors while giving 
Kentucky waste tires a beneficial second 
use. By incorporating recycled tire-
derived products into school spaces, the 
project supports environmental awareness 
while providing practical improvements 
throughout the district.

“This project shows how recycled 
materials can be used to make practical, 
long-lasting products that benefit 
our students and community,” said 
Superintendent Bill Thorpe. “We are 
grateful for the support of  the Kentucky 
Energy and Environment Cabinet and 
excited to see the finished product.”

The Waste Tire Grant Program requires 
a 25% local match, which Marshall County 
Schools may provide through cash or 
qualifying in-kind contributions.

Marshall County Schools appreciates 
the Kentucky Energy and Environment 
Cabinet for its investment in the district 
and its continued efforts to promote the 
responsible reuse of  Kentucky waste tires.

Updates and photos of  the new benches 
and picnic table will be shared with 
families and the community as the project 
moves forward.
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Apple’s new CEO 
John Ternus takes 
the helm of  the iconic 
tech giant on Tuesday, 
ending Tim Cook’s 
15-year tenure during 
which the company’s 
value skyrocket to $4.6 
trillion thanks to the 
iPhone’s enormous 
popularity.

The transition to a 
new CEO comes at a 
pivotal time for Apple. 
Artificial intelligence 
has unleashed the 
greatest upheaval 
within the industry 
since Steve Jobs un-
veiled the first iPhone 
in 2007. Apple has got-
ten off  to a rough start 
in AI after stumbling 
in its efforts to deliv-
er new features built 

on the technology, as 
promised nearly two 
years ago.

Earlier this year, it 
unveiled new artificial 
intelligence advances, 
including upgrades 
to its Siri assistant, 
emphasizing a focus 
on privacy and day-to-
day use as the iPhone 
maker tries to catch 
up with rivals.

Ternus faces chal-
lenges that will force 
him to step outside 
his comfort zone in 
hardware engineer-
ing. Beyond finding 
ways to keep Apple 
competitive in the 
artificial intelligence 
race, he will need to 
navigate supply chain 
questions and rela-
tionships with figures 
such as President 

Donald Trump, who 
offered public praise 
for his predecessor on 
Tuesday.

Serving as Apple 

CEO will also require 
soft skills, including 
developing relation-
ships with important 
figures. Cook cultivat-

ed ties with Trump 
as he navigated the 
company through 
business challenges, 
including Trump’s 

trade and tariff  war 
targeting countries in 
Asia, where Apple has 
extensive manufactur-
ing supply chains. Al-
though he is handing 
over the CEO reins at 
Apple, Cook is widely 
expected to help the 
company maintain a 
good relationship with 
Trump after he shifts 
to his new role as ex-
ecutive chairman.

Ternus worked on 
some of  Apple’s signa-
ture products under 
Cook, including the 
Apple Watch, AirPods 
and Apple Vision 
Pro. He will headline 
next week’s launch 
of  the latest iPhone 
at Apple’s Cupertino, 
California, headquar-
ters.

Apple’s new CEO, John Ternus, takes over from Tim Cook after 15 years

John Ternus, Apple’s V.P. of Hardware Engineering, discusses the latest 
development for the iPad Pro during an event to announce new products Oct. 30, 
2018, in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bebeto Matthews - AP

purplewave.com
THOUSANDS OF ITEMS SELL NO RESERVE EVERY WEEK!

All items sell where they sit.  |  10% buyer’s premium applies.  |  866.608.9283

2027 Kenworth T680 
semi truck

2019 Western Star 4700 
crane truck

2023 Lakota Charger 
horse trailer

1996 Freightliner FLD 
vacuum truck

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 5500 
HD bucket truck

2016 Vermeer D24x40 Nav S3 
directional boring unit

2007 International WorkStar 
7400 sewer jetter truck

2006 John Deere 770D 
motor grader

2019 RAM 5500HD 
rollback truck

2013 John Deere 544K 
wheel loader
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AUCTIONS
Equipment solutions 
are just a click away!

ER3184 
2025 Kenworth 
T480 refuse 
truck

HOPKINSVILLE

AG / CONSTRUCTION / TRUCK & TRAILER
GOVERNMENT / VEHICLES & EQUIPMENT

SEP 15

By The Associated Press
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — 
An online auction to 
sell surplus equipment 
from the Kentucky 
Department of  Fish 
and Wildlife Resources 
opens Sept. 1, 2026.

Hosted by The 
Logsdon Group, the 
auction runs through 
10 a.m. (ET) on Friday, 
Sept. 11, 2026, and 
features nearly 40 sur-
plus items, including 
trucks, tractors, mow-
ers and other mainte-
nance equipment. A 
complete list of  items 
is provided at The 
Logsdon Group Ken-
tucky Department of  
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources webpage. Reg-

istration is required 
through The Logsdon 
Group website and is 
open throughout the 
auction window.

Items are located at 
three different depart-
ment-owned wildlife 
management areas 
(WMAs) and another 
department office in 
western Kentucky. 
Winning bidders will 
need to pick up their 
items at the loca-
tions where they are 
housed, as listed on 
the auction page:

Ballard WMA, 864 
Wildlife Road, LaCen-
ter, Ky., 270-577-6374

Peabody WMA, 1 
Goose Lake Road, 
Drakesboro, Ky., 270-
499-2911

Sloughs WMA, 9956 
Highway 268, Corydon, 
Ky., 270-577-6922

Kentucky Depart-
ment of  Fish and 
Wildlife Resources, 30 
Scenic Acres Drive, 
Murray, Ky., 270-226-
4192

During the auction 
period, potential bid-
ders may contact each 
WMA with questions 
or requests to view 
the auction items. 
At the conclusion of  
the auction, winning 
bidders will receive 
payment instructions 
from Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife. Payment 
shall be submitted to 
the department by 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
2026, at 4 p.m. (ET). 

If  payment is not 
received by that time, 
the sale will be forfeit-
ed and offered to the 
next highest bidder.

Once paid, winning 
bidders will receive 
a paid receipt to pick 
up their item(s) and 
will be responsible for 
contacting the location 
to schedule pick up. 
Items must be picked 
up on Thursday or Fri-
day, Sept. 24-25, 2026, 
between 9 a.m. (ET) 
and 4 (p.m.) ET.

Titles and registra-
tions will be available 
at completion of  sale. 
Items are sold as-is 
and will not be avail-
able for hands-on 
inspection prior to the 
sale.

Accepted forms of  
payment will be credit 
card or debit card. 
Final pricing will 
include a 10% buyer’s 
premium and 2.75% 
surcharge for credit or 
debit card use.

By law, proceeds 
from Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife auctions 
are directed into the 
department’s fish 
and game fund and 
subject to auditing by 
the state Auditor of  
Public Accounts. The 
fund is used for the 
department’s normal 
operating expenses 
including fish and 
wildlife conservation 
and related recreation 
programs across the 
Commonwealth.

The next bi-annu-

al auction held at 

Kentucky Fish and 

Wildlife’s headquar-

ters campus in Frank-

fort is scheduled for 

Monday, Oct. 5, with 

registration opening at 

7:30 a.m. (ET) and the 

auction starting at 9:30 

a.m. (ET). Information 

is available on the 

department’s Surplus 

and Confiscated Items 

Auction webpage.

For more informa-

tion, visit the depart-

ment’s website at 

fw.ky.gov or call 1-800-

858-1549, 8 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. (ET) weekdays, 

excluding holidays.

NEWS

Press Release

of Mayfield Princess Theaters
1102 Paris Rd • Mayfield • 270.251.3583 www.princessofmayfield.com 

September 3rd thru 10th

BUY ADVANCE TICKETS AT www.princessofmayfield.com
ONE FREE REFILL ON ALL SIZES

FOUNTAIN DRINKS AND POPCORN

September 5th & 6th

The Dog Stars
(R)

Friday and Monday-Thursday 7:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 2:30 pm & 7:00 pm

Cars 20th Anniversary
(G)

Saturday & Sunday 2:30 pm

SPECIAL SPECIAL 
SHOWINGSHOWING

Meet Sandy, this week’s Pet of  the Week.  
Sandy is a 3 year old Coonhound Mix.  She is 
a really energetic dog that loves to run and 
play but also snuggle with her humans.  Sandy 

is spayed, microchipped and up to date on 
her vaccinations.  Sandy is also heartworm 
positive but it is treatable.  Sandy would also 
need to go to a home that doesn’t have any 

poultry.  For more information please contact: 
McCracken County Humane Society

4000 Coleman Road, Paducah, KY 42001
(270)443-5923

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife to hold online auction Sept. 1-11

BENTON | CALVERT CITY
DRAFFENVILLE | MAYFIELD
METROPOLIS | MURRAY | PADUCAH



WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389	 Friday, September 4, 2026  B3

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
— Hunters can now 
apply to participate in 
Kentucky’s fall quota 
hunts. From Sept. 1-30, 
2026, the Kentucky De-
partment of  Fish and 
Wildlife Resources is 
accepting applications 
from both resident and 
nonresident hunt-
ers for quota hunts 
for deer, waterfowl, 
pheasants and sand-
hill cranes.

Hunters can ap-
ply for these annual 
quota hunts through 
midnight (CT) on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
2026, via the MyProfile 
online portal at the 
department’s website 
(fw.ky.gov). Applica-
tions are not accepted 
over the phone, and 
the minimum fee is 
$3 per application. 
Applicants will receive 
a confirmation num-
ber, and results will 

be posted online by 5 
p.m. ET/4 p.m. CT on 
Friday, Oct. 9, 2026, 
through MyProfile. 
Randomized drawings 
are conducted to de-
termine recipients of  
the hunt opportunities 
that are each limited 
to a specific quota 
number.

Kentucky Fish and 

Wildlife offers 38 deer 
quota hunts at various 
wildlife management 
areas (WMAs) and 
state parks; water-
fowl quota hunts 
at five public land 
locations; pheasant 
hunts at three WMAs; 
and statewide per-
mits to hunt sandhill 
cranes. Some hunts 

are mentored hunts 
for youth and accom-
panying adults, and 
several hunts are open 
to mobility-impaired 
hunters only.

Quota hunts control 
the number of  hunters 
in an area to provide 
quality hunting oppor-
tunities and regulate 
harvests at specific 

areas. Residents and 
nonresidents are eli-
gible, but a maximum 
of  10 percent nonresi-
dents can be drawn in 
each deer quota hunt 
pool. Only the person 
successfully drawn 
for a quota hunt may 
hunt. Prior to hunts, 
drawn hunters must 
purchase applicable 

licenses and permits 
to legally hunt during 
quota hunts.

Visit the Quota 
Hunts webpage or 
the Waterfowl Quota 
Hunts webpage on the 
department’s website 
(fw.ky.gov) to see lists 
of  all quota hunts, 
dates and special regu-
lations. This informa-
tion is also available in 
the annual Kentucky 
Hunting and Trapping 
Guide (printed copies 
of  the guide are avail-
able at license vendors 
throughout the state) 
and the online-only 
Kentucky Hunting 
Guide for Migratory 
Birds and Waterfowl.

Questions about fall 
quota hunts may be di-
rected to the agency’s 
Information Center 
at 800-858-1549, 8 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. (ET) week-
days, excluding state 
holidays, or at info.
center@ky.gov.

NEWS

Fall quota hunt application period open through Sept. 30
Press Release

PADUCAH, Ky.  – 
Recently, Kentucky 
Transportation Cabi-
net Secretary Rebecca 
Goodman announced 
Mayfield native, Jason 
Looper, will serve as 
Chief  District Engi-
neer (CDE) for the 
Department of  High-
ways District 1, head-
quartered in Paducah, 
effective Sept. 1, 2026. 
He will continue to 
improve the quality of  
life for Kentuckians 

through good trans-
portation, succeeding 
current Chief  District 
Engineer Kyle Poat, 
who is retiring at the 
end of  August.

“On behalf  of  Team 
Kentucky, we’re proud 
to have a seasoned 
expert like Jason step 
into the role,” said 
Sec. Goodman. “We’re 
confident Jason will 
help advance trans-
portation in western 
Kentucky and build 

upon the great founda-
tion Kyle laid as chief  
engineer to maintain 
safe roads and bridges 
for travelers.”

A University of  
Kentucky Mechanical 
Engineering graduate, 
and 24-year KYTC 
employee, Looper 
most recently served 
as Branch Manager 
for Project Delivery 
& Preservation (PDP) 
Branch II for seven 
years overseeing six 

counties. In that role, 
he advised the Chief  
District Engineer 
and assisted with the 
district’s day-to-day 
operations.

District 1’s work-
force of  roughly 225 
employees oversees 
2,800 state-maintained 
miles and inspects 
1,800 bridges in its 
12-county region: Bal-
lard, Calloway, Carl-
isle, Crittenden, Ful-
ton, Graves, Hickman, 
Livingston, Lyon, 
Marshall, McCracken, 
and Trigg.

“I’m honored to 
serve our district in 
this role, and I look 
forward to strength-
ening communities 
and building upon the 
relationships we have 
established with local 
officials across our 12 
counties,” said Looper.

Looper replaces Kyle 
Poat who is retiring 
after eight years as 
Chief  District Engi-
neer. 

Poat, a Paducah na-
tive, began his career 
with the Cabinet in 
2002 after graduating 
from the University of  
Kentucky with a Bach-
elor of  Science in Civil 
Engineering. He start-
ed in District 1, rotat-
ing through mainte-

nance, construction, 
design, permits and 
traffic before becom-
ing Resident Engineer 
in Paducah in 2005. He 
later served as Section 
Engineer and Branch 
Manager for Project 
Delivery & Preserva-
tion, and in 2018, he 
was appointed Chief  
District Engineer. He 
was named Engineer 
of  the Year by the Ken-
tucky Association of  
Transportation Engi-
neers (KATE) in 2022.

Poat and the District 
1 team, in partnership 
with Kentucky Emer-
gency Management, 
spearheaded the Com-
monwealth’s first-ever 
sheltering mission 
to provide safe travel 
trailer housing to sur-
vivors of  the devas-
tating December 2021 
Western Kentucky tor-
nadoes.  Drawing from 
his experience to build 
travel trailer sites and 
install trailers, Poat 

was instrumental in 
guiding a similar mis-
sion to help families 
recover from the 2022 
flooding event in the 
far corners of  east-
ern Kentucky. At the 
peak of  the response 
to both disasters, the 
team managed more 
than 350 travel trail-
ers deployed across 
the Commonwealth, 
providing temporary 
housing to families.

 “District 1 is made 
up of  dedicated men 
and women who show 
up every day with a 
commitment to public 
service and a willing-
ness to step up when 
challenges arise,” Poat 
said. “I’ve been so 
blessed to be a part of  
such a great team, and 
I will always be an ad-
vocate for the import-
ant work being done 
to improve the lives of  
people across Western 
Kentucky.”

Jason Looper to Serve as Transportation Cabinet 
Chief Engineer for Highway District 1
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued 

BALLARD

Kelly Wilkins, age 72,  passed away on 
August 26, 2026, at his residence in Bandana, 
Kentucky. Funeral services with Masonic 
Rites were held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, August 
29, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of 
Paducah, with Rev. Curtis Creason and Rev. 
Wesley Peeler officiating. Burial followed at 
Harmony Cemetery.

CRITTENDEN

Ryan Wayne Barnett, age 44, passed away 
August 28, 2026. Funeral services were held at 
1:00 pm Thursday, September 3, 2026, at Mor-
gan’s Funeral Home. Burial followed in Piney 
Grove Cemetery in Caldwell County.

Robert Wayne Peek, 62, of Princeton, stuck 
the flag and finished his race in the early 
morning hours of August 26, 2026, with his 
loving family by his side. Funeral services 
were held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 30th, 
2026, with Bro. Jeff Boone officiating and Bro. 
Eric Faughn, Bro. Joe Farless, and Suzanne 
Boaz assisting. Burial followed in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery.

James Henry Guill, age 79, lovingly known 
as Jimmy, passed away on August 27, 2026, in 
Dawson Springs, Kentucky, surrounded by his 
family. Visitation was held Monday, August 31, 
2026, from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at Goodman 
Funeral Home. Visitation resumed Tuesday, 
September 1, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until the 
funeral service at 1:00 p.m. at the funeral home, 
with Bro. Mike Franklin and Bro. Ira Guill 
officiating. Burial followed at Meeks Cemetery 
in Princeton, Kentucky.

Anna Dean Hammond, age 86, of Princeton, 
passed away on August 27, 2026, in Princeton. 
Private graveside services to be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Cedar Bluff Baptist Church, PO Box 105, 
Princeton, KY 42445 or Gideon International, 
Lyon Caldwell Gideons, PO Box 254, Princeton, 
KY 42445.

CALLOWAY

Beauton Brandon, age 93, of Murray, KY, 
passed away peacefully on August 29th at her 
home. A graveside service was held at 11:00 
a.m., Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at the 
Murray City Cemetery with Bro. Kerry Lam-
bert officiating. Entombment followed.

Mary Alice King, age 73, of Murray, Ken-
tucky, passed away peacefully surrounded by 
her loving family on August 29, 2026. A funeral 
service will be held at 10:00 a.m., Friday, Sep-
tember 4, 2026, at the J.H. Churchill Funeral 
Home & Cremation Services with Bro. Kerry 
Lambert officiating. Burial will follow in the 
Murray City Cemetery. 

Joe Burgdolf, 70, passed away on the morn-
ing of August 29, 2026, peacefully in his home. 
He was born on January 20, 1956, in Dearborn, 
Michigan. A funeral service will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 5, 2026, at 
the J.H. Churchill Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services, with burial in the Murray City Cem-
etery. Bro. David Page will officiate. Visitation 
will be held from 5:00-8:00 p.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 4, 2026, at The J.H. Churchill Funeral 
Home & Cremation Services.

Richard Allen Wiese, 72, of Murray, KY, 
passed away Friday, August 28, 2026, at the 
Murray Calloway County Hospital. Honoring 
his wishes, no public visitation or services 
will be held. Blalock-Coleman Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services is honored to be entrusted 
with the care of Mr. Wiese. 

CHRISTIAN

Diane Bailey, age 72, of Hopkinsville, KY, 
passed away on Wednesday, August 26, 2026, 
at her home of natural causes. There are no 
events scheduled at this time. You can still 
show your support by sending flowers direct-
ly to the family, or plant a tree in memory of 
Diane Bailey. Maddux-Fuqua-Hinton Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrangements.

Miguel Montrell Finch “Throwback The 
Greatest”, age 42, of Hopkinsville, Kentucky, 
passed away Wednesday, August 26, 2026, 
at Jennie Stuart Health. Homegoing Cele-
bration of Life Services will be held at Mad-
dux-Fuqua-Hinton Funeral Home on Friday, 
September 4, 2026. Visitation time will be from 
3:00 PM until 6:00 PM on Friday, September 4, 
with a time of reflection at 6:00 PM. Concluding 
reflections, Miguel’s wishes were to be cre-
mated, and the family will honor those wishes. 
Maddux-Fuqua-Hinton Funeral Home has 
been entrusted by the family with the arrange-
ments.

Antonio Micheal Brody Copeland passed 
away on August 26, 2026, at the age of 43. 
Family and friends gathered for visitation on 
September 2, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m. at Gamble Funeral Home, 1311 S Liberty 
St., Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42240. The funeral 
service followed at 1:00 p.m. at Gamble Funer-
al Home. Burial took place at Cave Springs 
Cemetery, 2120 Greenville Road, Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky 42240.

Bobby Joe Norfleet, Jr., 61, of Hopkins-
ville, KY died at 8:19 p.m. Friday, August 28, 
2026 at Jennie Stuart Medical Center. Memo-
rial service will be held at 12:00 p.m. Monday, 
September 14, 2026 at Dogwood Funerals & 
Cremations of Hopkinsville with Bro. Jim 
Gifford officiating. Visitation is from 10:00 a.m. 
until the service hour. Dogwood Funerals & 
Cremations of Hopkinsville is in charge of the 
arrangements.

CRITTENDEN

Mary Helen Miles, 69, of Herod, IL, passed 
away August 28, 2026 at Hardin County Gen-
eral Hospital after a long battle of multiple 
health issues.  Funeral Service was held on 
Thursday, September 3 at 1 pm at the Hardin 
County Funeral Service - Cox Chapel - 6 Stone 
Church Rd., Rosiclare, IL. Burial was held at 
the Griffith Family Cemetery, 140 Spivey Road, 
Herod, IL 62947.

Roy “Jeff” Jeffry Jacobs, age 53, of Mari-
on, KY, passed away on August 24, 2026, at his 
home. No services are scheduled at this time. 
Gilbert Funeal Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.

GRAVES

Phillip Cochrum, age 69, of Mayfield passed 
away on Tuesday, September 1, 2026 at Diversi-
care in Martin, TN. Graveside services for Mr. 
Phillip Cochrum will be 3:00 p.m. on Friday, 
September 4, 2026 at Farmington Cemetery. 
Stan Colley will officiate. Interment will fol-
low. 

JoAnn Jackson, age 86, of the Pryorsburg 
community, passed away at 9:00 PM Saturday, 
August 29, 2026 at her residence. Private family 
celebration of life services will be held at a 
later date. The Brown Funeral Home in Wingo 
is in charge of the arrangements. 

LIVINGSTON

Barbara “Sue” Cardin Alsobrook, 90, of 
Paducah, KY, went to be with her Lord and 
Savior on Saturday, August 29, 2026 at Baptist 
Health Paducah. Graveside services were held 
at 12:15 on Tuesday, September 1, 2026 at the 
Smithland Cemetery with the Rev. Michael 
Wooley officiating. Burial followed.

Daniel Lee Cowen, 74, of Salem, passed 
away Tuesday, August 25, 2026 at Livingston 
Hospital and Healthcare Services. Funeral 
services were held on Thursday, September 
3, 2026 at 2 PM in the chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation Service with Bro. 
Howard Jones officiating.

LYON

Cordie Mae Gray, age 80 of Princeton Ky, 
passed away on Wednesday, August 26, 2026 at 
Rivers Bend Retirement Community in Kutta-
wa, Ky. Visitation was held at 12:00 pm Satur-
day August 29, 2026 at Dunn’s Funeral Home 
in Eddyville. Graveside services followed at 
3:00 pm Saturday at Lamasco Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Lamasco with Rev. Jonas Yoder 
officiating.

MARSHALL

Linda Gail Lesley, 76, of Calvert City, 
Kentucky, passed away on Monday, August 31, 
2026. There are no services scheduled at this 
time. Filbeck-Cann Funeral Home of Milner & 
Orr is handling all arrangements.

Billy Joe Belt age 79 of Calvert City, KY 
passed away August 27, 2026 at the Calvert City 
Convalescent Nursing Home. Funeral services 
were held at 1 PM Saturday August 29, 2026 at 
Myers Funeral Home with burial in Lola Cem-
etery. Myers Funeral Home is honored to serve 
the family of Billy Joe Belt.

Belinda K. Knecht, age 81 of Calvert City, 
KY passed away Sunday, August 30, 2026, Mar-
shall County Hospital in Benton, KY. Arrange-
ments are incomplete at this time at Collier 
Funeral Home in Benton, KY.

Mary Helen Newcomb-Linn, age 79, of 
Clarksville, Tennessee, passed away on Sat-
urday, August 29, 2026, at Murray-Calloway 
County Hospital. Mary would have turned 80 
years old this December; she had expressed to 
her family that instead of gifts, she wished only 
to receive birthday cards. In honor of her wish-
es, the family of Mary Newcomb-Linn kindly 
request birthday cards be delivered to Collier 
Funeral Home- P.O. Box 492 Benton, KY 42025- 
before noon on Wednesday, September 2, 2026. 
Funeral Services for Mary Newcomb-Linn will 
be private, for family only.
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued

JT Allcock, age 95, of Symsonia, passed 
away on the morning of Wednesday, August 26, 
2026, surrounded by his family at his home. A 
funeral service was held at 1:00 PM on Satur-
day, August 29, 2026, at Collier Funeral Home, 
Inc. with Bro. Jeff Collins and Bro. Scott Pen-
ick officiating. Masonic rites were at 1:00 PM 
with the service immediately to follow. Burial 
followed at Clarks River Cemetery in Symso-
nia.

McCRACKEN

Mary Helen Hook passed away on August 
31, 2026, at Ray and Kay Eckstein Hospice Care 
Center in Paducah, Kentucky, at the age of 78, 
surrounded by family. A Funeral Service will be 
held on Friday, September 4, 2026, at 1:00 PM at 
Milner and Orr Funeral Home of Paducah, with 
Bro. Jason Medley officiating. Burial will follow 
at Mount Zion Baptist Church Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be held from 11:00 AM until the service 
hour of 1:00 PM on Friday, September 4, 2026, at 
Milner and Orr Funeral Home of Paducah.

Nancy K. Basham, 90, of Paducah, Ken-
tucky, went home to be with her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on Sunday, August 30, 
2026, at the Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice Care 
Center in Paducah. There will be a private 
family service with Rev. Tim Davis officiating. 
There will be no public visitation. Milner & 
Orr Funeral Home of Paducah are in charge of 
arrangements.

Kent Bohanon, age 46, of Paducah, Ken-
tucky, passed away on August 29, 2026. Kent 
lived his life with an extraordinary love for his 
family, an unwavering loyalty to his friends, 
and a genuine desire to make life better for the 
people around him. To know Kent was to know 
someone who loved deeply, gave generously, 
laughed loudly, and showed up-again and 
again-for the people who mattered to him. He 
was the kind of person whose presence filled a 
room, whose friendship could always be count-

ed on, and whose absence will be felt more 
deeply than words can express. “Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they 
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die.’” - John 11:25-26. A memorial service 
was held at 6:00 pm on Thursday, September 3, 
2026 at Heartland Church with Dr. Scott Thom-
as officiating.

Bill Riley, age 78, of Paducah, passed away 
on Friday, August 28, 2026, at Mercy Health 
Lourdes Hospital. The family will be holding 
a memorial service at a later date. Milner & 
Orr Funeral Home and Cremation Services of 
Paducah is in charge of arrangements.

Leonard William “Len” Harper, 59, of 
Paducah, Kentucky, passed away on Friday, 
August 28, 2026, at his residence. Funeral 
Services will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, 
September 5, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral 
Home of Paducah, with Rev. Doug Stevens and 
Rev. Cornell Shackleford officiating. Visitation 
will be held from 11:00 am until the service 
hour of 1:00 pm on Saturday, September 5, 2026, 
at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of Paducah.

Kay Frances McGowan, 87, of Paducah, 
Kentucky, went home to be with her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, on Wednesday, August 26, 
2026, at Baptist Health Paducah. Visitationwas 
held on Tuesday, September 1, 2026, from 11:00 
a.m. until the service time of 1:00 p.m. at Mil-
ner & Orr Funeral Home of Paducah. Burial 
followed at Woodlawn Memorial Gardens.

Melissa Styers O’Bryant, age 66, of Benton, 
Kentucky, passed away on August 25, 2026, at 
Baptist Health Paducah. Funeral services were 
held at 11:00 am on Monday, August 31, 2026 
at the Lone Oak Chapel of Milner & Orr Fu-
neral Homes with Rev. Richard Dobbs offici-
ating.  Burial followed at Woodlawn Memorial 
Gardens.

Dennis Edward Kerr, 76, of Paducah passed 
away on Sunday, August 30, 2026, at Baptist 
Health Paducah. Memorial visitation will be 

from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Friday, September 4, 
2026, at Lindsey Funeral Home.

In Loving Memory of our Dad, William Ray 
Humphrey. On August 29th at 91 years old, 
our dad left this world. Memorial graveside 
services will be 10 a.m. Saturday September 12, 
2026 at Spring Byoou Baptist Church Cem-
etery. Lindsey Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the Humphrey Family.

Nelda G. Timmons Polley, age 67, passed 
away on August 27, 2026, at Ray and Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care Center. There are no 
services scheduled at this time. Keeling & 
Goodman Funeral Home is honored to serve 
the Timmons-Polley family.

TRIGG

Urla Arlet Lehmann - August 31, 2026 - 
Funeral arrangements are incomplete for 80 
year old Urla Arlet Lehmann of Cadiz.  She 
passed away Monday, August 31, 2026 at her 
home.  Please check back later for complete 
service details.

William A. McCoy - December 16, 1944 - 
August 31, 2026 - Funeral arrangements are 
incomplete for 81 year old William A. McCoy of 
Hopkinsville.  He passed away Monday, Au-
gust 31, 2026 at Christian Health Center in Hop-
kinsville. Please check back later for complete 
service details.

Kathleen Cmela - February 20, 1945 - August 
29, 2026 - There will be no services for 81 year 
old Kathleen Cmela of Cadiz. King’s Funeral 
Home is in charge of the arrangements. 

Donna Paulette Snyder passed away peace-
fully at her beautiful home on Lake Barkley on 
Thursday, August 27, 2026. Funeral services 
were at 1:00 PM, Monday, August 31, 2026, at 
Goodwin Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in Ca-
diz, with Bro. Kenny Rogers officiating. Burial 
followed in Pugh Flat Cemetery. 

OBITUARIES/SPORTS

LEXINGTON, Ky. 
(KT) — Kentucky has 
braved the elements of  
preseason camp, and 
first-year coach Will 
Stein is anxious to see 
the finished product 
in the season opener 
against Youngstown 
State on Saturday.

“I thought our guys 
competed very well,” 
Stein said during his 
weekly press confer-
ence Tuesday. “They 
braved the heat. They 
braved practice, but 
that’s what you sign 
up for when you play 
football. That’s what it 
is. Our guys were re-
ally good over the last 
three to four weeks.”

During camp, Stein 
said the Wildcats “cre-
ated toughness in our 
unit” and discovered 
themselves.

“I thought we found 

out who we are in all 
three phases of  the 
game,” he said. “We’ve 
got to continue to find 
out who is accountable 
and who is capable. 
That’s a difference. 
Who knows their job? 
Who can line up cor-
rectly and then who 
can actually perform 
at a high level? We’ve 
done it in practice. 
We’ve done it in 
scrimmage situations. 
Now it’s time in a real 
game.”

In order to enjoy 
a successful debut, 
Stein said the Wild-
cats “have to own the 
football in all three 
phases.”

“(We have to) protect 
the football on offense 
and on special teams 
recover the ball when 
they punt it back to 
us or kick it to us. We 
have to end with the 
ball in our hands and 
then we have to create 

takeaways.”
In addition, Stein 

wants to see “relent-
less effort” in all three 
phases of  the game.

“That’s what I want 
to see our guys playing 
whistle to whistle, all 
four quarters, how-
ever long it takes and 
again, playing to our 
standard,” he said.

WEATHER FACTOR

Temperatures are 
expected to be in the 
90s, with the heat 
index higher at kick-
off  and Stein said the 
Wildcats are prepared 
for the soaring heat.

“We’re expecting it 
to be hot, but that’s 
why we also get 
heat acclimatization 
throughout fall camp 
and practice in the 
afternoons three days 
a week,” Stein said. “I 
feel like our guys are 
in shape.”

Stein added that 
“getting into playing 
shape” in full gear also 
helped prepare Ken-
tucky for the season 
opener.

“You can run all you 
want in the summer 
(buy) until you put the 
pads on, actually, go 
and practice,” he said. 
“It takes seven to 10 
days to really get into 
football shape. Where 
we are now is com-
pletely different from 
where we were then 
(to open camp), and 
these guys are ready 
to go compete.”

DRY RUN

To help ease the 
gameday unknowns as 
coaches and players, 
Stein said a recent dry 
run “was great” and 
served a meaningful 
purpose.

“We did a fake 
Catwalk,” Stein said. 

“We actually had fans 
out there, which was 
awesome. We had 
our cheerleaders, our 
dance team, our band 
... we did everything. 
We went to the hotel. 
We saw our meet-
ing rooms. We did a 
walkthrough at the 
hotel. We bussed over 
(to Kroger Field). We 
put the game clock on 
exactly how it was go-
ing to be and guys are 
waiting in the locker 
room just like they 
would pregame. It was 
critical because now 
on Saturday it’s not 
going to be the first 
time.”

Stein added the 
Wildcats have prac-
ticed the routine three 
times since he was 
hired as coach last 
December.

“(Gameday) should 
be smooth, and it will 
take all the focus off  
that and (put it) just 

on the playing,” he 
said.

HONORING SMITH

The Wildcats will 
honor former player 
Nic “Happy” Smith, 
who passed away over 
the summer by wear-
ing a sticker on their 
helmets.

“We’re playing for 
him,” Stein said. “He’s 
on my mind a lot, and 
we’ve left his seat open 
in our team room, and 
it’s just a reminder 
that life is precious 
and nothing’s guaran-
teed.”

Stein said Smith’s 
death was a “tragic 
thing.”

“I think everybody 
realizes that mental 
health is real, and 
people need you and 
us to say, ‘Hey, we love 
you and we’re here for 
you.’ We will always 
remember Nick.”

By KEITH TAYLOR
kentucky Today

Stein, Cats eager to find out 
who is ‘accountable, capable’
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Graves County placed second in the Lady Eagle Classic at Drake Creek 
Golf Club on Saturday, Aug. 29.  	 (Graves County High School)

Class 1A
1. Raceland
2. Pikeville
3. Sayre
4. Middlesboro
5. Bethlehem
6. Hazard
7. Louisville Holy Cross
8. Kentucky Country Day
9. Paintsville
10. Covington Holy Cross

Class 2A
1. Lexington Christian Academy
2. Owensboro Catholic
3. Beechwood
4. Mayfield
5. Belfry
6. Somerset
7. Danville
8. Caldwell County
9. Monroe County
10. W.E.B DuBois

Class 3A
1. Christian Academy-Louisville
2. Lexington Catholic
3. Murray
4. Lloyd Memorial
5. Lawrence County
6. Glasgow
7. Rockcastle County
8. Bardstown
9. Central
10. Russell

Class 4A
1. Boyle County
2. Corbin
3. Highlands
4. Covington Catholic
5. Paducah Tilghman
6. Ashland
7. Johnson Central
8. Logan County
9. Franklin County
10. Spencer County

Class 5A
1. Owensboro
2. Scott County
3. Woodford County
4. Pulaski County
5. Atherton
6. Bowling Green
7. Apollo
8. Madisonville-North Hopkins
9. North Laurel
10. Collins

Class 6A
1. Trinity
2. Manual
3. Frederick Douglass
4. Saint Xavier
5. Madison Central
6. South Warren
7. Male
8. Simon Kenton
9. George Rogers Clark
10. Ballard

TOP 10 RANKINGS BY CLASS

SPORTS

The 2025-26 McCracken County High School coed cheer team was 
recognized and honored for claiming the program’s seventh KHSAA State 
Championship.	 (McCracken County High School)

McCracken County competed in the Lady Eagles Classic at Drake Creek 
Golf Club on Saturday, Aug. 29. Harper Hunt led the Lady Mustangs. Hunt 
shut a 79 and tied for sixth individually. As a team, McCracken County 
placed fourth. 	 (McCracken County High School)

Graves County placed first in the boys’ team standings at the Madisonville 
Classic on Saturday, Aug. 29.   	 (Graves County High School)

Graves County placed second in the girls’ team standings at the 
Madisonville Classic on Saturday, Aug. 29.    	 (Graves County High School)

MAYFIELD — 
Mayfield defeated 
Christian County 49-32 
in an early-season high 
school football game at 
War Memorial Stadium 
on Friday, Aug. 28.

With the win, 
Mayfield moved to 2-0. 

Following the loss, 
Christian County fell 
to 0-2. 

Quaretrback Gray 
Robbins led Mayfield 
to the win. Robbins 

completed 18 passes 
for 314 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

Anderson Smith, 
Ashton Flint, Karsen 
Neely and Josiah 
England each hauled 
in one touchdown 
pass reception for the 
Cardinals.

England paced 
Mayfield on the ground, 
rushing 15 times for 
104 yards and two 
touchdowns. 

Kicker Jason 
Melendez delivered 

via special teams for 
Mayfield, connecting on 
each of  his seven PAT 
attempts. 

Defensively for 
Mayfield, Smith 
recorded 11 tackles. 

Providing a lift 
for Mayfield in the 
secondary, Drew 
Milliken returned 
an interception for a 
touchdown

Mayfield is scheduled 
to visit Paducah 
Tilghman for its next 
game on Friday, Sept. 4. 

Mayfield turns back 
Christian County 

Staff Report

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
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MURRAY — Mur-
ray State Athletics 
has officially broken 
ground on Phase 3 of  
the continued trans-
formation of  Johnny 
Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park, bringing 
a new collection of  
premium seating and 
fan-focused amenities 
to the home of  Racer 
Baseball.

The next phase of  de-
velopment will feature 
two new buildings, 
new premium suites, 
a new club space, new 
concessions stand 
activation and on-site 
restroom facilities, fur-
ther modernizing the 
venue while creating 
an elevated experience 
for student-athletes, 
coaches, fans, inves-
tors, corporate part-
ners and visitors.

“We are excited 
about the continued 
evolution of  Johnny 
Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park and what 
these enhancements 
will mean for the 
entire Murray State 
community,” President 
Dr. Ron Patterson said. 
“This project creates 
new opportunities for 
our students and their 
families, alumni, and 
fans to gather and ex-
perience the pride and 
energy that make our 
University so special. 
We are deeply appre-
ciative of  the Taylor 
Family and their con-
tinued investment in 
Murray State.”

“Our family has been 
incredibly proud to 
watch the continued 
growth of  Murray 
State Athletics, and 
these new enhance-
ments represent anoth-
er exciting step in that 
journey for our com-
munity,” David Taylor 
said. “We are grateful 
for the opportunity to 
continue supporting 
the Racers and remain 
fully committed to the 
vision being advanced 
by President Dr. Ron 
Patterson, Vice Pres-
ident and Director of  
Athletics Nico Yantko 
and the entire Murray 

State community.”
A centerpiece of  the 

project will be the addi-
tion of  premium suites, 
introducing a new 
hospitality experience 
for Racer Baseball sup-
porters and creating 
additional opportuni-
ties for donor engage-
ment and corporate 
entertainment.

“We have been inten-
tional about developing 
Johnny Reagan Field 
at Taylor Family Park 
into a premier desti-
nation that reflects the 
tremendous momen-
tum and championship 
aspirations surround-
ing Murray State Base-
ball,” Vice President & 
Director of  Athletics 
Nico Yantko said. 
“These significant en-
hancements introduce 
crucial revenue-gen-
erating opportunities 
that will provide 
sustainable resources 
to reinvest directly into 
our student-athletes 
and the future of  Racer 
Athletics. We are in-
credibly grateful to the 
Taylor Family for their 
continued generosity, 
leadership and belief  
in our vision, as their 
transformational sup-
port has been instru-
mental in helping us 
build a first-class home 
for Racer Baseball.”

New concessions 
and restroom facilities 
will complement the 
premium additions and 
address key game-day 
amenities as Murray 
State continues to ac-
commodate increased 
interest and atten-
dance surrounding the 
baseball program after 
breaking numerous 
attendance records last 
year.

The project will also 
transform the arrival 
experience at Johnny 
Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park with new 
entrances featuring 
signature archways 
and enhanced Racer 
branding throughout 
the facility. Additional 
branded activations 
will celebrate the iden-
tity and tradition of  
Murray State Baseball 
while creating a dis-

tinctive sense of  place 
from the moment fans 
enter the ballpark.

“Our student-ath-
letes see the commit-
ment being made to 
this program every 
day, and these en-
hancements will create 
another tremendous 
recruiting tool while 
giving our fans an even 
better environment to 
support the Racers,” 
head baseball coach 
Dan Skirka said. “We 
are incredibly excited 
to see this next phase 
come to life and deeply 
appreciative for the 
Taylor Family, our Uni-
versity and Athletics 
administration, and ev-
eryone who continues 
to invest in the future 
of  Racer Baseball.”

The enhanced 
entrances will serve 
as another defining 
feature. Architectural 
archways, signage and 
additional branded 
elements will establish 
a stronger visual iden-
tity for Taylor Family 
Park and create mem-
orable arrival points 
for fans, recruits and 
visitors.

Earlier this year, the 
department completed 
Phase 1 of  the Johnny 
Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park renova-
tion that included the 
installation of  new 
turf, a new scoreboard, 
The Murray Bank vid-
eoboard in right field 
and more.

Murray State Ath-
letics also announced 
plans on Phase 2 of  
the facility overhaul 
to begin construction 
of  the Jim & Sue Cash 
Baseball Clubhouse, a 
more than 3,000-square 
foot baseball facility 
that features a new 
locker room, player 
lounge, team meeting 
room, and training 
room right behind the 
right field wall at John-
ny Reagan Field.

Additional details 
regarding the project, 
including construction 
timelines, premium 
seating opportunities 
and completion dates, 
will be announced at a 
later date.

Murray State Athletics breaks 
ground on phase three of 

Johnny Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park

Staff Report

SPORTS

LEXINGTON — 
Led by the continual 
growth of  girls’ 
flag football and 
girls’ wrestling, 
participation in 
high school sports 
increased for the 
fifth consecutive 
year in 2025-26 and 
set another all-time 
record.

The annual NFHS 
High School Athletics 
Participation Survey 
indicated that 
8,415,684 participants 
were involved in high 
school sports in 2025-
26 – up 149,440 from 
the previous year. 
The total includes 
4,761,095 boys and 
3,654,589 girls – both 
record highs – 
according to figures 
obtained from the 51 
NFHS member state 
associations, which 
includes the District 
of  Columbia.

The continual spike 
in the number of  
girls participating 
in flag football and 
wrestling since the 
pandemic has been 
nothing short of  
phenomenal. In the 
first post-pandemic 
survey in 2021-22, 
there were 15,716 girls 
participating in flag 
football nationally. 
That number has now 
ballooned to 102,360 – 
an increase of  87,000 
participants in just 
four years. 

Amazingly, 
participation in 
girls flag football 
increased 48.7 percent 
last year – 68,847 to 
102,360 – and the sport 
cracked the Top 10 
list for most popular 
girls’ sports. The 
number of  schools 
reporting girls flag 
football participation 
increased from 2,736 
to 3,990 in the past 
year, and a total of  37 
states will be either 
sanctioning the 
sport or conducting 
independent/pilot 
programs by next 
year.

The popularity of  
wrestling for girls is 
not far behind flag 
football. Participation 
in girls wrestling 
increased 19.9 percent 
from the previous 
year – from 74,064 
to 88,771 – and the 
number of  schools 
sponsoring the sport 
for girls now rests at 
8,853.

Since the return 
to activities from 
the pandemic, the 
number of  schools 
offering the sport has 
jumped from 4,802 to 
8,853, and the number 
of  participants has 
increased from 
31,654 to 88,771. In 
addition, all states 
are now reporting 
some participation in 
girls wrestling, and 40 
state associations are 
now conducting state 
championships.

There was also 
good news on the 
girls’ basketball 
front. Participation 
in girls’ basketball 
was up 6,142 from the 
previous year to halt a 
downward trend that 
has seen numbers 
decline 100,000 during 
the past 20 years. A 
total of  362,382 were 
reported in girls’ 
basketball in 2025-26, 
up from 356,240 the 
previous year.

Overall, girls’ 
participation in 
high school sports 
increased by 114,993 
– a 3.2 percent jump. 
Girls’ volleyball 
continued its annual 
climb with another 
9,257 participants 
and topped 500,000 
for the first time. At 
502,056 participants, 
volleyball is No. 2 in 
popularity for girls, 
trailing track and 
field now by only 
7,014 participants. 
In addition, girls’ 
golf  participation 
increased 6.3 percent 
to 90,176.   

“We are pleased to 
see the number of  
students involved in 
high school sports 
continuing to rise 
every year,” said 
Davis Whitfield, 
NFHS executive 
director. “Education-
based sports within 
our nation’s schools 
is a privilege not 
available in most 
other countries, 
and we are thankful 
these opportunities 
continue to expand.

“We salute the 
coaches, athletic 
directors and school 
administrators 
for making these 
experiences happen, 
especially with some 
of  the recent growth 
in several emerging 
sports. It is great 
to see new sport 
opportunities created 
to involve as many 
students as possible in 

high school sports.” 
Five of  the top 

10 boys’ sports 
registered increases 
in 2025-26, including 
11-player football, 
outdoor track and 
field, soccer, golf  and 
tennis. Eleven-player 
football registered a 
1.4 percent increase 
with another 14,128 
participants and now 
stands at 1,043,716 
– by far the most 
popular sport for boys 
or girls. The sport is 
continuing to rebound 
from the pandemic 
and posted its highest 
mark since the 2016-17 
season.

In addition to 
11-player football, a 
total of  33,191 boys 
were involved with 
6-, 8- and 9-player 
football, and 4,334 
girls were involved in 
all four versions of  
the sport, bringing the 
overall participation 
in high school football 
to 1,081,241 – up 11,597 
from the previous 
year.

Golf  had the largest 
percentage increase 
among boys’ sports 
with an 8.3 percent 
rise to 175,757 
participants, while 
outdoor track and 
field was up about 
4,000 participants, 
and tennis and soccer 
each gained about 
3,000 participants.

Texas (911,405) and 
California (859,022) 
remained atop the list 
of  state participation 
– by a wide margin. 
Ohio (347,994) ranked 
third, followed by 
Illinois (326,756), 
Pennsylvania 
(315,647), New York 
(312,563), Florida 
(311,233), Michigan 
(295,634), New 
Jersey (273,711) and 
Minnesota (241,536).

The NFHS High 
School Athletics 
Participation Survey 
was started in 1971 
and provides the 
most comprehensive 
national view of  
participation in high 
school sports. The 
first survey in 1971 
indicated 3.6 million 
boys and 294,015 
girls involved in high 
school sports. Thanks 
to the passage of  Title 
IX in 1972, the number 
of  girls in high school 
sports jumped to two 
million by the end 
of  the decade and 
now has exceeded 3.6 
million.

High school sports participation 
increases for fifth consecutive year

Staff Report
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LEXINGTON — Butch 
Cope, Senior Associate 
Commissioner for the 
Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association, 
has announced his 
retirement from the 
organization effective 
July 1, 2027.

In his 32nd year 
with the KHSAA, Cope 
currently manages girls’ 
and boys’ volleyball, 
regular-season 
basketball, archery, and 
baseball. In addition, he 
oversees the officials’ 
division and student 
services, including 
the HYPE student 
conferences, and serves 
as the liaison with the 
Association’s marketing 
agent, TPG.

Cope previously 
managed competitive 
cheer, dance, boys’ and 
girls’ golf, boys’ and 
girls’ swimming and 
diving, and boys’ and 
girls’ tennis with the 
KHSAA.

“I’m thankful to 
former commissioners 
Louis Stout and Brigid 
DeVries and current 
commissioner Julian 
Tackett for the honor 
and privilege of  working 
at the KHSAA,” Cope 
said. “A lot has changed 
over the years, and the 
opportunity for growth 
along the way has helped 
create memories that 
will last forever. To the 
many board members, 
staff  members, event 
workers, host venues, 
officials, coaches, 
and administrators, 
thank you for the most 
rewarding career 
opportunity of  which I 
hope I served well.”

At the national 
level, Cope has served 
on numerous NFHS 
committees, including 
the Citizenship & 
Equity, Student Services 
(Chair), Spirit Rules, 

and Volleyball Rules. 
He currently serves 
on the NFHS Officials 
Advisory Committee and 
the National Student 
Leadership Summit 
Planning Committee. 
Cope has presented 
at the NFHS Summer 
Meeting and the NIAAA 
Conference on several 
occasions and served 
as emcee of  the 2014 
National High School 
Hall of  Fame Banquet. 
In 2016, he received a 
Citation of  Excellence 
from the NFHS for 
contributions to high 
school sports and 
activities.

Cope’s career at 
the KHSAA began as 
Sports Information 
Director (1995-02), then 
as Promotions & Media 
Relations Director 
(2002-08), Assistant 
Commissioner (2008-13), 
Associate Commissioner 
(2013-25), and Senior 
Associate Commissioner 
and Chief  of  Staff  
(2025-present).

Prior to the 
KHSAA, Cope spent 
two years with Host 
Communications in the 
printing and publishing 
division following an 
internship with the 
University of  Kentucky 
Athletics Association. 
Cope received a Bachelor 
of  Administration in 
business (marketing) 
and a Master of  Science 
(sport management) 
from the University of  
Kentucky.

At the time of  his 
retirement, he will 
be the second-longest 
tenured employee 
in the history of  the 
KHSAA, as well as the 
second-longest tenured 
Associate Director 
among the 51 state high 
school associations.

Julian Tackett, 
Commissioner of  the 
Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association, 

has announced his 
retirement from the 
organization effective 
later this schoolyear. 
Tackett is just the 
seventh Commissioner 
in KHSAA history.

Tackett’s career with 
the Association spans 
more than four decades, 
and he currently 
manages football and 
postseason basketball. 
He is also responsible for 
constitution and bylaw 
interpretations, Board 
of  Control meetings and 
agenda, Association 
finances, state event 
sites and contracts, 
working directly with 
the General Assembly 
and the Board’s 
advisory lobby groups, 
Association calendar, 
Sports Medicine, Hall 
of  Fame, KHSAA 
Foundation, Annual 
Meeting, Regional 
Meetings, Athletic 
Director liaison and 
workshop, and strategic 
visioning to technology 
design and development.

During his time with 
the KHSAA, Tackett 
also managed wrestling, 
baseball, track & field, 
and business affairs.

“Mark Twain is 
attributed with the 
quote that says – The 
two most important 
days in your life are 
the day you are born, 
and the day you find 
out why,” commented 
Commissioner Tackett. 
For me, the day Tom 
Mills called my house 
to offer me the Sports 
Information job and I 
got into the work, was 
when I found that to 
be true, and it still is. 
And it has been that 
way throughout my 
journey. My career has 
been blessed with trials, 
tribulations, challenges, 
and accomplishments, 
all the while staying 
focused on helping keep 
kids involved in this 

great field of  school-
based athletics. I will 
leave with nothing but 
gratitude for the dozens 
of  co-workers, hundreds 
of  event workers, 
thousands of  officials, 
school administrators 
and coaches, and 
literally millions of  
participants who have 
allowed me to have 
a small part in their 
high school experience. 
There will be time for 
more reflection and 
expression, especially 
about my co-worker 
and friend, Mr. Cope, 
but I plan to continue 
working as hard as I 
can for this association 
and its efforts until 
the next stop along 
my way comes into 
focus. My wife Donna 
is the best supporter 
and friend any high-
profile administrator 
could find, and we look 
forward excitedly to new 
chapters.”

Under Tackett’s 
guidance, the 
Association has 
enjoyed the greatest 
expansion and growth 
of  opportunities for the 
student athletes across 
the Commonwealth 
in the 109 history of  
the KHSAA with the 
addition of  sports 
and sport activities 
including Bowling (2012), 
Competitive Cheer 
(2012), Archery (2013), 
Bass Fishing (2013), Field 
Hockey (2014), Unified 
Sports Opportunities 
in Track (2015), Dance 
(2017), Esports (2018), 
Indoor Track & Field 
(2024), Boys’ & Girls’ 
Lacrosse (2025), Boys’ 
Volleyball (2025), and the 
adoption of  Pickle Ball 
and Girls’ Flag Football 
beginning with the 2027-
28 school year. 

Tackett also oversaw 
the Association’s 
development of  the 
first-ever statewide 

radio network for the 
Boys’ & Girls’ Sweet 16® 
and the development 
of  its first-ever public 
website.  In addition, 
he guided the KHSAA’s 
governance efforts 
regarding middle school 
athletics beginning 
in 2013 and helped 
increase the number of  
licensed sports officials 
by creating the Junior 
Officials program 
(14–17-year-olds) in 2023-
24.

Tackett’s list of  
accomplishments at the 
national level is just 
as impressive, having 
served on numerous 
National Federation 
of  State High School 
Associations (NFHS) 
committees such as 
the Strategic Planning 
(Chair) and involvement 
with three different 
iterations, Football 
Rules (Chair), Baseball 
Rules, Basketball Rules, 
Records, Hall of  Fame 
(Chair), Technology 
(Chair), Sports 
Medicine, and NFHS 
Network (Chair). He 
has been active, giving 
many presentations 
at the NFHS Summer 
Meeting, NIAAA 
Conferences, and dozens 
of  other conferences, 
commencement 
ceremonies, and local 
group meetings.  

He has also served 
on the Council 
on Standards for 
International Education 
Travel (CSIET) Board, 
serving five years as 
chair of  that group, and 
served on the National 
Association of  Sports 
Officials Board of  
Directors from 2013-17.

The KHSAA’s Board 
of  Control expressed 
its appreciation for 
Tackett’s service and 
leadership. “On behalf  
of  the Board of  Control, 
I want to express our 
sincere appreciation 

to Commissioner 
Julian Tackett for more 
than four decades of  
dedicated service to the 
KHSAA, including 16 
years as Commissioner,” 
said Damon Kelley, 
president of  the KHSAA 
Board of  Control. 

A career at the 
KHSAA that started 
as Sports Information 
Director (1984-91) 
evolved to Business 
Affairs Director 
(1991-95), Assistant 
Commissioner (1995-
08), Executive Assistant 
Commissioner (2008-10), 
and to Commissioner 
(2010-present).

Tackett received a 
Bachelor of  Arts in 
Computer Science with 
a minor in Economics 
from Transylvania 
University and was a 
four-year letter winner 
in the men’s basketball 
program. He has a 
Master of  Business 
Administration (Finance 
and Management)  
from the University of  
Kentucky.

Tackett, who holds a 
CAA designation from 
NIAAA, is a member 
of  the Kentucky Track 
and Cross-Country 
Association’s Hall of  
Fame and the Bryan 
Station High School 
Hall of  Distinction and 
has a litany of  other 
recognitions from key 
stakeholder groups 
throughout the state, 
including the coaching 
associations around 
football, wrestling, 
and the Kentucky 
High School Coaches 
Association. At the time 
of  his retirement, he will 
be the longest-tenured 
full-time employee in the 
history of  the KHSAA 
and one of  the three 
longest-tenured state 
association executive 
directors.

Tackett, Cope announce retirement from KHSAA
Staff Report

SPORTS

AUCTION TERMS: A 10% buyer’s premium will be added to the winning bid to determine the contract price.

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

LORENZ & DORIS DRESSEL LIVING ESTATE

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

• Home is under new construction, +/- 70 % completed!
• Adjacent lots are attractive home sites!
• Never lived in * Sheetrock in place on main level
• New owners to add trim, finishing touches & fixtures

KENTUCKY LAKES AREA HOME WITH 2 ADJACENT LOTS!
HOME & ADJOINING LOTS SOLD TOGETHER * PACKAGE DEAL!

HELD ONLINE & LIVE IN-PERSON BIDDING!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2026 @ 10 A.M.
197 DELAWARE RD, GILBERTSVILLE, KY 42044

PREVIEWS: 8:30 AM - 10:00 AM 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 & DAY OF SALE (SEPT 5)

ATTENTION HOMEBUYERS! CONTRACTORS! INVESTORS!
DON’T MISS THIS EXCITING OPPORTUNITY!

PARKING AVAILABLE ON FARM

AUCTION TERMS: CASH, CREDIT CARD ($2,500.00 MAX), OR CHECK DAY 
OF SALE WITH PROPER ID.  10% BUYER PREMIUM ADDED TO FINAL BID. 

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

COLSONSELLS.COM

JOHN DEERE

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

SELLING: TRACTORS, IMPLEMENTS, TOOLS, 
COLLECTIBLES, 97 FORD SUPER DUTY, FURNITURE,
EXMARK LAZER 72” MOWER W/BAGGING SYSTEM, 

GLASSWARE, & MUCH MORE!!

AUCTION HELD ON SITE LIVE IN PERSON ONLY 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 @ 10 A.M.
9819 WOODVILLE ROAD, KEVIL, KY. 42053

JOHN DEERE

JOHN DEERE

FORD

CASEEXMARK

AUCTION TERMS:  A 10% buyer’s premium will be added to the winning bid to determine the contract price.  
PERSONAL PROPERTY TERMS:  A 10% buyer’s premium will be added to the final bid price for all in-person 
winning bids. A 13% buyer’s premium will be added to the final bid price for all online winning bids.

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive

Paducah, KY 42003

ABSOLUTE AUCTION!

SIMULCAST & LIVE IN PERSON!

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

LOVELY 1-OWNER PADUCAH AREA HOME! WELL MAINTAINED! 
MOVE IN READY! OUTSTANDING LOCATION!

C.D. BELL LIVING ESTATE | JOANNE ESTATES

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 @ 10 A.M.
3650 NORTH BRIAN DRIVE, PADUCAH, KY 42001

ATTENTION HOMEBUYERS AND INVESTORS!
ABSOLUTE LIVING ESTATE AUCTION!

ALSO SELLING: FURNITURE, APPLIANCES, GLASSWARE, 
ELECTRONICS, COLLECTIBLES, TOOLS, KITCHENWARE, & MORE!

Online bidding opens at 10:00AM Saturday, September 12, 2026
Online and live on-site bidding begins closing Sat., Sept. 26th, 2026 @ 10am

Preview: Saturday, Sept 19th from 12 PM - 1:30 PM
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
(KT) – EP “Tom” 
Sawyer State Park in 
Louisville will host 
the 2026 USA BMX 
Derby City Nationals 
on Sept. 4-6, bringing 
the nation’s top BMX 
professional racers, 
amateur competitors 
and families from 
across the country to 
the state.

“Team Kentucky 
is excited to welcome 
athletes, their families 
and fans to our 
commonwealth this 
Labor Day weekend,” 
Gov. Andy Beshear 
stated. “We appreciate 
the longstanding 
partnership with USA 
BMX and are proud 
they continue to choose 
Louisville as a host 
city. We encourage 
everyone visiting the 
Derby City Nationals to 
enjoy the competition 
and explore our local 
businesses and unique 
attractions to see what 

makes Kentucky so 
special.”

The Derby City 
Nationals have been 
a signature Labor 
Day weekend event 
in Louisville for more 
than 40 years. Racing 
for the free three-day 
event begins at 2:30 p.m. 
on Friday, 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday and 8 a.m. on 
Sunday. Parking is $10 
per day.

“This year has been 
one of  the most exciting 
at Derby City BMX,” 
said Joel Pena, track 
operator of  Derby City 
BMX. “We’ve spent the 
summer introducing 
many new riders and 
families to the sport, 
helping them build 
confidence and learn 
the fundamentals of  
BMX racing. Seeing 
those kids line up on 
the gate for their first 
National race and 
realizing they belong 
there alongside riders 
from all over the 
country is incredibly 
rewarding.”

Friday’s professional 

racing will feature a 
high-stakes UCI C1 
event, an international-
level competition that 
awards points toward 
Olympic qualification 
for the upcoming 
Olympic Games, 
marking the first 
event in the United 
States within the 2028 
Olympic Ranking and 
Qualifying window. 
Professional athletes 
will compete for USA 
BMX Pro Series points, 
prize money and 
international ranking 
points as they begin the 
road toward the 2028 
Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles.

The USA BMX 
Pro Series continues 
Saturday and Sunday, 
with the season 
entering a critical 
stretch with just 
three Pro Series stops 
remaining. Riders 
will be competing for 
valuable championship 
points as they work 
toward the 2026 series 
titles.

BMX Derby City Nationals 
coming up this weekend

FRANKFORT — The 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
has scheduled a 
quarterly meeting 
at 8:30 a.m. (EDT) on 
Friday, Sept. 4.

The meeting will 
take place in the 
Schaaf  Room at 
the Salato Wildlife 
Education Center 
on the Kentucky 
Department of  Fish 
and Wildlife Resources 
campus in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, and it is 
open to the public.

The meeting will 
be livestreamed 
and archived on the 
department’s YouTube 
channel at Kentucky 
Department of  Fish 
& Wildlife Resources 
- YouTube. A link to 
the livestream will 
be posted to the top 
of  the department’s 
homepage at fw.ky.gov 
before the start of  the 
meeting.

The complete Sept. 
4 meeting agenda 
can be found on 
the department’s 
Commission Meeting 
Dates webpage 
online at fw.ky.gov or 
search “Commission 
meeting dates” on the 
homepage.

A summary of  
the “Action Items” 
the commission will 
consider include:

- Approval of  the 
minutes from the June 
12, 2026, quarterly 
commission meeting.

- Vote on 
qualifying nonprofit 
organizations’ 
applications for 2027 
Special Commission 
Permits for black 
bear, deer, turkey, 
elk and waterfowl for 
fundraising to support 
projects in Kentucky.

- Amend 301 KAR 
1:146 – Commercial 
Fishing Gear to 
modify regulations 
to allow hoop net and 
seine for the harvest 
of  invasive carp.

- Amend 301 KAR 
1:152 – Harvest and 
Sale of  Invasive Carp 
to modify regulations 

pertaining to the 
harvest of  invasive 
carp.

- Amend 301 KAR 
1:150 – Waters Open 
to Commercial 
Fishing to expand 
the Experimental 
Commercial Fishing 
Methods Program to 
include any Kentucky 
waterbody open to 
commercial fishing.

- Amend 301 KAR 
1:155 – Commercial 
Fishing Requirements 
to modify regulations 
pertaining to 
commercial fishing 
harvest reporting 
and overharvest 
protections.

- Amend 301 KAR 
1:201 – Taking of  Fish 
by Traditional Fishing 
Methods to add Burley 
Mathis Memorial Lake 
in Carlisle County 
to the Fishing in 
Neighborhoods (FINs) 
Program.

- Amend 301 KAR 
3:160 – Reciprocal 
Agreements 
Regarding Fishing and 
Hunting to establish 
a fishing reciprocal 
agreement with the 
state of  Virginia for 
the Russell Fork River.

- Establish 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 
committee meeting 
structure, including 
committee purpose, 
oversight and 
responsibilities.

- Amend 301 KAR 
3:010 – Public Use of  
Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs), 
amend 301 KAR 
5:022 – License, Tag, 
Registration, and 
Permit Fees, and 
amend 301 KAR 2:049 
– Small Game and 
Furbearer Hunting 
and Trapping on 
Public Areas to 
establish an annual, 
weekly and one-
day dog training 
permit issued by 
the department and 
evaluate and designate 
tract(s) as Dog 
Training Area(s) at 
West Kentucky WMA.

- Amend 301 KAR 
2:221 – Waterfowl 
Seasons and Limits 

to change the special 
youth waterfowl 
season and the special 
veterans and active 
military personnel 
waterfowl season 
dates to the first 
consecutive Saturday 
and Sunday in 
February.

Several Discussion 
Items and New 
Business Items will 
also be presented. 
Action on those items 
could come at future 
meetings of  the 
commission.

The public may 
provide in-person 
comments for up to 3 
minutes about New 
Business Items and 
Discussion Items on 
the meeting agenda 
during the Public 
Comments portion 
of  the meeting, time 
permitting and at 
the discretion of  the 
commission chair. 

The commission 
is a nine-member 
board, comprised 
of  volunteers who 
serve four-year terms. 
Commission members 
are nominated by 
active hunters and 
anglers at public 
meetings, appointed 
by the governor, and 
confirmed by the 
Kentucky Senate. 
The commission 
recommends 
hunting, fishing and 
boating regulations 
to conserve fish 
and wildlife and 
support related 
outdoor recreation 
opportunities in the 
commonwealth.

The next quarterly 
meeting date following 
the September 
meeting is to be 
determined.

The Salato Wildlife 
Education Center 
is located on the 
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife main campus 
at 1 Sportsman’s Lane 
in Frankfort, and the 
center is a one-story 
building located at 
the end of  the drive. 
The main entrance 
is located off  U.S. 60, 
approximately 1½ 
miles west of  U.S. 127.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Commission to hold quarterly 

meeting Sept. 4
Staff Report

LEXINGTON — The 
Kentucky Volleyball 
Coaches Association 
released the first KVCA 
Region 1 Top 5 Poll 
of  the 2026 season on 
Wednesday, Aug. 26.

Reigning champion 
McCracken County 
is ranked first in the 

KVCA Region 1 Top 5 
Poll.

Following McCracken 
County (1) in the KVCA 
Region 1 Top 5 Poll 
are Graves County (2), 
Ballard Memorial (3), 
Carlisle County (T-4) 
and Marshall County 
(T-4). 

The 2026 high school 
volleyball season 

opened on Monday, 
Aug. 17. 

The KVCA Region 1 
Top 5 Poll follows. 

KVCA Region 1 Top 
5 Poll

1. McCracken County 
2. Graves County 
3. Ballard Memorial 
T-4. Carlisle County 
T-4 Marshall County

First KVCA Region 1 
Top 5 Poll released

Staff Report

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL 

BENTON — Marshall 
County outlasted 
McCracken County 
1-0 in a 1st District 
boys’ soccer match on 
Thursday, Aug. 27. 

The Marshals and 
Mustangs, longtime 
rivals, battled back and 
forth throughout the 
district boys’ soccer 
match. 

Maddox Konrad 
scored the lone goal in 
the game, finding the 
net for Marshall County 
on one of  his two shots.

Defensively for 

Marshall County, 
goalkeeper Carson 
Lovett recorded a 
shutout. Lovett logged 
seven saves. 

Marshall County 
is scheduled to visit 
McCracken County 
for another district 
boys’ soccer match on 
Thursday, Sept. 10. 

Girls - Marshall 
County 2, McCracken 
County 1: Marshall 
County edged 
McCracken County 
2-1 in a 1st District 
girls’ soccer match on 
Thursday, Aug. 27. 

The Lady Marshals 
won following penalty 
kicks. 

In regulation for 
Marshall County, 
Maeci Moryl scored off  
an assist from Briley 
Cathey.

Offensively for 
McCracken County, 
Emma Hudson scored 
off  an assist from 
Maddy Ledgerwood. 

Marshall County 
is scheduled to visit 
McCracken County 
for another district 
girls’ soccer match on 
Thursday, Sept. 10. 

Marshals outlast Mustangs 
Staff Report

GIRL’S HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER 

By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today
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Scripture is clear 
about the source of 
blessing: It comes 
from the Lord. I love 
a verse in 3rd John 
where he expressed a 
heartfelt desire for the 
well-being of his read-
ers: “Beloved, I wish 
above all things that 
thou mayest prosper 
and be in health, even 
as thy soul pros-
pereth” (3 John 2).

Who among us 
would not want to 
prosper, enjoy good 
health and experience 
a life marked by God’s 
blessings? This does 
not mean we don’t 
suffer and go through 
hard times, but in 
those times we “have 
a friend that sticks 
closer than a broth-
er”. That’s a blessing 
beyond measure.

Scripture points 

to something even 
more important than 
outward prosperity; it 
talks about the health 
and prosperity of the 
soul.

The Bible leaves 
little doubt about the 
source of every good 
thing. “Every good 
gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the 
Father of Lights, with 
whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow 
of turning” (James 
1:17).

Theologians have 
sometimes described 
the message of 3 John 
2 as “nothing miss-
ing, nothing bro-
ken.” John’s prayer 
is that we experience 
wholeness, not simply 
in material circum-
stances, but in our 
health, our relation-
ships, our spiritual 
lives and, ultimately, 

our souls.
As the soul pros-

pers, our lives can 
begin to reflect that 
prosperity. The ques-
tion, then, is how does 
the soul prosper? 

Solomon offers an 
important answer in 
Proverbs 4:23: “Guard 
your heart above all 
else, for it determines 
the course of your 
life” (NLT). What we 
allow into our hearts 
and minds matters.

What we see, what 
we hear and what 
we continually think 
about can influence 
our emotions, atti-
tudes and decisions. 
It is worth asking our-
selves: What causes 
us to become angry? 
What produces fear? 
What leaves us con-
fused, discouraged or 
troubled? What causes 
us to make bad deci-
sions?

Once we recognize 
those influences, we 
can begin making 
wiser choices about 
what we allow to 
occupy our thoughts 
and emotions. That’s 
called “guarding the 
heart”.

What we plant in 
our hearts can even-
tually become the 
harvest we experience 
in our lives.

So, if we don’t like 
the harvest, perhaps 
it is time to examine 
the seed. What are 
we planting through 
our thoughts, words, 
habits and influences? 
If we want a different 
harvest, Scripture 
suggests that we begin 
by changing what we 
cultivate within our 
heart.

Guard the heart. 
Feed the soul. Seek 
God. And plant good 
seed.

By Teresa LeNeave 
leneave2@comcast.net

A - Admit to God That You Are A Sinner
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. - Romans 3:23 Repent, turn away from 
your sin. - Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9

B - Believe Jesus Died for Your Sins
For God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only son, that WHOEVER believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16

C - Confess Jesus is Lord
If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead you will be saved. - Romans 10:9

Salvation 
is as 

easy as

ABC

If you don’t like the harvest, change the seed

Jacksboro Texas is 
a special place to me. 
Of  all places, this little 
town of  fewer than 
5,000 people changed 
the direction of  my 
ministry 13 years ago. 
It was there that a few 
men gathered at the 
Davis Ranch, on the 
back deck, and talked 
about life and minis-
try. A little while later, 
I was invited back 
for a weekend of  hog 
hunting and teaching. 
This was the first of  
what later became 
our Circle Events. 
Today, we hold them 
in several states. In 
the beginning, most of  
these events were held 
at the Davis Ranch. 
We invited 12 men to 
hog hunt, or turkey 
hunt, or to just do an 
extended Bible ses-

sion. Other ranches in 
Jack County became 
a part of  what we 
were doing. The Blue 
Mountain Ranch was 
a beautiful place full 
of  turkeys and deer, 
with countless fishing 
ponds loaded with big 
bass. Yes, this place, 
just an hour north-
west of  Fort Worth, 
will forever hold a 
special place in my 
heart. 

But today, the 
people there need our 
help. The Ross Fire 
started on August 
24th. Since that time, 
Jacks County has only 
received 0.03 inches 
of  rain. At the time of  
this writing, the fire 
has consumed more 
than 89,000 acres. The 
firefighters have spent 
countless hours trying 

to contain it. They are 
spent. They are tired. 
But they are relent-
less, and right now, 
they are our heroes. 
They need help. They 
need resources. The 
people of  Jacksboro 
were there for me. I 
want to be there for 
them.

 On September 
11th Outdoor Truths 
Ministry will make a 
donation to the Jacks-
boro Fire Department 
with the money we 
raise between now 
and then.  I am simply 
using this platform be-
cause I know some of  
you will want to help 
as well. If  you would 
like to donate, you can 
mail a check directly 
to the Jacksboro Fire 
Department, or you 
can donate through 

Outdoor Truths 
specifically for this 
effort. There will be 
a special place on our 
website to give. These 
men and women are 
working nonstop to 
protect their homes 
and the homes, land, 
and property of  peo-
ple throughout North 
Texas. We can stand 
with them. Pray for 
rain in North Texas 
and help me give back 
to a place that has giv-
en so much to me and 
Outdoor Truths. Any 
amount is meaningful. 

Gary Miller has 
written Outdoor 
Truths articles for 
23 years.  He has also 
written five books 
which include compi-
lations of  his articles 
and a father/son devo-
tional. He also speaks 

at wild-game dinners 
and men’s events for 
churches and associa-
tions. Stay updated on 

Outdoor Truths each 

week by subscribing at 

Outdoortruths.org

Scripture teaches that what we cultivate in our hearts can shape the course of  our lives.
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DON’T FIGHT EVERY SCORPION
The baby slept 

soundly in his swing 
while a scorpion 
stealthily skulked 
down the suspension 
cord above him. His 
father, Kino, stared 
like a snake ready to 
strike, carefully calcu-
lating how to kill the 
eight-legged intrud-
er. But the predator 
didn’t give him time to 
play chess, and inject-
ed the infant with his 
toxic tail. The boy was 
engulfed in agony and 
Kino was consumed 
with anger, prompting 
him to seize the fiend, 

smash him into a 
paste within his hand, 
and hurl the scorpi-
on’s remains into the 
dirt. The newborn’s 
mother frantically 
attempted to extract 
the venom with her 
lips, and they hurried 
him to the town physi-
cian in hopes of  saving 
his life—a debacle that 
could have been avert-
ed entirely had Kino 
simply grabbed the 
baby instead of  facing 
down a foe he was 
powerless to conquer. 

Kino, why didn’t you 
snatch your son from 
the scorpion? Why did 
you fight when you 
should have fled with 

the boy? That is what 
you will shout from 
the reader’s chair 
while reading John 
Steinbeck’s short no-
vella, The Pearl. The 
book commences with 
the aforementioned 
fictional story of  baby 
Coyotito being struck 
by a scorpion because 
Kino ran headlong 
into a fight he should 
have ran away from 
while cradling his son. 
Sometimes, the surest 
strategy for subduing 
certain foes is retreat-
ing rather than trying 
to prove how strong 
you are only to demon-
strate that you aren’t. 

Likewise, the Author 

of  Scripture repeated-
ly shouts to believers, 
“Don’t fight when you 
should flee.” The Lord 
certainly commands 
Christians to stand 
firm against Satan 
and valiantly fight 
the good fight (Eph. 
6:11; 1 Tim. 6:12), but 
there are some spiri-
tual skirmishes that 
believers need to run 
away from rather than 
run toward with guns 
ablazing. Paul exhort-
ed the Corinthians 
with desperate urgen-
cy in his voice, “Flee 
from sexual immoral-
ity” (1 Cor. 6:18), and 
later on, “Therefore, 
my beloved, flee from 

idolatry” (1 Cor. 10:14). 
When intense temp-
tations for sexual sin 
and idol-worship come 
crawling down the 
rope, that is not the 
time to show off  how 
spiritually mature 
you are—that is time 
to get out of  Dodge 
and make a run for it. 
Retreat doesn’t mean 
defeat—sometimes 
the best strategy for 
survival is to run as 
far away and as fast as 
you can. 

Joseph of  old em-
ployed this tactic when 
Potiphar’s spouse 
sought to seduce him. 
He didn’t negotiate 
with temptation or 

stick around to prove 
his competence—he 
ran for the hills (Gen. 
39:12). Samson, on the 
other hand, lingered 
with Delilah foolishly 
thinking that he could 
conquer the allure 
of  sin with his great 
might—and he lost 
(Judges 16:4-22). Don’t 
fight every spiritual 
scorpion that slithers 
your way—know when 
to run like your soul 
depends on it, because 
it does. “The prudent 
sees danger and hides 
himself,” wrote Solo-
mon, “but the simple 
go on and suffer for it” 
(Prov. 22:3).

Bro. Brandon G. Bramlett
Bandana Baptist Church

Beware of the Pied Piper of technology

Envy is a feeling 
of  discontent, re-
sentment, and be-
grudging, aroused 
by someone else’s 
possessions, qualities, 
or luck. It’s simply 
desiring the resourc-
es and opportunities 
someone else has so 
that we can purchase 
and create the life we 
fantasize about. We 
may not want a per-
son’s specific home, 
their exact vehicles, 
talents, or spouse, 
but we would love to 
have their finances 
and charisma so we 
can have a similar life. 
James chapter 3 and 
verses 14-16 allow us 
to see how this is a 
very serious spiritual 
problem. “But if  you 
harbor bitter envy 
and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not 
boast about it or deny 
the truth. Such “wis-
dom” does not come 
down from heaven but 
is earthly, sensual, 
demonic. For where 
envying and strife is, 
there is confusion and 
every evil work.”

When I was young, 
envy was associated 
with being a material-
istic, and nosy busy-
body, trying to keep 
up with the Joneses. 
When we are walking 
or driving in a neigh-
borhood, we check out 
every house to judge 
their landscaping and 
the color coordination 
of  their paint, roof, 
and brick. When we 
are at a stoplight, 
we look around and 

notice what people 
are driving, and when 
we are in church or a 
restaurant, we notice 
what people are wear-
ing. The Internet, as 
a Pied Piper, provides 
the bait for the curi-
ous. Let’s face it, the 
real reason why social 
media is so addictive 
is because the average 
person is easily influ-
enced and controlled.

Though it seems 
that envy would be 
included within the 
definition of  jealousy, 
they are actually dis-
tinct emotions; envy 
involves wanting what 
someone else has, 
while jealousy typical-
ly arises from the fear 
of  losing something 
you already possess. 
Beyond sayings like, 
“Envy is the personal 
agony over the good 
fortune of  others”, 
“Whoever envies 
someone, confesses 

their superiority”, 
and “Comparison 
is the thief  of  joy”, 
we can realize that 
self-discipline is a 
critical factor when 
it comes to guarding 
and discerning our 
thoughts. Since our 
thoughts are shaping 
who we are, it does 
not take a Christian 
counselor to explain 
how important this 
is to our spiritual 
well-being.

It’s disturbing how 
much time and energy 
people spend fanta-
sizing about trying to 
be like others, but we 
seldom hear someone 
say, “I wish I could 
live as close to God 
as that person.” Take 
Mother Teresa, for 
example. She was not 
rich, did not live in a 
mansion, and did not 
have all the luxu-
ries of  life, but we 
can agree she was a 

wonderful and caring 
person who was de-
termined to spend her 
life helping others and 
serving God. If  this is 
not a success, what is? 
Is she a role model of  
what all of  us should 
be? According to Je-
sus – yes! However, do 
we dream, pray, and 
beg God to help us live 
like that? Would we 
really give everything 
we have to become 
totally detached from 
the luxuries of  this 
world, and do what 
Jesus told the rich 
young ruler to do? 
Evidently not.

There is no doubt 
we are living in a 
time when it is more 
difficult than ever to 
live a holy lifestyle. 
Our grandson is only 
seven, and he wants to 
be like all the super-
heroes he watches. 
I’ve been a Christian 
for over 50 years, and 

much of  this time I’ve 
studied the subject 
of  spiritual warfare. 
I can say technolo-
gy can help in some 
ways, but the overall 
advancement and 
progression of  our 
computerized society 
should be a concern. 
We can look around 
and see how the 
minds of  the masses, 
including children, 
are being pulled into 
the vortex of  artificial 
intelligence. Even the 
name itself  is a red 
flag. Could the World 
Wide Web have some-
thing to do with why 
so many people are 
entangled with anxi-
ety and depression? Is 
AI a dangerous wolf  
disguised in sheep’s 
clothing? Where will 
the Christian draw 
the line and say I 
cannot continue to 
advance into this 
system?

We’ve been saturat-
ed with the message 
of  God loving us, 
but He also knows 
what we are thinking 
about, including how 
much we love Him. 
He also knows that 
for many, technology 
has become an idol. 
Like an undisciplined 
child who only eats 
candy, we have free 
will to obey God and 
be saved, or to live in 
rebellion and destroy 
ourselves. Only a 
reverential fear of  
God will prevent that. 
Let’s try reducing so-
cial media and enter-
tainment, and replace 
it with seeking Him 
with all of  our hearts.

Dr. Holland is an 
ordained minister, 
chaplain, and Chris-
tian author. Read 
more about LIVING 
ON PURPOSE at bil-
lyhollandministries.
com

By William F Holland Jr.
billyhollandministries.com
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5450 Old Hwy 60 West • Paducah, KY
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270.442.7092
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by the Cassity Family

Illinois #2570
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Zac Taylor
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Zac
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844.765.3222
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W/ONLINE BIDDING

270-559-0859

General Contractors, 
Drywall Installation & Repair, 

Carpenters

Servicing 
Western Ky

Home Improvement
Both large and 
small projects

SEALING • ASPHALT • TAR & CHIP • CURBING • STRIPPING
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731-644-0949
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SERVING WEST KENTUCKY
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GRAVE PLOTS

One cemetary plot in Wood-
lawn Cemetary in Paducah. 
$2,000. In the Garden of the 
Good God. Call 270-243-
9051  (TFN)

FOR SALE One Grave Lot 
at Maplelawn Cemetery. 
$800.00 Or Best Offer Call 
270-558-3414

2 GRAVE SITES at Wood-
lawn Memorial Garden. In 
the Christus area.$3,800. 
270-559-8781

2 burial plots in Woodlawn 
Memorial or Murray Memo-
rial gardens. Regular price 
$3900.00 each, will sell for 

$900.00 each, Call Dan Ed-
wards at 270-873-9182

2 Cemetery Lots (side by 
side) Located at Woodlawn 
Memorial Cemetery (in The 
Garden of the Good Shep-
ard). 6965 Old Hwy 45, Pa-
ducah, KY. $5,000 for both 
lots 2702-519-5449 or 270-
841-5001.

For Sale 1 Vault in Brookha-
ven Memorial Park, last one 
in the chapel. Holds 2 cas-
kets. $7,000.00. Call 270-
556-0524

3 possibly 4 Grave Plots 
Woodlawn Memorial Gar-
dens Paducah Ky. Trinity 
Garden section. Normally 

$3700.00 each. Will sell for 
$2500.00 each Call 270-
970-0678

2 side by side vaults in 
Woodland Memorial Ceme-
tery in Lone Oak, front view, 
2nd row from bottom by 
chapel. $10,000 total.  561-
351-9174 (tfn)

STORAGE UNIT SALE

Storage Unit Sale. 3919 
Cairo Rd., Paducah.  May 
8th 9-3:00 pm. Closed 
Noon-1:00. Tools, TV, Kew-
pie Dolls, Prom dresses, 
Karaoke Items. Rain Can-
cels. (5/8/26)

PETS FOR SALE

BORDER COLLIE PUP-

PIES, “working Parents” 
Best farm dogs, great pets, 
excellent service dogs. Ne-
gotiable price & deliverable. 
Shots, De wormed. Also 
MInis and 2 Chichuauha’s. 
Call 573-414-4601 or 573-
979-5373 

For Sale, Sleep Number 
Plus, Twin Long ILE 360 
smart bed frame flex fit, 360 
remote,  Call 270-556-0524  
TFN mattress pad, 2 fitted 
sheet sets $5,000.00

Two CKC Schnauzer (parti 
pups). Vet checked and had 
their shots. Paper trained. 
for more information call  
270-853-5387

NOW HIRING

Elderly man needs House 
cleaner. And Physical Ther-
apy Part Time.    270-994-
3230

FOR HIRE

Housekeeper, 9-3 on Thurs-
day. $110.00  Jennifer Gay 
270-994-7939

MEDICAL

Are you looking for a pri-
vate sitter, home health 
care, hospice, and elderly 
care services. Please con-
tact Tina at 270-559-9181 
nights, days and weekends 
available.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Fully electric hospital bed 
$1300, Hoyer patient lift 
$350, older wheelchair $50, 
rollator walker $30, oxygen 
tank holder for wheelchair 
$20.  Call 270-836-1002.

FOR RENT

$1,299 per month SINGLE 
FAMILY 3 BR, 1 Bath, Liv-
ing Room, Kitchen, Utility 
Room. Central Heat & Air. 
Storage Shed. Located in 
CALVERT CITY. 1 month 
security deposit. 1 year 
lease. 270-709-0955

20 by 40 3 room office with 
bath. 13th and Jefferson st. 
Paducah Ky. $1200.00 per 
month call 270-210-4666

Remodeled building for 
lease for business. Great lo-
cation, excellent condition. 
2607 Jackson St. Paducah. 
Two offices. $1,100 month-
ly. Jim Lewis Remax Realty 
Group 270-519-0309

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

4 White Pine Place, Pa-
ducah, KY 42003. MLS #: 
26018542 $420,000 Let’s 
talk special. This home has 
spacious rooms. very func-
tional floor plan. Garage has 
additional space for storage 
or lawn mowers. Upstairs 
has a fairly large, floored 
room for storage as well as 
a full guest suite. Split bed-
room floorplan. Deep back-
yard. This home is a must 
see home. Call Ron Hughes 
at RE/MAX Realty Group 
270-519-7898. (TFN)

5825 Oaks Road, Paducah, 
KY 42003. MLS #: 26021078 
$550,000, Unique property - 
Approximately 75 acres with 
about 30 to 40 acres tillable 
and the rest wooded. Great 
combination of home, 3 out-
buildings, tool shed, barn 
and land for variety of uses. 
Use house as home or hunt-
ing lodge. Great property for 
living, hunting, farming and 
or horses. Call Ron Hughes 
at RE/MAX Realty Group 
270-519-7898. (TFN)

Awesome beautiful 2 Large 
lots! Brand New Home built 
just across the street. Great 
area on Barkley Lake. Over 
1 acre, year round view of 
Barkley Lake! 1 mile to BRR 
Marina ! $64,000.00 MLS 
# 121914. CALL Jennifer 
Palmer Realty at 270-519-
9000. (tfn)

135 Allegheny Road • 
Gilbertsville, Kentucky 
• $1,399,900 - MLS # 
130868. This Incredible 
Customer Built 2015 prop-
erty is amazing! Across the 
road 1,000 yards from KY 
Dam Village State Park, 
Dam, Marina, Restaurant/
Lodge. 2,000 yards from 

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive | Paducah, KY 42003

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

NOW HIRING!

COME for a job.
STAY for a career.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE for a lifetime.

Benefits: Kentucky provides one of the most competitive benefits packages available today, 
with insurance, retirement and leave options to meet your immediate and long-term goals.

Apply online at careers.ky.gov
Search for any position with the Gilbertsville zip code 42044

NOW HIRING!
STATE RESORT PARK
Kentucky Dam Village

• Facility Maintenance Supervisor
• Facility Maintenance Worker

• Parks Program Services Supervisor
• Park Worker I (Dining Room)

• Park Worker I (Housekeeping)
• Serving Attendant & Cook II

FULL TIME POSITION
PAY & BENEFITS: MEDICAL, DENTAL & VISION 
BENEFITS & COMPETIVE PAY FOR HOURLY 

JOB REQUIRES LIFTING 

VALID DRIVERS LICENSE REQUIRED

EXPERIENCE PREFERABLE BUT NOT REQUIRED

APPLY IN PERSON FOR APPLICATION 
or request an application at rell.peck@tntxtruck.com 
or mary.burkeen@tntxtruck.com

Drug Test & Background Check Required
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the Golf course! Less than 
2 miles to Aviation Airfield, 
& I-24/69. 5 total bedrooms, 
4 full baths, 2 half baths, 2 
laundry areas & 3 gas log 
fireplaces! Vaulted & Ca-
thedral ceilings. Detailed 
woodwork & moldings, 
polished marble, w/unique 
characteristics! Expansive 
Living room open to kitch-
en/breakfast area. Primary 
suite offers a custom tiled 
bath, heated floor & walk-
in closet! Covered patio w/ 
wood burning FP. In-ground 
pool, privacy fence & gat-
ed concrete drive w/ ample 
parking, 2 1/2 car garage 
has apartment, extra lot & 
huge PRIVACY FENCE! 
CALL Jennifer Palmer Real-
ty at 270-519-9000

27 Paradise Point Road 
• Gilbertsville, Kentucky • 
$369,000 – MLS # 122709. 
3 beautiful lots, over 1/2 
acre sitting up HIGH on a 
hill with a SPECTACULAR 
BREATHTAKING VIEW 
OF KY LAKE in Cambridge 
Shores Subdivision! Build 
your Dream Home! Magnif-
icent Stunning view of KY 
Lake! Enjoy all the ameni-
ties that Cambridge Shores 
has to offer. This quiet KY 
Lake neighborhood is the 
perfect place to call home! 
CALL Jennifer Palmer Real-
ty at 270-519-9000

718 Marina Village Dr., 
Grand Rivers, Kentucky • 
$610,000 – MLS # 130701. 
Beautiful Custom Built 3 bed 
3 & 1/2 bath 2006, looks 
like a new Home sitting on 
2 private lots in Prestigious 
Gated Marina Village Sub-
division! Hardwood Floors,9 
ft ceilings , many updates, 
large family room open to 
Kitchen! 2 Bedrooms on 
main level & one HUGE 
bedroom up. All bedrooms 
have a full bath. Kitch-
en has custom cabinetry! 
NEW HEAT/AIR UNITS IN 
2023. Upstairs-2019. NEW 
DECK, 4 car garage heat-
ed & cooled, Storm Shelter, 
ALL FURNITURE, DECOR, 
TABLEWARE, BEDDING, 
LIGHTHOUSE PICTURES, 
Towels STAY PLUS NEW 
flooring that has not been 
installed. Take a golf cart 
ride to Grand Rivers, World 
Famous Patties Restau-
rant, antique shops & more!  
CALL Jennifer Palmer Real-
ty at 270-519-9000

643 Whitney Dr., Paducah, 

Kentucky • $425,000.00 - 
MLS # 137569. Unique 3 
bedroom 3 full bath West 
End home located in the 
desirable Pines Subdivi-
sion loaded with captivat-
ing character! Impressive 
living room features gas 
log fireplace , very tall va-
luted ceiling & large styl-
ish windows for plenty of 
light. Kitchen has plenty of 
cabinets, island, breakfast 
area, and pantry. Excel-
lent primary bedroom with 
spacious bath, jacuzzi tub, 
double vanity, walk-in clos-
et, surround sound, balcony 
overlooking deck & back-
yard. Ample storage space 
throughout the home. New 
refrigerator & microwave in 
2026. Massive deck perfect 
for entertaining! Beautiful 
yard, trees and landscap-
ing. Well insulated home so 
utility bills are low. Conve-
nient to the mall area, I-24 
and downtown Paducah. 
Underground Dog fence. 
CALL Jennifer Palmer Real-
ty 270-519-9000

1875 St Rt 384 Mayfield, 
Ky  $312,000.00. MLS#: 
26019260. Beautiful Abso-
lutely Private home on 2.5 
impressive acres with 4 
bedrooms and 3 full baths! 
Extremely well built ! Only 5 
miles to I-69 and Mayfield. 
Large updated kitchen with 
gorgeous tile, corian coun-
tertops and abundant cabin-
etry. Quality bar stools stay 
plus all appliances. All 3 full 
baths are updated with ex-
tra nice tile and countertops. 
There are 2 large living ar-
eas. Kitchen open to Living 
room. Utility room. Primary 
bedroom and bath separate 
from other bedrooms ! NEW 
paint , blinds and applianc-
es since 2019. NEW roof in 
2020. 2 car attached carport 
and 2 car detached garage. 
Large metal barn 80 x 32 
great for any animals, hay, 
equipment storage, RV and 
more! It does have a few 
stalls in it. Door is 11 FT 7 in 
tall. Land is rolling and lays 
pretty. Plenty of road front-
age. Paved driveway. Geo-
thermal HVAC. Appraisal 
done in March of 2026 avail-
able upon request. Sell-
er is providing a one year 
home warranty at closing 
~~ APHW.com Utility room 
or Guest bath would make 
great storm shelter! CALL 
Jennifer Palmer Realty 270-
519-9000

2836 James Sanders 
Blvd., Paducah, KY.  MLS 
#134672. High traffic lo-
cation, Approximately 3+ 
acres off exit #4 I-24 on 
James Sander’s BLVD be-
tween Texas Road House 
and Academy Sports. Great 
location for commercial de-
velopment. Approximate-
ly 450 feet of road front-
age, level, with all utilities. 
$2,450,000, Carla Bridges 
@ REMAX at 270-559-8425

6330 Burchell, Paducah, 
KY. MLS #136950. Premier 
custom home in one of Pa-
ducah’s most prestigious 
neighborhoods, The Grove, 
privately set on a cul-de-
sac. Grand entry, open 
kitchen with butler’s pantry, 
spacious living room with 
fireplace, office, craft room, 
and luxurious primary suite 
with his and hers baths and 
sitting area. Enjoy a large, 
covered porch with outdoor 
kitchen, screened porch 
and 3 car garage. Upstairs 
offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
playroom/bedroom and 
bonus room. The walkout 
basement includes 2 bed-
rooms, full kitchen, family 
room, patio, storage, me-
chanical room and concrete 
safe room. Elevator serves 
all floors. French country 
exterior, stone/brick/exten-
sive landscaping and circle 
drive. $1,595,000. Contact 
Carla Bridges @ REMAX at 
270-559-8425

500 S 17th • Paducah, KY 
42003 Commercial/Industri-
al - $1,399,000 MLS Num-
ber • 125918 • 18,900 sq. 
ft. Outstanding professional 
office building in the heart 
of Paducah featuring ap-
proximately 15,600 sq. ft. of 
office space with 26 private 
offices, 4 bullpens, 2 confer-
ence rooms, kitchen/break-
room, 2 IT rooms, 3 labo-
ratory rooms, multiple work 
areas, and storage closets 
along with 2300 sq. ft. ware-
house area. Also has an 
approximately 1000 sq. ft. 
detached storage building.  
Contact Carla Bridges @ 
REMAX at 270-559-8425

1114 Broadway, Paducah, 
KY. MLS #132732. Excel-
lent opportunity for a client 
in need of a nice office build-
ing in midtown Paducah, 
centrally located in the heart 
of Paducah’s business dis-
trict with high traffic location. 
Dual access from Broadway 

and Kentucky Avenue. Cur-
rent tenants are expected to 
move by late fall. $459,900. 
Contact Carla Bridges @ 
REMAX at 270-559-8425

House For Sale Ranch 
style, 3 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, Cedar siding. Sits 
on 6 acres. 116 Darnell Rd. 
Benton 42025. Call 270-
404-6972 for appointment.

100 Acres sold all together.  
Livingston County, near El-
ementary school. store, fire 
department. Can be used 
for residential or commer-
cial. 10 miles from Ky Lake 
270-210-6697 (tfn)

4 Adjacent 1 acres lots in 
Peninsula Subdivision on 
Lake of Egypt. Great year 
round fishing with no carp, 
barges, or big boats. 50 
minutes from Paducah. 
$29,995 for all four. Might 
divide into 2 parcels. Call 
owner 314-239-6676.

Large Ky Lake lot Mature 
trees, utilities, restricted to 
new construction or double 
wide. $24,900. 270-970-
8000  (tfn)

Beautifully and totally ren-
ovated condo in exciting 
Lower Town, Paducah, KY. 
Stainless steel and gran-
ite kitchen, original wood 
floors, two master suites 
with attached baths.  Car-
port with storage. 2/3 -2,140 
sq. ft. $247,500. (972) 816-
8766 (tfn)

401 E 12th St., Benton 
Charming and spacious 
2,240 sq. ft. home. Immac-
ulate property centrally lo-
cated in Benton on a well 
landscaped corner lot. 3 
Bedroom / 2 Bath. Expan-
sive basement includes 
interior and exterior en-
trances. Workshop with 
additional outbuilding with 
concrete flooring for mow-
er etc. $269,900 Call Car-
la Bridges REMAX Realty 
Group at 270-559-8425

1.6 acres with hookups sep-
tic and well. 2357 State Rt 
384 Mayfield Ky. $20k FIRM 
270-564-6774(TFN)

5.75 Acres, Paradise Ha-
ven. I-77 & Hwy 52. Bland 
County VA. Hunting and 
surveyed, septic tank and 
well permits. Wooded and 
cleared building sites with 
roads. Taxes under $200.00 
per year. $69,000.00 Ph. 
270-226-2908 (tfn)

FARM FOR RENT

For rent pasture grazing for 
cattle in McCracken Coun-
ty, available now. 270-519-
3567

CAMPERS FOR SALE

2021 JAYCO JayFlight 
SLX, 195 RB Travel Trailer 
(21-foot) Never been lived 
in. Bath tub - Shower com-

bo. Closet, Queen size bed, 
Refrigerator, Microwave, 
2-Burner Stove, Electric 
Awning, Radio & TV Hook-
up, Fold-Out stairs, Stor-
age, 2-Water Tanks. KEVIL 
AREA. Asking $18,000 Call 
270-349-4962

For sale Pop camper 2001 
Coleman Grand Tour Utah; 
$3,000. 270-519-7849 TFN

BOATS FOR SALE

REDUCED 2008 20 ft. Cres-
tliner 1950 SF series, easy 
load trailer, 175 HP Mercury 
motor, canopy, travel cov-
er, 2 fish finders, radio FM/
AM, much more, garage 
stored, valued at $15K, sell 
for $12,000. 270-665-0010 / 
leave a message.

14’ Polar Craft  Boat,Like 
new motor, electric start, 
trailer 1 fuel can, Minkota 
trolling motor, canopy, fish 
finder, battery. Benton Ky 
$5,500.00. OBO   815-236-
9455 (TFN)

AUTOS FOR SALE

For Sale. 2009 Mercury 
Milan 82000 miles. Bought 
August 2024 for commuting 
to work. No longer needed. 
Last Service June 2025 
78,500 miles New Tires 
June 2025  78,800 miles. 
Price $7500.00. Call 615-
430-7544.

2015 Mercedes E-350 
104,000 miles, Light grey 
Real nice vehicle, drives 
real nice. $13,000 OBO call 
270-493-2176

2007 Red Chevy Avalanche 
Truck, needs transmission 
and frame rusted.Sell-
ing truck for parts. $3000. 
Please call  270-217-4980	

2017 GMC Sierra Denali 
Crew Cab pickup, 99,000 
miles, loaded, Beautiful 
truck, $23,500. Please 
call... 270-519-3674 or 270-
519-1254

1986 Chevrolet 4 x 4 Pick-
up, wrecked but a/c works 
$2,000 cash or OBO. 327 
Motor and 3 speed trans-
mission out of 1980 Impala 
$1,000 cash or OBO. Call 
270-804-5399.

REDUCED 2010 Black 
Honda Fit Sport 4 door 
hatchback. Excellent me-
chanical condition minor 
cosmetic damage clear title 
$4,500.00 OBO  Cal 812-
631-3921

GMC Yukon, 2 Wheel drive, 
2010 ,has third row seat-
ing, 120,xxx miles, perfect 
condition, good tire tread. 
$9,800.  TEXT with serious 
inquiries only 270-519-3962 
Text ONLY

1991 Chevyrolet Silverado 
350 V8, 4 speed transmis-
sion, long wheel base, 2 
door, garage kept, excel-

lent shape, 206,000 miles. 
$11,000.00 OBO call Mar-
garet A. Moore 270-875-
3126

AUTO MISC.

27 ft Car Hauler Cargo 
Trailer. Used once, 2-7,000 
lb axels, 4,000 lb rear door 
ramp, Call for extras 303-
775-0310, $11,300 (tfn) 

For Sale: 2025 Diamond 
Trailer - 7’ x 14’, Enclosed, 
Fold Down Back Door, 
Side Walk-In Door,     Tan-
dom Axle, Electric Brakes, 
$4,500.  Call Don: 386-559-
7004

Adult Trike W/ Electric Bat-
tery for sale $450.00. 1 Year 
Old. Call 270-331-2527.

FARM & LAWN 
EQUPMENT

1996 8570 MF Combine Big 
motor, 30’ GH, SCH Knife & 
drive, Maurer bin ext, flota-
tion rears, second owner. 
C-Tech maintained. Approx. 
3,000 hrs $50,000 OBO. 
419-615-0950 

REDUCED 1987 John 
Deere Combine 7720 Titan 
2, 4 wd, long auger, 30.5 x 
32 tires, always kept inside 
shed. $11,000 OBO 270-
254-0318	 3.2 Prong 
Hay Fork $150; B275 Diesel 
International project tractor 
$1,250. Call 731-487-7062.            

1953 Farmall Cub Woods 
Belly Mower. to ad for 1950 
8n Ford Tractor $1250.00. 
270-832-1281

1950 8N Ford tractor 
$1,250.00, Call 270-832-
1281. W0.5x32

King Kutter Bushhog 48” w/ 
PTO Connector, Like New. 
$900 OBO. Benton, KY. 
815-236-9455 (TFN)

MISC. FOR SALE

For Sale: New and Used 
Christmas Toys and Tools. 
Rosanna’s Place Salem Ky. 
Thurs -Fri. 8-4.   Sat. 8-1

Goodman 4 ton central heat 
& air split unit, hardly used. 
Call thomas 270-247-7589. 
(tfn)

Roofing supplies left over 
a job. GAF shingles, under 
lay, edging, nails. Retail val-
ue $700. Your cost for lot 
$250 cash and carry. 270-
559-8467

Hunting equipment, trophy 
deer heads, tools, house-
hold horse and Indian items, 
thousands of like new items 
priced to sell. Traders Mall 
Flee Market June 13th 

Glass Top Coffee Table, 2 
matching end tables, and 
sofa table, great condition. 
Trimmed with brass. $150 
Call 270 519-7604Puzzle Page in A Section

Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers
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The University of  
Kentucky Martin-Gat-
ton College of  Agricul-
ture, Food and Envi-
ronment’s Blueprint 
Kentucky is hosting 
Pathways to Prosperi-
ty: A Rural Kentucky 
Virtual Summit on 
Sept. 16 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. (ET). 

Kentucky’s rural 
leaders, practitioners, 
policymakers, non-
profit partners, educa-
tors and community 
stakeholders are invit-
ed to participate in an 
online summit focused 
on emerging priorities 
affecting rural com-
munities. The day is 
designed to highlight 
practical strategies, 
shared challenges 
and opportunities for 
cross-sector collabo-
ration. 

“With so much rapid 
change in the world, 
community leadership 
often feels reaction-
ary,” said Daniel Kahl, 
Blueprint Kentucky 
associate director and 
one of  the session 
moderators. “Having 
a summit like this 
one allows us to touch 
base, learn from each 
other and stay current 
on information and 
research that can help 
us be more confident 
and competent in ad-
dressing challenges.” 

The agenda will 
showcase professional 
speakers and inter-
active session discus-
sions, giving partic-
ipants opportunities 
to learn best practices 
in strengthening their 
communities, growing 
local economies and 
building a more resil-
ient future. 

The keynote speaker 
is Christine Sorensen, 
lead community de-
velopment specialist, 
state operations at 
USDA Rural Devel-
opment. Sorensen’s 
keynote will address 
forces that are shap-
ing rural Kentucky, 
including demograph-
ic shifts, infrastruc-

ture needs, economic 
transition, health and 
housing pressures, 
and the importance of  
local leadership.  

Sorensen has over 
30 years of  experience 
in the rural econom-
ic development field 
with roles as economic 
development director, 
regional fund-chief  
loan officer, state and 
regional USDA com-
munity development 
coordinator, and na-
tional program coordi-
nator for three USDA 
rural development 
(RD) initiatives. She 
was the first customer 
experience team lead 
within the USDA RD 
Innovation Center and 
has facilitated and 
supported state-based 
events for USDA in 
over 28 states.  

Additional session 
topics include: 

Rural Health: Local 
health needs being 
addressed through 
the Kentucky Rural 
Health Transfor-
mation Program, as 
well as curriculum 
and programs hosted 
by UK Cooperative 
Extension to address 
community health. 

Land Use and Hous-
ing: Housing develop-
ment and industrial 
pressures on farmland 
use, as well as inno-
vative partnerships 
among local govern-
ments, developers, 
lenders, nonprofits 
and residents. 

Civic Engagement 
and Leadership: Ex-
amining opportunities 
and concerns related 
to public participation 
and civic engagement 
for sustainable policy 
and action to support 
rural communities 
and community read-
iness. 

Tourism and Place-
making: Highlighting 
tourism as an econom-
ic development strat-
egy, with attention 
to destination devel-
opment, local assets, 

small business sup-
port, downtown revi-
talization and regional 
collaboration. 

At the conclusion of  
the summit, the goal is 
for participants to bet-
ter identify rural pri-
orities across health, 
housing, economic 
development and tour-
ism; provide practical 
examples, questions to 
take back to their com-
munities and potential 
partners for follow-up; 

and inform future 
programming, policy 
conversations and 
technical assistance 
opportunities. 

In addition, Blue-
print Kentucky will be 
providing attendees 
additional toolkits to 
take with them and 
use. One of  those tool-
kits is Understanding 
Community Benefits 
Agreements for Data 
Centers: A Toolkit for 
Kentucky Commu-

nities and Extension 
Professionals, which 
will serve as a discus-
sion point for commu-
nities interested in 
being informed and 
prepared for data cen-
ter location decisions. 

“This summit is 
more than a conver-
sation about rural 
challenges,” said 
Alison Davis, assistant 
vice president of  land-
grant engagement and 
executive director of  

Blueprint Kentucky. 
“It is an opportunity 
to highlight what is 
working, elevate local 
leadership and equip 
communities with 
ideas, partnerships 
and tools that can be 
put into action across 
Kentucky.” 

Registration is $35 
and online registra-
tion will remain open 
until 10:30 a.m. on 
Sept. 16.  

Registered attendees 
are encouraged to use 
the Whova platform to 
connect, discuss and 
share ideas and re-
sources. Whova will be 
used to share relevant 
resources and provide 
discussion questions 
for attendees to con-
nect before, during 
and after the event. 

Learn more about 
Blueprint Kentucky 
at blueprintkentucky.
mgcafe.uky.edu. 

AG NEWS

By Christopher Carney
Christopher.Carney@uky.edu

Blueprint Kentucky associate director Dan Kahl is one of the session moderators 
at this year’s Pathway to Prosperity summit. Photo by Matt Barton.

Blueprint Kentucky to host Pathways to Prosperity: 
A Rural Kentucky Virtual Summit

FRIDAY
7:00 A.M.
Open for Exhibitors
8:00 A.M.
Open to General Public
6:30 P.M
Tractor Pulls for Mini Rods 
& Stock Lawn Mowers

SATURDAY
7:00A.M.
Open For Exhibitors
8:00 A.M.
Open to General Public
11:00 A.M.
Parade of Power
Antique Stock Tractor Pulls

ACTIVITIES
Antique Tractors & Vintage Lawn/Garden Tractors

Antique Gas Engines
Arts & Crafts

Various Food Vendors
Classic Cars, Trucks & Other Vehicles

Tractor Pulls For Mini Rods
Stock Antique Tractor & Lawn Mower Pulls

Swap Meet Vendors
Parade of Power

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Howard Jones - 270-348-5883 Christy Jones (Arts & Crafts)- 270-348-5882
Terry Minuth - 270-348-4492 Mike Chapman- 270-889-7222

DIRECTIONS: From Pennyrile Parkway-Take Exit 8 Pembroke Road/US41; Turn West / Travel Past 
First Stop Light To Shawnee Drive, Which Is The Next Street On The Right - Look For The Signs. 

GPS ADDRESS: 1522 East 9th Street, Hopkinsville, KY 42240

LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS & CRAFT SKILLS

Primitive camping available with overnight security
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FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – Unemploy-
ment rates fell in 87 
Kentucky counties 
between July 2025 
and July 2026, rose in 
18 and were constant 
in 15 others, accord-
ing to the Kentucky 
Center for Statistics 
(KYSTATS), an agency 
within the Kentucky 
Education and Labor 
Cabinet. 

Cumberland and 
Woodford counties 
recorded the lowest 
jobless rates at 4.1 per-
cent each. They were 
followed by Campbell 

County, 4.2 percent; 
Boone, Fayette, Ken-
ton and Scott counties, 
4.3 percent each; and 
Franklin, Harrison 
and Trimble counties, 
4.4 percent each.

On the other hand, 
Martin County record-
ed the state’s highest 
unemployment rate at 
10.1 percent, followed 
by Wolfe County, 9.5 
percent; Lewis Coun-
ty, 9 percent; Elliott 
County, 8.9 percent; 
Magoffin County, 
8.4 percent; Jackson 
County, 8.3 percent; 
Carter County, 7.9 per-
cent; Lawrence Coun-
ty, 7.8 percent; Pike 
County, 7.4 percent; 

and Knott County, 7.3 
percent.

Looking at the 
statewide figures, 
Kentucky’s seasonally 
adjusted preliminary 
July 2026 unem-
ployment rate was 

4.7percent, which was 
unchanged from June 
and up 0.1 percentage 
points from one year 
ago. That data was 
released earlier this 
month.

The education and 

Labor Cabinet says 
Kentucky’s county 
unemployment rates 
and employment lev-
els are not seasonally 
adjusted, because of  
small sample sizes. 
Employment statistics 
undergo sharp fluctu-
ations due to seasonal 
events such as weath-
er changes, harvests, 
holidays, and school 
openings and closings. 
Seasonal adjustments 
eliminate these in-
fluences and make 
it easier to observe 
statistical trends.

Unemployment 
statistics are based 
on estimates and are 
compiled to measure 

trends rather than 
actually to count peo-
ple working. Civilian 
labor force statistics 
include non-military 
workers and unem-
ployed Kentuckians 
who are actively seek-
ing work. They do not 
include unemployed 
Kentuckians who have 
not looked for em-
ployment within the 
past four weeks. The 
data should only be 
compared to the same 
month in previous 
years.    

You can see indi-
vidual rates fvorf  all 
120 counties, by going 
to: July 2026 County 
Rates.

By Tom Latek
kentucky Today

Unemployment rates shift in 
Kentucky counties in July 2026

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

Lisa Wilson, RE Agent

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer - JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, RE Agent

BBBBBB  
BUNCH BROTHERS

AUCTIONEERS & REALTY INC.
P O BOX 175 - WINGO, KY 42088

Phone: (270) 376-2922 Cell: (270) 748-8080

Email: Lori@bunchbrothers.com
Website: bunchbrothers.com

Lisa Wilson, RE Broker

SAT., SEPTEMBER. 12TH AT 10:00 A.M.
LOCATION: 2296 St. Rt. 309, Hickman, KY.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Payment due day of sale by Cash, Check or Credit
Card.  3% Merchant fee will apply to Credit Card Payments.

Selling the Life Long Collection of Jack & Betty Harrison.
Antique Furniture, Cast Iron, Coins, Quilts, Crocks, Toys,
Advertising, Antiques, Collectibles & Much, Much More!!!

PRINCIPAL BROKER
PRINCIPAL AUCTIONEER

KL# 252972 | KY BROKER# 198374

REAL ESTATE TERMSREAL ESTATE TERMS: A 10% buyer’s premium will be added to the final bid price & included in contract price. A 15% deposit is due day of auction, 
balance due in 30 days. The property is being sold on an “AS IS, WHERE IS” basis, and no warranty or representation, either express or implied, concerning 
the property is made by the Seller or Auction Company. Each potential bidder is responsible for conducting his or her own independent inspections 
investigations, inquires, and due diligence concerning the property. The property will be sold by the deed.  Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale. 

A B S O L U T E  R E A L  E S T A T E  A U C T I O N

Rustic 3 Bedroom - 2 Bath Home
Tuesday, September 22nd, 2026 | 12:00 PM

747 Blue Ridge Rd, Smithland, KY 42081

RUSTIC 3 BEDROOM HOME • 2 BATHS • 2,400± SQ. FT.
From the moment you arrive, the home’s wood exterior, covered front porch, and upper-level 
balcony create an inviting cabin-style appearance. The mature shade trees and winding paved drive 
complement the home’s natural setting. Also on the property is a storage shed and detached 1-car 
garage. On the backside of the home is an additional covered deck and balcony. 

Inside, you’ll find an abundance of natural wood character, including wood-plank walls and wood 
flooring visible throughout several rooms. The rustic finishes give the home a distinctive look that 
would lend itself well to a country, cabin, or lodge-style renovation.

The kitchen features abundant cabinetry, countertop workspace, and a peninsula overlooking the 
adjoining living area. With approximately 2,400 square feet, the home provides generous space and 
an excellent opportunity for a buyer ready to update and personalize the property.

A PROPERTY WITH POSSIBILITIES - The photos show a home with plenty of rustic charm and 
original wood character, but also one that presents an opportunity for updating and improvement. 
That’s exactly what can make an absolute auction exciting — buyers can evaluate the property, see the 
potential, and bid according to their own plans and vision. Whether you’re searching for a primary 
residence, country getaway, investment property, renovation project, or distinctive rustic home, this 
property deserves a look.

Property Highlights Include:
•  3 Bedrooms – 2 Full Baths
•  Fireplace & Wood Burning Stove
•  Approx. 2,400 Sq. Ft. of Living Space
•  1-Car Garage    •  Storage Shed
•  Rustic Wood Exterior - Wood-Shingle Roof
•  Covered Front Porch
•  Upper-Level Covered Balcony
•  Natural Wood Interior Walls & Flooring
•  Spacious Kitchen with Peninsula
•  Mature Shade Trees   •  Paved Drive
•  Private, Wooded Setting
•  Tremendous Renovation & Investment 

Potential

PREVIEW DATE:
Monday, September 14th 

5:00 – 6:00 PM 

If it Matters to YOU, It Matters to US!
Subscribe or Advertise TODAY!  270.442.7389



By Laurna Pruett
KPI Writer

Ballard County’s location 
at the meeting point of  
the Mississippi and Ohio 
rivers has long influenced 
its economy. Now, county 
leaders are looking to 
build on that advantage 
while preparing for new 
opportunities connected to 
maritime business, energy 
development and a proposed 
regional data center.

Ballard County Judge-
Executive Todd Cooper said 
Traylor Bros., James Marine, 
ADM/ARTCO and Economy 
Boat Store, also known as 
PTL Marine, are among the 
businesses operating along 
the river in Wickliffe. Some 
have maintained a presence 
there since the 1980s.

Together with supporting 
businesses, Cooper estimates 
they provide more than 200 
jobs. He said their impact 
reaches beyond employment 
because they also support 
schools, students, festivals 
and other community events.

“It is local government 
and economic development’s 
responsibility to help them 

sustain and grow,” Cooper 
said.

The county is working 
with the City of  Wickliffe, 
Ballard County Industrial 
Development Authority and 
West Kentucky Regional 
Riverport Authority to 
support those companies 
and encourage additional 
investment.

Recent improvements 
include the expansion of  the 
Wickliffe boat ramp in 2023 
and upgrades to the Court 
Street railroad crossing in 
2026. The crossing project 
created a safer route 
for semitrailers making 
deliveries to riverfront 
businesses.

The city also secured 
$140,000 in grants to begin 
environmental and other 
required studies on a 30-
acre site extending north 
from Court Street to Willow 
Creek. Completing that work 
is an important step toward 
making the property ready 
for future development.

Cooper said Ballard 
County’s riverfront offers 
room for additional 
maritime businesses. Local 
officials have been told that 
approximately 80% of  the 

raw materials and goods 
traveling the Mississippi, 
Ohio, Tennessee and 
Cumberland rivers pass 
Wickliffe each year.

“We believe we can add 
to the current businesses 
operating on the river in 
Wickliffe by tapping this 
tremendous opportunity,” 
Cooper said.

Preparing for Regional 
Investment

Economic-development 
efforts are also taking place 
in Kevil, where the county is 
partnering with the owner 
of  a privately held 14-acre 
property. The site will be 
marketed to nuclear- and 
U.S. Department of  Energy-
related support businesses 
seeking locations near the 
Paducah DOE site.

Cooper said Ballard 
County already has three or 
four businesses that support 
work at the DOE facility. 
County leaders hope future 
investment at the site will 
help those companies grow 
while attracting additional 
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By Ciro Astarita
KPI Writer

(HENDERSON, 
KY)–At the beginning 
of  this year, The 
Henderson County 
Riverport Authority 
(HCRA) purchased 
a $2.3 million dollar 
‘electrical handler’. This 
state of  the art piece of  
machinery is intended 
to assist operations by 
easing the pressure on 
the dock’s 40 year old 
125-ton cable crane. 
More recently, the 
HCRA hosted a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the official 
opening of  the port 
on April 30th. Notable 
attendees include 
Rocky Adkins(D)–who 
is currently running 
for governor next year 
and recently left the 
Beshear Administration 
on July 10th– and Ben 

Weithman, the HCRA 
Executive Director. 
The dock(originally for 
scrap/coal and later 
grain) was built in 2004 
and was used primarily 
for exports. Weithman 
stated they have seen 
an increase in imports 
over the years including 
metals, fertilizers, and 
other bulk materials. 
The function of  this 
machinery [as a tool for 
building infrastructure] 
serves to increase the 
turnover of  maritime 
vehicles, reducing 
seasonal bottlenecks 
and demurrage costs 
for customers paying 
for the port’s services. 
Weithman explained this 
at the ribbon cutting 
event stating “it allows 
us to drive over to the 
railroad tracks and to 

www.bunchbrothers.com

P.O. BOX 175 ★ Wingo, KY 42088
270.748.8080 ★ Fax: 270.376.2997

Steven J Bunch, Auctioneer  ★  Joe Bunch, Auctioneer

2 DAY FALL LOUISVILLE AUCTION
TUES. & WED., DEC. 8TH & 9TH, 2026 at 9:00 A.M. 

KY EXPOSITION CENTER - 978 Phillips Lane, Louisville, KY
SELLING HEAVY EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS, TRAILERS, PAVING EQUIPMENT, FARM 

EQUIPMENT, ATTACHMENTS & MUCH MORE!  
Contact Steven Bunch (270) 748-8080, Joe Bunch (270) 356-0360 or email Lori Bunch - Lori@

bunchbrothers.com for Consignor Packet to meet Nationwide Advertising Deadlines!!!

The Lot Opens on November 14th to accept your equipment!!!

Ballard County builds on river, energy 
and infrastructure opportunities

Wickliffe Boat Ramp

HCRA continues using 
new energy efficient 
Machinery from $2.2 

million infrastructure 
improvement project

see HCRA, 
page C4

“A big milestone at the Henderson County Riverport Authority 
today. For the first time, we unloaded two barges at the 
same time. Our new Sennebogen material handler unloaded 
fertilizer while our 125-ton American crane handled a barge of 
aluminum.”-Henderson County Riverport Authority.  

Photo sourced from HCRA LinkedIn post.



C2  Friday, September 4, 2026	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389RIVER REGION PROGRESS

COLOR

By Greg LeNeave 
KPI Newspaper Group 

Eagle Fabrication has a strong history—one 
built on hard work, experience and a commit-
ment to doing things the right way. Much of that 
foundation can be traced back to co-founder Tim 
Thomas, whose vision helped establish the com-
pany as a respected name in the marine fabrica-
tion industry. 

Eagle Fabrication launched its first barge in 
1999. Nearly two decades later, the company 
reached a significant milestone when it com-
pleted its 100th barge in 2019. The 180-foot ves-
sel weighed approximately 700 tons, marking an 
impressive achievement for a company that had 
grown steadily through years of dedication and 
craftsmanship. 

Following Tim Thomas' passing in 2018, his 
son, Matt Thomas, stepped into a leadership role 
and continued the family tradition. Today, Matt 
and his crew are taking fabrication beyond the 
standard, combining generations of knowledge 
with a willingness to find practical solutions for 
today's marine industry. 

Taking Fabrication Beyond the Standard 
The marine industry is constantly changing, 

and today's barge operators often need equip-
ment designed around the specific demands of 
their work. Custom fabrication gives companies 
the flexibility to make their equipment work har-
der and more efficiently for the jobs they per-
form every day. 

Eagle Fabrication understands that not every 
project can be solved with an off-the-shelf de-
sign. 

One example of the company's capabilities 
took Eagle's work far beyond the inland water-
ways of Illinois—all the way to Alaska's North 
Slope. 

A 180-foot steel deck barge originated at 
Eagle Fabrication's Illinois facility before being 
shipped thousands of miles to Alaska. Once the 
components arrived, the barge was assembled 
and welded on-site in the harsh Alaskan environ-
ment. After construction was completed, the ves-
sel was launched into the Beaufort Sea, ready to 
go to work. 

It is a great example of what specialized fab-
rication can accomplish. The job required more 
than simply building a barge. It required plan-
ning, precision, transportation logistics and the 
ability to adapt to an entirely different environ-
ment.  

The Advantage of Specialized Building Skills 
There is a tremendous advantage to working 

with a builder that understands the realities of 
the marine industry. 

Eagle Fabrication builds its barges with the 
customer's needs in mind. The company takes 
the time to understand how a vessel will be used 
and what the customer expects it to accomplish. 

For those in the barge and river industry, that 
approach can make a significant difference. 

Some customers require a highly specialized 
design built around a particular project or appli-
cation. Others need a dependable inland river-
going barge capable of handling the everyday 
demands of transporting equipment and materi-
als. 

Eagle Fabrication provides both. 
Matt Thomas and his crew offer flat deck 

barges, spud barges and specialty vessels, giving 
customers the opportunity to choose a proven 
platform or develop a solution tailored to their 
specific needs. 

Experience That Carries Forward 
Perhaps one of the most valuable assets Eagle 

Fabrication brings to each new project is its ac-

cumulated knowledge. 
Shipbuilding is an industry where experience 

matters. Lessons learned on one project become 
part of the next. Over the years, that knowledge 
becomes ingrained in the way a company ap-
proaches design, fabrication, welding and con-
struction. 

At Eagle Fabrication, that experience is also 
part of a family legacy. 

The passing of knowledge from one genera-
tion to the next is one of the most rewarding as-
pects of a family-owned business. Tim Thomas 
helped build the foundation. Today, Matt Thomas 
and his crew are continuing that work while 
looking for ways to make things better; and that 
may be what sets Eagle Fabrication apart. 

Building What the Customer Needs 
In an industry where reliability matters, hav-

ing a fabrication partner who understands the 
job can be a tremendous advantage. 

Whether the need is a traditional inland river 
barge, a spud barge for a specialized project, or a 
custom vessel designed for a unique environ-
ment, Eagle Fabrication approaches each project 
with the same goal: build it right and build it for 
the work it needs to do. 

That philosophy has carried the company 
from its first barge in 1999 to its 100th barge 
and beyond. 

Today, Matt Thomas and the Eagle Fabrica-
tion crew continue to build on the foundation es-
tablished by Tim Thomas. They are carrying 
forward the knowledge of one generation while 
embracing the challenges of the next. 

What’s good to see from the family business 
side of things is that knowledge passed from 
one generation to the next. Matt Thomas and 
the crew at Eagle Fabrication are making 
changes to make things better and that is al-
ways needed in today’s economy.

Eagle Fabrication: Building on tradition, looking to the future

Graves County 
Economic Development 
(GCED) is proud to 
welcome its newest 
tenant, Freeman 
Automation, LLC, to the 

Hickory Industrial Park.
Freeman Automation 

is purchasing 5 acres in 
the Hickory Industrial 
Park near Mayfield, with 
plans to build a 4,000 

square-foot facility to 
house their expanding 
operation. They expect 
to add 10 new positions, 
bringing their total 
number of  jobs to 20 

over the life of  the 
project.

“Kentucky’s advanced 
manufacturing sector 
is paving the way for 
investment and quality 

job opportunities for 
communities across 
the entire state,” said 
Gov. Andy Beshear. 
“When a company 
chooses to expand its 

operation here in the 
commonwealth, it 

Freeman Automation coming to Hickory Industrial 
Park, bringing investment and new jobs

see FREEMAN, 
page C5
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By Scott Waggoner
KPI Writer

PADUCAH, Ky. — 
A major addition to 
Paducah’s riverfront is 
nearing completion as 
construction continues 
on the city’s new $10.4 
million excursion pier 
at Riverfront Park.

Funded through a 
BUILD grant from the 
U.S. Department of  
Transportation and a 
$3.5 million allocation 
from Kentucky 
lawmakers, the project 
is designed to enhance 
river tourism and 
create a welcoming 
gateway for visitors 
arriving by water.

 Subcontractor C.J. 
Mahan Construction 

is completing the 
massive structure, 
which measures 
approximately 200 
feet wide and 500 feet 
long. City leaders 
have already met with 
several cruise line 
representatives to 
discuss future docking 
agreements once the 
facility is operational.

The new pier may 
attract additional 
cruise ships to Paducah 
and encourage 
more visitors to 
explore the city’s 
downtown attractions, 
restaurants, and 
businesses.

The excursion pier 
is part of  a broader 
effort to improve 
the city’s riverfront 
experience. Schultz 

Park already features 
a transient boat 
dock, and additional 
improvements are 
underway, including 
new bus shelters near 
the National Quilt 
Museum, Walker 
Hall, and the Paducah 
Convention Center.

City officials are 
considering additional 
enhancements to 
further improve the 
riverfront area.

Local leaders believe 
the new excursion 
pier will strengthen 
Paducah’s position 
as a destination 
along the Ohio and 
Tennessee river 
systems while creating 
new opportunities for 
tourism and economic 
growth.

SUPPLYING DECK, CRANE, DOCK & 
FREIGHT BARGES FOR 85 YEARS.

L E A S E  O R  P U R C H A S E   Y O U R  N E X T  B A R G E  W I T H  D A U LT O N

Dan M. Frankum, President/CEO
Russell H. Smith, CFO

INFO@GLENNDAULTON.COM | 731.885.5600 | WWW.GLENNDAULTON.COM

Fleeting Locations:
Paducah, KY
Houma, LA
Houston, TX

load and unload railcars, so we 
can make multiple uses of  this.” 

Adkins [relating to 
infrastructure] said “I think 
the season that you’re seeing 
in Kentucky with record-
breaking economic development 
announcements is because of  the 
investment that’s been made in 
transportation modes, whether 
it’s on air, rail, road or here at 
riverports up and 

down this river.” 
This is following a 
string of  rural 
infrastructure 
announcements 
from KY 
Republicans over 
the past months. KY’s bipartisan 
support of  infrastructural 
development is certainly creating 
an interesting landscape in the 
State…given its past. 

In regards to the equipment, 
this piece of  machinery is called 
the Sennebogen 865E Hybrid 
material handler and is intended 
to supplement older equipment on 
industrial jobsites. This specific 
model is the 865 R-HD E-series 
Crawler and features a base 
with continuous tracks, similar 
to agricultural equipment like 
tractors and tanks used in the US 
Armed Forces. This allows the 
machine to move freely across 
the jobsite, increasing efficiency 
and operational expenses by a 
massive margin. It was purchased 
with help from state river grant 
programs including a $1.5 
million no-match grant through 
the Kentucky Public Riverport 

Construction and Maintenance 
(KPRCM). 

On the Sennebogen website it 
states “The SENNEBOGEN 865 
Hybrid impresses with state-
of-the-art machine technology, 
comfort and the best reliability. 
Benefit from the most modern 
recuperation technology on the 
market! With the SENNEBOGEN 
Green Hybrid System, you can 
reduce your energy consumption 
by up to 50%.”

For more information on 
Sennebogen and their various 
models of  industrial machinery, 
visit their website at https://

sennebogen-na.com/. For more 
information on HCRA, visit 

https://hendersonport.
com/

HCRA, 
from page C1

865 R-HD 
E-series Crawler. 
Sourced from 
Sennebogen 
website.

Paducah’s Riverfront 
taking a whole new look
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employers.
The region could also 

benefit from a proposed 
data center expected to 
be developed on DOE 
and privately owned 
property in McCracken 
County. Cooper said 
county leaders have 
been told the potential 
investment could reach 
$100 billion.

“Being infused into 
a region, that is life-
changing for future 
generations,” Cooper 
said.

He said Ballard 
County has spent 
about a decade 
working to create more 
local employment 
opportunities so young 
people will not have to 
leave the region after 
high school to find 
work.

Ballard County 
plans to compete for 
supporting businesses 

by promoting its lower 
utility and operating 
costs, low local tax rates 
and lack of  zoning and 
planning requirements.

Workforce 
preparation will be 
another important 
part of  that effort. 

Ballard County 
Schools has developed 
student pathways in 
health care, industrial 
maintenance, welding 
and agribusiness. West 
Kentucky Community 
and Technical College 
and Murray State 

University are also 
developing programs 
to prepare adults and 
recent graduates for 
positions connected to 
the DOE site.

Infrastructure 
Remains a Challenge

While opportunities 
are growing, Cooper 
said maintaining the 
roads and bridges 
needed by residents, 
farmers and businesses 
remains a major 
challenge.

Ballard County’s 
Fiscal Year 2027 County 
Road Aid allocation 
is $815,552—nearly 
$200,000 less than 
the previous budget 
year. Meanwhile, 
construction and 
material costs continue 
to rise.

A recently completed 
70-foot county bridge 
cost approximately 
$375,000. Cooper said 
the county has about 
four additional bridges 
that could cost a 

combined $1 million 
to replace if  they are 
closed.

“The road funding 
continually decreases, 
but our costs increase 
daily,” Cooper said.

Ballard County 
partnered with 
the Kentucky 
Transportation 
Cabinet and the seven 
other Purchase Area 
counties to apply 
for a $39 million 
U.S. Department of  
Transportation grant. 
If  awarded, the funding 
would help replace four 
Ballard County bridges.

Until more funding 
becomes available, 
thecounty may have 
to pursue additional 
grants, borrow 
money or install cross 
drains as temporary 
replacements to reopen 
roads.

Cooper said 
infrastructure 
investments are 
necessary for more 
than daily travel. They 

also help preserve 
existing jobs and 
allow local businesses 
to grow. Farmers 
sometimes assist the 
county by mowing 
roadways or grading 
gravel roads they 
regularly use.

“Any community 
wanting to help sustain 
business and grow 
existing business must 
take care of  existing 
infrastructure and look 
for ways to improve it,” 
Cooper said.

From the riverfront 
in Wickliffe to emerging 
opportunities near 
the DOE site, Ballard 
County is working 
to position itself  for 
growth. The goal is 
not only to recruit new 
companies, but also 
to strengthen existing 
employers, improve 
transportation and 
create opportunities 
that allow future 
generations to build 
their lives close to 
home.

BUILDS, 
from page C1

is a reflection of  the 
resources, workforce 
and business-friendly 
environment they have 
access to. The 20 good-
paying jobs created from 
this project represent 20 
Kentuckians who can 
continue providing for 
themselves and their 
families. I want to thank 
Freeman Automation for 
their belief  in Kentucky 
and look forward to their 
future success.”

Freeman Automation 
manufactures electrical 
control panels for 
industrial machinery. 
They combine 
engineering, fabrication, 
and field expertise to 
deliver projects for a 
range of  customers 
including municipal 
utilities, advanced 
manufacturing, 
public infrastructure, 
and commercial and 

industrial projects.
“We’re excited to 

make this investment 
in Graves County and 
establish Freeman 
Automation’s new home 
in the Hickory Industrial 
Park,” said Josh 
Freeman, president, 
Freeman Automation, 
LLC. “Our new facility 
will give us the room to 
expand our capabilities 
while providing a 
better environment 
for our employees and 
customers.”

“We would like 
to express our deep 
appreciation to the 
governor’s office and to 
the Kentucky Cabinet of  
Economic Development 
for their support, along 
with Jason Lemle 
with Graves County 
Economic Development, 
Mayor Kathy O’Nan, 
and Judge-Executive 
Jesse Perry for their 
support and assistance 
throughout this 
process,” Freeman 

added. “Their 
commitment to helping 
local businesses grow 
and invest in Graves 
County made a real 
difference in bringing 
this project together. 
We’re proud to make 
this investment here and 
look forward to being 
a part of  the continued 
growth and success of  
the community.”

Local leaders are 
excited to welcome 
Freeman Automation 
as the newest member 
of  the growing family 
of  highly specialized, 
advanced manufacturing 
companies to make their 
home in Graves County.

“Announcements like 
this are proof that our 
central location, highly 
trained workforce, 
and business-friendly 
policies are bringing 
investments and good 
jobs to Graves County,” 
said Judge-Executive 
Jesse Perry. “We 
welcome Freeman 

Automation and look 
forward to working 
closely with them in the 
future.”

Mayfield Mayor 
Kathy O’Nan echoed 
that welcome. “Every 
time a company elects 
to locate or expand in 
our community, they 
become an important 
part of  our economic 
future. We appreciate 
Freeman’s commitment 
and will honor it by 
continuing to work hard 
to make our community 
a great place to live and 
work,” said O’Nan. 

GCED President Jason 
Lemle said he is excited 
about this opportunity 
and grateful to the 
Kentucky Cabinet for 
Economic Development 
for their support of  
the project. “Freeman 
Automation is an ideal 
fit for Graves County,” 
said Lemle. “They 
already have several 
local customers here and 
I’m confident this move 

will help them achieve 
their business objectives. 
Working with the owner 
has been a tremendously 
positive experience, and 
I’m excited to be part of  
that journey.”

The Hickory 
Industrial Park, 
managed by GCED, is 
home to five businesses, 
staffed by more than 600 
employees.

Graves County 
Economic Development 
works to support 
local industry and 
create economic 
growth through 
the development of  
business and industry in 
Mayfield, Graves County 
and the surrounding 
area.

About Graves County 
Economic Development

Founded in 1981, 
Graves County 
Economic Development 
has become the 
driving force behind 
business expansion 
and development 

opportunities in the 
community. GCED 
continues to foster 
strong relationships 
with existing businesses 
and attracts new 
industry to Graves 
County. We strive to 
make our community a 
better place to work, live 
and raise a family.

About Freeman 
Automation, LLC 

Freeman Automation 
is a manufacturer 
of  electrical control 
panels for industrial 
machinery. We deliver 
integrated automation 
and electrical solutions 
that keep critical 
systems running 
efficiently and safely. 
We offer deep technical 
knowledge, field-tested 
craftsmanship, and a 
commitment to doing 
the job right. Learn 
more about Freeman 
Automation at www.
freemanautomation.
com.

FREEMAN, 
from page C2
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Paducah’s Four 
Rivers Legacy: 
How History Shaped a 

Modern Barge Industry

Mississippi and Ohio River Confluence

By Laurna Pruett
KPI Writer

Paducah, Kentucky, is more than just a river 
town—it is a strategic crossroads where four 
major waterways converge: the Ohio, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and Cumberland Rivers. This 
geographic advantage has shaped the region’s 
identity for nearly two centuries, transforming it 
into a hub of  commerce and industry that remains 
vital to the U.S. economy today.

The Origins: A River Town on the Rise
Founded in the early 19th century, Paducah 

quickly became a transportation and trade center 
thanks to its location at the confluence of  the Ohio 
and Tennessee Rivers. In the era before railroads 
dominated the landscape, rivers were the primary 
highways for goods and people. Steamboats 

see LEGACY, page C7
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became a common 
sight along the 
riverfront, carrying 
cotton, timber, 
livestock, and other 
goods to markets 
across the South and 
Midwest.

By the mid-1800s, 
Paducah’s river 
access made it an 
essential link in the 
nation’s expanding 
trade network. 
During the Civil 
War, its location 
was considered so 
strategic that Union 
forces occupied the 
city to control river 
traffic. The rivers 
were not just a means 
of  transportation—
they were lifelines 
for military 
logistics, commerce, 
and regional 
development.

Industrial Growth 
and the Barge Era

The 20th century 
ushered in a 
new era for river 
transport with the 
rise of  the barge 
industry. Unlike 
the steamboats, 
barges offered the 
capacity to carry 
massive quantities 
of  cargo—grain, 
coal, petroleum, 
and construction 
materials—more 
efficiently and at a 
lower cost than rail 
or truck transport.

Paducah emerged 
as a central hub for 
these operations. 
Its proximity to 
multiple rivers, 
including access 
to the Mississippi, 
positioned it as a 
gateway for goods 
moving from the 
Midwest to the 

Gulf  of  Mexico 
and beyond. The 
completion of  
locks and dams 
further enhanced 
navigability, making 
inland waterways a 
dependable mode of  
transport even during 
low-water seasons.

World War II and 
Postwar Expansion

World War II 
marked another 
turning point for 
Paducah’s river 
economy. The 
demand for steel, 
coal, and petroleum 
skyrocketed, and the 
inland waterways 
became critical to 
supplying America’s 
war machine. 
After the war, 
barge companies 
expanded operations, 
investing in fleets 
and infrastructure 
to meet growing 
demand from 
agriculture, energy, 
and manufacturing 
sectors.

The 1950s and 
1960s saw a surge in 
economic activity tied 
to river transport, 
with Paducah 
becoming home to 
shipyards, repair 
facilities, and a 
skilled workforce 
specializing in marine 
engineering. The 
region also attracted 
federal investment 
in navigation 
infrastructure, 
securing its role 
as a long-term 
transportation hub.

Today’s River 
Economy

In modern times, 
Paducah’s river 
heritage continues 
to power economic 
growth. The inland 
waterways remain 

one of  the most 
efficient, cost-
effective, and 
environmentally 
friendly methods 
of  freight 
transportation. 
Each barge can 
carry the equivalent 
of  70 truckloads, 
reducing congestion 
on highways and 
minimizing fuel 
consumption.

Companies 
based in the region 
provide essential 
services that keep 
the river economy 
moving. Barge 
operators, logistics 
firms, and marine 
service providers 
ensure goods flow 
smoothly from 
Kentucky to markets 
across the globe. 
These industries 
support thousands 
of  local jobs and 
drive investment 
in infrastructure, 
education, 
and workforce 
development.

A Legacy with a 
Future

Paducah’s history 
with the rivers is a 
story of  adaptation 
and resilience. 
From steamboats to 
barges, from the Civil 
War to the global 
marketplace, the 
city has leveraged 
its location and 
ingenuity to remain 
at the forefront of  
inland navigation. 
As new technologies 
and infrastructure 
projects continue to 
modernize the river 
system, Paducah 
stands as both a 
guardian of  a proud 
legacy and a leader 
in shaping the future 
of  America’s inland 
waterways.

LEGACY, 
from page C6
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• Sales and Service of 
Fire Extinguishers

• Fire Suppression 
Systems

• Employee Fire 
Training Programs

• Fire Alarm Systems

• Emergency Lighting

• Certified Technicians

1-800-348-9604  •  (270) 554-3473  •  FAX (270) 443-8652

1333 N. 8th Street  •  Paducah, KY 42001  •  firstlinefire.com

BARNES 
MARINE

SERVICE, LLC

FACEBOOK: Big John - Barnes Marine Towboat Services

1200 East 5th St. H Metropolis, IL
618-524-3845 • Hours: 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

Bakery  H Deli  H Meat
Produce  H Dairy  H Frozen

Beer & Wine  H Floral Big John’s  Metropolis • 618-524-8424
Barnes Marine Services • Paducah Ky.  270-557-7351

• Groceries •Supplies
• CODs and Personal Items

Orders: orders@bigjohngrocery.com
www.barnesmarineservices.com

Corps will dig dry conditions with 
finished Kentucky Lock cofferdam

Barney Schulte (Left), lead engineer for the Kentucky Lock Addition Project, confers 
with Jody Robinson, Contract Team lead at Western Kentucky Area Office, while 
standing on top of the completed cofferdam at the Kentucky Lock Addition Project 
March 22, 2021 on the Tennessee River in Grand Rivers, Kentucky. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Nashville District is constructing a new 110-foot by 1,200-foot 
navigation lock at the Tennessee Valley Authority project. 

(USACE Photo by Lee Roberts)

Mississippi River
Louisiana International 

Terminal: Federal permit 
approved for the new 
deepwater container 
terminal in St. Bernard 
Parish.

Osceola Harbor: $6.5 
million secured to extend 
the navigation channel 
3,000 feet.

Low-Water Inspections: 
Mississippi River 
Commission reviewed 
drought resilience and 
navigation restrictions at 
major ports.

Port of Gulfport: 
Channel deepening to 46 
feet continues through 
federal review.

Ohio River
Regulatory Changes: 

Huntington District will 
oversee Ohio’s Corps 
permitting statewide 
starting Oct. 1.

Brent Spence Bridge: 
River-based construction 
operations are underway 
at the Kentucky-side 
logistics hub.

Big Rivers Dredging: 
Maintenance dredging 
continues at D.B. Wilson 
through Sept. 18.

Cairo Port: The $300 
million container-on-
barge project continues 
pursuing federal and state 
funding.

Contentstack Inc.
One platform for 

content, workflows and 

publishingStructured 
content modeling, visual 
editing & AI-ready 
architecture in a single 
connected platform.

Louisiana International 
Terminal: Federal permit 
approved for the new 
deepwater container 
terminal in St. Bernard 
Parish.

Osceola Harbor: $6.5 
million secured to extend 
the navigation channel 
3,000 feet.

Low-Water Inspections: 
Mississippi River 
Commission reviewed 
drought resilience and 
navigation restrictions at 
major ports.

Port of Gulfport: 
Channel deepening to 46 
feet continues through 
federal review.

Regulatory Changes: 
Huntington District will 
oversee Ohio’s Corps 
permitting statewide 
starting Oct. 1.

Brent Spence Bridge: 
River-based construction 
operations are underway 
at the Kentucky-side 
logistics hub.

Big Rivers Dredging: 
Maintenance dredging 
continues at D.B. Wilson 
through Sept. 18.

Cairo Port: The $300 
million container-on-
barge project continues 
pursuing federal and state 
funding.

Cumberland River 
Port

Cumberland River 
Water Management: Corps 
continues balancing 
drought-related low water 
levels with navigation, 
hydropower and water-
supply needs 

River Infrastructure 
Maintenance: Corps crews 
continue maintenance 
work on locks and dams 
supporting Cumberland 
River navigation.

Cheatham Lock: The 
navigation lock remains 
a key link connecting 
Middle Tennessee 
commerce to the 
Mississippi River system.

Tennessee River Port
Navigation 

Maintenance: Corps 
maintenance crews 
continue supporting 
locks and dams along 
the Tennessee River to 
keep commercial traffic 
moving. 

Tennessee River 
Dredging: Navigation 
dredging remains an 
ongoing priority at 
shoaling locations along 
the river system.  

Paducah Riverfront: 
The major riverfront 
improvement project is 
nearing completion, with 
a September 2026 opening 
planned.  

Regional Navigation: 
The Tennessee River 

Mississippi and Ohio Rivers News Briefs
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Call Excell today!  270-443-5377

3803 Clarks River Rd  •  Paducah, KY  •  270.443.5377
www.excellmarine.com

MV Paul Klausen delivering windmill blades and containers.

• Line haul towing and chartering services on the Ohio, Upper and Lower 
Mississippi, Tennessee and Missouri rivers.

• Well-maintained and dependable towboats ranging from 2200-7200 HP 
ensuring timely and efficient delivery of cargoes. 

• Providing transportation, equipment, and repair services through their affiliate 
McGinnis, Inc.

Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

WE'RE HIRING!
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Hines Furlong’s: how a WWII Vet expanded the River Industry
By: Ciro Astarita
KPI Writer

Hines Furlong is a 
very well known and 
prominant fixture in 
the barge/river trans-
portation industry in 
the four river region.

It started as a family 
business–originally 
named “The Bowling 
Green and Evansville 
Packet Company”–
started by Captain 
Richard T. Williams 
and his three sons. 
Two of  the sons–Tom 
& Edgar Williams–
were Captains and 
Will Williams was 
their engineer.  To-
gether, they built a 

steamboat and began 
operations in the 
1870s. They transport-
ed passengers and 
goods from Evansville, 
TN to Paducah, KY, 
even stopping at popu-
lar tourist attractions 
like Mammoth Cave.

Later in 1940, 
grandson of  the 
founder–James R. 
Hines– formed James 
R. Hines & Company 
with T. C. Melton. 
They towed asphalt 
from Kyrock, KY to 
Bowling Green, KY on 
the Barren River.

James R. Hines had 
a son himself. His 
name was James G. 
Hines, making him 
the Great-Grandson of  

the originally Packet 
Company. He started 
working for his family 
at 14 and continued 
to help the business 
until he was enlist-
ed to serve in WWII 
after graduating high 
school in 1943.

The Rock Asphalt 
operation closed and 
the company entered 
the gasoline trans-
portation business by 
adding Gulf  Oil Com-
pany as a client. While 
James G. Hines was 
serving, the business 
continued to grow.

Eventually, James 
G. Hines returned 
from his service. 
In 1946, He took 15 
thousand dollars from 

his time in the Armed 
Forces and savings 
from his river work 
to help create ‘James 
R. Hines’ Corpora-
tion with his father, 
who already had his 
boat ‘The New Ha-
nover(100p)’ and a 
wooden asphalt barge. 
There barge was then 
replaced with a mas-
sive steel tank barge. 
They later purchased 
two more vessels, in-
creasing their fleet of  
purchased and char-
tered tank barges.

Later, The compa-
ny was formed into 
Hines Furlong Line 
Inc.(HFL) and was 
incorporated in 2004 
by Kent E. Furlong, 

the Grandson of  
James G. Hines. Since 
then, they purchased 
the assets of  Hunter 
Marine Transports 
Inc. of  Nashville, TN 

in 2017 and acquired 
the Campbell Trans-
portation Company, 
Inc River Division in 
Januray, 2026.

M/V John J. Kelley(320 hp). Photo from Hines Furlong Line

+1 (615) 352-6935

Forward

M/V Glenn A. Hendon, named in honor of Hines Furlong Line Chief Operating Officer 

Glenn A. Hendon, has undergone a full refurbishment—celebrating renewed capabilities 

and a career defined by leadership, integrity, and strong relationships. The vessel’s 

upgrades reinforce HFL’s appreciation for Glenn Hendon’s service as well as a  

commitment to safety, reliability, and crew comfort. 

ForwardForwardForwardForward
A Legacy That is 
Moving the Industry

CORPORATE OFFICE: NASHVILLE, TN | KY VESSEL OPERATIONS OFFICE: PADUCAH, KY

HINESFURLONGLINE .COM +1 (615) 352-6935
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downtown mayfield, ky

GLOWING FLOATS, COSTUMES, 
CANDY, GLOW STICKS…OH MY! 
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!

SCAN THIS QR CODE TO STAY UP TO 
DATE WITH THE PARADE ON  

FACEBOOK.

4231 Hansen Road
Paducah, KY

192 Deer Path Lane
Paducah, KY

$556,000

345 Rosewood Drive
Paducah, KY 

$345,00
(Next to FURKIDS)

$825,000

MLS# 128686

Suzy Gilland / Realtor
270-556-3697

Suzy
Gilland

suzygilland@gmail.com

MLS# 135617 MLS# 137585

72 Holt Rd
Kuttawa, KY

$299,000

MLS# 26016902

5073 Hill Terrace
Paducah, KY

$229,500

MLS# 136714

Motivated Seller

10 Acres

Great Neighborhood

Community Ventures Breaks Ground on Cannonball Run 
Subdivision, Bringing New Housing to Tornado-Impacted Cayce 

7 home development represents another step in Fulton Co.’s long-term recovery & investment in rural housing 

SUBMITTED

CAYCE, Ky. 
—  Community 
Ventures joined state 
and local officials, 
funding partners and 
community members 
Wednesday to break 
ground on Cannonball 
Run, a new seven-
homesite residential 
development in Cayce 
that will expand 
housing opportunities 
while advancing 
the Fulton County 
community’s long-
term recovery from 
the 2021 tornado. 

The project 
represents years of 
collaboration among 
Community Ventures, 
Fulton County 
and state, federal, 
regional and local 
partners to acquire 
property, secure 
resources, navigate 
environmental 
and development 
requirements, and 
prepare the site for 
new housing. 

“The measure of 
this project will be 
the homes that rise 
here and the families 
who make their 
lives inside them,” 
said Bart Horne, 
president of real 
estate development for 
Community Ventures. 
“We’re humbled by 
this community’s 
trust and grateful for 
the opportunity to 
help deliver on it.” 

Public investment 
supporting 
Cannonball Run 
includes Community 

Development 
Block Grant–
Disaster Recovery 
resources from the 
U.S. Department 
of Housing and 
Urban Development 
through the Kentucky 
Department for 
Local Government, 
as well as support by 
Kentucky Housing 
Corporation and the 
Rural Housing Trust 
Fund. Community 
Ventures also 
recognized Fulton 
County Fiscal 
Court, the Purchase 
Area Development 
District, and the 
public, nonprofit 
and private partners 
whose cooperation 
helped advance the 
development. 

Fulton County 
Judge-Executive Jim 
Martin emphasized 
both the time required 
for disaster recovery 
and the importance of 
cooperation between 
the county and 
Community Ventures. 

“I remember 
standing out in this 
road looking at this 
rugged property and 
these old, dilapidated 
houses that the 
tornado had smashed 
around and thinking, 
‘I wonder if we’ll 
ever do anything 
with this?’” Martin 
said. “You have to 
buy land. You have 
to go through the 
grants process. You 
have to go through 
the environmental 
process. It just takes a 
lot of time. But we’re 

here today, and we’re 
ready to go.” 

Martin described 
his vision for what the 
property will become. 

“I want to look over 
here and see children 
out here in the street 
riding bicycles,” he 
said. “I want to see 
houses. I want to 
see neighbors being 
neighbors to other 
people. That is the 
dream of this project.” 

Sen. Jason Howell, 
who represents 
Fulton County and 
grew up in the area, 
emphasized the need 
for quality housing 
as the county works 
to retain families and 
strengthen schools, 
workforce and 
industry. 

“We can’t have 
people staying home, 
and we can’t have 
people moving here 
and bringing families 
into our communities 
and into our schools, 
without a good place 
to live,” Howell said. 

Howell also stressed 
the importance 
of public-private 
collaboration in 
addressing Kentucky’s 
housing needs. 

“There aren’t any 
silver-bullet answers,” 
he said. “There are a 
lot of things that we 
have to do. Public-
private partnerships 
and groups like 
Community Ventures 
are absolutely 
essential to this 
process.” 

Mark Welch, 
president of the 

Fulton-Hickman 
Counties Economic 
Development 
Partnership and a 
Community Ventures 
board member, 
described housing as 
fundamental economic 
infrastructure. 

“For those of us 
working in economic 
development, we 
see every day 
how housing is a 
foundation of a strong 
local economy,” Welch 
said. “When a family 
considers staying 

here or moving here, 
they’re asking: ‘Can I 
build a good life here? 
Is there a home for 
my family? Is this a 

see VENTURES, 
page C15
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135 Allegheny Rd Gilbertsville, KY $1,399,800

27 Paradise Point, Gilbertsville, KY $368,000

718 Marina Village Dr. Grand Rivers, KY $610,000

1875 State Route 384, Mayfield, KY $312,000

Jennif� Palm� Realty

643 Whitney Dr, Paducah, KY $425,000

By Laurna Pruett
KPI Writer

A dream that began in 
middle school will soon 
bring Dr. Alexandra 
“Lexie” Oldham, DMD, 
to Western Kentucky.

Oldham will join 
Warmath Family 
Dentistry, located 
at 2418 New Holt 
Road in Paducah, 
and Ballard Family 
Dentistry, located at 
148 E. Kentucky Drive 
in La Center. She will 
begin seeing patients 
in September and 
will provide general 
dentistry services for 
the entire family.

A graduate of  Todd 
County Central High 
School, Oldham knew 
by middle school 
that she wanted to 

become a dentist. 
While in high school, 
she participated in 
ULEAD, the University 
of  Louisville’s early-
admission program for 
high school students. 
Through the program, 
she interviewed for 
early admission to 
dental school and began 
preparing for her future 

career.
Oldham earned a 

Bachelor of  Arts degree 
from the University 
of  Louisville before 
completing four 
additional years at the 
university’s School of  
Dentistry. Her education 
combined academics, 
technology, community 
involvement and hands-
on training. During 
her final two years, 
she treated patients 
while continuing her 
classroom work.

Oldham graduated 
among the top 10 
students in her dental 
class, but reaching that 
point required long and 
demanding days.

“The hardest part was 
balancing the hands-on 
and academic portion of  
school,” Oldham said. 

“Some days I would 
come home exhausted, 
but knowing that I was 
working toward moving 
back home to Western 
Kentucky always kept 
me motivated. I am so 
happy to be back and to 
be near family again.”

Oldham is married to 
Ballard County native 
Jarret Oldham. The 
couple welcomed a son 
this year and wanted to 
return to the area where 
Jarret grew up so their 
family could remain 
close to relatives.

Caring for children 
is one area of  dentistry 
Oldham especially 
enjoys. She believes a 
child’s earliest visits to 
the dentist can shape 
how that person views 
dental care for years to 
come.

“I love working with 
kids and making an 
effort to make their first 
dental experiences a 
positive memory,” she 
said. “How they are 
treated as a child can 
affect how they view 
the dental office for the 
rest of  their life, so it is 
important to me that 
we try to make them 
feel as comfortable as 
possible.”

Oldham is also 
looking forward 
to providing more 

procedures within the 
offices, giving patients 
additional opportunities 
to receive treatment 
from a dentist they 
already know and 
trust rather than being 
referred elsewhere.

She understands that 
many patients enter 
a dental office feeling 
nervous, embarrassed 
or worried that they will 
be judged. Her goal is to 
replace that fear with 
trust.

“I hope they feel 
welcome, cared for 
and know that they 
are never being 
judged,” Oldham said. 
“I always make my 
recommendations 
based on what I would 
recommend to a family 
member.”

She said the overall 
goal is to help patients 
feel good about their 
smiles while building 
a strong foundation for 
long-term oral health.

For Oldham, serving 
a smaller community 
also means taking time 
to listen and involving 
patients in their care.

“I think for smaller 
communities, it is 
important that health 
care professionals make 
the patients feel heard,” 
she said. “I think it’s 
important to make 

decisions together that 
balance what the patient 
wants and the best care 
available.”

Her desire to help 
others was also 
evident during her 
time at UofL. Oldham 
served as a student 
liaison for raiseRED 
Dance Marathon, 
the university’s 
largest student-
run philanthropic 
organization. Its efforts 
benefit the Norton 
Children’s Cancer 
Institute and the UofL 
School of  Medicine. 
The organization is also 
part of  the national 
Miracle Network Dance 
Marathon movement 
supporting children 
facing serious illnesses.

Outside of  dentistry, 
Oldham enjoys spending 
time with her family, 
hiking, kayaking, 
crafting and taking 
part in almost anything 
outdoors.

As she prepares to 
meet local patients, 
Oldham wants people to 
know that her concern 
for them does not end 
when they leave the 
dental chair.

“I went into dentistry 
wanting to help others,” 
she said. “The most 
important thing to me 
is working with the 
patients and helping 
them reach their goals. I 
want them to know that 
I’m here for them and 
that I think about them 
and their case even 
when I’m home.”

Warmath Family 
Dentistry’s Paducah 
location is open Tuesday 
through Friday. Ballard 
Family Dentistry in La 
Center is open Monday 
through Wednesday.

Dr. Alexandra Oldham returns to Western 
Kentucky to care for local families



WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389	 Friday, September 4, 2026  C13

COLOR
HEALTH

CONGRATULATES

Chustz-Treece Group
for being named to 
Forbes’ 2025 Best-in-State Wealth Management Teams
(270) 908-0633 | 2190 New Holt Road, Suite C | Paducah, Kentucky 42001

Pictured left to right: 
Sally Teague, Client Service Associate 
Elliot Treece, First Vice President/Investments 
Lacey Metzger, Client Service Associate 
Adam Chustz, CDFA®, Senior Vice President/Investments 
Hanna Rhinehart, Client Service Associate

Forbes’ Best-in-State Wealth Management Teams rankings are based on the 12-month period ending March 31 of 
the year prior to publication and selected by SHOOK Research, LLC from a pool of nominations as indicated in the 
methodology. The rankings may not be representative of any one client’s experience and are not indicative of the 

financial advisor’s future performance. For more information, see www.stifel.info/award-disclosures.

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated 
Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com

Contact: Carla Bridges • 270.559.8425
Your Real Estate Professional

carlabridges@gmail.com

$459,900

1114 BROADWAY, PADUCAH
MLS 132732. COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, 2 STORIES,          

11-20 SHARED PARKING

500 S 17TH, PADUCAH
MLS 134644. COMMERCIAL PROPERTY, 21-50 PARKING 

CAPACITY, SINGLE STORY

$1,399,000 

2836 JAMES SAND-
ERS BLVD, PADUCAH               

MLS 134672. COMMERCIAL LAND. IN 
CITY LIMITS, PUBLIC ROAD ACCESS,   

450 FT ROAD FRONTAGE

$2,450,000 

150 PIEDMONT LN, 
CAMBRIDGE SHORES

2 LAKE LOTS. MLS 26020401. 
KENTUCKY LAKE LIVING AT ITS BEST

$175,900 $389,900

40 LINDSEY LN, 
SYMSONIA

MLS. 26021386. 3 BEDROOMS, 2 
BATHS, 3,345 SQ. FT. TIMELESS CHARM

MURRAY, KY – 
Murray-Calloway 
County Hospital 
(MCCH) is pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of  Valerie 
Bryant as Chief  
Financial Officer (CFO).

Bryant brings 
extensive healthcare 
financial leadership 
experience to MCCH, 
including 15 years 
of  service as a Chief  
Financial Officer for 
hospitals in Michigan, 
Illinois, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee. 
Throughout her career, 
she has developed a 
strong background in 
healthcare finance, 
financial strategy, and 
operational leadership.

As CFO, Bryant 
will oversee MCCH’s 
financial operations, 
including budgeting, 
financial planning and 
reporting, revenue 
cycle management, 
and other key financial 
functions. As a member 
of  the hospital’s 
executive leadership 
team, she will also help 
guide financial strategy 
and support MCCH’s 
continued growth 
and investment in 
healthcare services for 

the region.

“We are excited to 
welcome Valerie to 
the Murray-Calloway 
County Hospital 
leadership team,” 
said Reba Celsor, 
CEO of  MCCH. “Her 
extensive healthcare 
financial experience, 
strategic insight, 
and understanding 
of  the challenges 
facing community 
hospitals will be 
tremendous assets to 
our organization. Just 
as importantly, Valerie 
shares our commitment 
to ensuring MCCH 
remains strong, 
independent, and 
positioned to continue 
serving this community 
for generations to 
come.”

Most recently, 
Bryant served at 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center’s 
Clarksville hospital. 
Her healthcare career 
has included financial 
leadership roles with 
hospitals across four 
states, giving her a 
broad perspective 
on the opportunities 
and challenges 
facing healthcare 
organizations today.

Bryant holds 
a Bachelor of  
Accountancy and a 
Master of  Business 
Administration with 
a specialization in 
Finance from Walsh 
College of  Accountancy 
and Business 
Administration in Troy, 
Michigan.

Originally from 
Michigan, Bryant 
currently resides in 
Clarksville, Tennessee, 
and plans to relocate 
to Murray in the 
near future. She and 
her husband, who 
were high school 
sweethearts, have been 
married for 37 years 
and have two adult 
children, a son and 
daughter, who reside in 
Michigan. 

MCCH welcomes 
Valerie Bryant to its 
executive leadership 
team and looks forward 
to the experience and 
leadership she brings 
to the organization and 
community.

For more 
information, contact 
the Marketing 
Department at 
270.762.1382, or visit 
our website at www.
murrayhospital.org.

About Murray-
Calloway County 
Hospital

Murray-Calloway 
County Hospital 
is a not-for-profit, 
community-owned 
hospital dedicated to 
providing outstanding 
healthcare services 
to Murray and the 

surrounding region. 
With a commitment 
to excellence and 
compassion, MCCH 
offers a full range 
of  medical services 
to meet the needs of  
patients and families 
across Western 
Kentucky and 
Northwest Tennessee.

Murray-Calloway County Hospital welcomes 
new Chief Financial Officer, Valerie Bryant
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130 Lone Oak Road  l  Paducah, KY
270-443-9099

broadwaydentalcarepaducah.com

Dr. James Hunt Dr. Ethan Shelton

OFFERING:
• General Dentistry
• Crowns, Dentures, Bridges
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Root Canals
• Veneers
• Periodontal Services
• Preventative Care
• Teeth Whitening
• Tooth Colored Fillings

Call for your appointment 
today!

A community is 
comprised of  various 
resources that 
coalesce to make it 
unique. Businesses 
are important 
components of  
that formula, 
and successful 
enterprises increase 
the chances a 
community will 
thrive. According 
to the business 
development experts 
at WSB, businesses 
help support 
and diversify a 
community property 
tax base, provide 
goods and services 
for existing and 
future residents, 
and contribute 
to a strong, local 
economy. There’s 
much to gain from 
a thriving local 
business sector, and 
communities can help 

them thrive and grow 
in various ways.

• Prioritize 
shopping at local 
businesses. Before 
making purchases 
online or at big-box 
retailers, shoppers 
can explore the 
offerings closer 
to home. Local 
businesses often have 
high-quality items 
that cannot be found 
elsewhere.

• Choose local 
restaurants. When 
searching for places 
to enjoy a meal, 
community members 
can select local 
restaurants instead 
of  chains. They 
also can purchase 
gift cards to local 
restaurants when 
gifting others.

• Encourage 
and support 
small business 

partnerships. 
According to 
research by Faire, 
an online wholesale 
marketplace, 
a majority of  
retailers are focused 
on establishing 
partnerships with 
other local businesses 
to set them apart 

from larger 
competitors. Shared 
loyalty programs, 
co-hosted events and 
joint promotions 
are popular ways 
that businesses 
can benefit from 
partnerships. 
Community chambers 
of  commerce can 

promote such efforts 
and residents can 
support them by 
patronizing these 
companies.

• Influence 
local sourcing. 
While patronizing 
local businesses, 
consumers can 
suggest options to 

influence businesses’ 
own purchasing 
decisions and 
encourage them 
to prioritize local 
suppliers and 
products.

• Be informed 
about local policies. 
Community members 
should advocate for 
policies that are 
favorable to local 
businesses and 
entrepreneurs. This 
can create a diverse 
and robust local 
economy.

The relationship 
between community 
members and 
local businesses 
is symbiotic. Each 
provides benefits to 
the other and the 
relationship can be 
nurtured to grow a 
strong local business 
community. 

How communities can help to grow local businesses
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community with a 
future?’ Cannonball 
Run helps us answer 
yes to all of those 
questions.” 

“Seven new homes 
will not solve every 
housing challenge in 
our region, but they 
will be tangible proof 
that this community 
can meet a need, bring 
the right partners 

together, secure 
resources and move 
from planning to 
construction,” Welch 
added. 

The development’s 
name was inspired 
by Cayce’s railroad 
heritage and the 
community’s 
connection to 
legendary railroad 
engineer Casey Jones, 
who grew up in the 
area. Horne said the 
connection reflects 

“service, courage, 
responsibility, and 
remembering where 
you came from when 
you move forward in 
life.” 

The August 12 
ceremony included 
remarks from Horne, 
Howell, Martin and 
Welch, followed 
by a ceremonial 
groundbreaking. 
Community 
representatives, local 
officials, economic-

development partners, 
contractors, school 
representatives and 
other community 
stakeholders were 
among those in 
attendance. 

Construction of 
Cannonball Run will 
turn the seven planned 
homesites into new 
opportunities for 
families to establish 
roots in Cayce while 
contributing to 
the community’s 

ongoing recovery and 
economic future. 

Individuals 
interested in 
Cannonball Run or 
other Community 
Ventures housing 
and homeownership 
opportunities may 
contact Joshua Wessel 
at jwessel@cvky.org. 

About Community 
Ventures 

Through 
partnerships 
and community-

based investment, 
Community Ventures 
empowers individuals, 
families and 
communities to build 
stronger financial 
futures by expanding 
access to opportunities 
including housing, 
homeownership, 
lending and business 
development, creating 
sustainable economic 
opportunities in 
communities across 
Kentucky.

VENTURES, 
from page C11

How to master remote work
Remote working 

might not be as 
common as it was 
during the height 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic, when 
a significant 
percentage 
of working 
professionals were 
required to work 
from home as a 
safety precaution. 
A 2025 report from 
Wow Remote Teams 
estimated that 22 
percent of American 
workers would 
spend the year 
working remotely, 
while the staffing 
and recruitment 
experts at Robert 
Half anticipated 
four in 10 workers 
being afforded some 
amount of remote 
work opportunities 
in 2025.

Those figures 
might be a far cry 
from remote work 
statistics earlier 
in the decade, but 
they still indicate 
that a significant 
percentage of 
professionals are 
spending at least 
some, if not all, 
of their workday 
working from home. 
Working from home 
poses some unique 
challenges that are 
not necessarily 
present when 
commuting to an 

office each day. A few 
simple strategies can 
help remote workers 
overcome the unique 
issues that may arise 
when working from 
home.

• Schedule each 
day. A work calendar 
that includes daily 
tasks and meetings 
can help remote 
workers stay the 
course and avoid 
succumbing to 
distractions present 
at home that are 
not around in a 
typical office. In 
addition to listing 
tasks and meetings, 

add goals to a daily 
schedule, which 
can keep remote 
workers motivated 
to continue working 
during lulls in the 
workday.

• Minimize in-
office distractions. 
Remote workers 
who spend enough 
time working from 
home to merit a 
separate home office 
space should do 
what’s necessary to 
minimize in-office 
distractions. For 
instance, a television 
in a home office 
can be a needless 

distraction that 
remote workers may 
turn on even when 
they have a full day’s 
work on their plate. 
Additional creature 
comforts also can be 
nice but distracting. 
Minimizing such 
distractions in a 
home office can 
ensure remote 
workers are as 
productive at home 
as they were when 
they commuted to an 
office each day.

• Stay in touch. 
One of the hurdles 

companies face when 
allowing workers 
to work from home 

is maintaining 
open lines of 
communication 
between staff 
members. 
Remote workers 
should prioritize 
communication 
with colleagues and 
coworkers even 
if they no longer 
see them each day. 
Identify ways to 
remain in touch 
so productivity 
does not suffer 
and projects are 
completed on time 
and up to par. Utilize 
communication 
channels such as 
email, messaging 

apps, text messaging, 
and Zoom to 
remain connected 
with colleagues. 
Management 
personnel can 
consider daily or 
weekly meetings with 
necessary personnel 
to ensure workflow 
is not suffering and 
confirm everyone 
is on the same page 
with projects and 
expectations.

• Remain flexible. 
Flexibility is often 
cited as part of the 
appeal of remote 
work, but remote 
workers must 
recognize that’s 
a two-way street. 
If employers and 
supervisors allow 
remote workers flex 
hours and other 
perks exclusive to 
working from home, 
then that flexibility 
must be reciprocated 
when the need 
arises. A willingness 
to work some late 
nights or even 
weekend hours is a 
good tradeoff for the 
benefits of working 
from home.

Remote working 
remains a fact of 
life for millions of 
workers, who can 
employ various 
strategies to remain 
productive when 
working from home.

If it Matters to YOU,  
It Matters to US!

Call to advertise TODAY! 270.442.7389
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Kentucky Dept. of 
Agriculture

The placement of  
data centers has been 
a heated topic in 
several communities 
across Kentucky 
in recent months, 
not only because of  
their utility needs 
and noise, but also 
because of  the land — 
sometimes farmland 
— they are targeting.

Kentucky 
Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell said 
recently that his 
office is working to 
make sure citizens 
have answers to many 
of  the uncertainties 
surrounding the 
projects, including 
who owns the 
companies.

“The biggest 
concern that we 
have is around the 
unknown of  who has 
ownership of  the 
companies, and then 
also around taking 
prime farmland out 
of  commission,” 
Shell said. “So 
what we have been 
focused on, and 
this is whether it’s 
been solar projects, 
wind projects, or 
data centers that 
are coming in now, 
is that we’re seeing 
an extreme use 
around electricity 
rates, we’re seeing 
potential property 
value increases, and 
then we’re also seeing 

farmland being taken 
up for purposes 
that are other than 
farmland. So what 
we want to do is to 
make sure that we 
give and help procure 
as much information 
as possible for a local 
community to make 
the decision that’s 
best for them.”

Shell, however, said 
his office is not anti-
data centers.

“What we want is 
the correct policies 
being put in place 
so that there is as 
little negative impact 
for the future as 
possible,” Shell said, 
“because what we 
recognize is a couple 
of  things: One, we’re 
in competition with 
China for the data 
race that’s out there 
right now. And from 
a national security 
standpoint, these 
things are going to 
have to be developed 
and built here in 
America, the same as 
they are other places. 
And we want to make 
sure that they are 
American-owned data 
centers that are here.

“I have a pretty 
hard stance on that, 
that we should have 
American-owned 
data centers that are 
here that’s American 
data that’s owned by 
American citizens.”

Shell said, in 
addition to having a 
clear understanding 
of  what entities own 

the data centers, his 
office wants to make 
sure there are no 
negative impacts on 
the state’s citizens.

“We have to make 
sure that we protect 
the residents of  a 
community as much 
as possible from 
negative effects, 
whether it be the tax 
base or whether it is 
increased electricity 
rates or whether 
it’s around property 
values increasing,” 
Shell said. “So it’s 
one thing for a 
company to come 
in and promise all 
these beautiful things 
from tax bases to 
new schools and new 
buses. But we want to 
make sure that those 
things are true. And 
then the third thing 
is looking at this 
expensive technology 
that’s inside, 
especially around 
property values, of  
having these located 
in communities, of  
making sure that it 
doesn’t negatively 
impact unduly 
from where they’re 
located.

“So we’re putting 
together some 
proposals that we 
want the legislature 
to look at around 
disclosure of  
ownership, around 
negative impact 
statements for 
communities, and 
then around new 

zoning regulations 
that potentially could 
be considered for 
local citizens and 
local governments to 
be able to consider, 
because we also know 
that this is data we all 
use every single day. 
And we’ve got to have 
the information, the 
ability to use it.”

Shell said those 
in agriculture often 
embrace technology 
early because of  how 
it helps offset labor 
issues.

“We can’t get 
enough people to 
work on the farm,” 
he said. “We need 
technology to 
increase the ability 
for us to increase 
yields and have 
market availability 
and be able to play in 
a global (economy) 
that we live in to date. 
And so when we talk 
about data centers, 
we’re not trying to 
be anti-data center 
to the point that they 
can’t exist. What we 
want to make sure of  
is that local officials 

have the information 
that they need in 
order to make the 
best decision and put 
them where people 
want them.”

Shell said he’s 
encouraged that 
many of  the projects 
announced have been 
at previous industrial 
sites. However, it 
hasn’t erased his 
concern about the 
potential loss of  
farmland.

“I think it’s a 
concern, because 
what we’re seeing is 
these data centers 
don’t require the 
amount of  acreage 
that these companies 
are buying in many 
cases,” Shell said. 
“You know, a lot of  
these data centers 
can go on 3 to 15 
acres, but they’re 
buying 500. And a 
lot of  places where 
they’re going is 
extremely prime 
areas for farming 
operations.”

When it comes to 
losing farmland, 
Shell said he’s more 
concerned about the 
impact from solar 
farms.

“They need 
thousands of  acres, 
a lot of  ground, and 
once you remove that 
ground and you move 
it around, it doesn’t 
come back,” he said. 
“But it doesn’t seem 
like the pushback 
is as high on solar 
farms as it is data 

centers.”
Shell said the best 

way to calm concerns 
about the potential 
impact of  data 
centers is to erase 
the unknowns about 
them in residents’ 
minds.

“I think people are 
just uncomfortable 
because of  the 
unknown, and 
whether it’s false 
information or 
true information, 
there’s just a lot of  
misinformation ... 
that’s out there,” he 
said. “We need more 
information on how 
these things are being 
built, how they’re 
being run, and what 
the effects of  them 
may be in the future. 
But as far as seeing 
the need for them, we 
see the need. I’m not 
going to say I’m all 
in. But there is a need 
for them.

“We just want to be 
cautious in how we 
move forward. But 
we do definitely see a 
need for them in the 
race internationally, 
for national security, 
to be able to have the 
data. But we have to 
make the right and 
the smart decisions 
with these, in our 
rural communities 
especially.”

This article 
was written by 
Scott Hagerman, 
Messenger-Inquirer. 

Ag commissioner looking into data centers

Jonathan Shell

Keeneland’s 
Championship Sale 
during Breeders’ Cup 
week will take place 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 
at historic Castleton, 
which will itself  be 
the final lot of  the 
evening, according 
to a press release 
from Keeneland 
on Wednesday 
afternoon.

The auction 
team will offer 
the farm–listed by 
Bluegrass Sotheby’s 
International Realty–
marking a first-of-its-
kind collaboration 
between the two 
entities.

The third annual 
Championship Sale 
will once again allow 
buyers access to 
unique offerings, 

including fractional 
interests in Breeders’ 
Cup contenders, 
stallion shares, 
breeding rights, elite 
broodmares, racing 
prospects and other 
rare offerings.

“Every year, we 
ask ourselves how 
we can push the 
Championship 
Sale forward, 
giving our guests 
an unforgettable 
event and buyers 
something they 
can’t find anywhere 
else,” Keeneland 
President and CEO 
Shannon Arvin 
said. “This year’s 
auction promises to 
be exceptional, set 
against one of  the 
most picturesque 
backdrops in the 

Bluegrass, and 
closing the evening 
with the offering 
of  Castleton. These 
historic moments 
are what make the 
Championship Sale so 
special.”

Founded in 1793 by 
John Breckinridge, 
Castleton is one of  

the Bluegrass’ oldest 
and most storied 
horse farms, its 
roots reaching back 
to the beginning of  
the nation. The farm 
rose to prominence 
in the late 19th 
century, producing 
1896 Kentucky 
Derby winner Ben 

Brush among other 
champions.

Today, under the 
stewardship of  the 
Ryan family, the farm 
continues that legacy.

“We have been 
blessed to be part of  
Castleton’s history, 
and I would welcome 
whoever takes over 
those reins to wrap 
their arms around 
this place and truly 
enjoy it,” said current 
Castleton owner 
Shane Ryan. “If  
possible, live here–
live here full-time. 
Make it your home 
and enjoy every 
moment of  it. It’s 
only when you spend 
even a little time 
here that you begin 
to understand what 
makes the farm so 

extraordinary. Enjoy 
the grande dame that 
is Castleton.”

To learn more 
about the Keeneland 
Championship Sale, 
including details for 
prospective sellers 
and pre-registration 
for remote and in-
person bidding, visit 
www.Keeneland.com.

For more 
information on 
Castleton, visit 
www.BGSIR.com or 
contact listing agent 
Ken Donworth at 
kdonworth@bgsir.
com or (859) 983-9933.

Additional 
details about the 
Championship Sale, 
including equine 
offerings, will be 
announced.

Historic Castleton on offer during Keeneland 
Championship Sale October 28

Castleton Greek Revival Mansion 
| courtesy of Keeneland
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American Farm 
Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall 
commented today on 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) announcement 
regarding small 
refinery exemptions, 
which impact biofuel 
demand by exempting 
refineries from 
blending renewable 
fuel as required under 
the Renewable Fuel 
Standard.

“Renewable 
fuels have been a 
tremendous success 
story for the country 
and the rural economy. 
They reduce our 
country’s dependence 
on foreign oil, lower 

prices at the pump for 
consumers, support 
farm income, and 
provide good-paying 
jobs in rural America.

“While we have 
concerns about 
granting any small 
refinery exemptions 
that undercut a strong 
domestic biofuels 
market for farmers, 
we are pleased to see 
EPA’s commitment 
to 100% reallocation 
of  exempted volumes 
before the end of  
October. Reallocation 
is necessary to 
maintain robust 
demand for American 
grown crops. We called 
on the president to 
carefully consider the 

impact of  changes 
to the Renewable 
Fuel Standard that 
would destabilize this 
important market, and 
we’re pleased that our 
concerns were heard.

“Farmers are proud 
to answer the call to 
help meet America’s 
energy needs. Farm 
Bureau looks forward 
to working with 
the administration 
to ensure 100% 
reallocation of  
exempted renewable 
fuel volumes, 
strengthening the 
biofuels market that 
supports America’s 
farmers while moving 
our country closer to 
energy independence.”

Farmers respond to EPA Biofuels announcement



C18  Friday, September 4, 2026	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389

COLOR
AGRI NEWS

B - COLOR

BUY, SELL, AND TRADE DAILY

815-889-4191 or Fax 815-889-5365
301 E. Frederick St. H Milford, ILHJim Mowrey

815-471-9610
Jon Mowrey

815-471-4191

For more information on auctions, 
like us on Facebook, Twitter, 
or text Mowrey to 33222 for 

notifications!

License #044000247 • Jon Mowrey License #41000416

Online bidding by Level. Go to mowreyauction.com 
and click bid online to sign up today!

www.mowreyauction.com

Auctions start at 8:00 A.M. CST

NEXT AUCTION - SEPT. 16
FINAL AUCTION FOR 2026 WILL BE HELD IN DECEMBER

$350,000.00

FRANKFORT, 
Ky. – Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell hosted 
the third annual 
Commissioner’s Farm 
to Fork Benefit Dinner 
on Wednesday, Aug. 
19, at the Kentucky 
Exposition Center in 
Louisville. 

The event raised 
funds to provide 
Kentucky State Fair 
and agricultural 
tourism experiences 
for foster children 
and families 
through Kentucky 
Court Appointed 
Special Advocates 
(CASA) and the 
Kentucky Exposition 
Foundation. 

 Proceeds from 
the dinner will 
help provide foster 

children and families 
with memorable 
experiences that 
many might not 
otherwise have, 
including a day at 
the Kentucky State 
Fair complete with 
food and rides, 
West Kentucky 
4-H Camp, fall 
festivals, and other 
agricultural tourism 
opportunities. 

Since launching in 
2024, the program has 
served nearly 1,000 
foster children and 
families across the 
Commonwealth. 

 “There was no 
better way to kick off  
the Kentucky State 
Fair than by bringing 
people together 
around a table filled 
with Kentucky Proud 

products while 
supporting children 
and families across 
the Commonwealth,” 
Commissioner Shell 
said. “Kentucky 
CASA gives 
vulnerable children a 
voice when they need 
it most. We’re proud 
to help advance that 
mission and create 
opportunities for the 
families they serve.”

 The Farm to Fork 
Benefit Dinner was 
held on Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, the evening 
before opening day of  
the Kentucky State 
Fair. 

This year’s featured 
speaker was Renee 
Shaw, one of  the 
Commonwealth’s 
most respected 
journalists who 
recently retired 
after nearly three 
decades at Kentucky 
Educational 
Television.

 “One of  the things 
that makes Kentucky 
special is the way 
our communities 
rally around children 
and families in 
need,” Shaw said. 
“I’m honored to be 
part of  an evening 
that celebrates 
Kentucky agriculture 
while helping 
create meaningful 
opportunities and 
lasting memories for 
foster children across 
the Commonwealth”

 Each year, trained 
CASA volunteers 
serve as advocates for 

abused and neglected 
children involved 
in Kentucky’s court 
system, ensuring their 
voices are heard and 
their best interests 
remain the priority 
throughout legal 
proceedings. 

 “The Kentucky 
CASA Network 
was excited to once 
again partner with 
Kentucky Agriculture 
Commissioner 
Jonathan Shell for the 
third annual Farm to 
Fork Dinner to kick 
off  the Kentucky State 
Fair,” said Andrea 
Bruns, State Director/
CEO of  The Kentucky 
CASA Network.

“This dinner is an 
opportunity to share 
CASA’s mission 
with the agriculture 
community and 
raise funds for foster 
youth. Funds raised 
go toward the CASA 
mission as well as 
funds directly to 
support foster youth 
engagement in 
agriculture tourism 
and enrichment 
opportunities 
statewide.”

 The event is part 
of  the Kentucky 
Proud® Farm to 
Fork Program, 
administered by the 
Kentucky Department 
of  Agriculture to 
celebrate Kentucky-
grown food while 
supporting charitable 
organizations across 
the Commonwealth.

Agriculture Commissioner Shell’s 
Farm to Fork Dinner

Renee Shaw headlines event benefiting Kentucky foster families
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sevenspringsfarms.com
For more information email ellen@ssf.ag

5357 Hopkinsville Road - 
602 Blackhawk Road

Cadiz, Kentucky

270.522.3424

SSF EROSION CONTROL BLANKETS

SERVING FARMERS SINCE 2021

COME SEE US AT THE NATIONAL FARM
MACHINERY SHOW! • BOOTH 7951

Grown and manufactured in KENTUCKY - Custom sizing 
Round top pins also available  •  NTPEP ECP-2021-02-010
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1010 Skyline Drive, Hopkinsville, KY

Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090 Delbert Roeder - Broker - AHO#4090 
270-881-2610 270-881-2610 

Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114 Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic. #NP6114 
Brent Schmidgall - AuctioneerBrent Schmidgall - Auctioneer

MaryElizabeth Roeder Coleman AHO # 303097 - (270)350-5132
Cal Kaufman - Auctioneer - Lic.#NP6114 • Brent Schmidgail - Auctioneer

NOTE! Information or to consign equipment, call Amy Ezell 270.604.2880 
Or MaryElizabeth Roeder Coleman 270.350.5132

www.roederauctioncompany.comwww.roederauctioncompany.com
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FARM EQUIPMENTFARM EQUIPMENT

2024 JOHN DEERE 6R 
145 $145,000 

2020 JOHN DEERE 
R4030 $185,000  

2024 JOHN DEERE 
6155M $148,500

1787 HRS, BOOM TRACK, 2 TANK DIRECT 
INJECTION, AUTO TRACK, SECTION CONTROL, 

120FT BOOMS, 800 GALLON SS TANK, 20” 
SPACING, 5 WAY NOZZLES, SS TUBING, 3” 
FRONT & SIDE FILL, HYD TREAD ADJUST

MFWD, C/H/A, 982 HRS, JD 640R 
LOADER W/ BUCKET, 380/85R30 

FRONT TIRES, 480/80R42 REAR TIRES, 
RACK & PINION REAR AXLES, 3 SCV, 

540/1000 PTO, 20 SPEED POWER 
QUAD, LHR, S/N 1L06155MLRG416351

2024 JOHN DEERE 6R145 TRACTOR, 
MFWD, C/H/A, 1193HRS, 380/85R30 

FRONT TIRES, 480/80R42 REAR 
TIRES, 3 SCV, 540/1000 PTO, 20 SPEED 

AUTOQUAD PLUS, WARRANTY TILL 
05/2028, S/N 1L06145RERK217869

2025 APACHE AS850 
$265,000

2WD, 850 GAL TANK, 100’ BOOMS, 
128 HRS, AG LEADER MONITOR, AUTO 

STEER, AUTO HEIGHT CONTROLS, 
SECTION CONTROL, 1 YR WARRANTY , 1 
FREE INSPECTION BY APACHE DEALER 2017 JOHN DEERE 

R4038 $178,000
2017 JOHN DEERE R4038 SPRAYER, 1653 
HRS, 120’ BOOMS, 15” NOZZLE SPACING, 

380/90R46 TIRES, EXACT APPLY, SS 
EDUCTOR, JD 6000 RECEIVER, JD 2630 
DISPLAY, SF1 & SF3 ACTIVATIONS, S/N 

1N04038RCHA174542

2021 JOHN DEERE 
6140M $125,000

MFWD, C/H/A, 1000 HRS, 420/70R24 
FRONT TIRES, 480/70R38 REAR TIRES, JD 

620R SELF LEVELING LOADER W/ BUCKET, 
3 SCV, 540/1000 PTO, 24 SPEED POWER 
QUAD, LHR, S/N 1L06140MKMG130292

2020 JOHN DEERE 
S780 $188,000

4WD, 2204/1446 HRS, 36” TRACKS, 
PRO DRIVE, EXTENDED WEAR, 26’ 
AUGER, ADVANCED POWERCAST, 

TRISTREAM ROTOR, PREMIUM CAB, S/N 
1H0S780SHLT811682

2020 JOHN DEERE 1795 
$139,500

2020 JOHN DEERE 1795 PLANTER, 
16/31 HROW, 12,000 AC, ACTIVE 

PNEUMATIC DOWN FORCE, 30 INCH 
ROW SPACING, NO ROW CLEANERS, 

S/N 1A01795CPLA785343

TRACTORS | GRAIN CARTS | HARVEST EQUIPMENT | PLANTING EQUIPMENT | ROTARY MOWERS 
HAY RAKES | FORAGE EQUIPMENT | COMBINES HARVESTERS | RIPPERS | TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

2023 JOHN DEERE 
6120M $120,000 

2013 JOHN DEERE 
8285R $122,500

2013 JOHN DEERE 8285R TRACTOR, 
MFWD, 5620 HRS, 420/85R34 FRONT 

TIRES, 480/80R50 REAR DUALS, 4 
SCV, 1000 PTO, QUICK HITCH, 16 SPEED 
POWERSHIFT, 60 GPM HYD PUMP, S/N 

1RW8285REDP069576

2023 JOHN DEERE 6120M TRACTOR, 
MFWD, C/H/A, 666 HRS, JD 620R 
LOADER W/ BUCKET, 380/85R24 

FRONT TIRES, 460/85R34 REAR TIRES, 
2 SCV, 540/1000 PTO, 16 SPEED, LHR, 1 

OWNER, S/N 1L06120MPPH198500

2024 SHELBOURNE 
REYNOLDS XCS36 

$87,500
2024 SHELBOURNE REYNOLDS 

XCS36, USED ONE YEAR, 1400 ACRES, 
COMPATIBLE W/ JD S - SERIES OR X9 

FEEDER HOUSE, S/N XCS36245103

2024 GREAT PLAINS 
VT1100-30 
$96,500

2024 GREAT PLAINS  VT1100 TURB O 
MAX, 30FT, HYD DEPTH CONTROL, 

HYD DEPTH CONTROL ON BASKETS, 
S/N GP-E1012P




