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United Way of Western 
Kentucky launches 

Impact Opportunity 
McCracken County 

Task Force

City Commission 
meeting highlights 
from May 26, 2026.

Fiscal Year 2026-2027 
Budget Ordinance 
Introduction

The Paducah Board 
of  Commissioners 
introduced the Fiscal 
Year 2026-2027 Budget 
Ordinance which, 
once approved, will 
be effective July 1. 
The budget ordinance 
will be presented for 
adoption at the June 9 
Commission Meeting. 
City Manager Daron 
Jordan provided 
an overview of  the 
budget through the 
presentation of  his 
budget address. The 
City of  Paducah’s 
proposed Fiscal Year 
2026–2027 budget 
is built around the 
theme “Strengthening 
Today, Preparing for 
Tomorrow,” reflecting 
a balanced approach 
to maintaining high-
quality city services 

while planning 
responsibly for the 
future.

Jordan said, 
“The FY 2026–2027 
budget recognizes an 
important financial 
reality facing 
local governments 
nationwide: while 
revenues remain 
stable and continue 
modest growth, 
operational costs 
continue to rise 
at a pace that 
demands discipline, 
prioritization, and 
intentional planning. 
Rather than simply 
reacting to these 
pressures, this budget 
positions the City to 
respond proactively 
by strengthening core 
operations today while 
building financial 
and organizational 
capacity for 
tomorrow.”

The proposed 
General Fund budget 
totals approximately 
$51.9 million, with 

an overall city 
budget across all 
funds of  $116.4 
million supporting 
municipal operations, 
infrastructure, public 
safety, economic 
development, and 
quality-of-life 
initiatives. Jordan said 
this budget addresses 
rising operational 
costs through 
conservative financial 
planning, operational 
efficiencies, and 
disciplined spending 
while continuing 
investments in 
key priorities 
such as downtown 
development, 
neighborhood 
revitalization, 
Southside investment, 
street improvements, 
and community 
growth projects. The 
City’s Investment 
Fund is projected 
at approximately 
$7.9 million to help 
advance these 
strategic initiatives.

Jordan explained 
that the major cost 
drivers include 
personnel, insurance, 
software and 
technology systems, 
fuel, and inflationary 
operating expenses. 
In recognition of  
long-term financial 
sustainability, nine 
currently unfilled 
positions have been 
frozen, allowing 
the City to manage 
cost pressures while 
protecting essential 
municipal services 
and maintaining 
operational 
effectiveness.

In addition, the City 
is recommending 
an increase in its 
General Fund reserve 
from 10 percent to 25 
percent to strengthen 
financial resiliency 
and better prepare 
for emergencies, 
economic uncertainty, 

Paducah, KY 
– United Way of  
Western Kentucky 
is launching a new 
chapter in community 
planning and 
collaboration  through 
Impact Opportunity, 
a regional initiative 
designed to identify 
barriers, strengthen 
opportunities, and 
create  lasting change 
for residents across 
Western Kentucky. 
Leading the McCracken 
County task force will 
be Brent  Housman, 
Director with Baird 
Private Wealth 
Management - The 
Housman Group, and 
President-Elect of  the 
United  Way of Western 
Kentucky Board of  
Directors. 

Impact Opportunity 
builds on a foundation 
of  work that began 
more than a decade 
ago. In 2010, United 
Way brought  together 
approximately 40 
community members 
for a two-year Impact 
Poverty Study in 
McCracken County. 
That effort  led to 
the development of  
a 10-year action plan 
focused on addressing 
challenges related 
to poverty and 
creating  stronger 
pathways for families 
and individuals in 
the community. 
Many of  those 
recommendations 
continue to 
shape  community 
partnerships and 
investments today. 

Since that original 
work began, United 
Way of  Western 
Kentucky has 
expanded and adapted 
its efforts to meet 
changing  community 
needs. In addition to 
ongoing investments 
in education, health, 
and financial stability 
programs, the  
organization mobilized 
significant resources 
during times of  crisis, 
including the COVID-19 
pandemic and the  
December 2021 tornado, 
with more than $2.3 
million being allocated 
to support recovery 
efforts throughout the 
region. 

Now, through 
the generosity of  
AES Renewables in 
partnership with 
United Way of  Western 
Kentucky, those efforts 
are  evolving into a 

larger regional strategy. 
Impact Opportunity 

will bring together 
multiple task force 
groups representing 
the seven counties 
served by United Way  
of  Western Kentucky. 
Participants will 
include leaders from 
government, education, 
nonprofit organizations,  
businesses, and 
local residents who 
understand the barriers 
faced by individuals and 
families experiencing 
financial  hardship. 

“This work is 
about listening, 
learning, and creating 
opportunities that 
have a lasting impact,” 
said Brent Housman.  
“Communities 
grow stronger when 
people with different 
perspectives and 
experiences come 
together around a 
shared  goal. I’m 
honored to help lead 
these conversations 
in McCracken County 
and look forward to 
working alongside  
community members 
as we help shape the 
future of  our region.” 

The McCracken 
County task force is 
expected to meet for six 
weeks throughout June 
and July as members 
review local  data, 
discuss community 
concerns, and identify 
priorities for future 
action. Similar task 
forces are also being 
formed  throughout 
the United Way service 
area. 

The final Impact 
Opportunity report and 
action plan is expected 
to be released during 
the first quarter of  
2027. The  initiative 
is designed to create 
meaningful, data-
driven conversations 
that help communities 
better understand 
local  needs, inform 
future investments, 
and support long-term 
economic growth. 

United Way of  
Western Kentucky 
encourages community 
members to be part 
of  the conversation 
and help ensure a  
broad range of  voices 
and perspectives 
are represented 
throughout the process. 

For more information 
about Impact 
Opportunity and how 
you can get involved, 
contact 270-442-1691. 

The public is invited to the inaugural 
Spirio Series concert on June 11th at 5:30 pm 
at Symphony Hall, 401 Walter Jetton Blvd, 
Paducah, KY 42003, sponsored by the Paducah 
Symphony.

An integration of  State-Of-The-Art 
technology and the classical music you love!

Join us for the inaugural Spirio Series 
concert with Guest Pianist, Simon Mulligan 
live from New York City. He will be 
performing from the Steinway Factory and 
tapping directly into our own Steinway Spirio 
Grand Piano.

**There will also be a reception to celebrate 
this first concert. Please add your tickets by 

June 5 for an accurate count for the caterers**
While this concert is “Free”, a ticket is 

required to attend. 
To get your free ticket, visit https://

paducahsymphony.my.salesforce-sites.com/
ticket/#/instances/a0FRl000008 wZyTMAU

What is the Steinway Spirio?
The Spirio line of  Steinway pianos is 

reminiscent of  the old fashioned Player 
Pianos but now with Bluetooth technology. At 
this concert, our Steinway Spirio’s keys and 
pedals will be pressed and the strings will be 
struck, all from New York City. Read more at 
https://www.steinway.com/spirio

Paducah Symphony presents first Spirio 
Series concert June 11th; free tickets

City Commission meeting highlights

see HIGHLIGHTS,
Back page
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I get several calls a 
year about bagworms 
on trees and shrubs 
in people’s yards.  
They are usually on 
evergreen species but 
can be on other plants 
like maples, oaks and 
locust trees.  Unfor-
tunately, by the time 
most people notice the 
bagworms, it is too 
late to do anything 
about it.  When they 
are in the bag, it is al-
most impossible to get 
a high enough dose of  
insecticide on them to 
do any good.

Bagworms are 
leaf  feeding pests as 
larvae. Early instar 
caterpillars create 
small holes in leaves 
or needles or may pro-
duce windowpane like 
feeding symptoms. 
As they grow, they 
will be able to feed on 
more of  the leaves. 
They may complete-
ly defoliate an area 
of  the plant, or they 
may leave behind the 
largest veins of  the 
host leaf.

Feeding damage 
from bagworms tends 
to start at the top of  
the host plant. As 
feeding progresses, 
the canopy of  the tree 
or shrub will become 
thinner. Over suc-
cessive generations, 
they will move down 
the plant and symp-
toms may spread. 
In evergreen hosts, 
the bagworm often 
induces “bronzing” a 
symptom where for-
merly green sections 
have become bronze 
or brown. These areas 
will likely never re-
cover. 

The most seen 
characteristic of  
bagworms is the bag 
itself. They have been 
described as pinecone 
like by some. When 

the caterpillar first 
emerges, the bag they 
construct is conical 
but as they mature, 
the bag may become 
more diamond shaped 
in profile. The bag is 
tough and brown and 
covered in material 
from the host plant 
like leaf  bits, needles, 
and berries.

Inside of  the bag is 
the caterpillar which 
can range from 1/8th 
inch long to over an 
inch long depend-
ing on the instar of  
development. Cat-
erpillars are mostly 
brown in color, with 
the head and tho-
rax having stripes 
of  yellow-white and 
black. Pupae are lo-
cated inside of  the bag 
and are dark brown. 
Males will emerge as 
winged moths which 
are small and brown 

with fuzzy antennae. 
Females on the oth-
er hand emerge as 
adults that resemble 
the caterpillar stage, 
they have no wings, 
reduced legs, and will 
never leave the bag.

Bagworm eggs 
begin to hatch in May 
across most of  Ken-
tucky. Upon hatching, 
the newly emerged 
caterpillar will ei-
ther stay and reinfest 
the tree they were 
born in, or they may 
“balloon” away to a 
new site. Ballooning 
involves releasing a 
small strand of  silk 
and using that to ride 
wind currents before 
landing on a new host.

The caterpillars 
will progress through 
seven instars of  
development. As they 
progress, the larvae 
will get larger and 

will also enlarge the 
bag they live in. After 
about 6-8 weeks of  
feeding, the larvae 
will be ready to pu-
pate. Typically, this 
occurs in the early fall 
and the caterpillars 
pupate inside of  the 
bag they have con-
structed. Sometimes 
the caterpillar will 
take its bag and leave 
the host plant before 
pupating, leading 
to bags being found 
on the exteriors of  
homes, on fences, and 
other odd locations.

Once pupation is 
complete, the winged 
males emerge to mate 
with the females 
inside of  their bags. 
The females produce 
a pheromone that 
recruits males to 
their bag for mating 
to occur. Male moths 
live for a short period 

while females may 
live for 1-2 weeks as 
adults. Females lay 
their eggs in the re-
mains of  their pupal 
case, where those eggs 
will overwinter to 
emerge next year.

Bagworms can 
cause enough damage 
over successive years 
to seriously harm 
trees and shrubs. One 
possible management 
strategy is to go to 
infested plants in the 
winter and snip the 
bags out of  the plant. 
Use sharp scissors, 
shears, or a knife to 
cut the loop holding 
the bag to the plant. 
Following this proce-
dure will remove the 
female bags with eggs 
and hopefully prevent 
an infestation in the 
spring.

If  bagworms infes-
tations are caught in 

May or June when 
the caterpillars are 
still small, biorational 
insecticides such as 
Bt (Bacillus thuringe-
insis), neem, and 
Spinosad will manage 
populations. If  the 
bagworms are not 
discovered until later 
in the season, then 
applications of  py-
rethroid insecticides 
(such as bifenthrin) or 
carbaryl may be need-
ed to try and curtail 
the caterpillars. These 
likely won’t eliminate 
the population but 
would limit damage. 
A newer product, 
dinotefuran, is a sys-
temic insecticide that 
you can apply to the 
soil around the tree 
and the insecticide is 
taken up by the tree 
and be there to con-
trol the worms when 
they are small and 
just starting to feed.  
This must be done 
before they hatch to 
make sure there is 
enough taken up in 
the plant prior to feed-
ing.  This might be a 
good option for trees 
with known bagworm 
problems from the 
year before.

If  the infestation 
is localized to one 
plant, then the phys-
ical removal method 
mentioned before 
is an option late in 
the summer as well. 
Any bagworm bags 
removed while the 
caterpillar is alive 
should be thrown into 
a bucket of  soapy wa-
ter to kill the insect. 
Do not remove the 
bags and throw them 
on the ground around 
the tree, they will 
simply return to feed 
more!

Much of  this infor-
mation came from 
Entfact-440 
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Kentucky State 
Sen. Danny Carroll, 
R-Paducah, delivered 
major legislative and 
infrastructure victo-
ries during the recent 
General Assembly ses-
sion, securing millions 
of  dollars for West-
ern Kentucky while 
advancing innovative 

energy policy for the 
Commonwealth.

Among Carroll’s 
most significant ac-
complishments was 
the passage of  Senate 
Bill 57, which estab-
lishes the Nuclear 
Reactor Site Readiness 
Pilot Program. The 
legislation positions 
Kentucky as a leader 
in advanced nuclear 

energy development 
and prepares commu-
nities such as Paducah 
for future economic 
growth tied to small 
modular reactor tech-
nology.

Carroll successfully 
secured $75 million 
in authorized govern-
ment expenditures for 
the initiative. The pro-
gram allows approved 

projects to receive up 
to $25 million to sup-
port early site prepa-
ration, licensing, and 
construction permit-
ting for small modu-
lar nuclear reactors. 
Supporters say the 
investment could at-
tract long-term private 
sector development, 
strengthen energy 
reliability, and cre-
ate high-paying jobs 
across the region.

In addition to energy 
policy, Carroll helped 
deliver substantial 
transportation fund-
ing for Marshall and 
McCracken coun-
ties. More than $18.1 
million was secured 
for Marshall County 
highway and bridge 
improvements, in-
cluding $8.75 million 
designated for Inter-
state 69 upgrades and 
$7.5 million for im-
provements along U.S. 
Highway 62.

Carroll also part-
nered with House 
Floor Leader Steve 
Rudy to secure $41.5 
million in localized 
road project funding 

for McCracken Coun-
ty. The funding is 
expected to support 
infrastructure mod-
ernization and im-
prove transportation 
efficiency throughout 
the region.

Beyond infrastruc-
ture and economic 
development, Carroll 
played a key role in 
advancing legislation 
aimed at protecting 
vulnerable youth. He 
handled Senate pas-
sage of  House Bill 669, 

a veto-proof  measure 
ensuring Kentucky 
foster youth can retain 
their own Social Secu-
rity survivor benefits 
rather than having 
those funds redirected.

Carroll said the 
session demonstrat-
ed a commitment to 
strengthening West-
ern Kentucky’s in-
frastructure, energy 
future, and quality of  
life for families and 
communities across 
the region.

NEWS

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

Step back into 
Kentucky’s frontier 
history during the 
3rd Annual Sons of  
the American Revo-
lution Patriot Grave 
Marking ceremony on 
Saturday, June 6, at 2 
p.m. at Fort Jefferson 
Memorial Park, locat-
ed one mile south of  

Wickliffe.
The free community 

event honors the 63 
men, women and chil-
dren who died at Fort 
Jefferson between 
1780 and 1781 during 
one of  Kentucky’s 
earliest settlements. 
Organizers will also 
recognize five addi-
tional patriots this 
year as part of  the 
continuing effort to 

preserve the story of  
Fort Jefferson and 
Clarksville.

Visitors will expe-
rience living history 
through musket firing 
demonstrations, a pa-
rade of  historic flags, 
patriotic music and 
presentations high-
lighting the courage 
and sacrifice of  Amer-
ica’s frontier settlers 
during the Revolu-

tionary War era.
Fort Jefferson was 

once the largest set-
tlement in Kentucky 
and served as General 
George Rogers Clark’s 
western headquarters 
during the Amer-
ican Revolution. 
Organizers say the 
event offers families 
and history lovers a 
unique chance to con-
nect with the region’s 

earliest roots and 
honor the pioneers 
who helped shape the 
nation.

Before the ceremo-
ny, the Ballard-Car-
lisle Historical and 
Genealogical Society 
will open at 11 a.m. 
for tours and access 
to the Fort Jefferson 
Reading and Research 
Room, which houses 
a large collection of  

Revolutionary War 
frontier history docu-
ments.

Residents and visi-
tors alike are encour-
aged to attend this 
meaningful event and 
help celebrate Ameri-
ca’s 250th anniversary 
while honoring the 
legacy of  the patriots 
connected to Fort 
Jefferson.

History Comes Alive at Fort Jefferson Patriot Grave Marking

By Laurna Todd
KPI Writer

Drawing of Kentucky State Sen. Danny Carroll
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Sen. Danny Carroll Secures Millions for Western Kentucky 
Infrastructure and Advances Nuclear Energy Initiative
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Taking a moment to appreciate our soulmate

Recently, I was sitting 
in my office on a dreary 
afternoon, tapping 
on the keyboard and 
listening to the rain 
blowing against the 
window. The house is 
quiet during the day 
as my writing rou-
tine includes our dog 
sprawled out on the 
cool hardwood floor, 
snoring contentedly 
around my desk. Then 
it suddenly dawned on 
me, June fourth will be 
the forty-ninth year of  
our marriage. I then 
thought about our up-
coming golden wedding 
anniversary in 2027, 
and how blessed I am 
to share this milestone 
with the one I love. I’m 
confident she feels the 
same way and definitely 
deserves a medal for 
her patience, support, 
and for embracing the 
work and shared vision 
with me for nearly five 
decades. It’s been an 
amazing journey so 
far, and throughout the 
hard times and the good 

times, we know we are 
truly blessed.

Familiarity is a 
slow-growing deception 
that can cause us to 
take people for grant-
ed, and in the realm of  
marriage, this is one 
of  the many reasons 
couples become distant. 
Those of  you who have 
been married for a 
while can relate when 
I say that holidays, 
birthdays, and even 
vacations can lose a 
little of  their sparkle 
and excitement after 
years of  repetition. It’s 
not the occasion, it’s 
the awareness of  who 
we are with. Could it 
be that falling into a 
predictable routine 
can cause our love to 
grow cold as we just go 
through the motions? 
When we were dating 
and then became new-
lyweds, life was like a 
romantic, magical fairy 
tale. Even just taking a 
walk around the block 
or going for a drive was 
exciting simply because 
we were together.

But as the years pass 
by, the exhilaration 

seems to wear off, and 
when we would come 
home from a hard day 
of  work, it became 
mutually agreeable 
that a peanut butter 
sandwich, a candy bar, 
and watching Wheel 
of  Fortune would be 
plenty of  excitement for 
the evening. Whatever 
happened to all the 
hugging, kissing, and 
holding hands? Do you 
remember how the first 
years of  marriage had 
three-word phrases like 
“I love you” and “you 
are amazing,” and then 
after a few years, they 
evolved into “toilet seat 
down,” “car needs gas”, 
and “need more Advil?” 
When we were young-
er, we didn’t know the 

meaning of  tired, and 
now we become giddy 
about an afternoon 
nap. Nonetheless, it’s 
a comfort to know that 
the person who shares 
our couch with us every 
night is there because 
they love us and 
wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

Showing apprecia-
tion to the one we love 
doesn’t require a spe-
cial holiday or a fancy 
restaurant. It’s the 
little things that prove 
how we feel. Of  all the 
people in the world 
we could have set our 
sights on, the person 
we are with now is the 
one we selected. They 
are the ones who stole 
our hearts, so there is 

nothing preventing us 
from expressing how 
much we need them. We 
assume they already 
know we love them, 
and they do, but there’s 
nothing wrong with 
showing it more than 
just a Valentine’s Day 
card. Another thing 
that we avoid thinking 
about is that life will 
not always be like it is 
now, which is anoth-
er reason to cherish 
the moments we have 
together. Life is pre-
cious, let’s appreciate 
each moment. We can 
also turn to the Bible as 
a wonderful source of  
wisdom, as it reminds 
us of  our responsibil-
ity to honor our vows. 
We made a pledge as 
we lit the unity candle, 
promising that having 
God at the center of  our 
marriage would bind us 
together with Him.

I heard someone say 
that marriage is finding 
that one special person 
you want to annoy for 
50 years- ha!. But seri-
ously, we do not need to 
be a marriage counsel-
or to understand the 

dangers of  allowing the 
fires of  our passion to 
grow cold. May we use 
our own imagination 
to come up with fresh 
ideas that can fan the 
embers of  our love into 
a bonfire of  affection? 
I would rather have 
someone give me a can-
dy bar while telling me 
how much they love me 
than to receive elab-
orate, expensive gifts 
like a new house, car, or 
jewelry out of  obliga-
tion. Character traits 
like respect, forgive-
ness, sacrifice, and hu-
mility are foundational 
pillars that strengthen 
the covenant bond 
with our spouse. Let’s 
remember: God is love, 
and walking in commu-
nication with Him is 
the key to maintaining 
a lasting relationship 
with our soulmate.

Dr. Holland is a Chris-
tian minister, author, 
and community out-
reach chaplain. Ask for 
a free download of  his 
song, “Intentions of  the 
Heart” at psalmz103@
gmail.com 

By William F Holland Jr.
billyhollandministries.com

Do you ever wonder 
what the Lord re-
quires of  you? From 
what I understand it’s 
not more works, but a 
change of  heart that 
changes everything 
for the better. Draw-
ing from the book of  
Isaiah 33: 15-16 and of  
Micah 6:8, their mes-
sages emphasize that 
God provides protec-
tion and care for those 
who walk uprightly 
before Him during 
times of  rebellion 
and spiritual decline. 
I think you’d agree, 
we live in a time of  
rebellion and spiritual 
decline. 

There are scrip-
tures that declare, 
“He shall dwell on 
high,” describing a 
place of  safety and 
defense prepared for 
the faithful. These 
passages promise that 
“bread shall be given 
him” and “his water 
shall be sure,” which, 
to me, describes a pic-
ture of  God’s provi-
sion and security for 

His people.

All throughout 
Scripture, attention is 
given to several areas 
of  godly conduct: 
one’s walk, speech, 
actions, hearing, and 
sight. Isaiah’s ques-
tion concerning who 
will stand “when the 
devouring fire comes,” 
explains that divine 
protection is connect-
ed to the condition of  
a person’s life. How 
we walk with God and 

interact with people, 
apparently, is import-
ant to God

Psalm 24:4 refers to 
the kind of  heart God 
expects. The call from 
God is for people to 
“speak uprightly” and 
live with “clean hands 
and a pure heart.”  
The writer of  Psalm 
clearly states, we need 
both clean hands and 
a pure heart, which 
indicates our inten-
tional interaction 
with the world and 

how we treat others; 
acting for the right 
reasons and not har-
boring hidden resent-
ments, are things God 
pays attention to.

Micah 6:8 asks what 
the Lord requires of  
His people in an age 
of  idolatry and re-
bellion. The answer 
was not extravagant 
sacrifice and working 
until you have noth-
ing left to give, but 
simple obedience: “to 

do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with 
thy God.”

Justice can be 
described as living 
honestly; fulfilling 
obligations, being 
fair, and letting God 
be the ultimate judge 
because He sees the 
big picture. We don’t.  
Mercy is explained as 
having compassion, 
refusing revenge, 
and learning to place 
oneself  in another 
person’s position.

We are reminded 
not to hold grudges 
or retaliate against 
criticism or hatred. 
Instead, believers are 
encouraged to love 
those who oppose 
them, pray for those 
who mistreat them, 
and bless those who 
curse them. Only 
God’s spirit in us can 
help us forgive like 
that, but there is a 
blessing promised to 
those who do.

In conclusion, when 
we ask ourselves, 
“What does the Lord 
require”, we’re re-
minded that all people 
stand in need of  
redemption and that 
true humility before 
God produces com-
passion, mercy, and 
a willingness to seek 
the good of  others. 
There is no room for 
a judgmental spirit, if  
we want clean hands, 
a pure heart, and 
divine protection. As 
followers of  Christ, I 
believe that is some-
thing we all continue 
to work toward.

By Teresa LeNeave 
leneave2@comcast.net

Faith: It’s not the size that matters

INSPIRATION

Life is filled with 
challenges, uncer-
tainty, and moments 
that test even the 
strongest hearts. 
For Christians, faith 
serves as an anchor 
during difficult times 
and a source of  hope 
in every season of  life. 
While the world often 
encourages fear, wor-
ry, and discourage-
ment, believers are 
reminded that God’s 

promises remain con-
stant and unchanging.

Christian faith is 
not built on perfection 
but on trust. Every be-
liever faces struggles, 
disappointments, and 
moments of  weak-
ness. Yet through-
out Scripture, God 
continually demon-
strates His faith-
fulness to ordinary 
people who chose to 
keep believing even 

when circumstances 
seemed impossible. 
From David facing 
Goliath to Paul endur-
ing hardship while 
spreading the Gospel, 
their strength came 
through trusting 
God’s plan.

One of  the greatest 
gifts Christians pos-
sess is the assurance 
that they are never 
alone. Prayer provides 
comfort, guidance, 

and peace during 
life’s storms. Even in 
silence, God is work-
ing behind the scenes 
in ways that may not 
be immediately visi-
ble. Often, the hardest 
seasons become the 
moments that shape 
character, deepen 
faith, and reveal God’s 
purpose.

Christians are 
also called to reflect 
compassion, kindness, 

and love to others. In 
a divided world, sim-
ple acts of  encourage-
ment and generosity 
can make a powerful 
difference. A kind 
word, a helping hand, 
or a prayer for some-
one struggling may 
become the very thing 
that restores hope.

Faith does not re-
move every obstacle, 
but it provides the 
courage to keep mov-

ing forward. Chris-
tians can face the fu-
ture with confidence, 
knowing that God’s 
grace is sufficient 
for every challenge. 
No matter how dark 
the path may appear, 
God’s light contin-
ues to shine, offering 
hope, strength, and 
peace to all who trust 
in Him.

Faith That Endures Through Every Season
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I have a favorite 
blanket. Don’t laugh. 
You probably do to. 
And if  you don’t now, 
you once did. Deny it 
and I’ll just ask your 
momma, and she’ll 
show me picture 
after picture of  you 
with your thumb 
in your mouth and 
your blanket over 
your shoulder.  My 
own son was not only 
attached to a certain 
blanket, but he also 
had a favorite cor-
ner of  the blanket. I 
can remember that 
blanket having to 
be restored several 
times and ultimately 
becoming a series 
of  knots that simply 

held one piece to the 
other. My blanket 
is special for a few 
reasons. It’s only 
wide enough for me, 
it’s camo, it’s two 
layers of  fleece, and 
my daughter made it 
for me. Just writing 
about it makes me 
want to stop what I’m 
doing and go get it. 

If  you think about 
it, blankets are 
prized possessions of  
many women today. 
Except this blanket 
is no longer in use. 
It is for safe-keeping 
and for remembering 
family and events. It 
is their mother’s or 
grandmother’s quilt. 
It was put together 

one piece at a time 
from swatches of  
clothing or fabric 
that had made its 
way to the rag pile. 
Part of  a coat has 
been sewn to a strip 
of  a worn-out shirt. 
The other side of  
that shirt is attached 
to the leftover seat 
of  an old pair of  blue 
jeans. A portion of  
a baseball jersey is 
attached to a sliver 
of  your first pair 
of  pajamas. Each 
piece seemingly no 
longer of  any val-
ue on its own and 
seemingly without 
any connection to 
the other. And yet 
there it is, one whole 

tapestry, completely 
understood, and of  
immeasurable value. 
All from what was 
once falling-apart, 
worthless swatches 
of  unconnected ma-
terial. Except to the 
seamstress. Except 
to the one who was 
there for the first 
onesie and the first 
silky blanket. Ex-
cept for the one who 
understood that each 
section was always 
a part of  the whole, 
that there were no 
random events, and 
there were no worth-
less pieces. 

God is taking every 
swatch of  your life 
and sewing them 

together. What you 
see as worthless and 
worn-out, He sees as 
indispensable and 
ready for its best use. 
What you see as un-
connected, God sees 
as vital to the whole. 
What you see as 
insignificant, He sees 
as essential in who 
He is making you to 
be. And what you see 
as a flaw, He sees as 
what will be some-
one’s favorite corner 
of  your life. God has 
been there from the 
very beginning, and 
not one piece of  your 
life will be wasted. 
Individually they 
may not make sense, 
but God is bigger 

than your pieces. He 
is not only making 
you into a quilt to be 
admired and remem-
bered, but also into 
a blanket to be used 
to bring comfort and 
assurance to others. 

Gary Miller has 
written Outdoor 
Truths articles for 
23 years.  He has also 
written five books 
which include compi-
lations of  his articles 
and a father/son 
devotional. He also 
speaks at wild-game 
dinners and men’s 
events for churches 
and associations. 
Stay updated on 
Outdoor Truths each 
week by subscribing 
at Outdoortruths.org

BUTTERFLY BELIEVERS
Peck. Peck. Peck. 

The nettlesome noise 
awakened the woman 
from a sound sleep. 
A peckish sparrow 
perched outside her 
window trying to eat 
breakfast—a butterfly 
frantically fluttering 
against the inside of  
the glass. There was a 
misunderstanding—
the butterfly believed 
it was history, and 
the hungry bird was 
frustrated because 
it couldn’t reach its 
meal due to the invis-
ible barrier between 
them. The butterfly 
had no reason to have 
the butterflies—it was 
as safe as if  it had 
been thousands of  
miles away. 

Crippled with panic, 
yet completely pro-
tected. How frequent-
ly do we as believers 
suffer from paralyzing 
dread regarding our 
souls when we have 
no reason to? Lacking 
assurance, we often 
live as though our 
salvation hangs by a 
thread, as if  heaven’s 
door is barely open 
and poised to slam 
shut in our faces. We 
fear losing our salva-
tion, out-sinning the 
grace of  God, disap-
pointing our Savior 
one too many times, 
or being snatched 
away by the world or 
the devil. But accord-
ing to the Scripture, 
there is something 
infinitely greater than 
a glass pane stand-
ing between us and 

falling away from the 
faith: the nail-scarred 
hands of  Christ Jesus.

Jesus graciously as-
sured that there is no 
reason for His sheep 
to live in trepidation: 
“I give them eternal 
life, and they will nev-
er perish, and no one 
will snatch them out 
of  my hand” (John 
10:28). Believer, your 
salvation does not 

depend on your grip 
of  Christ, but upon 
His grip of  you—and 
He will never let you 
go (cf. Heb. 13:5). He 
likewise promised, 
“All that the Father 
gives me will come 
to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will 
never cast out. . . And 
this is the will of  him 
who sent me, that I 
should lose nothing of  

all that he has given 
me, but raise it up on 
the last day” (John 
6:37, 39). And your 
name is inscribed in 
the Book of  Life with 
immortal ink—even 
graven in the palms 
of  His hands (Rev. 
3:5; Isa. 49:16), and it 
cannot be erased by 
your transgressions 
nor made more per-
manent by your obedi-
ence. 

Is this not why 
Paul exclaimed, “I 
am persuaded that 
neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor 
powers, nor things 
present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able 
to separate us from 
the love of  God, which 

is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39, 
KJV)? God’s grace-
kept, eternally-secure, 
and never-lost chil-
dren have no reason 
to live like anxious 
butterflies. Rather, 
there are a thousand 
reasons to mount up 
with wings as eagles 
and soar in the joy of  
blessed assurance. 
For all who are in 
Christ, the Lord’s 
promise remains un-
changed: “Fear thou 
not; for I am with 
thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand 
of  my righteousness” 
(Isa. 41:10).

Bro. Brandon G. Bramlett
Bandana Baptist Church

INSPIRATION

Paducah, KY — The 
Paducah-McCracken 
Retired Teachers As-
sociation (PMCRTA) 
recently recognized 
Jackson Manning, a 
5th-grade student at 
Concord Elementary 
School, as the County 
Winner in the AARP/
KRTA Kentucky 
Grandparent of  the 
Year Essay Contest. 
His winning essay 
has advanced to the 
District Division, rep-
resenting McCracken 
County

During the coun-
ty award ceremony, 

Jackson read his 
essay aloud. He 
presented a medal to 
his grandfather, Mr. 
Calvin Manning of  
Cottage Grove, TN, in 
a meaningful moment 
that highlighted their 
special bond.

The AARP/KRTA 
Kentucky Grandpar-
ent of  the Year Essay 
Contest encourages 
students across the 
Commonwealth to 
reflect on and cele-
brate the important 
role grandparents 
and grandparent-like 
figures play in their 
lives.

Jackson was guided 
in his writing by his 
teacher, Mrs. Cristie 
Wooten, who support-
ed him throughout his 
writing journey. Jack-
son’s mother shared 
how proud she was of  
his accomplishment 
and expressed grat-
itude to the contest 
sponsors for provid-
ing this opportunity.

The Paducah-Mc-
Cracken Retired 
Teachers Association 
celebrates Jackson’s 
achievement and 
encourages continued 
participation in this 
meaningful program.

Jackson Manning Named 2026 County 
Winner in Grandparent Essay Contest

By Patty Reynolds

Left to right: Calvin Manning (grandfather, Cottage Grove, TN), Jackson 
Manning (5th-grade student at Concord Elementary School), and Mrs. Cristie 
Wooten (Jackson’s teacher) at the AARP/KRTA Kentucky Grandparent of 
the Year Essay Contest— County Ceremony in Paducah.      	      

(Photo courtesy of Patty Reynolds)
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How it Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 

boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. 
You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, 

the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! Good Luck! 
ANSWERS IN THE B SECTION

Sudoku Puzzle

Word SearchCrossword Puzzle

Word Scramble

Guess Who?

ANSWERS IN THE
B SECTION

Crypto Fun

IF IT MATTERS TO YOU, 
IT MATTERS TO US.

THANKS FOR READING!

Puzzle 
Solutions 

on B8

PUZZLE PAGE
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The Paducah Chiefs are preparing to compete in the Ohio Valley League’s 2026 season.              	           (Photo courtesy of Paducah Chiefs Baseball Club)

All-2nd District Baseball Team announced

Chiefs are getting ready for the 2026 season

Stone Crowe, Hank James, Brendan Mira and Wyatt Gower from runner-
up Paducah Tilghman were named to the All-2nd District Baseball 
Tournament Team. 	       (Photo courtesy of Paducah Tilghman High School)

Caden Kern, Lucas Gagnon, Kendrick Dunning, Briar Hall and Will Fox from 
champion McCracken County were named to the All-2nd District Baseball 
Tournament Team. 	       (Photo courtesy of McCracken County High School)

Hickman County won the 2026 1st District Softball Championship on Thursday, May 21.              	             (Photo courtesy of Hickman County High School)

Hickman County Softball wins 1st District Championship

McCracken County won the 2026 2nd District Baseball Championship on Wednesday, May 20.                (Photo courtesy of McCracken County High School)

McCracken County Baseball wins District Championship
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PADUCAH — Mc-
Cracken County shut 
out Murray 2-0 during 
the opening round of  
the 1st Region Base-
ball Tournament on 
Monday, May 25. 

With the win, Mc-
Cracken County 
improved to 29-8. The 
Mustangs advanced to 
the semifinals of  the 
1st Region Baseball 
Tournament. 

As a result of  the 
loss, Murray slipped to 
22-10. The loss elim-
inated Murray from 
the 1st Region Base-

ball Tournament. 
Joshua Penrod 

pitched a four-hit shut-
out for McCracken 
County and earned 
the win on the mound. 
Penrod recorded eight 
strikeouts. 

Avery Starks pitched 
for Murray and took 
the loss on the mound. 
Starks posted five 
strikeouts. 

Tournament host 
McCracken County 
plated two runs on six 
hits. Caden Kern (two 
hits, one RBI), Ken-
drick Dunning (one 
hit, one RBI), Brady 
Thompson (one hit), 

Gage Reeves (one hit) 
and Briar Hal (one 
hit) accounted for 
McCracken County’s 
offense. Both Kern and 
Thompson doubled. 

Starks (two hits), 
Eli Whitaker (one hit) 
and Haden Parker 
(one hit) accounted for 
Murray’s offense in 
the region tournament 
game. 

In addition to Mc-
Cracken County, Hick-
man County, Paducah 
Tilghman and Carlisle 
County won opening 
round games in the 
1st Region Baseball 
Tournament. 

Mustangs shut out Tigers

Eagles fall to Falcons 

PADUCAH — Graves 
County was limited 
offensively as Hickman 
County prevailed 4-1 
during the quarterfi-
nals of  the 1st Region 
Baseball Tournament at 
McCracken County on 
Monday, May 25. 

Hickman County 
scored first, pushing 
across one run during 
the top half  of  the open-
ing inning.

Then, following a 
three-run outburst 
during the top half  
of  the second inning, 
Hickman County led 
4-0.

Graves County plated 
its lone run during the 
bottom half  of  the third 
inning. 

The win allowed 
Hickman County to 

advance to the semifi-
nals of  the 1st Region 
Baseball Tournament. 

Nyiahez Irons pitched 
a complete game for 
Hickman County and 
earned the win on the 
mound. Irons held 
Graves County to one 
run on three hits. 
The Hickman County 
pitcher struck out one 
Graves County batter. 

Corey Toon started on 
the mound for Graves 
County and suffered the 
loss. Toon pitched two 
innings and logged two 
strikeouts.

Following Toon, Cole 
Woodward pitched four 
innings in relief  for 
the Eagles. Wooward 
recorded six strikeouts. 

Hickman County 
scored four runs on 
eight hits. Drew Cun-
ningham (two hits), 

Korbin Kimbell (one 
hit, two RBIs), Kobe 
Yamauchi (one hit, one 
RBI), Brec Byassee (one 
hit, two RBIs), Witt 
Carter (one hit), Jax 
Hunter (one hit) and 
David Camp (one hit) 
accounted for Hickman 
County’s offense. 

Offensively for 
Graves County, Toon, 
Woodward and Beckett 
O’Guinn each hit safely 
once. 

In the other opening 
round games in the 1st 
Region Baseball Tour-
nament, it was Paducah 
Tilghman 6, Marshall 
County 5; McCracken 
County 2, Murray 0 
and Carlisle County 9, 
Mayfield 7. 

With the win, Hick-
man County improved 
to 25-7. 

Staff Report

Blair Byassee and Kaylee Britton combined to hit three home runs in 
Hickman County’s win over Carlisle County in the 1st District Softball 
Tournament championship game on Thursday, May 21.    	       

(Photo courtesy of Hickman County High School Softball)

Staff Report

PADUCAH — Hick-
man County outlasted 
Calloway County 3-1 
during the quarterfi-
nals of  the 1st Region 
Softball Tournament 
at Paducah Tilghman 
on Monday, May 25.

The Lady Falcons 
improved to 21-13 after 
notching the win. 

With the win, Hick-
man County advanced 
to meet McCracken 
County in the semifi-
nals of  the 1st Region 
Softball Tournament 
on Tuesday, May 26. 

Blair Byassee 
pitched a complete 
game for Hickman 
County and earned the 

win in the circle. Byas-
see recorded three 
strikeouts. 

Hailee Jones pitched 
a complete game for 
Calloway County and 
suffered the loss in the 
circle. Jones recorded 
eight strikeouts. 

Hickman County 
plated three runs on 
seven hits. Byassee 
(one hit, one RBI), 
Sophie Morris (two 
hits, one RBI), Kaylee 
Britton (one hit), Au-
drey Tucker (one hit), 
Keeleigh Stewart (one 
hit) and Kayley Howell 
(one hit) each contrib-
uted offensively for the 
Lady Falcons. Helping 
her pitching cause 
at the plate, Byassee 

doubled.  
Calloway County 

pushed across one run 
on five hits. Jones (one 
hit, one RBI), Emerson 
Herndon (one hit), 
Jaylee McLeod (one 
hit), Gabriella Yocum 
(one hit) and Laila 
Clark (one hit) ac-
counted for Calloway 
County’s offense. 

In the other opening 
round games in the 
1st Region Softball 
Tournament, it was 
Paducah Tilghman 8, 
Marshall County 0; 
Ballard Memorial 12, 
Carlisle County 0 (5 
innings) and McCrack-
en County 13, Graves 
County 1 (5 innings). 

Hickman County outlasts 
Calloway County 

Staff Report

BARDWELL — Hick-
man County has won 
its second straight 1st 
District softball cham-
pionship. 

The Lady Falcons 
pulled away to defeat 
Carlisle County 12-1 in 
five innings in the 1st 
District Softball Tour-
nament championship 
game on Thursday, 
Mary 21.

Hickman County 
controlled the district 
title game versus the 

tournament host. 
Blair Byassee 

pitched a complete 
game for Hickman 
County and earned 
the win in the circle. 
Byassee held Carlisle 
County to one run on 
five hits and recorded 
four strikeouts. 

The Lady Falcons 
excelled both offen-
sively and defensive-
ly. Hickman County 
scored a dozen runs 
on nine hits. Kaylee 
Britton (three hits, one 
RBI), Jenna Byassee 

(one hit), Blair Byassee 
(three hits, four RBIs), 
Sophie Morris (one hit, 
two RBIs), Kennedy 
Sublett (one hit, one 
RBI) and Kylie Meshew 
(one RBI) comprised 
Hickman County’s 
offensive attack. 

Coach Lisa Britton 
guided Hickman Coun-
ty to the 1st District 
softball title. 

Both Hickman Coun-
ty and Carlisle County 
advanced to the 1st 
Region Softball Tour-
nament.  

Lady Falcons win second 
straight 1st District title

Staff Report

Lady Bomber 
sophomore Blakeley 
Shepherd earned a 
pair of  top 10 finishes 
in the KHSAA Class 
1A Track and Field 
Championships in 
Lexington.  The 1st Re-
gion Champion in the 
Discus backed up her 
regional title with an 
8th place finish in the 
state championship.  
She then transferred 
from the Discus to the 
Shot Put where she 
finished in a 3-way tie 

for 10th place.  Ballard 
Memorial 7th grader 
Zoe McGlenon got 
valuable varsity expe-
rience earning a berth 
into the State Champi-
onship in the Shot Put 

where she recorded 
the 23rd best throw of  
the day. She will look 
to use that experience 
as she prepares for the 
Middle School State 
Tournament on May 
30th.  Senior Karley 
Veit raced to the 15th 
fastest time in the 
100M Hurdles to end 
her Ballard Memo-
rial track career.  A 
young track team 
looks to build upon 
the achievements this 
season as they build 
for an even stronger 
season in 2027.

Shepherd Earns Top 10 At State

By Tim Taylor
KPI Sports Writer

BARDWELL — Hick-
man County finished 
runner-up in the 1st 
District Baseball Tour-
nament.

Host Carlisle Coun-
ty edged Hickman 
County 2-1 in the 1st 
District Baseball Tour-
nament championship 
game on Thursday, 
May 21. 

The Falcons and 
Comets were tied 1-1 
midway through the 
district championship 
game. Carlisle County 
scored the game-win-
ning run during the 
bottom half  of  the 
seventh inning.  

Kase Kelly pitched 
a complete game for 
Carlisle County and 
earned the win on the 
mound. Kelly recorded 
15 strikeouts. 

Kobe Yamauchi 
pitched a complete 
game for Hickman 
County and took the 
loss on the mound. 
Yamauchi recorded 
five strikeouts. 

Carlisle County 
plated two runs on 
seven hits. Kelly (one 
hit), Maylon Hafford 
(two hits), Karmine 
Vela (one hit), Myles 
Fourshee (one hit), 
Tae Warren (one hit) 
and Justice Gill (one 
hit) accounted for Car-

lisle County’s offense 
in the championship 
game. Hafford and 
Camden Rogers each 
scored one run for the 
Comets. 

Hickman County 
pushed across one 
run on eight hits. 
Yamauchi (two hits), 
Witt Carter (two hits), 
Korbin Kimbell (one 
hit), Brec Byassee (one 
hit), Nyiahez Irons 
(one hit) and Drew 
Cunningham (one hit) 
accounted for Hick-
man County’s offense. 

Both Carlisle County 
and Hickman County 
advanced to the 1st 
Region Baseball Tour-
nament. 

Comets outlast Falcons in 
1st District title game 

Staff Report

Paducah Tilghman finished runner-up in the 2026 2nd District Softball 
Tournament.             	       (Photo courtesy of Paducah Tilghman High School)
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​​​​FRANKFORT — 
Biologists with the 
Kentucky Department 
of  Fish and Wildlife 
Resources have con-
firmed the presence of  
Alabama bass hybrids 
in Lake Linville, 
marking the first time 
the species has been 
detected in Kentucky 
waters. Lake Linville 
is a 356-acre lake locat-
ed near Mt. Vernon in 
Rockcastle County.

During routine fish-
eries surveys at Lake 
Linville, biologists col-
lected two fish initially 
identified as spot-
ted bass that raised 
concern. Subsequent 
genetic analysis con-
firmed that both fish 
were Alabama bass/
spotted bass hybrids.

The extent of  Ala-
bama bass presence in 
Lake Linville is cur-
rently unknown. Fish-
eries biologists with 
the department are 
conducting expanded 
genetic testing of  Lake 
Linville’s bass popu-

lation. Findings from 
this effort will help 
guide future manage-
ment strategies for the 
lake and surrounding 
waterways.

Alabama bass, 
native to the Mobile 
Bay basin in Missis-
sippi, Alabama and 
Georgia, have caused 
devastating impacts to 
fisheries outside their 
native range across 
several southeastern 
states. Recent intro-
ductions of  the species 
by anglers in Ten-
nessee, Georgia and 
North Carolina have 
significantly altered 
native populations 
of  smallmouth bass, 
largemouth bass and 
spotted bass through 
interbreeding and 
competition.

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife biologists 
are most concerned 
about the potential 
for Alabama bass to 
interbreed with native 
smallmouth and 
spotted bass popu-
lations in Kentucky. 

The resulting hybrid 
fish would eventual-
ly eliminate existing 
smallmouth bass and 
spotted bass over time. 
Home of  the world-re-
cord smallmouth bass, 
Kentucky’s premier 
smallmouth bass fish-
eries, including Lake 
Cumberland and Dale 
Hollow Lake, could 
face serious risk if  an-
glers continue to move 
Alabama bass into 
Kentucky waters.

“The discovery of  
Alabama bass hybrids 
in Lake Linville is con-
cerning for fisheries in 
Kentucky,” said Marcy 
Anderson, program 
coordinator for the 
Southeast Fisheries 
District for Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife. “It’s 
not simply about an 
introduction of  a new 
species. It’s also the 
long-term negative 
consequences for the 
native bass species 
that anglers frequent-
ly target.”

Previous Alabama 
bass introductions to 

new waters in other 
states have shown that 
they quickly become 
the dominant species 
and drastically re-
duce the abundance 
of  largemouth bass 
through competition. 
Alabama bass do not 
grow as large as they 
typically do in their 
native environment 
and invasive popu-
lations are usually 
composed of  fish 
much smaller than the 
largemouth bass they 
displaced.

Alabama bass are 
nearly indistinguish-
able from native 
Kentucky spotted bass 
based on appearance 
alone, making genet-
ic analysis the most 
reliable method for 
identification. Howev-
er, differences between 
Alabama bass and oth-
er black bass species 
— such as largemouth 
bass and smallmouth 
bass — can sometimes 
be observed through 
jaw size, lateral band 
coloration and overall 

body coloring.
“For many years 

Alabama bass were 
considered a subspe-
cies of  spotted bass 
and many anglers 
still refer to Alabama 
bass as “spots,” said 
Dave Dreves, director 
of  the Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife Fisheries 
Division. “Unfortu-
nately, Alabama bass 
are very different from 
our native Kentucky 
spotted bass so it’s 
critical that these fish 
are not moved to new 
waterbodies.”​

Public engagement 
remains critical in 
addressing the spread 
of  invasive species 
such as Alabama bass. 
Anglers and boaters 
are reminded not to 
move fish and plants 
between water bodies, 
as doing so can unin-
tentionally introduce 
invasive species into 
new ecosystems. Fol-
lowing all state regu-
lations is essential to 
protecting Kentucky’s 
aquatic resources.

“Invasive species 
negatively impact the 
local environment and 
economy when intro-
duced into new areas,” 
said Jeffrey Herod, 
aquatic invasive spe-
cies coordinator for 
the department. “In 
the case of  Alabama 
bass, there is sufficient 
information based on 
research from fish-
eries biologists from 
multiple states that 
anglers should antici-
pate negative impacts 
to aquatic habitat, and 
specifically declines 
in largemouth bass, 
smallmouth bass and 
spotted bass popula-
tions if  Alabama bass 
become established.”

More information 
about Alabama bass 
including how to 
identify the species 
is available on the 
department’s website 
(fw.ky.gov) on the Fre-
quently Asked Ques-
tions about Alabama 
Bass and the Aquatic 
Nuisance Species 
(ANS) webpages.

Invasive Alabama bass found at 
Lake Linville in Rockcastle County 

Staff Report

The Calloway County girls’ track & field team won the KHSAA Class 2A State Championship in Lexington on Friday, May 22.              	             
(Photo courtesy of Calloway County High School)

Calloway County girls track wins State Championship

The Graves County Boys’ Basketball Summer Camp was held at GCHS 
May 19-21.             	             (Photo courtesy of Graves County High School)

Carlisle County finished runner-up in the 2026 1st District Softball 
Tournament on Thursday, May 21.             	       	  

(Photo courtesy of Carlisle County High School)

Carlisle County won the 2026 1st District Baseball Championship on Thursday, May 21.              	               (Photo courtesy of Carlisle County High School)

Carlisle County baseball wins District Championship
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ABSOLUTE ESTATE AUCTION

BUNCH BROTHERS
AUCTIONEERS & REALTY INC.

P.O. BOX 175 - WINGO, KY 42088
Phone: (270) 376-2922  •  Cell: (270) 748-8080

Website: bunchbrothers.com

Lisa Wilson, RE Broker     •     Email: Lori@bunchbrothers.com

STEVEN J. BUNCH, Auctioneer   •   JOE BUNCH, Auctioneer, RE Agent

SELLING THE JOE & WANDA MULLINS ESTATE  
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Brick Home & Shop, Nice, Clean Furniture, 

Appliances, Collectibles, Household Items & More!!!

LOCATION: 326 ST. RT. 944, WINGO, KY

SAT., JUNE 27th AT 10:00 A.M.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: Complete Payment Due Day of Sale with Cash or Check. No Debit or Credit Cards.
 NO BUYER’S PREMIUM! All announcements made day of sale take precedence over any previous advertisements

ABSOLUTE ESTATE AUCTION

Selling the Estate of Mike Stamper & Complete Liquidation of 
Mobile Maintenance.  Equipment, Trucks, Tools & More!!! 

 MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON!!!

LOCATION: 16309 St Hwy 60, Borden, IN

SAT., JULY 18th AT 9:00 A.M. E.D.T.

HISTORY MADE — The Ballard Memorial Lady Bombers celebrate after capturing the 2026 1st Region Softball Championship, defeating Hickman 
County 7-4 to earn the program’s first-ever trip to the KHSAA State Softball Tournament in Lexington.  				    (Photo by Travis Holder)

Lady Bombers win 1st Region Championship

Members of the 2026 1st Region All-Tournament Team were recognized following the regional championship game Wednesday night at Paducah 
Tilghman. Honorees included Ballard Memorial’s Adalyn Hargrove, Aubrey Alexander, Miley Nichols, and Mady Bohde; Hickman County’s Keeleigh 
Stewart, Kaylee Britton, and Blair Byassee; McCracken County’s Olivia Lee and Alyssa Knight; Paducah Tilghman’s Adrienne Romain and Camrynn 
McMinn; Calloway County’s Hailee Jones; Graves County’s Payton Hayden; Carlisle County’s Rylee Lemons; and Marshall County’s Elin Denfip. 

(Photo by Travis Holder)

1st Region All-Tournament Team

Despite the loss, the Hickman County Lady Falcons finished an 
impressive postseason run as 1st Region Runner-Up. The Lady Falcons 
battled until the final out Wednesday night against Ballard Memorial 
and finished the season with pride, determination, and a regional 
championship appearance to remember. 	            (Photo by Travis Holder)

Lady Falcons finish 1st 
Region Runner-Up
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RANCHER’S CHOICE
GRAND OPENING

LOCATED NEXT TO THE SMOKE SHOP

2300 NORTH EIGHT STREET
PADUCAH, KY 42001

270-391-1777

All beef cut on premises.  All total dollar prices based on minimum weight.  Examples 
are examples only. All free items with purchase.  Beef weight will vary as beef is not a 
manufactured item. All beef sold hanging weight, subject to trim loss. Final take-home 

weight varies based on cutting preferences. Small processing charge may apply. Examples 
Steer weights vary 600-1,200lbs Plus Bonus Pack, Absolutely No Charge Avg weight 160-
360 Lbs. Quarter half and whole cows or come with pork and poultry and can be custom 

built to put your family’s needs as a food plan also it is packer trim beef meaning that the 
packer has trim most the fat bone off of them. Custom Cut to your family’s needs.

APPROX. 500 LB. 
OF PREMIUM MEAT

APPROX. 250 LB. 
OF PREMIUM MEAT

APPROX. 125 LB. 
OF PREMIUM MEAT

WHOLEWHOLE BEEF1/21/2 BEEF1/41/4 BEEF

$39 / WEEK$49 / WEEK$59 / WEEK

12 TO 16 MONTH FOOD PLAN6 TO 8 MONTH FOOD PLAN4 TO 6 MONTH FOOD PLAN
Based on a family of fourBased on a family of fourBased on a family of four

FREE BONUS PACKS INCLUDED!

SPECIAL OFFER
10 FREE NEW YORK STRIPS

TO THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

|
PORK POULTRY

35 LB FREE35 LB FREE
WITH 1/4 BEEF

Mix & Match for your Family Needs

PORK CHOPS PORK ROAST
BACON SAUSAGERIBS

WHOLE CHICKEN
TENDERSBREAST |

PORK POULTRY
75 LB FREE75 LB FREE

WITH 1/2 BEEF

Mix & Match for your Family Needs

PORK CHOPS PORK ROAST
BACON SAUSAGERIBS

WHOLE CHICKEN
TENDERSBREAST |

PORK POULTRY
100 LB FREE100 LB FREE

WITH WHOLE BEEF

Mix & Match for your Family Needs

PORK CHOPS PORK ROAST
BACON SAUSAGERIBS

WHOLE CHICKEN
TENDERSBREAST

COLUMBUS, KY 
– Fresh off  a ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
to formally open its 
grounds to the public 
together, The Ingram 
Distillery is deepen-
ing its partnership 
with One Mississippi, 
the nonprofit organi-
zation whose mission 
is to protect, strength-
en, and restore the 
Mississippi River, by 
supporting its annual 
River Days of  Action 
event. 

River Days of  Ac-
tion will take place 
June 1-15 in towns 
and cities through-
out the Mississippi 
River system and will 
include hands-on 
activities and events 
like canoe excursions, 

restoration projects, 
engaging webinars, 
and more that inspire 
action for people, 
land, water, and wild-
life. The Ingram Dis-
tillery is supporting 
in a number of  ways:

River Days of  Ac-
tion Sweepstakes. For 
those who enter the 
River Days of  Action 
Sweepstakes, three 
winners will be select-
ed to win different In-
gram Distillery prizes 
including one Grand 
Prize of  an overnight 
stay at its grounds 
complete with dinner, 
tours and a special 
private tasting.

Free Ingram Distill-
ery Tours on National 
Mississippi River Day 
(June 2). The first 14 
people who sign up for 

a tour on this day will 
get a one-of-a-kind 
bourbon experience at 
no cost!

Working with civic 
leaders in Columbus 
and Hickman County, 
KY to secure a proc-
lamation officially 
recognizing June 2 as 
National Mississippi 
River Day. 

Participating in the 
Four Rivers Clean 
Sweep river cleanup 
in Paducah, KY on 
June 6 

“What One Missis-

sippi does to ener-
gize people around 
a shared love of  the 
Mississippi is incred-
ible,” said Founder 
Hank Ingram. “We are 
proud to play a role in 
this year’s River Days 
of  Action and look 
forward to continuing 
to do so far into the 
future. We hope our 
involvement inspires 
others to participate 
and help protect this 
vital waterway. It’s 
an American wonder 
that has served as 

inspiration for count-
less adventurers and 
innovators over the 
years – and that cer-
tainly includes us!”

 “We are inspired 
by the support from 
The Ingram Distillery 
for this year’s Riv-
er Days of  Action,” 
said Kelly McGinnis, 
Executive Director 
for One Mississippi. 
“Their generosity 
during Earth Day and 
their opening week-
end reflects a shared 
commitment to the 
Mississippi River and 
the communities it 
supports. As River 
Days of  Action 2026 
continues to grow, 
partnerships like this 
will help make this 
year’s program one 
of  our most impactful 

yet.”
The Ingram Dis-

tillery is located in 
Columbus, KY on a 
bluff  above the Mis-
sissippi River, sitting 
right beside Colum-
bus-Belmont State 
Park. Those interest-
ed in booking tours 
can go to The Ingram 
Distillery’s Visit page 
to learn more about 
the different offer-
ings. Availability is 
limited, so parties are 
encouraged to make 
their booking sooner 
than later. 

 To learn more 
about The Ingram 
Distillery and to sign 
up for updates, please 
visit IngramWhiskey.
com. You can also fol-
low on Facebook and 
Instagram.

Finding and rais-
ing cemetery sunken 
stones is worth it all 
as we continue a mas-
sive cleanup in the 
Pace Family Pioneer 
Cemetery plot.

The Pace Family 
Pioneer Cemetery 
plot is rooted in the 
lineage of  John Pace, 
Pioneer Patriarch, 
who was born in 
(1794-1863) in Virginia

and became an 

influential pioneer 
settler of  Ballard 
County, Kentucky.

No one’s tombstone 
should be sunken.

Join us Saturday, 
May 30th., 8 a.m. until 
Noon (weather per-
mitting) to find and 
raise more Pace Fam-
ily Pioneer Cemetery 
sunken stones.

Contact bettyjohn-
sonky@yahoo.com or 
text 270 210 3538

Raising Cemetery Sunken Stones
By Betty L. Johnson

The Ingram Distillery Deepens Partnership with One 
Mississippi with Support of River Days of Action

Press Release

Finding a sunken stone at Pace cemetary Sunken stone all cleaned up at Pace cemetary



	 NEWS	 WEST KY NEWS • 270-442-7389

OCTC to host downtown campus open house on June 13
By Katie Powers

OWENSBORO, KY— 
Owensboro Community 
& Technical College 
will host its Downtown 
Campus Open House on 
Saturday, June 13, from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the OCTC Downtown 
Campus, located at c. 
The event is free and 

open to the public and 
will take place rain or 
shine.

The open house 
will provide an 
opportunity for the 
community to explore 
OCTC’s Downtown 
Campus, meet the 
people behind its 
programs and services, 
and experience the 

variety of  training 
opportunities available 
throughout the facility.

“Whether someone is 
exploring educational 
opportunities, looking 
to build new skills, 
or simply wanting 
to learn more about 
OCTC, the Downtown 
Campus Open House 
is designed to welcome 
everyone,” said Alicyn 
Rodgers, Workforce 
Solutions Program 
Coordinator and Career 
Navigator. “There truly 
is something here for 
students, employers, 
and community 
members alike.”

Attendees will have 
the opportunity to 
connect with staff, 
explore hands-on 
training areas, 
participate in games 
and activities, enjoy 

light refreshments, 
and enter to win prizes 
throughout the event.

“The Downtown 
Campus is home to 
a wide variety of  
programs and services, 
and this event gives 
the community an 
opportunity to come 
inside, ask questions, 
and experience what 
we do firsthand,” 
said James Cecil, 
OCTC CDL Program 
Instructor.

Representatives 
from Adult Education, 
Workforce Solutions, 
and the Veterinary 
Technology program 
will be available to 
answer questions and 
share information. 
Adult Education 
representatives will 
be available to discuss 
English Language 

Learner and GED 
programs. Workforce 
Solutions programs 
featured during the 
event will include 
CDL training, TechX, 
Healthcare programs, 
GO FAME, ITEC, 
Computer Based 
Training/Flextrain 
(CBT/Flextrain), 
AMTEC, and Artificial 
Intelligence Innovation 
initiatives.

Visitors will also have 
the opportunity to learn 
more about OCTC’s 
Veterinary Technology 
program and its 
partnership with 
Saving Paws Animal 
Rescue of  Kentucky 
(SPARKY), a local no-
kill animal shelter.

“OCTC is committed 
to providing accessible 
education and 
workforce training 

that supports both 
individual success 
and the needs of  our 
region,” said Sheri 
Plain, OCTC Vice 
President of  Workforce 
Solutions. “Events like 
the Downtown Campus 
Open House allow us 
to connect directly 
with the community, 
showcase these 
opportunities firsthand, 
and help people 
discover programs 
that can support their 
goals.”

Whether you’re a 
student, employer, or 
community member, 
there is something here 
for you at the OCTC 
Downtown Campus 
Open House.

For more 
information, contact 
James Cecil or Alicyn 
Rodgers at 270-686-
4444 or email octc.
workforcesolutions@
kctcs.edu.

##
Owensboro 

Community & 
Technical College 
is one of  the sixteen 
community and 
technical colleges 
that make up the 
Kentucky Community 
& Technical College 
System. OCTC serves 
the KY counties of  
Daviess, Hancock, Ohio 
and McLean. OCTC 
has three campuses in 
Daviess County and 
a Center and Annex 
in Hancock County. 
OCTC strives to serve 
the communities in 
the service area by 
providing associate 
degree education for 
transfer, state of  the art 
technical education for 
students focusing on 
entering the workforce, 
customized business 
and industry solutions 
through the Workforce 
Solutions division, and 
adult education and 
business and industry 
testing through the 
SkillTrain unit.

Cremation Before the ServiceCremation Before the ServiceCremation Before the ServiceCremation Before the Service Cremation Following the ServiceCremation Following the ServiceCremation Following the ServiceCremation Following the Service

Call today for more information:
270.442.5100

Every life deserves a respectful goodbye.Every life deserves a respectful goodbye.

At Milner & Orr Funeral Homes, we understand howAt Milner & Orr Funeral Homes, we understand howAt Milner & Orr Funeral Homes, we understand how 
difficult saying goodbye can be.difficult saying goodbye can be.difficult saying goodbye can be.

At Milner & Orr Funeral Homes, we understand how
difficult saying goodbye can be.

We offer personalized funeral services with cremation that celebrate aWe offer personalized funeral services with cremation that celebrate aWe offer personalized funeral services with cremation that celebrate a
life well lived while offering comfort and support to your family.life well lived while offering comfort and support to your family.life well lived while offering comfort and support to your family.

We offer personalized funeral services with cremation that celebrate a
life well lived while offering comfort and support to your family.

Whether you prefer a full traditional service or an intimate gathering--Whether you prefer a full traditional service or an intimate gathering--Whether you prefer a full traditional service or an intimate gathering--
with cremation before or after the memorial--with cremation before or after the memorial--with cremation before or after the memorial--

we’ll create a meaningful farewell that reflectswe’ll create a meaningful farewell that reflectswe’ll create a meaningful farewell that reflects
your loved one’s unique story.your loved one’s unique story.your loved one’s unique story.

Whether you prefer a full traditional service or an intimate gathering--
with cremation before or after the memorial--

we’ll create a meaningful farewell that reflects 
your loved one’s unique story. 

Proudly Serving--Proudly Serving--Proudly Serving--
Paducah, Lone Oak, Benton,Paducah, Lone Oak, Benton,Paducah, Lone Oak, Benton, 

Wickliffe, Bardwell, ArlingtonWickliffe, Bardwell, ArlingtonWickliffe, Bardwell, Arlington

Proudly Serving--
Paducah, Lone Oak, Benton, 

Wickliffe, Bardwell, Arlington

onoring Your Loved One with Dignity and Graceonoring Your Loved One with Dignity and GraceHH

and future capital 
investments. The 
budget identifies more 
than $15.5 million 
in unfunded capital 
needs including City 
Hall stabilization, a 
future police station, 
and planning for the 
future replacement of  
Fire Station #4.

In closing Jordan 
said, “The FY 2026–
2027 Budget represents 
more than a spending 
plan—it reflects a 
strategic commitment 
to strengthening the 
services residents 
rely upon today 
while preparing 
our community 
for tomorrow. 
It is disciplined, 
balanced, and 
intentionally aligned 
with the priorities 
of  the Commission. 
Together, we continue 
building a stronger, 
more resilient 
Paducah—honoring 
our history while 
confidently preparing 
for the future.”

Zoning Text 
Amendments to Help 
Restore Neighborhoods

The Paducah Board 
of  Commissioners 
approved an ordinance 
amending Section 126-
104, Medium Density 
Residential Zone R-3, 
of  the Paducah Code 
of  Ordinances. The 
Paducah Planning 
Commission 
met April 6 and 

provided a favorable 
recommendation for 
the amendments.

The text 
amendments expand 
the principal uses 
permitted in the R-3 
Zone and create a 
better transition to 
the R-4 High Density 
Residential Zone. 
The amendments 
will allow smaller lot 
sizes and narrower lot 
widths to help restore 
the development 
pattern of  historic 
neighborhoods such 
as the Southside and 
the Northside Historic 
District. In addition, 
the amendments 
introduce corner 
stores as principal 
permitted uses. 
Historically, corner 
stores served as 
neighborhood hubs 
in higher-density 
residential areas.

Discussion about 
the use of  Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in 
Local Government

Chief  Technology 
Director Eric Stuber 
provided an overview 
of  the use of  artificial 
intelligence (AI) in 
local government and 
recommendations 
for moving forward 
with the creation of  
an internal AI policy. 
Stuber began with by 
defining AI as a broad 
range of  technologies 
that enable computers 
to perform tasks that 
typically require 
human thinking and 

decision-making.
Rather than being 

a single technology, 
AI includes systems 
such as generative 
AI, machine learning, 
computer vision, 
natural language 
processing, optical 
character recognition 
(OCR), behavioral AI, 
intelligent automation, 
and agentic AI. In 
local government, 
these tools can 
support a variety of  
functions including 
cybersecurity, 
financial auditing, law 
enforcement, urban 
blight management, 
resident inquiries, 
FOIA redaction, 
plan review and 
code compliance, 
call handling, 
meeting minutes, and 
compensation studies.

Stuber emphasized 
that successful AI 
implementation 
requires a 
thoughtful and 
practical approach. 
Organizations should 
start with small, 
clearly defined use 
cases, establish 
governance policies, 
require human 
oversight through a 
“human in the loop” 
process, and disclose 
when AI is being used.

The City of  Paducah 
already is applying 
AI in several areas 
including OCR of  
documents, email 
security, machine 
learning for endpoint 
detection and 

response, generative 
AI for policy review 
and meeting notes, 
and OCR in law 
enforcement.

Moving forward, 
the recommended 
next steps include 
adopting an AI 
policy, forming an AI 
working group, and 
evaluating additional 
opportunities where 
AI can improve 
efficiency and service 
delivery.

Additional Meeting 
Information

Mayor George 
Bray presented a 
proclamation to 
Paducah Main Street 
Executive Director 
Blaine McDonald 
and Assistant 
Director Carly Dick 
proclaiming May as 
Paducah Main Street 
Month to celebrate 
the accomplishments 
of  the organization 
since transitioning 
to an independent 
agency in 2025. The 
proclamation also 
proclaims the first 
Friday in June as 
Fridays After Five 
Concert Series Day to 
kick off  the concert 
series that will be held 
Friday evenings from 
June 5 through August 
7.

Appointment of  
Michael Yungmann to 
the Paducah Junior 
College Foundation 
Board.

Municipal Order 
approved authorizing 

the Mayor to execute 
a purchase agreement 
with DWA Recreation 
for shade canopies 
in Noble Park. There 
will be four canopies 
at the Noble Park Pool 
and two at the tennis 
courts.

Municipal Order 
approved authorizing 
the Mayor to execute 
a purchase agreement 
with Miracle 
Playground of  KY and 
TN for playground 
equipment for Kolb 
Park.

Municipal Order 
approved authorizing 
a contract renewal 
with Rightway 
Janitorial for 
custodial services 
for the City’s public 
restroom facilities.

Municipal Order 
approved authorizing 
the application of  a 
Kentucky Office of  
the Attorney General 
Stand by the Badge: 
Peer Support for Law 
Enforcement Grant 
requesting $5000. The 
funds would be used 
to implement a peer 
support team to help 
promote mental health 
and wellness.

Municipal Order 
approved authorizing 
a Memorandum 
of  Understanding 
between the Paducah 
Police Department 
and the Paducah 
Independent School 
District permitting 
School Resource 
Officers to conduct 
law enforcement 

activities beyond 
school property to 
fulfill duties including 
home visits, mutual 
aid responses, and 
truancy summonses.

Municipal Order 
approved for the 
purchase of  light 
fixtures from Hannan 
Supply for the Marine 
Way Improvement 
Project.

Municipal Order 
approved for a 
contract with World 
Tower to complete 
the E911 tower 
remediation project.

Municipal Order 
approved for a 
contract with Allied 
Contracting for 
improvements to 
the Administrative 
Department at City 
Hall.

Municipal Order 
approved for a 
contract with Window 
Energy for window 
security film for City 
Hall.

Municipal Orders 
approved for a 
contract with Ray 
Black and Son for 
capital improvements 
to the Hotel 
Metropolitan. Funds 
for this project are 
through a Mellon 
Foundation grant 
received in 2024.

Ordinance approved 
amending the current 
fiscal year budget to 
address adjustments 
identified since the 
budget’s adoption.

HIGHLIGHTS,
from front page
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FRANKFORT, 
Ky. (KT) – Ken-
tucky State Police 
(KSP) has added a 
specialized “Rook” 
armored vehicle to 
its fleet, enhancing 
the agency’s ability 
to respond to calls 
while prioritizing the 
safety of  both troop-
ers and the public.

“Our brave law 
enforcement offi-
cers put themselves 
in harm’s way to 
make our commu-
nities safer,” Gov. 
Andy Beshear said. 
“Providing them the 
resources they need 
not only boosts pub-
lic safety, but also 
helps ensure they 
can return home 
safely to their family 

at the end of  each 
shift.”

The Rook is a ver-
satile tactical vehicle 
designed to protect 
officers in complex 
law enforcement 
operations, including 
hostage situations, 
barricaded subjects, 
riot response and 
natural disaster sce-
narios. Its compact 
design allows it to 
operate in confined 
spaces where the use 
of  traditional ar-
mored vehicles may 
be limited.

Interchangeable 
attachments, such 
as a hydraulic fork 
for removing obsta-
cles and an armored 
personnel cage for a 
protected approach, 
allow troopers to 
intervene in danger-

ous situations. KSP’s 
Rook is the only such 
vehicle in the state 
and one of  only 108 
in the nation. The ve-
hicle was purchased 
in December 2025 
using asset forfeiture 
funds, which are 
funds seized from 
criminal activity 
that are in turn used 

to enhance public 
safety at no addition-
al cost to Kentucky 
taxpayers.

“The Kentucky 
State Police is com-
mitted to providing 
our troopers with the 
best equipment avail-
able to safely resolve 
critical incidents,” 
KSP Commissioner 

Phillip Burnett Jr., 
said. “This purchase 
is the direct result 
of  successful inves-
tigative efforts by 
our troopers, turning 
funds that were de-
rived from criminal 
activity into tools 
that help us combat 
crime and protect 
Kentuckians.”

The positive im-
pacts of  the Rook 
have already been 
proven. Since its 
acquisition, KSP’s 
Special Response 
Team has deployed 
the Rook eight times, 
and it has proven 
to be a life-saving 
tool, helping breach 
barricades and pro-
tect troopers while 
serving high-risk 
warrants.

By investing in 
advanced tools like 
the Rook, the KSP 
says this helps them 
continue their mis-
sion to protect and 
serve the people 
of  Kentucky while 
ensuring troopers 
are equipped to meet 
evolving public safe-
ty challenges.

KSP adds bulletproof Rook vehicle to fleet
By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

The Rook armored vehicle has been added to the Kentucky State Police fleet.

25 years of heavy 
equipment solutions 
that deliver.

Fast Turnaround. Proven Success.

purplewave.com

AUCTIONS

2015 Mack GU713 
dump truck

2016 Load King S-55-SF 
lowboy equipment trailer

2022 John Deere 333G 
skid steer

2019 Komatsu PC170LC-11 
excavator

2021 Caterpillar 963 
track loader

2021 Caterpillar 325 
excavator

2024 Mack Granite 
crane truck

2021 John Deere 460E 
articulated haul truck

2016 Wirtgen W120CFi 
milling machine

Hydrema 922HM 
haul truck

DV4256 
1992 Lorain 
LRT-350D crane  
LOCATED IN 
CORYDON,KY

THURSDAY, JUNE 4

CONSTRUCTION

EQUIPMENT
EF1165 ED5233 EM8604 YA3276 ED5238

EU0579 FC5592 FC2232 EA4803 YA3272

525+ ITEMS SELL NO RESERVE!
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FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – The Kentucky 
Department of  Educa-
tion (KDE) announced 
on Tuesday their 
plans for the annual 
summer meals pro-
gram for students, 
during the time class-
es are not in session.

During the sum-
mer months, the 
Summer Food Ser-
vice Program – also 
called Sun Meals – is 
administered by the 
KDE. The program 
provides meals at no 
cost from late May 
through August to 
children 18 and under 
in low-income areas. 
KDE partners with 
school districts and 

community organi-
zations statewide to 
offer nutritious meals, 
recreational fun and 
educational activities 
while school is out of  
session.

This summer, more 
than 2,000 sites will 
serve meals to Ken-
tucky children. The 
number of  Summer 
Food Service Program 
meals and meal sites 
has increased each 
year, as more people 
have awareness of, 
and participation 
in, the program has 
occurred.

In rural areas, 
meals may be avail-
able for multiple days 
and in some cases, 
provided “to go” to 
children, parents or 
guardians.

Site locations and 
meal service times 
vary across the state. 
Visit the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Summer 
Meals for Kids Site 
Finder or call the 
USDA Hunger Hotline 
at (866) 348-6479 for 
information about 

meal sites, distribu-
tion days and whether 
meals are eaten on 
site or are available to 
go. For more detailed 
information, contact 
the organizations 
which are providing 
the meals.

The Summer Food 
Service Program in 

Kentucky is part of  
the National Sum-
mer Food Service 
Program, a federally 
funded program oper-
ated by the USDA.

In accordance with 
Federal civil rights 
law and USDA civil 
rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its 

Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and insti-
tutions participating 
in or administering 
USDA programs 
are prohibited from 
discriminating based 
on race, color, nation-
al origin, religion, 
sex, disability, age, 
marital status, fam-
ily/parental status, 
income derived from 
a public assistance 
program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, 
in any program or 
activity conducted or 
funded by USDA (not 
all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing 
deadlines vary by pro-
gram or incident.

NEWS

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

McDonald’s 
 Benton • Calvert City • Draffenville 

Mayfield • Metropolis • Murray • Paducah 

New McCafé Refreshers

STARTS FRIDAY JUNE 5
“MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE”  PG-13

STARTS FRIDAY JUNE 12
“DISCLOSURE DAY”  PG-13

of Mayfield Princess Theaters
1102 Paris Rd • Mayfield • 270.251.3583 www.princessofmayfield.com 

May 29th thru June 4th May 29th thru June 4th

Michael 
(PG-13)

Fri 7:00 pm; Sat & Sun 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Mon thru Thurs 7:00 pm

Star Wars: Mandalorian and 
Grogu  (PG-13)

Fri 7:00 pm; Sat & Sun 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Mon thru Thurs 7:00 pm

MAYFIELD, Ky. 
(KT) – An investi-
gation by Kentucky 
State Police (KSP) 
Post 1 detectives led to 
the arrest of  a former 
Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC) 
employee, now living 
in Tennessee, for 
thefts that occurred 
while he was with 
KYTC.

On April 13, KSP 
Post 1 at Mayfield 
received informa-
tion from the KYTC 
Office of  Inspector 
General reporting a 

suspected theft from 
the KYTC Driver 
Licensing Regional 
Office in Mayfield. It 
was reported to KSP 
that Hunter Simmons, 
while employed with 
KYTC, stole payments 
for services rendered 
by KYTC at the driver 
licensing regional 
office.

A thorough investi-
gation led to findings 
that Simmons was em-
ployed as the Admin-
istrative Section Su-
pervisor for both the 
Mayfield and Paducah 
KYTC Driver Licens-
ing Regional Offices. 
During his employ-

ment, between April 
of  2024 and January 
of  2026, Simmons was 
found to have stolen 

$88,688.50 from the 
Mayfield location. An 
investigation of  the 
Paducah office is still 

ongoing.
The Mayfield inves-

tigation was pre-
sented to the Graves 
County grand jury on 
May 12, 2026, result-
ing in the indictment 
of  Mr. Simmons for 
the offense of  Theft 
By Unlawful Tak-
ing (greater than 
$10,000 but less than 
$1,000,000).

After the indictment 
was handed down, 
Hunter Simmons, 
33 years old, now of  
Bradford, Tenn., was 
located and arrested 
by the Gibson County, 
Tennessee Sheriff’s 
Office on May 19, 2026. 

On May 21, 2026, Sim-
mons was extradited 
from Tennessee and 
brought to the Graves 
County Restricted 
Custody Center where 
he was served with 
the indictment war-
rant. 

The investigation 
remains ongoing by 
Detective Propes with 
additional charges 
possible in McCrack-
en County, once that 
investigation is con-
cluded.

Simmons has his 
next appearance be-
fore a judge scheduled 
for Monday at Graves 
Circuit Court.

Ex-KYTC employee facing theft charges
By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today

Hunter Simmons is facing theft charges while working as 
a supervisor for KYTC in Mayfield.

Summer meals programs for students back in place
By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today
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A - Admit to God That You Are A Sinner
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God. - Romans 3:23 Repent, turn away from 
your sin. - Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9

B - Believe Jesus Died for Your Sins
For God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only son, that WHOEVER believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16

C - Confess Jesus is Lord
If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead you will be saved. - Romans 10:9

Salvation 
is as 

easy as

ABC

FRANKFORT, Ky. 
(KT) – The Kentucky 
State Police Founda-
tion has announced 
the launch of  its 250 
for $250 Campaign, a 
statewide fundraising 
initiative designed to 
honor America’s up-
coming 250th anniver-
sary while supporting 
the men and women 
of  the Kentucky State 
Police and advanc-
ing the Foundation’s 
mission.

The campaign, 
which runs now 
through July 5, seeks 
to recruit 250 support-
ers to contribute $250 
each, creating a col-
lective investment in 
programs and initia-
tives that strengthen 
public safety, support 
agency personnel and 
their families, and 
enhance the Kentucky 
State Police Founda-
tion’s impact through-
out Kentucky.

Supporters who 
participate will be rec-
ognized as Founding 
Supporters of  the 250 
for $250 Campaign, 
joining an exclusive 
group of  individuals 
committed to pre-
serving the values of  
service, sacrifice, and 
community that have 
defined our nation for 
nearly 250 years.

“For 250 years, 
America has been 
strengthened by 
those willing to serve 
something greater 
than themselves,” 
said Alison Chavies, 
executive director of  
the Kentucky State 
Police Foundation. 
“Through the 250 for 
$250 Campaign, we 
are inviting Kentucki-
ans to honor that leg-
acy by investing in the 
men and women who 
continue to serve our 
Commonwealth every 
day. Together, we can 
ensure the Kentucky 
State Police Founda-
tion remains a strong 
partner in supporting 
public safety, per-

sonnel wellness, and 
programs that make a 
lasting impact across 
Kentucky.”

For generations, law 
enforcement officers 
have served as protec-
tors of  communities 

and guardians of  
public safety, carrying 
forward the ideals of  
duty, responsibility, 
and service that have 
sustained our nation 
since its founding. 
Through their daily 

commitment to pro-
tecting others, they 
uphold a legacy that 
continues to strength-
en communities 
statewide.

The 250 for $250 
Campaign celebrates 

that tradition while 
offering Kentuckians 
an opportunity to 
stand alongside those 
who serve. Funds 
raised through the 
campaign will help 
advance the Founda-
tion’s mission by sup-
porting programs that 
enhance public safety, 
promote personnel 
wellness, provide 
critical resources, and 
strengthen connec-
tions between the 
Kentucky State Police 
and the communities 
they serve.

Individuals, busi-
nesses, and organi-
zations interested 
in becoming one of  
the campaign’s 250 
Founding Supporters 
can contribute online 
or contact the Foun-
dation for additional 
information.

To learn more or 
donate, visit: 250 for 
$250 Campaign.

KSP Foundation begins 250 for $250 fundraising campaign
By TOM LATEK
Kentucky Today
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FUNERAL NOTICES continued 

BALLARD

John Plumley, age 52, passed away on Tuesday, 
May 26, 2026 at his home surrounded by his loving 
family. Visitation will be held on Saturday, May 
30, 2026, after 11:00 a.m. at First Baptist Church of  
LaCenter. Funeral Services will be held on Saturday, 
May 30, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church of  
LaCenter, KY with the Rev. Jason Hay officiating. 
A private family interment will follow at Oscar 
Community Cemetery.

CALDWELL

Charles “Chuck” Tandy, 67, of  Princeton, 
Kentucky, passed away Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 
Baptist Health Deaconess in Madisonville. There will 
be no service held at this time. Morgan’s Funeral 
Home is in charge of  arrangements.

Ophelia Tinsley Scott, 89, of  Princeton, passed 
away on Thursday, May 21, 2026, at her home. Funeral 
services were held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 
2026, at Morgan’s Funeral Home.

Debra Lynn Richardville, known to family and 
friends as Lynn, passed away at home on May 20, 2026, 
at the age of  72. Funeral services to be held Sunday, 
May 24, 2026 at 2:30 PM at Morgan’s Funeral Home 
with Rev. Danny Sherrill officiating.

Joy Elizabeth Watson, 96 of  Princeton, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at her home. 
Funeral services were held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 24, 2026, at Morgan’s Funeral Home with Coley 
Rogers officiating. Burial followed in Morse Cemetery.

CARLISLE

Sarah Beth Lee, age 53, of  Cunningham, 
Kentucky, went to her heavenly home on Wednesday, 
May 20, 2026, in Bardwell, Kentucky, surrounded by 
the love of  family and friends who will forever cherish 
her memory. A Funeral Service was held on Saturday, 
May 23, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at Bethlehem Baptist Church 
in Cunningham, Kentucky, with Bro. Tim Harvey 
officiating. Burial followed at Bethlehem Cemetery in 
Cunningham.

Michael Lynn Copeland, 63, of  Cairo, Illinois, 
passed away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, surrounded 
by the love of  his family and the memories of  a life 
well lived. A Funeral Service was held at 1:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home 
of  Bardwell. Burial followed at Roselawn Cemetery.

Kathy F. Perry, 71, of  Cunningham, Kentucky, 
passed away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at her 
residence, surrounded by the ones she loved. A 
Funeral Service was held at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 23, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of  
Bardwell with Bro. Stan Durrett officiating. Burial 
followed at Cunningham Memorial Gardens.

CHRISTIAN

Sherri Lynn Henderson Guinn, age 63, of  
Hopkinsville, KY, passed away on Saturday, May 23, 
2026, at Baptist Health Deaconess Madisonville of  
natural causes. Celebration of  Life Services will be 
at 1:00 PM on Friday, May 29, 2026, at Maddux-Fuqua-
Hinton Funeral Home with Pastor Ross Littlepage 
officiating and burial to follow in Ancestral Haven 
Memorial Gardens. Visitation will be at the funeral 
home on Friday, May 29, 2026, from 10:00 AM until the 
service time at 1:00 PM.

Michael “Mike” D. Westerman, age 68, of  
Lafayette, KY, passed away on Thursday, May 21, 2026, 
at his home of  natural causes. Graveside Services 
were held at 1:00 PM on Thursday, May 28, 2026, at 
Powell Cemetery with Pastor James Ates officiating 
and burial to follow. Maddux-Fuqua-Hinton Funeral 
Home has been entrusted by the family to handle the 
arrangements.

Arlinda Jones Fourqurean, 71, of  Hopkinsville, 
KY died at 7:03 a.m. Saturday, May 23, 2026, at Baptist 

Health Deaconess in Madisonville, KY. Funeral 
services will be 12:00 p.m. Friday, May 29, 2026, 
at Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral Home. Burial 
will follow in Ancestral Haven Memorial Gardens. 
Visitation will be Friday from 10:00 a.m. until the 
funeral hour. Hughart, Beard & Giles Funeral Home 
is in charge of  the arrangements.

Doris Deane Menser Renshaw, age 97, went 
peacefully to glory at 9:30 a.m. on May 21, 2026 
surrounded by love at Anna Mae Owen Hospice 
House in Murray, Kentucky. Funeral services were 
held at 2:00 p.m., Monday, May 25, 2026 at the Crofton 
Christian Church with Rev. Paul G. Moore and 
Barney Bishop officiating. Burial followed in Ridgetop 
Cemetery in Crofton. 

James Stingily, Jr. - October 19, 1970 — May 21, 
2026 - James gained his wings on May 21, 2026, at 
12:30 p.m. He is reunited in Heaven with his father, 
James Overton Stingily Sr. His godfather, Daniel 
Harris; his sister Pamela; and his maternal and 
paternal grandparents. James will forever be loved, 
remembered, and deeply missed by all who knew him.

Charles E. Blankenship, 70, Johnson Mill Road, 
Hopkinsville, KY, passed away Thursday, May 21, 
2026 at Bradford Heights Nursing and Rehabilitation 
of  natural causes. A memorial service will be held 
at a later date. Lamb Funeral Home is assisting with 
arrangements.

Isobelle Lee Buzzard Estes, 98, Sterling Drive, 
Hopkinsville, KY passed away Wednesday, May 20, 
2026 at Christian Health Center, Hopkinsville, KY 
of  natural causes. A private family service was held 
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at Lamb Funeral Home with 
Rev. Glen Schory officiating. Burial followed in 
Riverside Cemetery.

Charles Edward Byrd, 86, of  Hopkinsville, 
KY died at 6:52 a.m. Monday, May 25, 2026, at his 
residence. Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m. Friday, 
May 29, 2026, at Dogwood Funerals & Cremations of  
Hopkinsville. Burial will follow in Riverside Cemetery. 
Visitation will be Friday from 12:00 p.m. until the 
funeral hour. Dogwood Funerals & Cremations of  
Hopkinsville is in charge of  the arrangements.

Darlene Jane Taylor, 70, of  Oak Grove, KY 
passed away at 11:48 p.m. Thursday, May 21, 2026 
at Centennial Medical Center in Nashville, TN 
surrounded by loved ones. No services will be held 
at this time. Dogwood Funerals & Cremations of  
Hopkinsville is assisting with the arrangements.

CRITTENDEN

John Charles May, 81, of  Marion, Kentucky, died 
peacefully at home on May 23, 2026, surrounded by his 
family. Celebration of  Life Service for John May will 
be held Saturday, May 30,2026  between the hours of  11 
AM - 2 PM at FOHS Hall in Marion, KY.

FULTON

Debora Scott Cox Pennington, age 68, of  Fulton, 
passed away peacefully at her residence on Monday, 
May 25, 2026. There will be no services held at the 
funeral home. 

Nina June Elliott Harris, 86, of  Germantown, TN, 
died peacefully on May 19, 2026. Funeral services will 
be held at 11:00 AM on Monday, June 8, 2026, at the 
Hornbeak Funeral Chapel. Visitation for Ms. Harris 
will be held from 10:00 AM on the 8th until the service 
hour. Burial will follow in the Oak Grove Cemetery.

GRAVES

Doris Alderdice Norsworthy Morris, age 93, of  
Mayfield passed away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 
Jackson Purchase Medical Center in Mayfield, KY. 
Funeral services for Mrs. Doris Alderdice Norsworthy 
Morris were held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
at Byrn Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY. Elliot Hamm 
will officiate.  Interment followed at Lebanon Church 
of  Christ Cemetery.

Mary “Carol” Calhoun, age 82, of  Mayfield 
passed away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at Green 
Acres Healthcare in Mayfield, KY. Funeral services 
for Mrs. Mary “Carol” Calhoun were held at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, May 24, 2026 at Byrn Funeral 
Home in Mayfield, KY. Rev. Richard Dowdy will 
officiate. Interment followed at Pleasant Grove 
Cemetery.

Gary Wayne Hobbs, age 72, of  Mayfield passed 
away on Wednesday May 20, 2026 at his residence. 
Graveside services for Mr. Gary Wayne Hobbs were 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at Trinity 
Cemetery.  Rev. Windell Lain officiated.  Inurnment 
followed.

Loyd Allen Bradford, age 66, of  Hickory passed 
away on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at Jackson Purchase 
Medical Center in Mayfield, KY. Funeral services 
for Mr. Loyd Allen Bradford were held at 1:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 23, 2026 at Byrn Funeral Home 
in Mayfield, KY. Rev. Allen Davidson officiated. 
Interment followed at Liberty Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Masonic rites were conducted by Masonic 
Lodge #283.

Joe Lynn Mason age 85 of  Mayfield, Ky. passed 
away on Sunday May 24, 2026 at the Ray and Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care Center in Paducah, Ky. 
Funeral Services for Mr. Joe Lynn Mason are 
incomplete at this time. Brown Funeral Home of  
Mayfield in charge of  arrangements.

Dennis Eugene Beadles, age 79 of  Mayfield, 
KY passed away on Sunday, May 24, 2026 at Baptist 
Health Paducah surrounded by his family. Funeral 
Services were held at 1:00 PM Thursday, May 28, 2026 
at the Brown Funeral Home in Mayfield, KY with 
Bro. Mykel Tidwell and Dennis’ brother Don Beadles 
officiating. Burial followed in the Highland Park 
Cemetery.

Eldean Warren Atwell age 85 of  Symsonia, 
Ky. passed away on Saturday May 23, 2026. at her 
residence. Graveside services for Mrs. Eldean Warren 
Atwell were held on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 12:30 
P.M. at the New Liberty Baptist Church Cemetery.

Bonnie Lou Griffith, age 77 of  Mayfield, Ky passed 
away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 6:00 AM at Baptist 
Health of  Paducah. Funeral Services were held at 
11:00 AM Monday, May 25, 2026 at the Trace Creek 
Baptist Church with Rev. Ronnie Stinson Sr. and Rev. 
Ronnie Stinson Jr. officiating. Burial followed in the 
Trace Creek Cemetery. 

HICKMAN

Angela Jean Strickland Mayhugh a long-time 
resident of  Clinton, KY and a current resident of  
Georgetown, SC passed away on May 1, 2026, at 
her residence. One day shy of  her 43rd birthday. A 
celebration of  Angie’s life will be held at 7 PM Friday, 
May 29, 2026, at the Hornbeak Funeral Chapel in 
Fulton, KY. Visitation will be held at the funeral home 
from 4 PM Friday until the hour of  service. 

HOPKINS

Carol Ann Cook, 78, of  Madisonville, KY, passed 
away on Sunday May 24, 2026, at Deaconess Gateway 
Hospital in Newburgh, IN, surrounded by her family. 
Funeral services were held at 3:00 P.M. Tuesday, May 
26, 2026, at Grace Baptist Church with Pastor Chris 
officiating. Burial was in Chapel Lawn Funeral Home 
& Memorial Gardens in Crown Point, IN.

Bryce Anthony Dixon, 48 of  Madisonville, passed 
away on Saturday, May 23, 2026 at Deaconess Midtown 
Hospital in Evansville, IN surrounded by his family, 
friends, and co-workers. Funeral Services were held 
at 2pm on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at Barnett Strother 
Funeral Home - Madisonville Chapel. The service 
will be officiated by Gary Taylor, with special words 
of  remembrance by Tim Densmore. Justin Cardwell 
officiated the graveside service. Burial followed at 
Salem Baptist Church Cemetery in Mortons Gap, KY.
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Mary Ann Teofilo, 62, of  Madisonville, KY, passed 
away on Friday, May 22, 2026, at Deaconess Midtown 
Hospital in Evansville, IN, surrounded by her family. 
Funeral services were held at 2:00 P.M., Wednesday, 
May 27, 2026, at Barnett-Strother Funeral Home - 
Madisonville Chapel with Rev. Bobby Todd officiating. 
Burial followed at Odd Fellows Cemetery.

Sgt. Rayger Glenn Roberts (MIA), born March 
31, 1919, in Taylor’s Valley, VA, to the late Oliver and 
Maddie (Holdaway) Roberts. Sgt. Roberts was declared 
legally deceased in December 1953. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by his older sister, 
Hazel Roberts, in 1918. A memorial military service 
will be held at 2:00 P.M. Saturday, June 6, 2026, at 
Browder’s Cemetery in Madisonville, KY, with Fort 
Campbell Color Guard presiding.

Linda L. Vanover Robards, 83, of  Madisonville, 
KY, passed away on Monday, May 25, 2026, at Baptist 
Health Deaconess in Madisonville. A funeral service 
will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 30, 2026, in 
the chapel of  Harris Funeral Home with Pastor 
Ron Elliott officiating and assisted by Rev. Tony 
Frederick. Burial to follow at Odd Fellows Cemetery 
in Madisonville. Visitation will be from 11 a.m. until 
the funeral hour on Saturday at the funeral home.

Carolyn Sue McDowell Bronke, 85, of  Powderly, 
KY, passed away on Thursday, May 21, 2026, at the 
Heartford House in Owensboro, KY. A private burial 
will be held at Fairmont Cemetery in Central City. 
Harris Funeral Home in Madisonville, KY was 
entrusted with care.

Martha Faye Rose, 85, of  Nortonville, KY, passed 
away on Thursday, May 21, 2026, at Baptist Health 
Deaconess in Madisonville. A funeral service was held at 
1 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in the chapel of  Harris 
Funeral Home with Pastor Ted Beaty officiating. Burial 
followed at New Cypress Cemetery in Greenville, KY.  

LIVINGSTON

Jerry Dean Collier, Jr. , a devoted family man 
and respected member of  his community, passed away 
peacefully at his home in Ledbetter, Kentucky on Sunday, 
May 24, 2026, at the age of  67. Friends and loved ones are 
invited to honor Jerry’s memory at Keeling & Goodman 
Funeral Home in Paducah. Visitation was held on 
Thursday, May 28, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m., 
followed by the funeral service at 1:00 p.m. with  Bro. 
Dean Mitcheson and Bro. BJ Myrick officiating. Burial 
followed at Leeper Cemetery in Smithland, Kentucky.

Jerry Wayne Murphy, 80, of  Grand Rivers, 
Kentucky, passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
May 23, 2026, at the Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice 
Care Center at Mercy Health in Paducah. Memorial 
services will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, May 
29, 2026, at Lakeland Funeral Home in Eddyville, 
Kentucky. Memorial visitation will be held from 11:00 
a.m. until service time on Friday, May 29, 2026 at 
Lakeland Funeral Home.

LYON

Kimberly Dawn Norsworthy, age 39, of  Eddyville, 
passed away Monday, May 25, 2026 at her home. 
Funeral services were held at 1:00 pm Thursday, 
May 28, 2026 at Lakeland Funeral Home with Bro. 
Jamus Redd and Bro. Howard Cofey officiating. Burial 
followed in Rolling Hills Cemetery in Eddyville.

MARSHALL

Charles “Charlie” Weatherford, 70, of  Benton, 
KY, passed away surrounded by his family and friends 
on May 24, 2026, at Mercy Health Hospice Center. A 
graveside service will be held Saturday, May 30, 2026, 
at 10:00am with Rev. Timmy Threatt at Woodlawn 
Memorial Gardens.

Shelia Green, age 76 of  Benton, KY passed 
away Sunday, May 24, 2026, at Lake Way Rehab & 
Healthcare Center in Benton, KY. Arrangements are 
incomplete at this time at Collier Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service in Benton, KY.

Danny Allan Lovett, 82, passed peacefully into 
the presence of  the Lord on May, 23, 2026, surrounded 
by the love of  his family. Funeral services were 
conducted at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in 
the chapel of  Collier Funeral Home in Benton, KY, 
with Bro. Rick Miller officiating. Burial followed the 
service at the Horn Cemetery in the Olive Community.

Jimmy Wynn, age 78, of  Benton, KY, died Friday, 
May 22, 2026, at Southgate Nursing & Rehab in 
Metropolis, IL. Arrangements were handled by Collier 
Funeral Home, Benton, KY.  Funeral service was held 
at Collier Funeral Chapel at 1:00 PM, Sunday, May 24, 
2026 with Rev. K. Alan Miller officiating. Interment 
will be at New Zion Cemetery, Benton, KY.

James “Jeff” Wiseman, 63, of  Benton, Kentucky, 
passed away on Friday, May 22, 2026, at Marshall 
County Hospital in Benton. A funeral service was held 
at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at the Life 
Celebration Center of  Filbeck-Cann with Bro. Alan 
Miller officiating. Burial followed at Marshall County 
Memory Gardens.

McCRACKEN

James L. Shumaker, M.D., died at the Ray and 
Kay Eckstein Hospice Care Center located at Mercy 
Health (Lourdes Hospital) on Memorial Day, May 
25, 2026, in Paducah, Kentucky. Visitation will be 
on Friday, June 5, 2026, from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church, and the funeral Mass 
will be on Saturday, June 6, 2026, at 10:00 am at St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church, 5645 Blandville Rd, 
with Rev. Mike Clark officiating. Burial will follow at 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Paducah, Kentucky.

Linda Sue McElya Fowler, known lovingly as 
Linda Sue, passed away on May 25, 2026, at Murray 
Calloway County Hospital. Memorial services will be 
held at 1:00 p.m., Monday, June 1, 2026, at Lone Oak 
Chapel of  Milner & Orr Funeral Home with Rev. Keith 
Tilford and Dr. Jeff  Wallace officiating. Visitation will 
begin at 11:00 a.m. Monday at the Funeral Home.

Deborah Kay (Horn) DeBaun, 63, of  Paducah, 
Kentucky, passed away on Sunday, May 24, 2026, at 
Ray & Kay Eckstein Hospice Care Center. A funeral 
service will be held at 1:00 PM on Friday, May 29, 
2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of  Paducah with 
Pastor Jonathan Goodman officiating. Burial will 
follow at Oak Grove Cemetery in Paducah. Visitation 
will be held from 11:00 AM until the service hour of  
1:00 PM, Friday, May 29, 2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral 
Home of  Paducah.

Gary Hudson, 82, of  Paducah, Kentucky, passed 
away on Sunday, May 24, 2026, at Parkview Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center of  Paducah. Funeral 
services were held at 1:00 p.m. Thursday, May 28, 
2026, at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of  Paducah, with 
Father Jude Okeoma and Rev. David Dixon officiating. 
Burial followed at Columbus Cemetery.

Sarah Alexandra Humm, 51, of  Paducah, 
Kentucky, passed away at her home, surrounded 
by family and by prayer, on May 21, 2026, after a 
long battle with metastatic breast cancer. Visitation 
will be on Friday, May 29, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
(preceded by prayer at 4:30 PM), at the Lone Oak 
Chapel of  Milner & Orr Funeral Home, 3745 Old US 
Hwy 45 S, Paducah, Kentucky. The funeral Mass 
will be Saturday, May 30, at 10:00 AM, at St. John 
Catholic Church, 6705 Old US Hwy 45 S, Paducah, 
Kentucky, followed by burial at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church Cemetery, RR1 Box 140, 15 St Joseph Rd, 
Elizabethtown, Illinois.

Doreen ‘Renie’ Barger, a devoted educator whose 
passion for teaching touched countless lives and 
whose vibrant spirit illuminated every friendship, 
passed away peacefully on May 20th. She was 
surrounded by the love of  her family and friends. A 
memorial service to celebrate Renie’s life will be held 
on June 9th at 2 PM at Milner & Orr Funeral Home of  
Paducah, with visitation from 12-2 PM. 

Daniel Jamar Shannon, age 41, passed away, 
Thursday, May 21, 2026, 10:53 a.m., at Baptist Health 
Hospital of  Paducah. More details are forthcoming at 

Pettus Rowland Funeral Home in Paducah, KY.
Ronnie Potter, 76, of  Paducah, passed away on 

Monday, May 25, 2026, at Mercy Health-Lourdes 
Hospital in Paducah. Arrangements are incomplete at 
this time at Hughes Funeral Home in Paducah.

It is with deep love and sadness that we announce 
the passing of  Cynthia Marie Auler of  Paducah, 
aged 66, on May 20, 2026, in Paducah, Kentucky. 
Private family graveside services will be held at a 
later date. Keeling & Goodman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Auler family.

TRIGG

William E. Haslett, 88, of  Cadiz, KY died at 3:48 
a.m. Friday, May 22, 2026 at Murray Calloway County 
Hospital in Murray KY. Funeral service was held 
at 12:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 2026 at Hughart, 
Beard & Giles Funeral Home with Bro. Russ Stallons 
officiating. Burial followed in Ancestral Haven 
Memorial Gardens.

Betty Jean McDonald - August 11, 1941 - May 24, 
2026 - Memorial services will be held at a late date at 
the Spring Hill Cemetery in Paris, TX for 84 year old 
Betty Jean McDonald of  Cadiz.  King’s Funeral Home 
is in charge of  the arrangements. 

Marie Mitchell - October 13, 1943 - May 21, 2026 
- Funeral Services for 82 year old Marie Mitchell 
were held Sunday, May 24, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. at King’s 
Funeral Home with Rev. Don Beverly and Rev. Gary 
Heath officiating. Burial followed in the Little River 
Cemetery. 

Burnice Eugene Sowell, age 94, of  Cerulean, 
Kentucky, passed away peacefully at his home on 
Sunday, May 24, 2026. Funeral services will be at 
Goodwin Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in Cadiz, at 
1:00 PM, Friday, May 29, 2026. Burial with full military 
honors will follow in Cerulean Cemetery. Visitation 
will precede the service at the funeral home from 
11:00 AM until the funeral hour of  1:00 PM.

Bonnie Baker Hall, age 81, of  Paducah, Kentucky, 
passed away on Friday, May 22, 2026, at Baptist Health 
in Paducah. Funeral services were held at Goodwin 
Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in Cadiz, at 1:00 PM, 
Thursday, May 28, 2026, with Bro. Brian Hacker 
officiating. Burial followed in the Lester Family 
Cemetery in Gracey.

Van Clifford Jennings, age 81, passed away on 
Friday, May 22, 2026, at his home in Cadiz, Kentucky. 
There will be no services at this time. Goodwin 
Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in Cadiz, is in care of  
arrangements.

Deborah Ann Clark, age 73, of  Cadiz, Kentucky, 
passed away on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at Trigg 
County Hospital in Cadiz. There will be no services at 
this time. Goodwin Funeral Home, 138 Main Street in 
Cadiz, is in care of  the arrangements.

UNION

Berenice Edna (Valdez) Kavanaugh, known to 
nearly everyone as Betty, passed away peacefully 
on May 24, 2026, at The Homeplace of  Henderson, 
Kentucky at the age of  93. A private memorial service 
will be held at a later date. Whitsell Funeral Home is 
in charge of  arrangements.

Belinda Bolds, age 75, of  Waverly, Kentucky, 
passed away peacefully at her home on Saturday, May 
23, 2026. Graveside service and burial was held at 12 
Noon, Thursday May 28, 2026 at St. Agnes Cemetery in 
Uniontown, KY.

WEBSTER

Sharon June Stone, aged 88, of  Clay, peacefully 
passed away on Friday, May 22, 2026, at Baptist 
Health Deaconess in Madisonville. Funeral services 
were held on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 1:00 PM at 
Vanover Funeral Home in Clay, with Brother Dale 
Williams and Brother Wayne Smith officiating. Burial 
followed at New Clay Cemetery in Clay. 
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GRAVE PLOTS

FOR SALE One Grave Lot 
at Maplelawn Cemetery. 
$800.00 Or Best Offer Call 
270-558-3414

2 GRAVE SITES at Wood-
lawn Memorial Garden. In 
the Christus area.$3,800. 
270-559-8781

2 Cemetery Lots (side by 
side) Located at Woodlawn 
Memorial Cemetery (in The 
Garden of the Good Shep-
ard). 6965 Old Hwy 45, Pa-
ducah, KY. $5,000 for both 
lots 2702-519-5449 or 270-
841-5001.

For Sale 1 Vault in Brookha-
ven Memorial Park, last one 
in the chapel. Holds 2 cas-
kets. $7,000.00. Call 270-
556-0524

3 possibly 4 Grave Plots
Woodlawn Memorial Gar-
dens Paducah Ky. Trinity 
Garden section. Normally 
$3700.00 each. Will sell for 
$2500.00 each Call 270-
970-0678

STORAGE UNIT SALE

Storage Unit Sale. 3919 
Cairo Rd., Paducah.  May 
8th 9-3:00 pm. Closed 
Noon-1:00. Tools, TV, Kew-
pie Dolls, Prom dresses, 
Karaoke Items. Rain Can-
cels. (5/8/26)

YARD SALE

YARD SALE, Palestine 
United Methodist Church 
7925 Ogden Landing Rd. 
West Paducah. 270-444-
9813

PETS FOR SALE

Goodman 4 ton central heat 
& air split unit, hardly used. 
Call thomas 270-247-7589. 
(tfn) 

For Sale, Sleep Number 
Plus, Twin Long ILE 360 
smart bed frame flex fit, 360 
remote,  Call 270-556-0524  
TFN mattress pad, 2 fitted 
sheet sets $5,000.00

NOW HIRING

Elderly man needs House 
cleaner. And Physical Ther-
apy Part Time.    270-994-
3230

FOR HIRE

Housekeeper, 9-3 on 
Thursday. $110.00  Jennifer 
Gay 270-994-7939

MEDICAL

Are you looking for a pri-
vate sitter, home health 
care, hospice, and elderly 
care services. Please con-
tact Tina at 270-559-9181 
nights, days and weekends 
available.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Fully electric hospital bed 
$1300, Hoyer patient lift 
$350, older wheelchair $50, 
rollator walker $30, oxygen 
tank holder for wheelchair 
$20.  Call 270-836-1002.

AUTO MISCELLANEOUS

27 ft Car Hauler Cargo 
Trailer. Used once, 2-7,000 
lb axels, 4,000 lb rear door 
ramp, Call for extras 303-
775-0310, $11,300 (tfn) 

For Sale: 2025 Diamond 
Trailer - 7’ x 14’, Enclosed, 
Fold Down Back Door, 
Side Walk-In Door,     Tan-
dom Axle, Electric Brakes, 
$4,500.  Call Don: 386-559-
7004

HOUSES FOR RENT

$1,299 per month SINGLE 
FAMILY 3 BR, 1 Bath, Liv-
ing Room, Kitchen, Utility 
Room. Central Heat & Air. 
Storage Shed. Located in 
CALVERT CITY. 1 month 
security deposit. 1 year 
lease. 270-709-0955

REAL ESTATE

Awesome beautiful 2 Large 
lots!  Brand New Home built 
just across the street. Great 
area on Barkley Lake. Over 
1 acre, year round view of 
Barkley Lake!  1 mile to 
BRR Marina !  $64,000.00 
MLS # 121914 CALL Jen-
nifer Palmer at 270-519-
9000. (tfn) 

135 Allegheny Road • 
Gilbertsville, Kentucky • 
$1,399,900. This Incredible 
Customer Built 2015 prop-
erty is amazing! Across the 
road 1,000 yards from KY 
Dam Village State Park, 
Dam, Marina, Restaurant/
Lodge. 2,000 yards from 
the Golf course! Less than 
2 miles to Aviation Airfield, & 
I-24/69. 5 total  bedrooms, 
4 full baths, 2 half baths, 2 
laundry areas & 3 gas log 
fireplaces! Vaulted & Ca-
thedral ceilings. Detailed 
woodwork & moldings, 
polished marble, w/unique 
characteristics! Expansive 
Living room open to kitch-
en/breakfast area. Primary 
suite offers a custom tiled 
bath, heated floor & walk-
in closet! Covered patio w/ 
wood burning FP. In-ground 
pool, privacy fence & gat-
ed concrete drive w/ ample 
parking, 2 1/2 car garage 
has apartment, extra lot & 
huge PRIVACY FENCE! 
CALL Jennifer Palmer at 
270-519-9000                                                            

27 Paradise Point Road 
• Gilbertsville, Kentucky 
$369,000. 3 beautiful lots, 
over 1/2 acre sitting up 
HIGH on a hill with a SPEC-
TACULAR BREATHTAK-
ING VIEW OF KY LAKE 
in Cambridge Shores Sub-
division! Build your Dream 
Home! Magnificent Stun-

ning view of KY Lake! Enjoy 
all the amenities that Cam-
bridge Shores has to offer. 
This quiet KY Lake neigh-
borhood is the perfect place 
to call home!  CALL Jenni-
fer Palmer at 270-519-9000

135 Allighany ----Unique 
Custom Built 2015 proper-
ty.   Stunningly Luxurious 
with Captivating Elegance 
across the road 1000 
yards from Ky Dam Village 
State Park, Dam, Marina 
,Restaurant/Lodge. 2000 
yards to Golf course! Less 
than 2 miles to Aviation Air-
field, & I-24/69. 5 total bed-
rooms, 4 full baths,2 half 
baths, 2 laundry areas & 3 
gas log fireplaces! Vaulted 
& Cathedral ceilings, de-
tailed woodwork, polished 
marble, with unique charac-
teristics!  Primary suite of-
fers custom tiled bath, heat-
ed floor & walk-n closet! 
Kitchen island & beautiful 
cabinetry!  Music room, sun 
room & office! Basement 
has family room, kitchen, 
bedroom, storage room & 
bath. Covered patio with 
wood burning FP. In-ground 
pool ,privacy fence, & gated 
concrete drive, 2 & 1/2car 
Gar, ,apartment, additional 
lot & massive stately priva-
cy wall. Can be a VRBO!
 
718 Marina Village Dr. 
---- Beautiful Custom Built 
3 bed 3 & 1/2 bath 2006, 
looks like a new Home 
sitting on 2 private lots in 
Prestigious Gated Marina 
Village Subdivision! Hard-
wood Floors,9 ft ceilings , 
many updates, large fami-
ly room open to Kitchen! 2 
Bedrooms on main level & 
one HUGE bedroom up. All 
bedrooms have a full bath. 
Kitchen has custom cabine-
try!  NEW HEAT/AIR UNITS 
IN 2023. Upstairs-2019. 
NEW DECK, 4 car garage 
heated & cooled, Storm 
Shelter, ALL FURNITURE, 
DECOR, TABLEWARE, 
BEDDING, LIGHTHOUSE 
PICTURES, Towels  STAY 
PLUS NEW flooring that 
has not been installed. Take 
a golf cart ride to Grand Riv-
ers, world famous Patties 
Restaurant, antique shops 
& more! CALL Jennifer 
Palmer at 270-519-9000
 
27 Paradise Point----Wow! 
3 beautiful lots , over 1/2 
acre sitting up HIGH on a 
hill with a SPECTACULAR 
WATERVIEW OF KY LAKE 
in Cambridge Shores Sub-
division!  Build your Dream 
Home on these lots. Wow! 
what a Magnificent Stun-
ning view of Ky Lake!   En-
joy the amenities that Cam-
bridge Shores including 
2 boat ramps, a covered 
picnic pavilion, a swim area 
with sandy beach, courtesy 
docks, tennis court, bas-
ketball court and Private 
Club House.  HOA fee only 
$175.00 annually. CALL 
Jennifer Palmer at 270-

519-9000

Quality Custom built 3 bed-
room 3 full baths ,1/2 bath 
and 9 ft ceilings throughout. 
Built in 2006 in Prestigious 
Gated Marina Village Sub-
division! Stunning Great 
room
features wonderful brick 
fireplace, 25 ft high ceil-
ing with beams, porch w/
stone gas stove, wood 
flooring, unique character 
open to kitchen for perfect 
entertaining! Large Kitchen 
plenty of cabinetry, pantry, 
bar stools & dining area. 
Primary bedroom suite on 
main level! Beautiful tray 
ceilings, walkout deck, bath 
has huge walk-in shower, 
walk-in closet, Jacuzzi tub, 
& double vanity. Half bath 
& utility room on main lev-
el. Guest bedrooms up, full 
bath, walk-in closet plus 
massive attic storage. Fam-
ily room down, full bath, 
wine cellar, walkout patio, 
outdoor Kitchen, Pellet grill, 
Gar and workshop. APHW 
home warranty. Everything 
stays with full price offer! 
MLS #136804 • $825,000

2909 James Sanders Blvd-
Paducah, KY 42001 • Com-
mercial / Industrial MLS 
Number 124836 • 7,560 sq. 
ft. The price is $25.74 psf 
annually Located in West-
ern Kentucky’s largest busi-
ness districts this location is 
prime for retail, restaurant, 
or service company. With 
4060 net leasable square 
feet. Contact Carla Bridg-
es @ REMAX at 270-559-
8425
 
500 S 17th • Paducah, KY 
42003 Commercial/Industri-
al - $1,399,000 MLS Num-
ber • 125918 • 18,900 sq. 
ft. Outstanding professional 
office building in the heart 
of Paducah featuring ap-
proximately 15,600 sq. ft. of 
office space with 26 private 
offices, 4 bullpens, 2 confer-
ence rooms, kitchen/break-
room, 2 IT rooms, 3 labo-
ratory rooms, multiple work 
areas, and storage closets 
along with 2300 sq. ft. ware-
house area. Also has an 
approximately 1000 sq. ft. 
detached storage building.  
Contact Carla Bridges @ 
REMAX at 270-559-8425

7151 US HWY 4 • PA-
DUCAH MLS #123564 19+ 
acres with much potential. 
Could be used as commer-
cial site, subdivision, or res-
idential estate. Consists of 2 
tracts of land. 12+ acres on 
Hwy 25 and 6+ on Englert 
for a total of 19.18. Entrance 
to both on US Hwy 45. Sold 
as one parcel. A well was in-
stalled about 10 yrs ago but 
has never run on a continu-
ous basis. Has electricity on 
property. $189,900 Contact 
Carla Bridges @ REMAX at 
270-559-8425

150 REIDLAND DR • PA-

DUCAH 4 BDRMS • 3.5 BA 
• 3,038 SQ FT. • 0.61AC 
LOT $299,900 Contact Car-
la Bridges @ REMAX at 
270-559-8425

House For Sale Ranch 
style, 3 bedroom, 2 full 
baths, Cedar siding. Sits 
on 6 acres. 116 Darnell Rd. 
Benton 42025. Call 270-
404-6972 for appointment.

100 Acres sold all together.  
Livingston County, near El-
ementary school. store, fire 
department. Can be used 
for residential or commer-
cial. 10 miles from Ky Lake 
270-210-6697 (tfn)

37 Acres, Beautiful Building 
Site. 5050 Metropolis Lake 
Rd, W. Paducah. $10,000 
per acre. Call 270-210-4666 
tfn

4 Adjacent 1 acres lots in 
Peninsula Subdivision on 
Lake of Egypt. Great year 
round fishing with no carp, 
barges, or big boats. 50 min-
utes from Paducah. $29,995 
for all four. Might divide into 
2 parcels. Call owner 314-
239-6676.

Large Ky Lake lot Mature 
trees, utilities, restricted to 
new construction or double 
wide. $24,900. 270-970-
8000  (tfn)

Beautifully and totally ren-
ovated condo in exciting 
Lower Town, Paducah, KY. 
Stainless steel and granite 
kitchen, original wood floors, 
two master suites with at-
tached baths.  Carport with 
storage. 2/3 -2,140 sq. ft. 
$247,500. (972) 816-8766 
(tfn)

401 E 12th St., Benton 
Charming and spacious 
2,240 sq. ft. home. Immac-
ulate property centrally lo-
cated in Benton on a well 
landscaped corner lot. 3 
Bedroom / 2 Bath. Expan-
sive basement includes 
interior and exterior en-
trances. Workshop with ad-
ditional outbuilding with con-
crete flooring for mower etc. 
$269,900 Call Carla Bridges 
REMAX Realty Group at 
270-559-8425

1.6 acres with hookups sep-
tic and well. 2357 State Rt 
384 Mayfield Ky. $20k FIRM 
270-564-6774(TFN)

CAMPERS FOR SALE

Camper For Sale. 2019 Her-
itage Glen 26.5 ft

For sale Pop camper 2001 
Coleman Grand Tour Utah; 
$3,000. 270-519-7849 TFN

BOATS FOR SALE

REDUCED 2008 20 ft. 
Crestliner 1950 SF series, 
easy load trailer, 175 HP 
Mercury motor, canopy, trav-
el cover, 2 fish finders, radio 

FM/AM, much more, garage 
stored, valued at $15K, sell 
for $12,000. 270-665-0010 / 
leave a message.

14’ Polar Craft  Boat,Like 
new motor, electric start, 
trailer 1 fuel can, Minkota 
trolling motor, canopy, fish 
finder, battery. Benton Ky 
$5,500.00. OBO   815-236-
9455 (TFN)

AUTOS FOR SALE

For Sale. 2009 Mercury 
Milan 82000 miles. Bought 
August 2024 for commuting 
to work. No longer needed. 
Last Service June 2025 
78,500 miles New Tires 
June 2025  78,800 miles. 
Price $7500.00. Call 615-
430-7544.

2015 Mercedes E-350 
104,000 miles, Light grey 
Real nice vehicle, drives real 
nice. $13,000 OBO call 270-
493-2176

2007 Red Chevy Avalanche 
Truck, needs transmission 
and frame rusted.Sell-
ing truck for parts. $3000. 
Please call  270-217-4980	

2017 GMC Sierra Denali 
Crew Cab pickup, 99,000 
miles, loaded, Beautiful 
truck, $23,500. Please call... 
270-519-3674 or 270-519-
1254

1986 Chevrolet 4 x 4 Pick-
up, wrecked but a/c works 
$2,000 cash or OBO. 327 
Motor and 3 speed trans-
mission out of 1980 Impala 
$1,000 cash or OBO. Call 
270-804-5399.

REDUCED 2010 Black Hon-
da Fit Sport 4 door hatch-
back. Excellent mechanical 
condition minor cosmetic 
damage clear title $4,500.00 
OBO  Cal 812-631-3921

GOLF CART FOR SALE

REDUCED 2019 EZGO 
Golfcart  48V.  Flame Red 
with Black seating. very 
good condition in Salem, 
Ky area 4,200.00. Call 812-
483-1116 (tfn)

FARM & LAWN 
EQUPMENT

1996 8570 MF Combine Big 
motor, 30’ GH, SCH Knife 
& drive, Maurer bin ext, flo-
tation rears, second owner. 
C-Tech maintained. Approx. 
3,000 hrs $50,000 OBO. 
419-615-0950 

REDUCED 1987 John 
Deere Combine 7720 Titan 
2, 4 wd, long auger, 30.5 x 
32 tires, always kept inside 
shed. $11,000 OBO 270-
254-0318	 3.2 Prong 
Hay Fork $150; B275 Diesel 
International project tractor 
$1,250. Call 731-487-7062.            

1953 Farmall Cub Woods 
Belly Mower. to ad for 1950 

CLASSIFIEDS
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Illinois #2570

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

Zac Taylor
618-944-0086

at your service for all of your auction needs
Online-only • Live on-site • Estate settlements 
Farm and equipment • Business liquidations

• Simulcast Auctions 
• Grocery store & food service

Online-only • Live on-site
Estate settlements

Farm and equipment
Business liquidations

Grocery store & foodservice

Illinois #237

See Our Website for Auction Calendar and Listings
www.taylorauction.net

912-945-7342

at your 
service for 
all of your 

auction 
needs

Zac
Taylor

618.944.0086

CLASSIFIEDS

270.444.0031
3250 Key Drive | Paducah, KY 42003

COLSONSELLS.COM

KY Auction Lic # P939
KY Broker Lic # 58391

IL Auction Lic # 441.001140
IL Broker # 471.022779

IN Auction Lic # AU10400042

NOW HIRING!

COME for a job.
STAY for a career.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE for a lifetime.

Benefits: Kentucky provides one of the most competitive benefits packages available today, 
with insurance, retirement and leave options to meet your immediate and long-term goals.

Apply online at careers.ky.gov
Search for any position with the Gilbertsville zip code 42044

NOW HIRING!
STATE RESORT PARK
Kentucky Dam Village

• Facility Maintenance Supervisor
• Facility Maintenance Worker

• Parks Program Services Supervisor
• Park Worker I (Dining Room)

• Park Worker I (Housekeeping)
• Serving Attendant & Cook II
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Help Feed America!
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

FULL time positions available for experienced, 
qualified Route Drivers 

for CDL Class A (Tractor) positions. 

These positions work locally/regionally 
Monday through Friday with Excellent Benefits 
and Compensation with average annual pay 

ranging from $60K to $70K.

 The position is a route driver job and requires 
frequent tire handling. Clean MVR and minimum 
6-months driving experience in a tractor-trailer 

required to be eligible for hire.
  

For more information or to schedule an interview 
call 270-965-3613 or 

email pdriver@libertytire.com. 
Equal Opportunity Employer

270.965.9550  
2071 US Hwy 60 W
Marion KY 42064

www.libertytire.com

CDL-A Route Drivers

8n Ford Tractor $1250.00. 
270-832-1281

1950 8N Ford tractor 
$1,250.00, Call 270-832-
1281. W0.5x32

King Kutter Bushhog 48” w/ 
PTO Connector, Like New. 
$900 OBO. Benton, KY. 
815-236-9455 (TFN)

MISC. FOR SALE

For Sale: New and Used 
Christmas Toys and Tools. 
Rosanna’s Place Salem Ky. 
Thurs -Fri. 8-4.   Sat. 8-1

For Sale: Baldwin Upright 
Piano In Good Condition 
$300.00 Call 270-564-1860

Fiddle/Violin (Karl Knilling), 

Hand-Made in Germany, 2 
Bows & Hard Case. Very 
Good Condition. $300,  
270-328-8801 (tfn) 

Hunting equipment, trophy 
deer heads, tools, house-
hold horse and Indian 
items, thousands of like 
new items priced to sell. 
Traders Mall Flee Market 
June 13th

Puzzle Page in A Section

Word Search AnswersSudoku Answers
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5450 Old Hwy 60 West • Paducah, KY
Open Daily from

10:00 am - 10:00 pm

270.442.7092

Proudly Owned & Operated 
by the Cassity Family

270-441-7799270-441-7799
1515 Broadway St - Paducah, KY1515 Broadway St — Paducah, KY

Business & Service Directory

4938 SR-49, Greenville, OH 45331

BUSSEY BROS.
AUCTIONEERS
844.SOLD.BBA or 

844.765.3222

Real Estate • Farm RetirementsReal Estate • Farm Retirements
Heavy Equipment • ConsignmentsHeavy Equipment • Consignments

Business Liquidations • Inventory ReductionsBusiness Liquidations • Inventory Reductions
Fleet Reductions • Constrution EquipmentFleet Reductions • Constrution Equipment

sales@busseybros.com

LIVE ONSITE AUCTIONS 
W/ONLINE BIDDING

Quality Work  Affordable Prices

Big or Small, we fix it all

Insurance Accepted

Ladd’s Auto Body 
1491 Hwy 60 • Ledbetter Ky. 42058

Phone 270-217-3587Phone 270-217-3587

Interior & Exterior Painting
Staining

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

(270) 454-4088

SEALING • ASPHALT • TAR & CHIP • CURBING • STRIPPING
    38 Years Experience Serving Western Kentucky & West Tennessee 

Clarksville
931-645-2689

Paris
731-644-0949

Lexington
731-967-9542
2-3368

Murray
270-753-1965

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL
CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE

 VETERAN
 owned & operated



TOYOTA OF HOPKINSVILLE 
MOBILE SERVICE! 
We Come To You With Expert Auto Services 
Keeping Your Vehicle Running It’s Best!

call 270-886-9099
4395 Ft Campbell Blvd Hopkinsville

MOBILE 
SERVICE FOR:

SOFTWARE UPDATESSOFTWARE UPDATES

DIAGNOSTIC SCANNINGBULB & LAMP 
REPLACEMENT

BRAKE PADS & ROTORSSOME RECALLS

WIPER BLADESOIL CHANGES

FILTERSTIRE ROTATIONS

4May 2026 EDUCATION www.ky-news.com • 270-442-7389

You did it!You did it!

Congratulates the Class of 2026

Looking to start a new chapter?
Scan the QR Code or

call 618-634-3200 to get started!

Looking to start a new chapter?
Scan the QR Code or 

call 618-634-3200 to get started!

Your dedication, perseverance,
and passion have brought you

to this moment. 
We are proud of all you’ve

accomplished.
good luck on your 

next chapter!

Your dedication, perseverance,
and passion have brought you

to this moment. 
We are proud of all you’ve

accomplished.
good luck on your 

next chapter!

shawneecc.edushawneecc.edu

CCongrongratulations to all atulations to all 
Graduates!!Graduates!!

City of 
Metropolis

Wishing You A Wishing You A 
Bright & Happy Bright & Happy 

Future!Future!

Shawnee 
Community College 
is a student-centered 
institution committed 
to access, innovation, 
and community 
development across 
southern Illinois. The 
College is governed 
by a dedicated seven-
member Board of  
Trustees who provide 
strategic oversight 
and direction on 
behalf  of  the district’s 
residents.

The Shawnee 
Community College 
District No. 531 
Board of  Trustees 
is accepting 
applications to fill a 
vacant seat on the 
Board. The appointed 
individual will 
serve until the next 
regularly scheduled 
consolidated election 
for governing board 
members, which will 
be held on April 6, 
2027.

Eligibility 
Requirements

Applicants must:
Be a resident of  

Shawnee Community 
College District No. 

531;
Meet all 

qualifications 
outlined in the Illinois 
Public Community 
College Act (110 ILCS 
805/3-7);

Be committed to the 
mission and values of  
Shawnee Community 
College.

Trustee 
Responsibilities

The Board is 
seeking candidates 
who demonstrate 
a commitment to 
public service, 
strong community 
engagement, and the 
ability to actively 
contribute to 
governance. Trustees 
are expected to:

Fully participate 
in the work of  the 
Board by attending 
regular meetings, 
key college events, 
and professional 
development sessions;

Be knowledgeable 
about the diverse 
communities within 
the District and act 
in the best interest of  
those communities;

Collaborate 

effectively, build 
consensus, and 
balance the 
needs of  multiple 
constituencies;

Support effective 
Board governance 
and uphold the 
authority and unity 
of  the Board as a 
whole.

The Board of  
Trustees generally 
meets on the third 
Thursday of  each 
month at 6:00 
p.m. on the main
campus in Ullin,
Illinois. Occasional
adjustments to
meeting dates may
occur due to holidays
or scheduling needs.

Application 
Instructions

Application 
Deadline: May 31, 2025

Interested 
individuals are 
invited to submit the 
following materials:

A cover letter 
expressing interest 
and outlining relevant 
qualifications;

A current résumé.
Application 

materials should be 

sent to:
Tina Dudley
Executive Assistant 

to the President and 
Board of  Trustees

Shawnee 
Community College

8364 Shawnee 
College Road

Ullin, IL 62992
Email: tinad@

shawneecc.edu 
For questions or 

to recommend a 
potential candidate, 
please contact:

Steve Heisner, 
Chairperson of  the 
Board of  Trustees, at 
heisner@shawneecc.
edu.

Serving Your 
Community

Serving as a Trustee 
is a meaningful 
opportunity to 
shape the strategic 
direction of  Shawnee 
Community College 
and contribute to 
the educational and 
economic success of  
our region. Trustees 
play a vital role in 
ensuring access, 
quality, transparency, 
and accountability 
in public higher 
education.

Commitment to 
Inclusion

The Board 
welcomes 
applications from 
individuals of  all 
backgrounds and 
experiences. We value 
diverse perspectives 
and are committed 
to fostering 
inclusive leadership 
that reflects the 
communities we 
serve.

To learn more about 
Shawnee Community 
College, please visit:

www.shawneecc.
edu

Shawnee College:
Commitment to community and inclusion

TEACHER  from page one

In addition to her 
teaching excellence, 
Roehm-Scheffer has 
played a key role in 
expanding Spanish 
language instruction 
in southern Illinois, 
including developing 
and teaching courses 
for Rend Lake 
College and Shawnee 
Community College 
through collaborative 
agreements with 
SIC. She has also 
contributed to 
numerous student 
success initiatives 
and served in 
leadership roles on 
campus, including 
as vice president 
and president of  the 
Southeastern Illinois 
College Education 
Association.

“Education can open 
doors in a student’s 
local community or 
even all around the 
world,” said Roehm-
Scheffer. “If  the 
student knows they are 
supported and given 
all of  the necessary 
tools to succeed, that’s 
exactly what they’ll 
do.”

SIC President Dr. 
Karen Weiss praised 
Roehm-Scheffer’s 
dedication to her 
students and the 
college.

“Jennifer’s passion 
for teaching and her 
dedication to her 
students is truly 
inspiring,” said Weiss. 
“She embodies the 

very spirit of  this 
award — making a 
difference not just in 
the classroom, but in 
the lives and futures of  
her students.”

The Loren P. 
and Velma Dallas 
Outstanding Teacher 
of  the Year Award not 
only celebrates Roehm-
Scheffer’s exceptional 
achievements but 
also honors the 
legacy of  Loren and 
Velma Dallas, whose 
passion for education 
and dedication to 
southern Illinois 
continue to inspire 
future generations. 
Established in 1996 by 
Lorna Dallas-Brown 
and the late Ellen 
Wiggins, daughters 
of  Loren and Velma 
Dallas, this award 
recognizes individuals 
who embody the Dallas 
family’s commitment 
to fostering excellence 
in education.

Each year the Dallas 
endowment through 
the SIC Foundation 
awards $500 to the 
Outstanding Teacher 
of  the Year.

As the recipient of  
this esteemed award, 
Roehm-Scheffer joins 
a select group of  
educators who have 
made a lasting impact 
on the lives of  students 
and the community. 
She is also eligible 
for the 2025 Illinois 
Community College 
Trustees Association 
Outstanding Faculty 
Member Award.GRADUATION Keepsake Editon

CALDWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

CRITTENDEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

DAWSON SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

HOPKINS COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL

HOPKINS COUNTY SCHOOLS 

ACADEMY

LIVINGSTON CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL

LYON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

MCCRACKEN COUNTY HIGH 
SCHOOL

MURRAY HIGH SCHOOL

TRIGG COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS ACADEMY

WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

Meet the  2026 Graduates

A1 - Friday, May 29, 2026
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Friends. 
Family.
Joy. 
Laughter. 
Success.
May your 
graduation day 
and your future 
be filled with 
many wonderful 
blessings. 

Congratulations 
and Best Wishes 
to the 
Graduating 
Class of 2025.

GRAND RIVERS QUARRY
947 U.S. Highway 62 • Grand Rivers, KY 
 270.362.1213  270.362.4254
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 CALDWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Date Opponent Time H/A
4/2 Livingston Central 5:30 PM H

4/2 Henderson County 6:30PM H

4/6 Fort Campbell 5:30 PM H

4/10 at Henderson County 5:30 PM A

4/13 Marshall County 5:30 PM H

4/14 at Fort Campbell 5:30 PM A

4/16 at Calloway County 5:30 PM A

4/17 at Lyon County 5:30 PM A

4/18 Crittenden County 12 PM H

4/20 Ballard Memorial 6 PM H

4/23 MNHHS 5:30 PM A

4/24 at MNHHS 5:30 PM H

4/28 Dawson Springs 5:30 PM H

4/30 at Dawson Springs 5:30 PM A

5/1 Lyon County 5:30 PM H

5/2 McLean County 12 PM H

5/4 Ballard Memorial 5:30 PM H

5/7 Graves County 6 PM H

5/8 Mayfield 5:30 PM H

5/11 Paducah Tilghman 5:30 PM H

5/12 at Apollo 6 PM A

5/14 at Mayfield 5:30 PM A

5/15 Livingston Central 5:30 PM H

TIGERS
CALDWELL COUNTY

208 E. Main St. , Princeton, KY 

270-365-2482270-365-2482

The sky’s the limit, 
so reach for the stars

We hope your graduation is wonderful in every way, and 
we wish you boundless success in your future endeavors.

The sky’s the limit grads
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 CALDWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
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 CALDWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Best of Luck 
Class of 2026!

Grads, don’t ever stop believing.



BW
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 CRITTENDEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

 HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

Jonathan allard Kinley BaKer lucas BrocKwell henry Bullard charity chamBers carson choate Kallan davis iris Gao

 HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

caden Gresham lexi lyon whit martin madison mayes auBrey noel cayden nowaK collin outland christian Powell

Jerry sPurlinG hunter strader diem thomPson Katelynn wells tycen wells nathan wheatcraft
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 DAWSON SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL 

 HOPKINS COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

You make us proud graduates! Congratulations

Best of Luck for a Bright  Future!
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 HOPKINS COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

We’re So Proud Of All Grads!!
SERVICE REALTY 

3225 COLEMAN RD., PADUCAH • 270-442-2100

    Andrea Higdon 270-559-2566

Betty Higdon            270-519-6991
Jan Brandstetter       270-331-1197
Shawn Brandstetter  270-508-0648 

270-816-5790
270-556-3007

Tina Brandstetter      
Gaya Hart                                   

Penny Mariner    270-559-5277
Shea McGuire     270-562-2279
Vera Stone          270-556-0295

Scott Walker        270-556-4326
Heather Williams 270-331-2846 

Mary Hoy  270-559-1111 
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 HOPKINS COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
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 HOPKINS COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

 HOPKINS COUNTY SCHOOLS ACADEMY 

You Did It, Grads!! 
Time to Celebrate
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 LIVINGSTON CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 

May All Your Dreams Come True, 
Grads! You’ve Earned It!
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In addition to Primary 
Care, we provide 
Internal Medicine, 
General Surgery, 

Gastroenterology, 
Substance Disorder 
treatment, Hepatitis 

C treatment, DOT 
physicals, Behavioral 

Health and Weight Loss 
Program services.

Terry  W.  
Boone, PA-C

Mari on  
Clinic

William E .
Barnes, M.D.
Salem Clinic

Michael P.
Gavin, M.D.

Mari on  & 
Smithland 

Clinics

Justin J.
Lewis, PA-C

Ka ra  A .
Phillip s, APR N

Salem & 
Mari on  
Clinics

Marion
Physicians

Clinic & Salem

Rob in 
Leidec ker, 

APRN

Demetrius  L. 
Patton,  M.D .

Je nnifer
Al exa nde r,
PMHNP -B CSal em and 

Crittenden 
Hospital 

Annex Bldg.

Marion
& Salem 
 Clinics

Salem & 
Mari on  
Clinics

Da nie lle
Guminski ,

PMHNP -B C
Smithland 

Clinic

Gh a ssan Ya zigi,
M. D.

Je ssica  Y. 
Ha rris, 
APR N

Smithland
C linic

Salem & Mari on  
Clinics

Terry W. 
Boone, PA-C 

Marion 
Clinic

William E. 
Barnes, M.D. 
Salem Clinic

Michael P. 
Gavin, M.D. 
Marion & 
Smithland 

Clinics

Justin J. 
Lewis, PA-C 

Marion 
Physicians 

Clinic & Salem

Kara A. 
Phillips, APRN 

Salem & 
Marion 
Clinics

Robin 
Leidecker, 

APRN
Marion &

Salem Clinics

America Raye 
Guthrie

Primary Care 
& Pediatrics

Mondays Salem 
Medical Clinic

Jennifer 
Alexander 
PMHNP-BC 

Salem & 
Marion

Ghassan Yazigi, 
M.D. 

Salem & 
Marion Clinics

Jessica Y. 
Harris, 
APRN 

Smithland 
Clinic

Danielle 
Guminski, 
PMHNP-BC 
Smithland 

Clinic

www.tririvershc.com

Congrats
Class of 2026

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CLINICS
Marion Clinic
308 S. Main St.
(270) 965-4377

Salem Clinic
141 Hospital Dr.
(270) 988-3298

Smithland Clinic
205 E. Adair St.
(270) 928-2146

We know you’ll go far.

Wishing you success in your 
future endeavors.

Kentucky State
Representative

3rd District
Legislative Address:

702 Capital Ave, Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone Number: 502-564-8100
Randy.Bridges@kylegislature.gov

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO ALL FAMILIES
WITH GRADUATING SENIORS FROM

CCA • McCRACKEN COUNTY
ST. MARY • PADUCAH TILGHMAN

LIVINGSTON CENTRAL

CONGRATULATIONS
to the

Class of 2026

Rep. Randy Bridges
Kentucky State Representative 

3rd District 
Legislative Address: 

702 Capital Ave, Annex Room 395
Frankfort, KY 40601 

Phone Number: 502-564-8100 
Randy.Bridges@kylegislature.gov

 LIVINGSTON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
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8 • 2023 KPI GraduatIon tab May 19, 2023

Dr. I.H. Crouch, D.M.D. 
& Staff

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
MON  •  TUES  •  WED  •  THURS • 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Ledbetter, KY  
270.898.2527

Class of 2023Class of 2023

4-H Youth Development Family & Consumer Sciences

Congratulations Grads!Livingston County 
Extension Office
809 U. S. 60 East, Smithland, KY
270-928-2168
dl_ces_livingston@email.uky.edu
http://ces.ca.uky.edu/livingston/

Agriculture &
Natural Resources

Community
Development

Congratulations Grads!
4-H Youth Development Family & Consumer Sciences

Livingston County 
Extension Office
809 U. S. 60 East, Smithland, KY
270-928-2168
dl_ces_livingston@email.uky.edu
http://ces.ca.uky.edu/livingston/

Agriculture &
Natural Resources

Community
Development

Congratulations Grads!
4-H Youth Development Family & Consumer Sciences

Livingston County 
Extension Office
809 U. S. 60 East, Smithland, KY
270-928-2168
dl_ces_livingston@email.uky.edu
http://ces.ca.uky.edu/livingston/

Agriculture &
Natural Resources

Community
Development

Congratulations Grads!
4-H Youth Development Family & Consumer Sciences

Agriculture & 
Natural Resources

Community 
Development

Livingston County
Extension Office
809 U.S. 60 East
Smithland, KY

270.928.2168
dl_ces_livingston@email.uky.edu
http://ces.ca.uky.edu/livingston/

Smithland tire, llC
Proprietor: Sebastian Hawk

P.O. Box 113 • Smithland, KY  • 270.928.2644
Toll Free 1.800.810.2644

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p m • Sat 8 a.m. - Noon  •  Facebook: Smithland Tire, LLC

God Bless and help you 
make good decisions.

Congratulations 
Class of 2026

CongratulationsCongratulations

SENIORSSENIORS
CLASS OF 2026

PROVIDING EXCELLENT CARE AND 
SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY!

141 Hospital Drive • Salem, Ky 42078
270-988-3230 • www.clinicpharmacy.net

 LIVINGSTON CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
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Excellent
Work 
Graduates

Congratulations on a 
gold-star performance, 

graduates! 

May you continue to 
distinguish yourself in 
all future endeavors.

DEBBIE HARP KNOTH, CLERK
LIVINGSTON DISTRICT COURT

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Taking the 
Time to Care, 

Since 1902

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments

 Dream big and never stop shining!

 LIVINGSTON 
CENTRAL HIGH 

SCHOOL 

CongratulationsAnd the adventure begins!
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BW

 LIVINGSTON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

 MADISONVILLE - N HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL 

Good Luck, Grads!!
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BW

 MADISONVILLE - N HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL 
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 MADISONVILLE - N HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL 

MADISONVILLE
GUN COMPANY

26 Bradley Sisk Rd, Madisonville • (270) 561-2025

www.madisonvillegunco.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO ALL OF YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS

A Veteran-Owned Firearms Destination in the Heart of Madisonville

324 First St      
Henderson, KY 

(270) 827-0388

JulesHarrison@ShelterInsurance.com

Future
Go Boldly

& Safely
into the

Grads!

Jules Harrison

Good Drivers + Good Grades = 

Discounts

Best of Luck, Graduates on your future endeavors!
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 MADISONVILLE - N HOPKINS HIGH SCHOOL 

Congratulations Class of 2026!
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EDDYVILLE 
270-388-2910

FREDONIA 
270-545-3332

Hardware, Plumbing, Electrical, Paint, Lawn & 
Garden Supplies www.akridgeacehardware.com

You’ve earned it.
Congratulations, Graduates!

Embrace the Moment

Keep Dreaming • Keep Achieving

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS 
Class of 2026!Class of 2026!

GLENN’S APOTHECARY
U.S. Hwy. 60 W., Marion, KY

270-965-4101

GLENN’S PRESCRIPTION CENTER
119 E. Main St., Salem, KY

270-988-3226

YOUR HOMETOWN 
PHARMACY WITH A HEART

We Have 2 Locations 
To Serve You

 LYON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Congrats, Grads!!

CongratulationsCongratulations

48 South Holloway Street 
Henderson, Ky

270-854-4014 
Find Us On Facebook: GiGi’s

GOOD LUCK ON YOUR FUTURE!
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CONGRATULATIONS to the 

Senior Class of 2025

Our Pride, Our 
Success  

Our Mission 
The Lyon Pride, consisting of 
our school team, community, 
and learners will employ 
relationships to unlock personal 
potential and achieve success Lyon County Board of Education

227 Jenkins Rd, Eddyville, KY • 270-388-9715

Senior Class of 2026
LYON COUNTY SCHOOLS

96 Bennett Jones Rd
Eddyville, KY 42038

(270) 388-7578
(270) 625-2719

Class of 2026

Warrior 
Contracting Inc

Class of 2026Class of 2026

BINGHAM BROTHERS DRILLING, LLC.

(270) 388-7003 | (931) 232-0570

735 State Rt 3305 , Eddyville, KY 42038

CongratulationsCongratulations
to theto the

 LYON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Reach for the stars Graduates!



Great Job, Grads!
You’ve worked hard to get here, and we 
know you have what it takes to keep 
building a successful future.
Happy Graduation, and best of luck!

2 locations to serve you!
4793 Village Square • Paducah • 270-557-7348

504 N. 12th Street • Murray • 270-873-1033
Hours for both locations: Monday-Friday 7 AM – 9 PM

Saturday 8 AM – 9 PM  •  Sunday 10 AM – 8 PM

• Smoothies  • Fresh Wraps, Flatbreads  • Tropic Bowls & More!!

 MURRAY HIGH SCHOOL 

WEST KY NEWS	 GRADUATION SALUTE - FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2026 - B1
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 MURRAY HIGH SCHOOL 
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 MURRAY HIGH SCHOOL 

 WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Kuttawa Ky.   
270-776-9376

Madisonville Ky.
270-545-5589

Hanson Ky.  
270-679-5276
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 WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
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 WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

Reach for the stars Graduates!



BW
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 TRIGG COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
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John L. Street Library

Hours: Sunday-Closed • Monday 9am-5:30pm
Tuesday-Friday 9am-5:30pm • Saturday 9am-12pm

CADIZ, KY • 270-522-6301

 TRIGG COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 

You Make Us Proud!
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 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS ACADEMY 

Jim McPeake 
State Farm Insurance Agent
1401 Broadway St. Ste 1
Paducah, KY 42001
270-554-6830
270-554-6833

www.jimmcpeake.com

6525 US Highway 60 W • Paducah, KY
800-633-4044 • 270-442-7321

Fax: 270-442-5337

HOURS: MON - FRI • 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

JPENERGY.COMZERO CONTACTS

COMMITMENT TO:

JACKSON PURCHASE ENERGY 
A member-owned cooperative

CongratulationsCongratulations

JACKSON PURCHASE ENERGY 
A member-owned cooperative

CLASS OFCLASS OF

Best of Luck Always!
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Friday, May 22, 2026 THE PADUCAH SUN B3

Neither school will 
receive a guaranteed 
payment as part of the 
agreement, and no game 
time or date has been 
announced as of now.

Murray State is also 
expected to complete 
its return-game agree-
ment with UAB during 
the upcoming season 
after hosting the Blazers 
during the 2025-26 cam-
paign. The Racers picked 
up the 91-79 win, while 
also leading at halftime by 
22 points.

The date and game 
time for the matchup in 
Birmingham have not 
yet been announced. The 
series itself has been rel-
atively limited, with only 
a few all-time meetings 
between the programs.

One of the final con-
firmed non-conference 
games currently on the 
schedule comes on Tues-
day, December 15, when 
Murray State travels to 
Louisville to face Bellarm-
ine at 5:30 p.m. CT.

The agreement also 
includes a future return 
game in Murray. The 
ser ies  between the 
schools is still relatively 
young, but the matchup 
has already produced 
competitive games. Split-
ting their first two meet-
ings, with both games 
decided by single digits.

There are still several 
openings remaining on 
Murray State’s non-con-
ference schedule for the 
upcoming season, mean-
ing additional opponents 
and dates are still likely to 
be announced in the com-
ing months.

The Paducah Sun will 
continue updating the 
Racers 2026-27 schedule 
outlook as more informa-
tion becomes available.

MSU
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The  right-hander was in control 
from the start, working through 
the Indiana State lineup and fin-
ishing with eight strikeouts in a 
strong, composed outing that kept 
the Racers in the game deep into 
the night.

As the game reached the eighth 
inning, Hustedde’s performance 
loomed even larger.

With runners in scoring posi-
tion, Murray State finally broke 
through. Jorge came up again in a 
high-leverage spot and delivered 
the biggest swing of the game, lin-
ing a double down the right field 
line that cleared the bases, scoring 
Luke Mistone and Connor Chisolm 
to give the Racers a 3-2 lead for the 
first time all night.

After the call to the bullpen, 
Hustedde walked of f the field 
to a loud ovation from the home 
crowd, capping off his night after 
keeping Mur ray State within 

reach for nearly eight innings. 
Coach Skirka emphasized how 
important Hustedde was for the 
Racers.

“Seeing Hustedde come off the 
field kinda got me a little bit, just 
seeing the people at Johnny Rea-
gan Field, and what these play-
ers have built here, it’s awesome, 
it’s electric. Hustedde earned his 
moment, and he was fantastic 
tonight.”

From there, Ben Rosin took over 
and finished the job, locking down 
Indiana State over the final frame 
to secure the 3-2 win.

Kainen Jorge ended up being 
the backbone of the offense as he 
finished the night driving in all 
three Murray State runs, while 
Hustedde’s ef fort on the mound 
set the foundation for a comeback 
that sends the Racers into the 
MVC Tournament semifinals with 
momentum and belief intact.

Murray State moves to 2-0 in the 
MVC Tournament and will face 
No. 1 seed UIC at 11 a.m. Friday 
at Johnny Reagan Field at Taylor 
Family Park.

SEMIFINALS
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MSU Athletics

Jacob Hustedde delivered eight strikeouts with just three hits in his 7.1 inning perfor-
mance Thursday in the Racers win over Indiana State.

Lyon scored another in 
their final chance at bat-
ting, and shut the door 
on the Rockets in the 
seventh to finalize the 
5-1 score and clinch the 
coveted Fifth District 
Title.

The Lyons will find out 
which district runner-up 
they play in Saturday’s 
draw, but to Coach Tony 
Belt, that opponent does 
not matter because he 
feels this team can hang 
with the best, and plans to 
attack the region tourna-
ment with a strong sense 
of confidence in his team.

“I want to see a lot of 
fight. We just have to be 
hungry.”

Following the conclu-
sion of the game, the Fifth 
District All-District Team 

was announced, recogniz-
ing the athletes who gave 
significant contributions 
to their squads during the 
regular season. The list is 
as followed:

Lyon County- Hudson 
Phillips, Cohen Wiggins, 
Payson Oliver, Easton 
White

Crittenden County- 
Quinn Summers (District 
MVP), Hudson Stokes, 
James Garnett, Eli Lovell, 
Jaxton Duncan, Drake 
Young

Livingston Central- 
Aver y  Zaim,  Lukus 
Hodge

Trigg County- Carson 
Klein, Bentley Reynolds, 
Ty Gootee

LYON COUNTY 5,  
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 1

CC- 0 0 1 0 0 0 0- 1 6 2
LC- 3 1 0 0 0 1 x- 5 8 0
WP: H Phillips ; LP: J Duncan
2B: C Lewis
TB: LC- C Lewis 3, C Wiggins 2, C Prow 
1, E White 1, H Phillips 1, P Oliver 1
CC- TB: D Perryman 1, D Young 1, H 
Stokes 1, J Duncan 1, J Rich 1, Q 
Summers 1
SB: LC- C Wiggins 2, B Tubbs, P Oliver
CC- H Stokes 3

LYONS
FROM PAGE B2

WILL MUITER | The Sun

The Fifth District All-District Team was announced following the title match, honoring the impact players have 
had on their teams this season.
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Congratulations on this 
milestone achievement, 

graduates. We salute your 
hard work and dedication!

Congratulations
CLASS OF 2026Jennif�
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 McCRACKEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
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CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Scott Parsons, Wanda Evans, Michael O'Leary, Dan Lowery, Bud Hunt & Mark Sunderman

GrandRivers.orgGrandRivers.org

Tom Moodie MAYOR, Shawna Malston WATER & SEWER, Lee Wilson CITY ATTORNEY, 
Gayla Smith CITY CLERK, Barbara Hook & Dari Puchkova ASST. CLERKS

1858 JH O’Bryan Ave.
Grand Rivers, KY 
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BW

 MCHS HONOR SALUTATORIANS 

Congratulations Grads!!
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CLASS OF 2025
Offered Over

$17 Million
in Scholarships

10
Salutatorians

32
Valedictorians

213
Honor Graduates

CLASS OF 2026
Offered

$18 Million
in Scholarships  

16
Salutatorians 

46
Valedictorians  

243
Honor Graduates  

6
students committed to 

serving in the U.S. mil i tary

Headed to over

40
different colleges 
and universit ies 

Michelle Adams

University of the 
Cumberland, a bachelor’s 

in physcology and 
criminal justice

Micah Brown

WKCTC
Registered Nurse

Bella Chittenden 
Western Kentucky 

University, Bachelors 
degree in Business Data 

Analytics

Brittany Cogdill
associate’s in applied 

science in the 
interdisciplinary early 

childhood education 
program

Wendy Burnley Murray 
state University

Hannah Draper
MSU
BSN

Madison Elliott 
MSU

Bachelor of Science. 
Interdisciplinary Early 
Childhood Education

Jansen Freeman
WKCTC

LPN and Associate 
in Applied Science 

Degree

Cheyenne Pender
Murray state 

University
Bachelor in Art 
education K-12

Dahlia “Dilly Scott”
WKCTC

Associate of Arts

Kolby Quillen 
MSU, Bachelors 

of Science, 
Agribusiness

Aydan Joiner
UK, Finance degree 
then to Alabama law 

school in the fall.

Dimitris Karadimas
Thunderbird in Phoenix 
AZ, Master in Global 

Management from

Bonnie Meyers
Western Kentucky 

University, Masters of 
Social Work

Jacob Miller
University of Kentcky

Biosystems Engineering 
& begins medical 
school at UK’s 

Lexington Campus

Emmagen Martin
MSU

Bachelors of 
Science, Major 

of Communication 
Disorders

Kaylee O’Connor
WKCTC

Registered Nurse

Alyssa Oliver WKCTC
Registered Nurse

Dustin Howle
MSU

Bachelor of 
Science in Business 

Administration

Isaac Cooper 
Reynolds 

MSU 
Summa Cum Laude

Way 
to go, 
Grads!




